t  ^  •  VO\  AGH 


'  .  TO'.TMW.-'' 

/  ■  \  EA'ST-iNDIESl  _ 

it  *;  '  :  BT  Tto,  LATE  ■*  UM 

JOHN  SPLJNTER  STAIfilRINUS,  ESQ; 

■  REAR  ADMIRAL  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THE 

STATES-GEhfERAL.  • 

Tranflated  from  the  original  Dutch, 

By  SAMUEL  HULL  WILCOCKE. 

-NOTES  AND  ADDITIONS  BY  THE  TRANSLATOR. 

'Hie  Whole  compnfihg  a  full  and  accurate  Account  6f 
,  ,'11  the  prefeut  and  late  Poffeffions  -'V  the  Dutch 
.  .  in  India,  and  ^  die  Cape  of  Good  Hope* 

ILLUSTRATED  WITH  MAPS. 

IN  THREE  VOLUMES. 

VOL.  II. 

CONTAINING 

A  VOYAGE  TO  THE  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE,  SATAVIA> 
SAMARANG,  MACASSERy  AMBOYNA,  AND  SJRAT,  WITH 
kcCO-UNTS  ,  OF  THOSE  PLACES  J  IN  THE  YEARS 
AND  I775.  ,  ^ 


17 ps- 


r;:. 


The  GAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE,  BATAVIA, 
SAMARANG,  MACASSER,  AMBOY  NA, 
SURAT,  &c. 

IN  THE  YEARS-  1774—  1778- 


BOOK  I. 

CHAPTER  L 

Departure  from  Zealand. — III  State  of  Health  of 
the  Crew . — Managflfaent  with  Regard  to  the  Sick. 
—View  of  the  Ifland  Madeira. — Some  Particu- 
Uars  refpeSing  two  of  the  _Crew  who  died. — View 
of  the  Iflands  Sal. — Bonavista. — Mayo. —  ^ 
St.  Jago. — Anchorage  in  Porto  Praya. — 
Defcriptian  of  the  Harbour. — Of  the  Town. — • 
Defolate  Condition  of  the  Cape  Verde  IJlands. 

- — Vifit  to  the  Governor ,  and  Vice-governor. 
— Departure  from  St.  Jago.  —  Reflexions  on 
the  Allowances  of  Water  at  Sea.  —  Pajfage 
ofm  the  Line.  ■ —  Account  of  fome  Sea-birds 
Dreadful  Storms. — Signs  of  Land.— Make  the 
Land  of  Africa. — Tremendous  Hurricane.— Con¬ 
tinued  bad  Weather. — Twice  driven  off  the  Coafi. 
— Anchorage  in  False  Bay. — Account  of  the 
vol.  11.  s  Bay. — ■ 


Bay. — Of  the  Company's  Buildings. — 'two  Englijh , 
and  one  French,  Ships  found  here. — Mifunderftand- 
ing  between  the  Government,  and  the  French  Cap¬ 
tain,— -Flow  fettled. — Complaints  at  the  Cape  of  the 
French. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1 7  74,  the  wind  having 
changed  to  e.n.e.  I  left  Middleburgh  in  the 
morning,  in  company  with  the  junior  mer¬ 
chant,  Van  der  Stengh,  and  the  under 
comptroller  of  equipment,  Duifvoet,  for 
Rammekens,  where  my  fhip,  the  Ouwerkerk , 
lay  at  anchor. 

As  loon  as  we  were  on  board,  we  lent 
for  the  pilot,  and  the  xnafter  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  pilot-hoy  j  who  thinking  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  failing  a  favourable  one,  we 
*  weighed  anchor  at  ten  o’clock,  and  fct  fail. 
Prefently  after,  the  pilot-hoy,  by  bad  ma¬ 
nagement,  .  run  athwart  our  bow,  fo  that  we 
were  in  great  danger  of  doing,  or  receiving, 
damage,  or  .of  being  forced  aground,  upon  the 
flat  called  the  kloott  or  ball.  Fortunately, 
however,  we  got  away  from  each  'other, 
without  either  of  us  receiving  any  damage 
of  confideration. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  was  reported  to 


me,  that  the  furgeon  ©f  the  fhip,  who  had 
been  very  ill  for  feme  days,  was  upon  the 
point  of  death,  which  made  me  determine 
upon  propofing  to  the  under  comptroller  of 
equipment,  to  caft  anchor  before  Flujhing, 
inftead  of  proceeding  to  the  place  calle.d  the 
Put,  or  Pit  j  the  more  fo,  as  I  fhould  then 
have  a  better  opportunity  of  receiving  fur¬ 
ther  orders  from  the  honourable  theboard  of 
diredtors,  in  cafe  they  made  any  fcruple  of 
fending  the  fhip  to  fea,  with  a  dying  furgeon, 
and  between  feventy  and  eighty  of  the  crew 
bn  the  ficklift. 

-  Hereupon  I  received  orders  from  Mr. 
Van  Burgt,  through  the  comptroller  of 
equipment,  to  proceed  to  fea  the  next  day, 
if  I  myfelf  made  no  difficulty  refpe&ing  the 
lituation  of  the  furgeon,  which,  to  fay  the 
truth,  I  did  not;  and  therefore,  I  weighed 
anchor  at  nine  a.m.  and  got  under  fail,  with 
a  ftiff  gale  at  e.n.e.  At  eleven  o’clock, 
we  cleared  the  land,  carrying  little  fail,  till 
eight  p.m.  when  we  changed  our  courfe  to 
s.w.*  by  s.'  We  run  under  double-reefed 
topfails,  during  the  night,  and  on  the 
next  morning,  being  the  nth  of  March, 


juft  before  funrife,  we  came  in  fight 'of  the 
coafts  of  England  and  France.  We  then 
carried  a  prefs  of  fail  •  at-  eight  o’clock  we 
paCTed  Dover,  and  afterwards  the  Shingles , 
and  at  noon,  we  run  clofe  in  with  Beachy- 
head,  to  put  the  pilot  on  board  the  hoy, 
the  mafter  of  which  told  me,  he  fhould 
keep  company  with  me,  as  far  as  the  Start 
Point,  if  I  did  not  keep  too  far  off  Ihore. 

I  difpatched  feveral  letters  by  the  pilot, 
and  among  others,  one  to  the  honourable 
the  board  of  directors  of  Zealand,  to  inform 
them  of  my  progrefs  thus  far,  in  fafety,  and 
that,  when- 1  muftered  the  fhip’s  crew  upon 
failing,  there  were  fix  Tailors  milling. 

We  got  fight  of  the  Ille  of  Wight  in  the 
evening,  and  the  next  day,  at  funrife,  of 
the  bill  of  Portland.  We  prefen tly  after¬ 
wards  hailed  the  mafter  of  the  hoy,  and  in¬ 
formed  him,  that,  we  had  feventy-five  lick  j 
but,  further,  all  well.  We  wilhed  each 
other  a  profperous  voyage,  and  fteered  for 
the  Start  Point. 

At  ten  o’clock  A.M.  the  hoy  fiiluted  us 
with  feven  guns,  which  we  returned  with 
the  fame  number  j  Ihe  then  fteered  clofer  in 
Ihore, 


ihore,  having  to  call  at  Falmouth  for  an  an¬ 
chor,  which  one  of  the  Company’s  Ihips  had 
left  behind  there. 

We  took  our  lad  obfervation  of  the  land, 
being  the  Start  Point,  an  hour  before  fun- 
fet,  and  in  a  Ihort  time  we  lod  fight  of  it, 
and,  together  with  it,  Europe,  for  a  con- 
fiderable  period,  fetting  our  courfe  s.w. 
by  w. 

Nothing  happened  worthy  of  remark  till 
the  1 7  th  of  March,  except  that  we  faw  feveral 
fhips,  and  that  two  of  our  men  died.  We  were-, 
then  encountered  by  a  violent  dorm,  at  firft 
from  the  s.w.  but  afterwards  from  w.n.w. 
and  n.w.  which  continued  till  the  1 9th, 
with  an  angry  and  mountainous  fea,  by 
which  the  .fhip  drained  and  heeled  very 
much.  This  awakened  in  thofe  who  had 
never  been  at  lea*  elpecially  in  the  junior 
merchant  (the  fupercargo),  and  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  loldiers,  the  greated  appre- 
henfion  of  death-;  it  made  fo  deep  an  im- 
predion  upon  the  latte?-,  in  particular,  that 
he  was  continually  at  prayers,  upon  his 
knees,  though  he  was  not  otherwife  very 
religious.  So  we  may  fee  that  fear  produces 
B  3  what 


what  the  ftrongeft  arguments,  and  moft  earn* 
eft  exhortations,  have  failedto  effedl. 

At  noon,  on  the  i 9th  of  March,  the  ftorm 
had  entirely  fubfided  j  we  availed  of  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  repair  the  little  damage  which 
we  had  received. 

The  favourable  wind  which  we  then 
had,  did  not  continue  fo,  longer  than  the 
evening  of  the  next  day,  when  we  met  with 
calms  and  contrary  winds.  We  had,  how¬ 
ever,  now  patted  Cape  Finijierre,  the  north- 
weft  point  of  Galticia. 

The  wind  remained  contrary,  though 
with  fine  weather,  till  the  23d  of  March, 
when  the  foutherly  wind  veered  to  eaft,  and  . 
N.E.  with  good  weather,  which,  in  the  lati¬ 
tudes  we  were  in,  to  the  north  of  the  line, 
is  rather  a  lingular  circumftance  ;  for,  ge¬ 
nerally,  when  the  wind  turps  agaitift  the 
.  courfe  of  the  fun,  it  is  accompanied  by  very 
bad,  fhowery,  and  windy  weather,  which 
does  not  change  till  the  wind  returns  round 
the  lame  way  it  came,  to  the  north,  of 
which  we  had  a  ftriking  example  in  the  lail 
ftorm. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  a  failor  died,  who 


was 
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was  the  fourth,  fiuce-  our  departure  from 
Zealand ;  certainly  a  fmall  number,  in  com- 
parifon  with  the  numerous  fick,  with  which 
we  had  put  to  fea  ;  thefe  were  now  re¬ 
duced  to  fixty-fix,  and  they  were  daily  get¬ 
ting  better. 

They  that*  recovered,  undoubtedly  owed 
their  cure,  more  to  the  operations  of  nature, 
than  to  the  medicines  which  were  admini- 
Aered  to  them. 

The  furgeon  was  very  ill,  and  yvholly 
incapable  of  viflting  the  patients.  One  of 
his  mates  was  equally  lick,  and  the  two 
others,  did.  not_  even  pofiefs  fufficient  Ikill 
in  their  art,  to  diftinguilh  the  difeafe,  much 
lefs  to  prefcribe  the  neceflary  remedies  ;  lo 
that,  as  I  afterwards  under  flood,  fcarcely 
any  thing  was  adminiftered  to  the  poor  fai- 
lors,  but  rob  fambuci ,  and  Jpiritus ■  nitri  dtilcis , 
with  a  copious  lupply  of  drink. 

I  had  likewife  obferved,  when  we  were 
lying  at  anchor,  in  the  road  of  Rammekens , 
and  had  one  hundred  tmd  fourteen  lick,  and 
daily  deaths,  that  after  the  furgeon  fell  ill, 
their  number  decreafed  from  day  to  day. 

On  my  part,  I  had  put  every  means  in 
praftice,  from  the  moment  that  this  extra- 
b  4  ordinary 
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ordinary  degree  of  ficknefs  manifefted  it-v 
fqjf,  if  not  to  remove  it,  at  lead:  to  arreft 
its  progrefs,  and  foften  its  malignity. 

For  this  purpofe,  I  ordered  the  places 
where  the  fick  lay,  to  be  cleaned  out  every 
day,  without,  however,  fuffering  any  water 
to  be  ufed  in  fcouring,  or  otherwise,  be¬ 
tween  the  decks ;  for  due  confideration,  and 
my  experience  on  former  voyages,  had 
taught  me,  that  the  moift  exhalation  from 
the  wet  that  remains  behind,  contributes 
greatly  to  encreafe  the  corruption  of  the  air 
imprifoned  in  thefe  narrow  places. 

Frefh  air  was  fupplied  in  every  poflibje 
manner,  as  well  by  the  ufual  openings  of 
the  (hip,  as  by  means  of  the  ventilators, 
cool-fail,  &c.  The  fick  were  drifted  from 
time  to  time  ;  their  bedding  aired;  their 
ordure  was  not  fuffered  to  remain  below  in 
open  buckets,  but  was  immediately  carried 
up,  in  clofed  cafes ;  their  hands  and  faces 
were  wafhed  every  ' morning  with  vinegar  ; 
their  mouths  rinfed  and  the  whole  of  the 
fick- ward  was  daily  fumigated  with  juniper- 
berries,  and  fprinkled  with  vinegar. 

By  putting  all  thefe  means  in  pra&ice,  I 
was  fortunate  enough,  to  moderate  the 


great 
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great  heat,  which,  in  a  place,  where  more 
than  one  hundred  tick  were  crouded  to¬ 
gether,  muft  have  been  exceflive ;  fo  that 
at  night,  it  did  not  differ  more  than  io® 
from  that  of  my  own  cabin,  which  I  afcer- 
tained  by  hanging  two  fimilar  thermometers 
in  each  place. 

While  we  were  at  Rammekens ,  the  di- 
redtors  contributed  greatly  to  the  alleviation 
and  refreshment  of  thefe  wretched  failors, 
in  their  ftate  of  debility  and  diftrefs,  by 
fending  them  a  daily  fupply  of  freth  meat 
and  greens,  in  which  the  part  of  the  crew 
that  were  in  health  alfo  participated;  I  caufed 
a  nourishing  foup  to  be  made  for  the  tick, 
of  the  meat,  every  day  ;  and,  when  at  fea, 
I  continued  this  practice,  with  regard  to  the' 
fick,  at  noon  :  in  the  morning,  1  gave  them 
grout,  with  prunes,  mixed  with  white  wine 
and  fugar;  and  in  the  evening,  bread  foak- 
ed  in  beer,  and  Sweetened  with  treacle. 

I  made  the  conyalefcents  walk  for  one 
or  tjwo  hours,  every  4ay,  or  as  long  as  their 
length  would  allow,  between  the  upper  and 
middle  decks,  where  the  air  was  frelher  than 
in  the  lick- ward,  and  not  fo  cold  as  upon 
the  upper  deck. 


When 


[  IO  ]  ' 

When  they  had  continued  this,  for  a  few 
days,  they  came  above,  in  fine  weather,  in 
order  to  regain  tlieir  loft  ftrength,  by  in¬ 
haling  the  pure  fea-air,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
•  to  warm  themfelves  in  the  rays  of  the  fun, 
which  encreafed  in  force  every  day.  But 
I  did  not  fuffer  them  to  do  any  duty,  till 
they  were  perfectly  reftored  to  their  former 
ftrength,  and  fully  able  to  perform  the  ufual 
fhip’s  work. 

But,  to  return  to  our  voyage.  On  the 
24th  of  March,  we  faw  two  fmall  land- 
birds,  which  made  me  conclude  that  we 
were  more  to  the  eaftward,  or  cloler  in 
with  the  land,  than  we  computed  by  the 
fhip’s  reckoning;  the  more  fo,  as  in  tra- 
verfing  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  we  had  daily 
found  ourfelves  more  fouth ward  than  our 
eftimation,  which  I  attributed  to  a  current 
running  to  the  s.E.  and  which  continually 
fets  into  that  bay  from  the  eaftward. 

The  favourable  wind  which  we  got,  after 
thefe  little  adverfitierS,  carried  us,  on  the 
27th  of  March,  in  fight  of  the  ifland  Ma¬ 
deira,  the  weft  part  of  which  we  difcovered 
half  an  hour  before  funfet.  This  was  § con- 
fid  erably  different  from  my  expectation  ;  for 
I  had 
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I  had  depended,  from  the  reafons  above- 
mentioned,  that  we  fhould  have  been'  to  the 
eaftward  of  our  reckoning  -  whereas,  the 
contrary  proved  to  be  the  cafe,  as  we  found 
ourfelves  twenty-two  leagues  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  it. 

This  is  a  fingular  circumftance,  for  of 
twenty  fhips,  there  is  fcarcely  one  that  has  a 
wefterly  mifreckoning  here ;  in  general  they 
are  all  to  the  eaftward  of  their  computation; 
owing  to  the  indraught  of  the  currents,  both, 
into  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  and  into  the  bend 
between  Cape  St.  Vincent',  and  Cape  Can- 
tin,  in  which  laft  they  fet  flrongly  to  the 
.  eaft,  towards  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar :  in 
our  cafe,  the  contrary  feems  to  have  takeii 
place. 

I  had  myfelf  fo  little  expectation  of  feeing 
the  land  on  that  fide,  that  although,  in  the 
afternoon,  the  fky  bore,  in  that  quarter, 
much  the  appearance  of  land,  fhewing  like 
the  haze  of  thick  clouds,  hanging  over 
high  land,  as  Madeira*  is,  and  in  the  fame 
manner  as  I  had  before  leen  that  ifland 
overhung  with  clouds,  I  faid  to  one  of  my 
lieutenants,  that  if  the  fky  had  the  fame 
appearance  to  the  weftward,  as.it  now  fhew- 

ed 


ed  to'  the  eaft,  I  fh'ould  think  that  it  was 
Madeira ,  but  that  th.ere  was  no  probability 
of  its  being  to  the  eaftward  of  us.  We, 
however,  flaw  it,  in  that  quarter,  though  but 
a  Amall  part  of  its  eaftern  extremity  was 
vifible  to  us,  the  reft  of  the  ifland  remaining 
hid,  by  the  clouds  above,  and  by  a  thick  haze 
below. 

Towards  evening  we  loft  fight  of  it,  and 
fleered  our  courfe,  in  order  to  run  fifteen 
or  twenty  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the 
iftands  Palma  and  Fuega ,  the  moft  wefterly 
of  the  Canary  iftands,  and  afterwards  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  Cape  Verde  iftands. 

On  the  28th  of  March,  died  one  Joa¬ 
chim  Van  Wieken,  a  native  of  Riga, 
where  he  had  been  a  capital  merchant,  and 
to  the  moft  confiderable  of  the  inhabitants 
of  which  place  he  was  related.  He  had 
been  unfortunate  in  his  bufinefs,  partly  by 
a  too  implicit  confidence,  and  partly  by  his 
own  careleftiiefs  and  negligence,  fo  that  he 
was  obliged  to  quifc  his  trade,  and  native 
place,  and  to  feek  his  fortune  elfewhere! 

This  man  came  to  me  at  Middleburgh  in 
the  month  of  November,  requefting  to  be 
enlifted  as  a  foldier  for  India,  in  my  {hip, 
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As  he  was  very  well  drefied,  and  had  per- 
fedly  the  .manners  and  appearance  of  a 
gentleman,  I  was  much  furprized  at  his 
•  application.  I  endeavoured,  as  much  as 
poffible,  to  perfuade  him  to  abandon  his 
purpofe,  by  laying  before  him,  the  danger 
and  inconvenience  of  fo  long  a  voyage,  and 
the  difagreeable  treatment  he  was  likely  to 
meet  with  in  fo  low  a  ftation  ;  it  was,  how¬ 
ever,  all  in  vain,  he  was  fixed  in  his  refo- 
lution  to  undertake  the  voyage ;  alluring  me 
that  the  fecond  in  command  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  fa&ory  at  BanjermaJJing,  in  the  ifland 
of Borneo,  was  his  coufin ;  and  that  this 
perfbn  had,  feveral  times,  written  to  his  fa¬ 
mily,  that  one  of  them  fhould  come  over 
to  him  ;  that  he  was  rich,  and,  though  mar¬ 
ried,  had  no  children;  that  whoever  came 
to  him  fhould  be  his  heir,  &c.  Van 
Wieken  now  wanted  to  try  this  refburce 
for  reeftablifhing  his  ruined  affairs,  if  poffible. 

I  endeavoured  to  convince  him,  how  little 
reafon  there  was,  to^  indulge  in  fuch  ex¬ 
pectations,  as  his  relation  might  be  dead 
before  he  reached  India,  or  he  might  have 
children,  or  have  changed  his  mind  ;  that, 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  he  would  not  only  have  per¬ 
formed 
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formed  a  long  and  -difficult  voyage  to  no 
purpofe,  but  he  would  befides  find  himfelf 
in  a  remote  and  ftrange  country,  where  he 
knew  no  body,  and  whither  he  had  no  in¬ 
troduction,  or  recommendation  ;  that  he 
-would  wander  about  without  refourcey  and 
would  be  obliged  to  perform-  the  hard  du¬ 
ties  of  that  fervice  in  which  he  was  en¬ 
gaged,  and  to  which  he  would  not  find  him¬ 
felf  competent. 

Nothing,  however,  could  make  him  wa¬ 
ver  in  his  determination  ;  and,  I  therefore 
engaged  him  as  a  failor,  becaufe,  if  his 
views  proved  abortive,  it  would  be  eafier 
for  him  to  leave  the  Indies,  as  a  failor,  than 
as  a  foldier. 

As  foon  as  he  came  on, board,  I  had  him 
lodged  in  the  gunroom,  and  excufed  him 
from  performing  the  duty  of  a,  failor. 

;  '  The  reigning  diforder  .  on  board  at¬ 
tacked  him,  foon  after  we  were  at  fea,  and 
fnatching  him  from  life,  and  his  golden 
dreams  of  future  wealth,  gave  him  up  a 
prey  to  the  fifhes  of  the  deep.  So  are -the 
plans  of  prudence,  and  the  projects  of  te¬ 
merity,  baffled  by  the  decrees  of  providence, 
and  however  far  advanced  towards  their 
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completion,'  the  idle  vifion  is  diffipated,  in 
a  moment,  by  the  breath  of  heaven. 

The  day  before,  -  we  had  loft  one  Mat¬ 
thew  Joseph  Agoo,  a  native  of  Liege, 
who,  when  he  came,  on  board,  told  me,  that 
he  was  a  teacher  of  the  Latin,  French,  Italian, 
and  German  languages.  A  few  days  after¬ 
wards,  he  began  to  fhew  figns  of  inlanity, 
and  defired  to  be  fet  on-ihore.  I  alked  him, 
whether  he  had  any  reafon  to  complain  of 
bad  treatment  ?  which  he  anfwered  in  the 
negative;  adding,  however,  “  that  his  def- 
“  tiny  called  him  on  ftiore,  and  not  on 
“  board  a  Ihip.”  I  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
vince  him  of  the  contrary,  by  ftating  that 
my  deftiny,  as  well  as  his,  and  that  of  the 
whole  of  the  fhip’s  crew,  called  us  to  go 
the  voyage  to  India.  Upon  this  he  faid, 
that,  in  order  to  be  perfectly  eafy,  he 
“  muft  have  his  wife  and  children  on 
“  board.”  When  this  was  refufed  him,  he 
begged  again  to  be  fet  on  fhore,  promiling 
by  all  that  was  fa c red,  that  he  would  be¬ 
come  a  capuchin.  I  foon  law  that  little 
was  to  be  done  .with  him,  and  left  him, 
diredting  my  officers  to  take  particular  care 
of  him,  efpecially  that  he  fhould  not  be  ill 
treated. 
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treated.  The  next  morning,  a  £  feveil 
o’clock,  as  he  was  landing  by  the  main- 
chains,  he  fuddenly,  bidding  his  fhipmates 
farewel,  fprang  overboard  ;  fortunately,  one 
of  the  Tailors,  who  was  leaning  out  of  a 
porthole  between  the  decks,  caught  him  by 
the  hair  of  his  head,  or.  he  would  have  been 
carried  away  by  the  dream.  When  he  was 
fafe  on  board  again,  1  had  him  put  in  irons 
for  four-and-twenty  hours,  after  which  he 
feemed  to  have  come  to  his  fenfes  again.  .  I 
took  this  opportunity  of  afking  him  who  he 
was,  and  further  particulars  about  his  pa¬ 
rentage,  'fituation,  &c.  His  ftory  was  as 
follows : 

u  He  was  bom/’  he  faid,  ‘fat  Liege,  and 
u  had  early  been  educated  there,  by  the  Je- 
“  fuits,  for  a  learned  pr'ofeffion,  and  had  even, 
“  iri  Tome  meafure,  engaged  himfelf  in  their 
“  fraternity.  Afterwards  he  had  left  Liege , 
«  and  had  lived  for  a  long  time  in  Ger - 
“  many,  particularly  at  Prague.  He  then 
“  met  with,  a  German  nobleman,  who 
“  made  him  tutor  to  his  children.  A  little 
“  time  afterwards,  he  became  acquainted 
“  with  a  young  woman,  whom  he  married, 
t4  and  by  whom  he  had  three  children.  Af¬ 
ter 
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tc  ter  his  marriage,  he  .went,  with  his  wife, 
“  to  refide  at  a  place  in  Germany ,  where  he 
“  had  a  comfortable  livelihood  for  himfelf 
“  and  his  family,  till,  after  having  lived. 
“  for  feveral  years  in  happinefs,  lie  was 
“  overtaken  by  a  misfortune,  which  in- 
“  volved  them  all  in  diftrefs  and  mifery. 

Among  his  books,  he  had  one,  entitled, 
“  La  Pierre  Phtlofopbale ,  which  was  moft 
“  flriftly  prohibited  at  that  place.  His 
“  wife  being  once  in  converfation  with  one 
“  of  her  neighbours,  on  fuch  fubjebts,  faid, 
“  in  the  fimplicity  of  her  heart,  that  her 
“  hufband  had  that  book  in  his  pofleffioh  ; 
“  upon  which  the  other  begged  to  look 
“  at  it,  and  afterwards  to  borrow  it,  pro- 
“  mffing  to  return  it  the  next  day  ;  but  in- 
fteadyof  keeping  his  word,  he  carried  it 
*'•  diredly  to  the  officers  of  juftice ;  who 
“  immediately  feized  upon  the  property  of 
“  the  unfortunate  delinquent,  and  would 
“  equally  have  fecured  his  perfon,  had  he 
“  not  faved  himfelf  by^  flight.  Upon  this, 
“  h»  returned  to  Liege,  to  fee  whether  he 
“  could  not  raife  fome  money,  for  the  affift- 
“  ance  of  his  diftreffed  family,  left  behind 
“  in  Germany  ;  not  fucceeding  i:i  this;  he 
vol,  ii.  c  ,  “  went 
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“  went  to  Maejlricht,  intending  to  enlift  as 
■ «  a  loldier,  but  he  had  there  been  inveigled 
'«  away,  by  one  of  the  under-crimps,  em- 
«  ployed  by  the  perfons,  who  procure  re- 
“  cruits,  for  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Com- 
“  pany’s  fervice,  in  which  he  had  been  in- 
“  duced  to  engage,  and  had  thus  become 
«  a  foldier,  on  board  of  the  fhip  Owwer- 
“  kerkV 

After  we  loft  light  of  the  ifland  Madeira, 
we  had  ftiff  gales,  from  the  north  and  N.E. 
which  carried  us  fwiftly  along,  and,  on  the 
i  ft  of  April,  we  palled  the  tropic  of  cancer, 
without  any  thing  worthy  of  notice,  except 
that,  on  that  day,  the  fea  appeared  very 
turbulent,  with  ftrong  ripplings  of  currents. 
The  heat  was  not  very  confiderable,  for  the 
thermometer  did  not  reach  to  70°  in  the 
warmeft  part  of  the  day.  Our  lick  were 
daily  recovering,  and  we  had  every  profpedt, 
that  we  Ihould  Ihortly  be  without  a  fmgle 
man  unfit  for  duty.  , 

At  nine  o’clock,  4.M.  on  the  4th  of  April, 
we  faw  the  ifland  Sal,  the  northwefternmoft 
of  the  Cape  Verde  iflands.  We  here  came 
to  a  determination  of  touching  at  St.  Jago, 
to  fee  whether  we  could  not  get  a  fupply 

of 
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of  water,  and  of  refreshments,  for  our  lick, 
and  for  thofe  who  had  recovered,  but  were 
weakly,  and  were  threatened  with  the 
fcurvy. 

A  Short  time  before  noon,  we  faw  the 
ifland  Bonavijia,  along  the  eaft  fide  of  which, 
we  failed  at  two  leagues  diftance,  and  to¬ 
wards  the  evening,  we  loft  fight  of  it  again. 

The  next  morning,  at  funrife,  we  faw 
the  ifland  Mayo,  and  we  failed  to  the 
eaft  ward  of  it,  at  the  diftance  of  a  fhort 
league. 

All  thefe  iftands  appeared  very  barren, 
and  burnt  up.  Neither  trees,  nor  grafs, 
were  to  be  feen ;  nothing  but  bare  rocks, 
and  breakers  on  all  fides,  which,  however, 
appeared  not  to  extend  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  league  from  the  Shore. 

Having  palled  this  ifland,  we  fleered  for 
that  of  St.  J ago,  and  running  in  fight  of  it, 
and  clofe  in  with  the  Shore,  we  made  the 
point  of  Porto  Pray  a,  which  equally  appear¬ 
ed  very  arid  and  fcorcfced,  and  the  hills 
were  *even  become  red  from  the  parching 
climate. 

Juft  before  we  came  to  the  point  of  Porto 
c  2  '  Pray  a. 
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Pray  a,  we  faw  an  inlet,  or  bay,  which  is 
called  the  FalJ'e  Bay  of  Praya. 

In  the  deepeft  part  of  this  bay,  there  was 
a  little  grove  of  cocoanut-trees,  and  a  few 
hotifes ;  but  a  heavy  furf  broke  all  along  the 
fliore.  This  is.  eafily  to  be  diftinguifhed 
•from  the  true  bay  of  Praya ,  as  the  eaft  point 
of  the  latter  is  high,  fteep,  and  without 
breakers,  , and  that  of  the  former  is  very  low, 
•and  furrounded  by  heavy  breakers. 

:  We  ran  clofe  along  the  eaft  point  of 
Porto  Praya ,  about  a,  piftolfhot  from  the 
Ihore,  and  let  drop  our  common  bower-an¬ 
chor,  under  the  ftern  of  a  large  Englifh 
.ihip,  in  eleven  fathoms,  black  fandy  bottom; 
but  as  it  would  not  hold,  we  likewife  ran 
out  our  bell  bower,  to  which  the  fhip  bore 
up. 

We  had  in  the  mean  time  been  driven,  by 
,  the  force  of  the  wind,  to  within  three  cables’ 
elength  of  the  weft  point,  which  is  nothing 
but  a  range  of  rocks,  fo  that  we  were  in  the 
.  utmoft  danger,  ai;d  could  not  carry  out  any 
other  anchor  to  warp  us  off,  as  the  gale  was 
too  ftrong.  ■ 

.  We  found  fix  ihip  s  lying  at  anchor  here; 

namely. 
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namely,  an  Englifh  Eaft-Indiaman,  bound  t<? 
Bengal ;  two  French  veflels  for  Mauritius., 
and  three  Portuguefe  for  Brazil.  , 

Porto  Praya  is  fituated,  according  to  my 
obfervation  there,  in  north  latitude,  140  50', 
at  the  moft  fouthern  part  of  the  ifland  St. 
Jago. 

It  is  a  pretty  deep  bay,  formed  to  the  eaft 
by  the  beforementioned  point,  whence  the 
land  trends  to  the  north, 'to  the  deepeft  part 
of  the  bay.  This  eattern  fhore  is  very  high 
and  mountainous ;  at  the  end  of  the  bay,  a 
little  to  the  weft,  there  is  a  very  indifferent 
fortification,  upon  a  little  eminence,  which 
is  called  the  cattle,  and  Upon  which,  the 
Portuguefe  enfign  is  hoifted,  when  any  fhip: 
arrive. 

The  land  then  turns,  in  a  foutherly  direc¬ 
tion,  with  high  mountains,  ending  in  a  range 
of  rocks,  very  little  elevated  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fea,  which  form  the  weft  point  of 
the  bay.  , 

Almoft  in  the  middle,  between  the  weft 
point  and  the  cattle,  about  two  cables'  length 
from  the  fhore,  there  is  a  fmall  ifland,  which, 
by  the  eye,  appears  to  be  about  thirty  feet 
perpendicular  out  of  the  wa'er.  .  It  is  flat  at 
C  3  top, 
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top,  like  a  table,  and  about  eight  hundred 
feet  in  circumference,  by  computation. 
The  French  call  it  1’IJle  aux  Cailles.  The 
feamen  who  die  in  the  harbour,  are  buried 
there. 

Boats,  but  no  Ihips,  can  pafs  between  this 
ifland,  and  the  weft  Ihore;  the  paffage  is 
filled  with  funken  rocks. 

The  ciftern,  whence  the  fhips  take  in 
their  water,  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  upon 
which  the  caftle  is  built ;  and  irt  common 
feafons,  if  drawn  dry  in  the  evening,  is  full 
again  the  next  morning,  though  the  water 
itfelf  is  not  very  good,  being  more  or  lefs 
brackifh. 

The  town  of  Fray  a  confifts  of  a  few 
fcattered  huts  of  wood  and' clay.  There  are 
no  more  than  two  or  three  brick  buildings, 
which  even  can  fcarcely  be  called  houfes, 
and  which  are  inhabited  by  the  governor  and 
vice-governor. 

.  There  is  nothing  very  attra&ive  in  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  Whole  ;  and  the  dry  and 
parched  look  of  the  country,  indicates  fuffi- 
ciently  that  it  is  fituatedin  the  middle  of  the 
torrid  zone. 

Being  confined  on  board,  partly  by  ill 
health, 
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health,  and  by  the  dangerous  fituation  of  my 
Ihip,  which  required  my  conftant  prefence, 
I  did  not  go  on  fhore  to  fee  every  thing  my- 
felfi  but  T  noted  down  the  information  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  my  officers. 

As  foon  as  we  were  fafe  at  anchor,  and 
had  faluted  the  king’s  flag  with  feven  guns, 
and  were  anfwered  with  the  fame  number, 

I  fent  the  boat  on  fhore  with  my  officers,  to 
inform  the  governor  of  my  arrival,  and  to 
requefl:  that  I  might  be  fupplied  with  water 
and  refrefhments. 

They  brought,  me  information  in  return,  . 
that  no  refrefhments  were  to  be  procured  at 
the  ifland,  it  not  having  rained  for  more 
than  nine  months ;  and  that  the  diftrefs  for 
provifions  was  fo  great,  that  the  inhabitants 
were  in  great  danger  of  perifhing  with  fa¬ 
mine,  if  the  fhip  with  provifions,  which  had 
been  long  ago  written  for  from  Portugal,  did 
not  fpeedily  make  her  appearance  that 

,  there 


*  »This  drought  was,  in  eft  eft,  followed,  in  the  fame  year, 
by  a  general  famine  in  the  Cape  Verde  illands,  in  which  many 
hundreds  of  people  periflied  for  want.  The  commander  of  a 
Dutch  fhip,  which  touched  at  St.  Jago  during  this  diftrefsful 
feafon,  received  feveral  of  the  natives,  with  their  wives  and 
c  4  children, 
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there  was  very  little  water,  for  that  the 
crews  of  the  fihips  which  lay  at  anchor  here, 
were  employed,  night  and  day,  in  drawing 
out  the  lead  water  that  came  into  the 
ciftern ;  fo  th^t  if  we  could,  at  moft,  obtain 
two  leagers  a  day,  we  might  think  ourfelves 
very  well  off ;  and  this  quantity  was  no  more 
than  we  wanted  every  day,  for  our  con- 
fumption. 

As  foon  as  they  landed,  they  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  centinel,  whofe  mufquet  was 

children,  who  fold  themfelves  to  him,  in  order  to  efcape  the 
dreadful  confequences  of  want.  He  carried  them  to  the  Cafe 
of  Good  Hope ,  and  fold  them  there  ;  but  when  the  government 
was  informed  of  it,  he  was  ordered  to  redeem  them  at  his  own 
expence,  to  carry  them  back  to  their  native  country,  and  to 
bring  a  certificate  from  the  Portnguefe  governor,  importing  the 
execution  of  tliefe  orders.  The  Circumftances  of  thefe  ifiands 
feem  not  to  have  been  ameliorated  fince  ;  for,  in  i  792.  when 
the  Lion  flopped  at  St.  f ago,  on  her  outward  paflagetoChiiia,  the 
ifland  was  in  an  abfolute  ftate  of  famine.  Little  or  no  rain  had 
fallen  there  for  about  three  years  before.  The  rivers  were,  al- 
moft  all,  entirely  dry.  The  furface  of  the  earth  was,  in  gene- 
rah  deftitute  of  herbage.  The  greateft  part  of  the  cattle  had 
already  perilhed,  not  lefs  through  droughr,  than  want  of  food. 
Of  the  inhabitants,  many  had  migrated,  many  were  famiflied 
to.  death.  It  is  remarkable,  that,  in  oppofition  to  the  prefent 
parched  and  defolate  flate  of  thefe  ifiands,  the  frequent  {hewers, 
which,  were  obferved  by  the  firft'  navigators,  who  touched  at 
.this  identical  place,  the  ifland  of  St.  Jago,  induced  them  to 
give  it  the  name  of  Pluvialis.  T . 


without 
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without  a  lock,  to  the  government-houfe; 
which  made  a  very  wretched  appearance, 
where  they  had  to  wait,  till  the  governor  was 
in  readme fs  to  receive  them.  They  thought 
that  he  had  firft  to  drefs  himfelf,  as  they  faw 
clothes  carried  in  doors. 

At  laft  being  conduced  in,  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  his  excellency,  without  a  coat, 
and  in  his  waiftcoat,  having  his  hair  turned 
up  fmooth  over  the  head,  and  making,  upon 
the  whole,  a  ftrange  figure  *.  He  men¬ 
tioned,  among  other  things,  that  the  out¬ 
ward-bound  Eaft-India  Company’s  ihips, 
Honkoop,  the  Veldhoen,  ZuidbeveJand,  and 
Bothland,  had  lain  at  anchor  here,  from  the 
22d  of  January  till  the  12th  of  February 
laft,  that  they  had  brought  many  lick  with 
them,  and  left  many  dead  behind  them. 

The  furniture  of  the  chamber  of  audience, 
confifted  of  two  chairs,  a  fmall  table,  and 
two  little  pictures  hung  againft  the  wall :  in 
the  middle,  it  was  divided  acrofs  by  a  mat, 

*  »The  name  and  ftyle  of  this  auguft  perfonage,  was  Don 
Joachim  Saiama  Saldanha  de  Lobos,  governor  general 
for  the  crown  of  Portugal,  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  on  the  main 
land  of  Africa,  and  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  i (lands  oppolite  to 

it.  r. 
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and  the  part  on  the  other  tide  ferved  for  a 
kitchen. 

They  were  then  carried  to  the  vice-go¬ 
vernor,  who  was  drefled  in  a  red  cloth  coat, 
with  gold  lace,  and  a  large  pair  of  fpe&acles 
upon  his  nofe.  His  abode  was  alfo  furnifhed 
Ibmething  better.  Againfl  the  wall  hung 
three  watches,  and  a  little  wooden  cuckow- 
clock,  which  he  faid  had  been  given  to  him 
by  a  Dutch  captain.  In  one  corner  of  the 
room  lay  feveral  folio  books,  which  feemed 
to  be  in  a  very  fhabby  condition. 

Wherever  they  came,  they  were  impor¬ 
tuned  by  the  common  people  for  affiflance 
of  provifions.  There  was  even  a  Portuguefe, 
who,  by  his  drefs,  feemed  to  be  an  officer, 
and  who  offered  one  of  my  men  ten  Spanifh 
dollars,  to  be  taken  on  board  my  fhip,  pro- 
-mifing  to  do  the  duty  of  a  common  lailor,  if 
he  could  but  get  away  from  this  wretched 
country,  where  he  expected  in  a  fhort  time 
to  die  of  hunger. 

As  I  now  found  that  neither  any  refrefh- 
ments,  nor  any  water,  were  to  be  procfured 
here,  I  determined  to  depart  with  all  fpeed, 
and  profecute  my  voyage.  I  left  two  letters 
to  be  forwarded  to  Holland,  one  of  which 


was 
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was  for  the  directors  of"  the  Eaft-India  Com-  * 
pany,  informing  them  of  the  fituation  of  my 
ihip  and  crew.  Ifent  the  governor  two  or  three 
cheefe,  and  fome  ftockfifh,  to  induce  him  to' 
take  particular  care  of  ray  letters ;  he  re¬ 
ceived  my  prefent  with  many  thanks,  and 
allured  me*  he  would,  without  fail,  difpatch 
the  letters  by  fome  opportunity  for  Europe. 

On  the  7  th  of  April,  early  in  the  morning, 
we  began  to  heave  our  anchors ;  but  the 
common  bower  came  home  without  a  flock, 
and  with  all  the  force  we  could  bring  to  man 
the  capflan,  we  could  not  move  the  beffc 
bower;  we,  therefore,  determined  to  cut  the 
cable,  to  get  the  fhip  out  of  her  dangerous 
fituation,  which  we  did,  and  got  under  fail 
about  half  paft  feven  o’clock. 

The  firft  day  after  we  left  St.  Jago ,  it  blew 
hard  from  the  n.e.  but  the  wind  flackened 
in  the  following  days ;  though  we  retained 
the  n.e.  tradewind  till  the  14th  of  April,  in 
40  north  latitude ;  where  we  met  with 
calms  and  variable  winds,  accompanied  by 
thunder,  lightning,  and  heavy  fiiowers  of 
rain. 

We  availed  of  this  opportunity  to  catch 
fome  rain-water,  and,  •  for  two  mornings 
running, 
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running,  we  fecured  ‘feven  or  eight  leagers, 
though  the  heavy  rain  did  not  lad:  longer 
than  two  hours  each  time.  This  allowed 
me,  with  greater  eafe,  to  give  the  men  plenty 
of  water ;  by  which  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  find,  that  in  a  hot  and  unhealthy  climate, 
where  the  thermometer  was  ,  frequently 
above  82°,  my  fhip  was  without  a  finglefick 
man,  except  one  of  my  lieutenants,  and  a 
gunners’  mate,  who  had  both,  for  years 
before,  been  valetudinarians. 

To  the  circumftance  of  being  able  to  give 
them  a  plentiful  allowance  of  water,  I  chiefly 
attributed  the  healthinels  of  my  crew,  dur¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  the  voyage ;  and  I  have 
-found,  by  experience,  that  no  more  water  is 
expended,  by  having  an  open  water-calk  upon 
deck,  than  when  the  crew  are  put  upon  an 
allowance  of  ten  muts  *  per  day,  if.care.be 
taken  that  none  of  it  be  Ipilt,  or  unnecefla- 
rily  expended,  which  may  eafily  be  prevent¬ 
ed  by  placing  a  centinel  at  the  water-calk. 

The  realbn  why  the  men  derive  more 
benefit  from  it,  in  this  way,  is,  that  the  fa'me 
quantity  then  ferves  them  for  four  or  five 

*  About  two  pints  and  a  half.  T. 

;  draughts, 
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draughts,  which  they'  other  wife  confume  at 
once,  in  the  morning  (the  time  when  the 
allowance  is  given  out),  partly  out  of  greedi- 
nefs,  or  from  the  third:  which  they  have  dif¬ 
fered  during  the  night,  and  partly  becaufc 
they  have  no  means  of  keeping  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  allowance.  Hence,  when 
they  have  thus  drank  up  all  at  once,  in  the 
morning,  they  muft,  in  a  burning  climate, 
endure  the  mod  dreadful  third,  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  four-and-twenty  hours, 
which  is  not  a  little  aggravated  by  the  fait 
and  dry  nature  of  their  provifi ons. 

I  like  wife  took  particular  care  that  every 
thing  was  kept  clean  and  neat  between  .the 
decks,  and  conftantly  fumigated  with  gun¬ 
powder,  juniper-berries,  and  frankincenfe, 
as  well  as  fprinkled  with  vinegar.  When 
the  calms  and  heat  were  exceffive,  I  had  two 
or  three  quarts  of  lemon-juice,  put  into  a 
leager  of  water,  which  proved  very  refrefh- 
■ing  to  the  crew,  and  I  mixed  gentian-root, 
jefuits’  bark,  and  orange-peel,  in  their  al¬ 
lowance  of  Ipirits;  all  which  had  a  decided 
good  effedt  upon  the  health  of  my  people. 

Calms,  light,  variable,  and  contrary 
winds,  and  currents,  which  laft,  I  found,  by 
two 
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two  obfervations,  fet-  ftrongly  to  the  north- 
westward,  accompanied  us,  before  we  palled 
the  line,  till  the  25th  of  April,  on  which  day, 
at  noon,  we  were  in  o°  50'  fouth  latitude. 

This  was  a  day  of  joy  and  merriment.  I 
had  fome  hogs  and  Iheep  killed,  and  likewile 
fome  excellent  foup  made,  to  which  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  lemon-juice  was  added  ;  and 
their  good  cheer,  both  at  noon  and  at  night, 
which  was  encreafed  by  half  a  pint  of  punch, 
which  I  gave  to  each  man,  lb  exhilarated 
the  crew,'  that  all  was  boifterous  joviality, 
with  repeated  fongs,  and  uncouth  dances,  lo 
that  we  rather  feemed  to  be  at  a  country- 
wake,  than  on  board  of  a  fhip,  bound  on  a 
diftant  Voyage. 

My  fatisfa&ion  was  enhanced  by  the  re* 
fledtion,  that  we  had  not  one  tick  man  on 
board,  and  that  all  the  people  looked  as  hale 
and  frefh,  as  if  they  were  juft  come  from 
fhore. 

As  foon  as  we  had  patted  the  line,  the  fea 
fwarmed  with  filh,  albicores,  bonitos,  flying*, 
filh,  and  iharks ;  and  we  caught  a  groat 
many.  Which  proved  a  feafonable  and  agree¬ 
able  refrelhment  to  the  crew. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  we  had  palled  the 
1  Abrolbos 
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Abrolhos  fiioals,  and  the  next  day  the  iflands 
of  Trinidad  and  Afcenjion ;  I  wiflied  much 
to  have  feen  the  la  ft,  but  could  difcover  no 
appearance  of  land,  not  even  any  birds, 
which  made  me  think,  that  we  were  more  to 
the  eaftward  than  we  computed. 

Two  days  afterwards,  In  23I0  fouth  lati¬ 
tude,  under  the  tropic  of  capricorn,  we  loft 
the  eaft  trade  wind,  and  met  with  variable 
’winds,  moftly  from  the  s.w.  with  which  we 
fteered  s.e.  till  in  281°,  thence  e.s.e.  till  in 
330,  then  eaft  by  fouth,  till  in  342%  being 
the  latitude  of  the  weft  point  of  Faife-bay, 
and  laftly  eaft,  in  a  diredt  line  for  the  fame* 
On  the  19th  of  May,  we  faw,  for  the  hr  ft 
time,  the  birds  called  cape-pigeons  *.  Thefe 
birds  belong  to  the  genus  of  gulls,  and  are  oft 
the  fize  of  our  fea- gulls,  but  have  not  fuck 
long  and  pointed  wings,  and  are  heavier  of 
flight.  The  head,  and  the  back  of  the  neck, 
are  quite  black,  as  is  the  tail,  and  the  end  of 
the  wings,  which  are  otherwife,  together 
with  the  back,  variegated  with  black  and 
whke  fpots ;  the  breaft  and  belly  are  entirely 
white.  Thefe  birds  are  met  with,  in  large 

*  A  diverfity  of  the  fpecies  larus  catarrhaSes.  T. 

flocks. 
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fiockisr,  both  to  the  eaft,  and  to  the  Weft,  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  efpecially  in  ftormyi 
weather.  . 

Befides  thefe,  we  faw  likewife  a  number 
of  other  birds,  moft  of  which  belonged  to 
the  genus  of  gulls.  Of  thefe,  the  mantcl- 
meeunaen  *  were  the  handfomeft ;  they  are 
about  half  as  large  again  as  the  former,  of  a 
fnowtvhite  colour,  with  black  wings.  Like¬ 
wife  another  fort,  of  the  fame  fize,  which 
were  wholly  black,  with  yellow  bills. 

We  faw  alfo  the  dead  body  of  a  noord- 
kaper,  or  fpermaceti-whale  “j”,  floating  by 
us ;  we  gueffed  it  to  be  fifty  feet  in  length  : 
a  great  number  of  cape-pigeons,  and  other 
fea-birds,  were  fitting  and  feeding  upon  it. 

Till  the  23d  of  May,  we  had  almoft  con¬ 
tinually  had  the  fineft  and  moft  agreeable 
weather  that  can  be  defiredat  fea,  and  which 
had  only  been  interrupted,  now  and  then, 
though  very  feldom,  by  a  fhort  ftorm. 

We  now,  however,  began  to  experience 
a  change.  The  wind  blew  harder  from  day 
to  day;  the  fea  ran  higher;  the  fun  .was 

*  The  la,  us  marinus,  or  great  black  and  white  gull  of 

Pennant.  T. 

f  Phyfeter  TKcuroceplalus. 


fometimes 
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iometimes  hidden  from  ns  for 'entire  days ; 
the  cold  encreafed  fo  much,  that  the  ther¬ 
mometer  declined,  at  times,  even  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  to  56°  ;  fo  that  all  con- 
fpired  to  prove  to  us,  that  the  winter,  or  bad 
monfoon,  is  as  unpleafant  in  thefe  parts,  as 
the  months  of  November  and  December  are 
in  Europe ;  I  muft,  however,  except  frofl, 
but  inftead  of  it,  we  had  violent  fhowers  of 
rain  and  hail. 

_  Although  the  winds  blew  hard,  and  often 
encreafed  into  a  ftorm,  with  a  high-running 
fea,  yet  they  fhortened  our  palfag'e,  as  they 
were  conftantly  favourable.  . 

On  the  29th  of  May,  however,  the  wind 
had  encreafed  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  although, 
with  refpedt  to  '  the  point  whence  it  blew, 
it  was  favourable  for  us,  we  were  obliged 
to  lye  by,  as  the  mountainous  waves  were 
no  more  to  be  avoided,  and  threatened  to 
overwhelm  us  at  every  time ;  in  addition 
to  which,  the  head-way  of  the  fhip  was  fo 
great,  that  we  could  fc^rcely  fleer  her. 

The  next  day,  the  wind  abated  a  little,  to 
that  we  could  again  make  fail,  and  follow 
our  courfe. 

We  had,  however,  a  continuance  of  high 
voL,  ij;,  winds. 
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winds,  especially  from  the  n.w.  with  rain  and 
dark  weather and  Sometimes'  it  fuddenly 
veered,  with  a  violent  Squall,  to  the  s.w. 
after  which  it  generally  grew  more  calm. 

From  the  25th  of  May  to  the  3d  of  June, 
we  had  failed  over  a  Space' of  three  hundred 
and  forty  German  leagues  ;  at  noon,  on 
that  day,  the  wind  began  to  encreafe  in  vio¬ 
lence  fromthe  westward,  and  in  the  evening, 
it  had  grown  into  a  ftorm,  with  dark  rainy 
weather,  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  hand 
almoSf  all  our  fails. 

This,  however,  was  nothing  compared 
to  the  next  day*  the  4th  of  June,  when, 
about  eight  o’clock,  a.m.  the  tempefl  blew 
with  fuch.  dreadful  violence,  and  in  fuch 
heavy  fqualls,  that  it  exceeded  all  deicription. 
The  Stupendous  waves,  which  feemed  to 
reach  the  clouds,  broke  againft,  and  fome- 
times  over,  the  Ship  with  fiich  force,  that  had 
we  not  had  a  flufh-deck,  that  is,  one  that 
lies  even  from  ftem  to  flern,  I  do  not  believe 
that  we  Should  have  preferved  one  of  our 
mails,  not  to  fay  any  thing  of  worfe  ac¬ 
cidents. 

Fortunately,  both  wind  and  fea  began  to 
abate 
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abate  towards  the  evening,  we  Ihould  other- 
have  .  palfed. a' very  difmal  night. 

After  midnight,  when  the  wind  had  veer¬ 
ed  to  s.  w.  the  weather  cleared  up  a  little  ; 
and  we  again  fet  oar  fails,  and  purfued  our 
courfe,  without  having  fuffered; any  material 
damage.  '  ■  j:  ■  ■  ’ 

We  had  favourable  wefterly  winds,  al¬ 
though  generally  blowing  hard,  with  hazy 
weather,  till  the  8th  of  June,  when  they 
changed  to  s.E.  with  the  new  moon,  and 
thus-  turned  againfl  us  exactly  a  day  too  foon ; 
as,  by  all  figns,  namely,  the  variation  of  the 
compafs,  the  feeing  of  feals,  trumpet- weed, 
petrels  and  pintados,  and  the  change  in  the 
colour  of  the  water,  we  were  warranted  in 
our  expeditions  of  feeing  land  the  next  day. 

The  s.e.  and  eaft  winds  continued  till  the 
15th  of  June,  when  it  fell  calm.  But,  to¬ 
wards  noon,  we  got  a  breeze  from  the  s.w. 
with  which  we  endeavoured  to  make  feme 
northing,  as  we  found  ourfelves  in  the  fouth 
latitude  of  35i°.  * 

-  On*  the  17th,  we  experienced  a  fudden 
change,  and  a  heavy  fquall  from  the  well 
and  n.w. 

As  we  thought  ourfelves  fo  near  the  land, 
d  %  .  we 
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we  durft  not  fland  on  with  this  wind,  which 
was  accompanied  by  thunder,  lightning,  and 
hail,  but  towards  evening,  we  took  in  all  our 
fails,  except  the  main  and  mizen  flayfails, 
under  which  we  lay  by  during  the  night. 

The  fea,  forced  on  by  the  violence  of  the 
rain  and  hail,  ran  fo'high,  and  broke  with  fo 
much  violence  againfl  the  fides  of  the  fhip, 
that  (he  was  frequently  under  water  to  lee¬ 
ward,  as  far  as  the  hatches,  and  the  yard- 
arms  fwept  the  furface  of  the  fea. 

This  weather  continued  till  the  19th,  when 
the  wind  abated  a  little,  and  enabled  us  to 
make  fail.  In  the  forenoon,  we  fleered 
n;e.  in  order  to  make  the  land .  In  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  we  faw  two  feals  and  a  whale, 
which  made  us  expert  to  difcover  the  land 
every  moment ;  but  the  weather  growing 
hazy,  and  the' evening  beginning  to  fall,  we 
again  loft  all  hope  of  it. 

In  order,  however,  that  we  might  not 
overfhoot  the  land,  we  judged  it  advifable,  to 
bring  to,  and  wait  till  daylight. 

We  founded  with  a  line  of  ond  hundred 
and  fifty  fathoms,  but  found  no  bottom.  But  • 
at  half  paft  nine  in  the  evening,  we  .got 
foundings 
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foundings  in  ninety  fathoms.  This  indicated, 
that  had  the  weather  been  clear,  we  fhould 
have  feen  the  land  at  lunfet. 

-  Unfortunately,  the  n.w.  wind  had  en- 
Creafed  to  fueh  a  degree,  after  funfet,  that 
the  proximity  of  our  deftined  port,  was  of  no 
avail,  for  it  lay  in  the  exa£t  direction  whence 
the  wind  blew  ;  and  we  were,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  forced  to  make  fail  'off  fhore,  not 
knowing  how  far  we  were  from  the  land, 
and  being  fure  that  if  the  wind  veered  round 
to  thefouth  or  s.w.  we  fhould  run  the  greatefl 
danger  of  loling  both  the  fhip,  and  our  lives. 

We  were  driven  along,  on  the  reef  of 
Anguillas ,  in  this  ftorm,  from  the  northweft, 
till  the  22d  of  June,  in  the  forenoon  of  which 
day,  the  weather  abated, 'in  io  far,  that  we 
could  fet  our  lower  fails,  and  the  main  top- 
fail  with  three  reeves ;  flattering  our-felves 
with  the  hope  that  we  fhould  foon  meet 
with  a  favourable  gale. 

This  was,  however,  but  of  fhort  duration, 
for  the  wind  again  grtew  to  fuch  a  head, 
about  half  pafl  two  o’clock,  p.m.  that  we 
were  forced  to  hand  all  our  fails ;  and  at 
four,  the^florm  had  become  a  perfedt  hur- 
d  3  ricane. 
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ricane  *,  which  continued  to  rage  with  the 
greateft  fury,  till  about  midnight,  the  wind 
inceffantiy  veering  round  from  north  to  s.s.k. 
with  violent  hail,  thjinder,  and  lightning. 
The  fky  and  the  lea  were,  in  appearance, 
fo  thoroughly  blended  and  confounded,  that 
it  was  only  clofe  to  the  fhip,  that  we  could 
diftinguifh  what  was  really  fea.  We  feem- 
ed  to  be  enveloped  in  impenetrable  obfcurity, 
while  the  lurid  light  afforded  by  the  inceffant 
lightning  (hooting  clofe  down  by  the  fhip, 
ferved  only  to  perplex  and  dazzle  the  fight, 
and  to  encreafe  the  awefulnefs  of  the  fcene. 
The  furges,  towering  above  our  heads,  fell 
upon  the  ftern  and  fides  of  the  velfel  with 
hideous  violence,  and  threatened,  every 
moment,  to  overwhelm  us  entirely-  the 
force  of  the  waves  frequently  made  the  fhip 

*  The  denomination  of  hurricane,  belongs  properly  to  that 
fpecies  of  tempeft,  in  which  the  wind,  blowing  with  the 
Utmoft  fury,  does  not  come  from  any  fixed  quarter,  but  runs 
round  from  north,  to  weft,  and  through  fouth,  to  eaft,  railing 
the  billows,  on  all  fides,  with  repeated  hlafts,  and  accompanied 
with  viotent  thunder  and  lightning,  fo  that,  all  the  elements 
feem'  to  be  intermingled  in  one  confufion.  All  this  toolc  place 
in  the  hurricane  here  mentioned,  with  the  exception,  that,  in 
in  the  eight  hours  which  it  continued,  the  wind,  inftead  of 
running  all  round  the  compafs,  was  confined  between  north 
and  s.s.2. — S. 


heel 
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heel  fo  much,  that  the  was  under  water  on 
one  fide  as  far  as  her  mails,  while  the  howl¬ 
ing  wind,  bearing  perpendicularly  down  upon 
them,  prefled  them,  as  it  were,  into  the  wa¬ 
ter,  and  kept  the  fhip  for  feveral  minutes 
feemingly  in  the  very  a  diion  of  overfetting. 

As  nothing  could  now  be  done,  by  the  art 
of  man,  we  were  forced  to  abandon  the  {hip 
to  the  power  of  the  winds  and  waves,  and 
the  mercy  of  heaven. 

In  this  tremendous  conjuncture,  we  owed 
our  prefervation,  next  to  God,  to  the  con- 
ilrudiion  of  our  veflel ;  for  although  {he  was 
expofed,  without  any  guidance,  to  the  fury 
of  the  fea,  and  the  tempefi,  and  was  often 
wholly  overwhelmed  by  the  waves,  the  wa¬ 
ter  could  not  penetrate  any  where,  but  flow¬ 
ed  off  on  all  fides,  when  the  rofe  again ; 
whereas  had  £he  been  a  deep-waiiled  {hip, 
ihe  would  infallibly  have  been  water-logged, 
and  would,  at  lead:,  have  rolled  away  her 
mails,  if  not  foundered. 

It  is  difficult  to  concave,  why  this  manner 
of  building  has  only  been  adopted,  for  the 
Eaft-India  Company’s  {hips,  by  the  chamber 
of  Zealand ;  for  it  is  incontrovertable,  that  a 
flufh-decked  {hip  is  much  more  able  to  with- 
jd  4  {land 
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ftand  the  force  of  the  waves,  than  a  deep- 
wa  ed  one. 

After  midnight,  the.  ftorm  began  to  abate 
a  little,  but  the  wind  was  ftill  too  high  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  any  fail  being  bent.  I,  however, 
directed  the  flying  jibfail  to  be  fpread  in  the 
mainchains,  to  leeward,  in  order  to  give  the 
flu'p  iome  idem,  againft  the  violent  rolling. 

^  The  next  day,  at  fix  o’clock,  a.m.  the 
high  wind  changed  fuddenly  to  a  dead  calm, 
which,  however,  lafted  no  more  than  four  or 
five  minutes,  when  it  again  blew  a  violent 
ilorm  from  s.s.e.  accompanied  by  hail  j  but 
it  fubfided  by  degrees  during  the  forenoon, 
after  which  we  purfued  our  voyage,  with  a 
fair  wind,  and  fine  weather,  for  Falfe-l&a.y. 

By  the  bad  weather,  which  had  thus  con¬ 
tinued  for  feveral  days,  we  computed  that 
we  had  been  driven  a  great  way  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  Gape  Anguillas :  but  on  the  next 
day,  being  the  24th  of  June,  about  one 
o’clock,  f.m.  getting  fight  of  the  land  of 
Africa ,  we  found  that  we  were  much  more 
to  the  weftward,  than  we  had  reckoned, Tince 
we  had  firft  ftruck  foundings,  which  muft 
only  be  afcribed  to  the  currents  which  now 
fet  forwards,  or  towards  the  eaft.  What 
confirmed 


£  41  1  .  - 

confirmed  me  in  this  opinion  was,  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  journal  of  the  fhip  Baarzande , 
commanded  by  that  very  intelligent  and  ex¬ 
perienced  feaman,  Captain  Haringman, 
his  fhip  had  been  carried  one  hundred  and 
eight  leagues  more  to  the  weftward,  than  by  - 
her  reckoning,  in  the  fpace  of  fifteen  days, 
lince  fhe  had  firfi  fallen  in  with  the  coaft 
.Jlfrica,  near  Punto  Primetras. 

But  our  reckoning,  lince  our  lafl  obferva- 
tion  at  the  ifland  St.  J.agb,.- on  the  ,7th  of 
'.'April,  differed  more  from  our  true  fituation  ; 
for  we  computed  that  we  had  failed  one 
hundred  and  thirty  leagues  more  than  we,  in 
reality,  found  to  be  the  cafe. 

The  next  morning,  we  endeavoured  to 
work  into  JFW/^-Bay,  but  were  firfi  fruftrated 
by  its  falling  calm,  and  on  the  enfuing  day  by 
a  florm  from  the  n.w.  which  drove  us  out 
to  fea,  and  prevented  us  from  making  the 
bay  again  till  the  28th. 

The  day  after,  we  were  fortunate  enough 
to  call  anchor  within  -she  bay,  on  the  weft 
fhore,  in  thirty-eight  fathoms,  about  a  league 
and  a  half  from  Simon  s-Bay,  which  we  could 
not  reach,  on  account  of  its  falling  calm. 

I  had,  at  this  time,  three  hundred'  and  fifty 


men 
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men  on  board,  who  were  in  perfect  health, 
and  I  had  loft  no  more  than  nine,  fince 
leaving  Zealand . 

On  the  next  day,  being  the  30th  of  June, 
the  wind  blew  hard  from  the  north;  I  fhould, 
neverthelefs,  have  endeavoured  to  work  up 
to  the  anchorage,  if  1  had  then  known  that 
it  was  fo  near  ;  but  the  Company’s  chart, 
fjrhich  I  afterwards  found  to  be  of  no  ufe  to 
me,  together  with  what  one  of  my  lieutenants 
told  me,  who  had  before  been  here  in  a  lub- 
ordinate  ftation,  induced  me  to  think,  that 
this  could  not  be  effedted  in  one  day,  for 
which  reafon,  I  chofe  to  remain  at.  anchor 
where  I  was,  till  the  wind  became  a  little 
favourable. 

But  the  time  was  not  yet  come,  to  put  a 
period  to  our  wanderings ;  for,  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  30th  of  June,  the  wind  again 
rapidly  encreafed,  and  at  half  paft  nine 
o’clock,  our  anchor  began  to  drag,  and  the 
fhip  fwung  with  her  head  towards  the  fhore, 
fo  that  we  had  only 'time  to  cut  the  cable,  to 
come  round  before  the'  wind,  and  put  to  fea 
again,  being  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  ftrikihg 
upon  the  rocks  of  the  weft  point. 

The  ftorm,  which  drove  us  from  our 
anchor, 
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anchor*  lafted  till  the  5  th  of  July,  when  it 
fubfided,  and  we  again  got  fight  of  the  coafi: 
of  Africa ,  near  Rio  Dulce.  * 

We  ftill  were  tormented,  fometimes  by 
, florins,  and  fometimes  by  contrary  winds,  till 
the  1 2th  of  July,  when  we  found  ourf?  Ives, 
at  daybreak,  under  the  eaft  point  ox  Falfe- 
Bay,  called  the  Hang/ip.  ,  \ 

Although  the  wind  then  blew  from  the 
s. w.  with  much  force,  and  the  fea  ran  very 
high,  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  weather  .. 
the  point,  and  at  two  o’clock,  p.m.  to  an¬ 
chor  in  the  outer  road  of  Simon 's  Bay  ;  but 
as  it  then  fell  calm,  We  could  not  get  far-’ 
ther;  arid  though  we  made  every  exertion  to 
warp  in,  we  could  not  effedl  it.  The  red- 
dent  of  the  bay,  came  onboard  of  me,  the 
fame  afternoon,  and  I  delivered  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  papers  to  him.  ■  ■  , 

On  arriving  here,  we  counted  twenty-five 
men  on  the  ficklift,  ten  or  twelve  of  whom 
were  down  by  external  accidents,  and,  as  be- 
forefaid,  nine  had  died,  fince  our  departure 
from  Zealand. 

The  next  day,  'being  the  13th  of  July, 
we  warped  in,  between  the  Rooman’s  Rock, 
and 
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and  the  Ark,  which  is  equally  a  rock  above 
water,  and  anchored  in  twelve  fathoms. 

Falfe-'Bs.y  is  a  large  and  deep  inlet, 
fttuated  to  the  lbutheaft  of  Table-  Bay  and 
Capetown  and  caftle.  Its  weft  tide  is  form¬ 
ed  by  a  range  of  mountains,  which  run  from 
the  -Lion’s  Mountain,  fouthward,  and  termi¬ 
nate  in  the  fea,  feven  leagues  off;  with  a 
low  point,  upon  which,  however,  there  are 
two  middling  high  hills,  by  which  it  is  dif- 
tinguifhable.  This  ridge  makes  a  bend, 
from  Simon’s  Bay,  to  the  northeaffward, 
nearly  a  league  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
ends  at  a  place,  where  there  is  a  poft  of  the 
Company,  called  Mulzenbiirg .  Thence,  for 
three  leagues  eaft,  the  beach  is  befet  with 
low  fandhilis,  at  the  end  of  which  itftrends 
foutheaft,  for  about  two  leagues,  till  it  reaches 
a  chain  of  .  high  mountains,  which  form  the 
boundary  of  Hottentot  Holland  and  termi¬ 
nate  in  the  fea,  two  leagues  farther  to  the 
fouth,  in  a  very  remarkable  hill,  called  the 
Hang  lip.  ' 

The  mouth  of  the  bay,  from  the  Hangllpt 
to  the  weft  point,  which  lie  eaft  and  weft 
from  each  other,  is  full  four  German  leagues 
broad  y 
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broad  ;  ,  its  extent  ii%nd  may  be  a,  little 
more.!,  .  • 

. ;  Along  the  weft  (hore,  where  there  is.every 
where  good  anchorage,  as  well  as  in  the 
middle  of  the  bay,  though  in  deep  water, 
there  are  feveral  bights,  which  are  alfo  call¬ 
ed  bays,  as  Buffalo-Bay,  Kalk ,  or  Lime,  Bay, 
&c.  in  which  fhips.  may  lie  at  anchor,  but 
they  ;are  no#  where  iheltered  from  the  Ton th- 
eaft  winds,  except  in  Simon's  Bay, which  runs 
farther  in,  and  is  >  covered  by  two  rocks  at 
the  entrance,  upon  which  the  foutheaft  fwell 
of  the  fea  breaks,  and  behind  them,  ihips  lie 
Iheltered  from  all  winds,  or,  as  our  feamen 
exprefs  it,  fea-blind.  Twenty  ihips  may  lie 
here  with  eafe,  at  once,  to  take  in  water  and 
refreflunents. 

Befides  the  Company’s  hofpital,  their 
magazine,  and  ihambles,  there  are  only  four 
pr  five  houfes  here,  one  of  which  is  inha¬ 
bited  by  the  refident,  who  had  formerly  the 
rank  of  junior  merchant,  but  was  now  book¬ 
keeper; 

The  hofpital  is  an*  edifice,  in  which  one 
hundred  patients  can,  with  eafe,  be  ad¬ 
mitted.  It  is  built  upon  the  brow  of  a  hill. 
It  has  a  triple  front  towards  the  fea.  The 
j  apart- 
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apartments,  which 'are  lofty*  and  without 
ceiling,  are  very  airy.  In  the  center  is  a  large 
fquare  court ;  fo  that  the  lick  here,  have  al¬ 
ways  frelh  air,  which  contributes  largely  to 
their  recovery.  The  hofpital  at  the  Cape, 
as  we  have  before  obferved  is  deftitute  of 
this  advantage  ;  whence,  likewife,  twice  a'S 
many  of  the  patients  die  ther.e  as  here;  -  •  * 
The  hofpital  formerly  hood  upon  the 
beach,  where  now  the  magazines  and  work¬ 
shops  are  placed ;  thefe  la#  form  one  long 
building,  which,  however,  is  only  twenty 
feet  in  breadth. 

We  found  two  Englilh  Ships  lying  at  an¬ 
chor  here,  bound  to  Madras  and  Bengal, 
On  board  of  one  of  them,  had  embarked, 
Lieutenant  General  Clavering,  who  was 
lent  out  to  take  the  command  of  the  military 
in  Bengal,  in  behalf  of  the  king ;  he  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  Colcinel  Monson,  and  other 
officers }  there  were  likewife  Some  counfel- 
Jors  of  juflice  on  board,  for  Bengal,  where 
the  English  poffeffions,  were  about  to  be  put 
upon  a  different  footing. 

Besides  thefe,  there  were  three  French 
Ships  anchored  in  the'  bay.  The  large#, 

*  Sec  page  550,  of  volunae  I.  '  ;  * 

commanded 
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commanded  by  M.  de  St.  Hilaire,  was 
bound  to  Surat,  and  had  on  board  M.  de 
Breincourt,  French  conful  of  that  place. 

This  fhip,  called  the  Due  £  Arras,  had 
been  built  for  the  king,  and  to  carry  feventy- 
four  guns,  but  fhe  was  now  private  property. 

The  captain,  although  not'  in  the  fervice 
of  the  king,  but  only  in  that  of  private  indi¬ 
viduals,  when  he  firft  came  here,  fome  time 
before,  had  been  much  diflatisfied  that  his  fa- 
lute  had  not  been  returned,  although  the  go¬ 
vernment  had  taken  care  to  apprize  him, 
before  he  faluted,  that,  according  to  a  refolu- 
tion  of  the  council  of  India,  they  were  not 
allowed  to  return  the  falute  of  any  French 
fhip,  notin  the  king’s,  or  Company’s,  fervice. 
.This  gentleman  was  highly  affronted  at  this, 
becaufe  he  conceived,  that  his  having  re¬ 
cently  been  favoured  by  the  king,  with  an 
order  of  knighthood,  was  a  fufficient  quali¬ 
fication,  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  king’s  officer, 
and  he  threatened  to  take  fatisfa&ion  for  the 
flight  put  upon  him,  by  attacking  the  Eaft- 
India  Company’s  fhip  Alkemade ,  which  lay 
at  anchor  here. 

Whether  the  government  were  afraid  that , 
fie  would  put  this  menace  in  execution,  and 
]  .  .  thereby 
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thereby  endanger  a  -Company’s  fhip,  or  whe¬ 
ther  any  other  reafons  fwayed  them  to  change 
their  refolution,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  only,  that, 
to  make  an  end  of  this  difpute,  the  Alkemade 
received  orders  to  return  the  Frenchman’s 
falute,  a  long  while  after  it  was  made,  with 
an  equal  number  of  guns. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Cape ,  complained, 
in  general,  of  the  infolent  behaviour  of  the 
French,  tvho,  it  was  faid,  were  much  more 
favoured  by  the  government,  than  any  other 
nation. 


'  CHAli 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Journey  to  Capetown. — The  Welzand,  or  Quick- 
Jand. — Muizenburg. — Militia,  and  Means  of 
Defence,  at  the  Cape. — An  Excurfion  inland . — 
Remarks  on  the  -planting  of  Vines,  and  prefiing  of 
.  Wine. — Rivers  inland  fometimes  are  large  Streams, 
and  fometimes  rim  dry. — Defcription  of  a  large 

.  Farm. — Difeafes  of  the  Cattle. — Account  of  the 
Farmer. — Converfation  with  him  on  the  Produce, 

..  &c.  of  the  Country . — Tithes  and  Duties  paid  to 
the  Company. — Farm  of  Wine  and  Spirituous  Li¬ 
quors  .—Plans  for  Improvement. — Muscle  and 
.Saldanha  Bays  fit  Objects  of  Attention . — Hof- 
pitality  of  an  African  Colonjfi.- — Their  happy 
Lives.  —  Village  of  Stellenbosch.  —  Het  ' 
Moddergat.  — '  Hottentot  Holland. — 
Abufe  of  Authority  by  one  of  the  Governors,  -with 
Regard  to  this  Trait. — Friendly  Reception  at  another 
Farmer’s. — Further  Enquiries  and  Particulars  re- 
.  fpefting  the  Produce  and  Trade  of  the  Cape.— 
Muscle,  Agva,  Saldanha,  and.  St.  He¬ 
lena  Bays. — The  Seat  called  Vergeleegen,— 

'  Return  to  Capetown. — Short  Stay  of  the  Ship, 
the  Occafion  of  much  Difeafe  afterwards  among 
fthe  Crew.— Return  to  Table -Bay  of  a  Vejfel 
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that  had  been  driven  far  to  the  South. — Return  t» 
False-jB«>'. — Arrival  of  a  Ship  from  Holland 
•with  a  great  Number  of  Sick. 

EVERY  thing  being  in  due  order  on  board 
of  my  fhip,  and  my  prefence  not  being  fur¬ 
ther  neceffary,  I  made  an  engagement,  on 
the  14th  of  July,  with  three  gentlemen,  to 
ride  to  the  Gape. 

We  fet  off  about  one  o’clock  ;  the  rdad 
firft  led  along  the  beach,  the  Tea  being  ort 
our  right,  and  a  high  ridge  of  mountains 
on  our  left,,  which  hung  over  us.  After 
riding  for  about  an  hour,  we  came  to  a  place, 
which  is  called  the  Welzand,  or  ffuickfand. 

The  mountains  here  take  a  large  bend 
inland,  and  form  a  Tandy  valley,  which  ex¬ 
tends  to  the  Teafhore,  and  is  peculiarly  dan- 
•  gex'ous  for  travellers,  as  it  does  not  unfre- 
quently  happen,  that  people,  ignorant  of  the 
circumftance,  getting  into  the  loofe  fand,  are 
in  great  danger  of  finking  into  it,  and  being 
buried  alive,  if  fpeedy  afliftance  be  not  at 
hand  to  extricate  them. 

Two  days  before  I  paffed  here,  an  Eng- 
lifhman,  who  belonged  to  one  of  the  fhips  in 
the  bay,  got  into  this  place  with  his  horfe,  in 
the 
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the  evening;,  and  he  would  moft  probably 
have  loft  his  life,  had  he  not  inftantly,  as 
foon  as  he  felt  his  hoiffe  finking  under  him, 
Iprang  off  and  got  away,  while  the  animal 
was  prefently  fwallowed  up  in  the  fand,  and 
ftifled,  without  his  rider  being  able  to  give 
him  any  afliftance. 

As  I  did  not  find  any  one,  who  had  been 
inclined  to  examine  this  part  with  accuracy, 
or  who  could  give  any  reafon  for  the  phe¬ 
nomenon  of  the  fand  being  fo  loofe,  as  to 
fwallow  up  thofe  who  attempted  to  pafs  over 
it,  and  my  own  time,  and  opportunity, would 
not  permit  me  to  ufe  my  poor  abilities  for 
this  purpofe,  I  am  wholly  ignorant  of  the 
caufes  to  which  thefe  circumftances  are  to  be 
attributed. 

The  fureft  means  of  avoiding  the  danger 
of  this  road,  which  is  about  a  quarter  of  a 
Dutch  mile  long,  is  by  riding  clofe  down 
by  the  fea,  or  even  through  the  furf,  where 
the  aground  is  hard  ;  though  here,  likewife, 
prudence  muft  be  ufed  ;  for  if  one  ride  too 
far  through  the  waves,  there  is  no  little  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  carried  away  by  them. 

A  too  great  fear  for  the  Welzand ,  had 
nearly  coft  my  fecond  lieutenant  his  life; 
j  e  2  for 
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for  riding  too  far  through  the  water,  he  got 
out  of  his  depth  with  his  horfe,  and-  the  ani¬ 
mal  fwam  away  from  under  him  ;  fortu¬ 
nately  he  was  an  adept  in  the  art,  and  he 
faved  his  life  by  fwimming,  reaching  the 
ihore  at  the  fame  time  with  his  horfe. 

Nothing  is  produced  in  this  fandy  valley, 
but  in  fome  places,  a  few  green  bufhes,  which 
fomewhat  refemble  the  broom  that  grows 
upon  our  downs. 

Befides  this  Welzand,  there  is  another 
fmaller  paffage,  which  is  equally  dangerous, 
from  the  fame  circumftances,  and  lies  about 
halfway  between  this  and  Simon* 

Having  paffed  this  dangerous  fpot,  at  full 
gallop,  in  order  to  run  the  lefs  peril  of  fink¬ 
ing  in,  we  came,  a  Ihort  half  hour  after¬ 
wards,  to  a  place  called  Muizenburgb,  which 
is  a  poft  of  the  Company,  who  keep  two  or 
three  men  conftantly  on  the  look-out  here, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fending  immediate  advice 
to  the  Cape,  of  the  arrival  of  ihips  in  Falfe- 
Bay,  or  their  departure  from  it. 

"  There  are  ftables  here  belonging  VO  the 
Company,  which  were  eredled,  in  the  years 
1755,'  and  1756,  ■  for  the  cavalry  of  ttm 
country,-  who,  upon  the-  leaft  alarm  of  in. 

enem’y 
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enemy  attempting  to  land  in  the  neighbour-, 
ing  Kalk  or  Lim-Bzy,  mu  ft  inftantly  repair 
‘  thither,  with  fome  light  artillery,  to  prevent 
their  landing ;  or,  if  they  have  landed  in  fome 
.  of  the  other  bays  higher  up,  their  paffage 
farther  muft  here  be  difputed,  the  place 
being  of  that  nature,  that  fifty  determined 
men,  may  ftop  the  progrefs  of  feveral  thou- 
fands,  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  for  the  road 
is  very  narrow,  with  high  mountains  on 
one  fide,  and  a  precipice  of  upwards  of  forty 
feet  on  the  other,  the  bottom  of  which  is 
/  wafhed  by  the  fea.  The  chain  of  mountains, 
which  half  inclofe  Falfe- Bay,  likewife  termi¬ 
nates  here. 

After  having  taken  fome  refrelhment,  we 
followed  the  road  which  leads  north  into  the 
country,  leaving  the  vineyards  of  Conjian- 
tia  *,  and  fome  other  farms  and  country- 
feats, 

*  Thefe  confift  of  two  farms,  called  Great  and  Little 
Conftantiet.  Their  annual  produce  is,  of  red  wine,  about 
fxxty  pipes,  and  of  white,  about  ninety  ;'  yet  the  vintage  here, 
as  in  oFher  places,  is  different,  in  different  years.  Thefe  two 
farms  were  for  a  long  time  the  only  fpots  which  could  pro- 
duce  this  delicate  wine ;  but  lately  fome  other  farms  in  this 
■$iftri£t,  and  in  a  few  other  places,  have  been  able  to  bring 
tneir  wines  to  the  fame  degree  of  excellence.  But  as  the 
e  3  Company 


r  54  ]  " 

feats,  which  lie  here  in  an  extenfive  hollow 
between  the  mountains,  on  the  leftfide,  and, 
the  fandhills,  which  are  interfperfed  over  a 
large  plain  of  feveral  leagues  in  extent,  pro¬ 
ducing  nothing  but  fome  brufhwood,  and  a 
few  infignificant  thickets,  on  the  right  hand. 
Every  thing  bore  a  barren  and  Tandy  ap¬ 
pearance.  We,  however,  met,  at  intervals, 
with  a  few  rivulets,  running  down  from 
the  hills,  out  of  which  we  let  our  horfes 
drink. 

About  half  pail  five,  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  we  reached  Capetown.  I  immediately 
waited  upon  the  governor  of  the  colony,  Mr. 
van  Plettenburg,  and  upon  Mr.  Hemmy, 
the  fecond  in  command,  to  acquaint  them  of 
my  arrival. 

The  next  day  I  converfed  with  the  gover¬ 
nor,  more  amply  than  the  preceding  even¬ 
ing,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  fituation  of 
myfhip  and  crew.  I  requeftedhis  excellency 

'Company  referved  to  themfelves  the  excluGve  fale  of  Con- 
ftantia  wine,  which  confequendy  was  confidered  as  •contra¬ 
band,  and  was  not  to  be  bought,  or  tranfported  to  Europe, 
under  that  name,  by  individuals,  they  hit  upon  the  expedient 
of  giving  their  wine,  which  in  point  of  goodnefs  does  not- 
yield  to  Conflantia,  the  name  of  maag,  or  Jlumacb  wine.  % 

'  ■  ' 
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to  allow  me  to  remain -at  leaft  for  the  fpace 
of  a  fortnight  where  I  was,  in  order  that  my 
people,  who  had  been  greatly  fatigued  by 
the  length  of  the  voyage,  and  efpecially  by 
the  continued  tempeftuous  weather  we  had 
experienced  for  the  laft  five  weeks,  might 
be  enabled,  by  the  refrefhments  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  them,  to  recover  fufScient  ftrength 
to  encounter  anew  the  boifterous  weather  of 
a  winter  in  the  fouthern  latitudes :  I  like- 
wife  begged  leave  to  fend  forty  or  fifty  men 
on  fhore  every  day,  in  order,  that  by  taking 
exercife  among  the  hills,  and  by  the  effedfs 
of  the  land-air,  the  fcorbutic  tendency,  which  , 
already  began  to.manifeft  itfelf  among  them, 
might  be  combated.  In  both  which  in- 
flatices  the  governor  kindly  complied  with 
my  defires.  , 

On  the  following  Sunday  I  attended  di¬ 
vine  fervice,  and  heard  a  mod:  excellent 
difcourfe,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Serrurier, 
who  is  really  an  eloquent  preacher. 

Dining  that  day  with  Mr.  Ronnetcamp, 
the%converfation  at  table  turned  upon  the 
Rate  of  defence  of  the  country,  and  as  that 
gentleman  had  accefs  to  the  fecret  affairs  of 
^  the  colony,  I  took  the  opportunity  of  afking 
e  4  him4 
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him,  how  many  men  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  he  computed,  could  be  muttered  at 
the  Cape?  He  told  me,  that  he  could  not 
determine  this  with  accuracy,  but  that  there 
■were  full  one  thoufand  at  the  Cape,  and  twice 
as  many  of  the  country-people,  who  were 
enrolled,  in  order  to  take  up  arms  upon  any 
emergency  As  likewife  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  colonifts  could  not  be  ascertain- 
ed,  for  that  the  colony  was  already  fo  far 
extended,  that  the  more  dittant  farmers,  re¬ 
quired  forty  days  (or  rather  nights,  for  they 
always  travel  by  night),  to  ride  with  their 

*  In  order,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  to  apprize  all  the  farmers,  who 
live  difperfed  far  and  wide  over  the  country,  of  the  impend¬ 
ing  danger,  high  pofts  are  erefled  all  through  the  land,  upon 
which  lights  ate  hotfted  at  night :  the  chain  of  them  begins 
at  the  caftle,  the  next  ftation  is  at  the  Zoute,  or  dWr-river, 
and  fo  on  towards  the  country ;  upon  the  feeing  of  which 
fignals,  every  one  is  obliged  to  repair  armed  to  the  caftle. 

When  a  youth  is  arrived  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  muft  be 
enrolled,  and  every  year  he  muft  refort  to  the  place  of  rendez¬ 
vous,  in  order  to  perform  his  exercife.  On  this  occalion  he 
muft  take,  the  oath  of  allegiance.  When  a  father  has  two 
fons  in  the  militia,  he  is  himfelf  exempt  from  duty.  Thefe 
reviews,  both  of  horfe  and  foot,  are  held 'every  year,»in  the 
town  for  the  burghers,,  and  at  Stclknbofcb  and  Znuellendam  for 
the  farmers  belonging  to  the  colony.  If  any  one  negleift  to 
appear  at  the  rendezvous,  he  is  fined.  T.  ^ 

waggons 

) 
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waggons  to  the  Cape ;  ‘and  that  thefe,  both 
in  their  manners  and  appearance,  more  re- 
fembled  Hottentots  than  Chriftians. 

As  I  had  not  much  time  to  fpend  at  the 
Cape,  I  arranged  my  affairs,  fo  that  I  could 
make  a  little  excurfion  into  the  country  for 
four  or ‘five  days.  For  that  purpofe  I  made 
a  party  with  Mr.  Ernst  (whom  I  had 
known  as  lieutenant  of  the  cavalry  at  Ba¬ 
tavia,  and  who  was  now  here,  with  his 
wife,  on  his  palfage  to  Europe),  and  Met 
fieurs  Van  Wielingen,  and  Le  Sueur. 

Having  obtained  the  neceflary  permifiion 
from  the  governor  we  left  Capetown ,  at 
lime  o’clock  in  the  morning,  taking  with 
us  a  flave  to  attend  upon  our  horfes. 

We  firft  rode  to  the  Zout e-river,  -which 
we  forded  at  half  pad:  nine,  our  horfes  go¬ 
ing  into  the  water  as  far  as  their  bellies ; 
for  the  river  had  been  encreafed  by  the 
•heavy  rains,  and  the  ilream  was  pretty 
ftrong. 

Thence  we  rode,  in  an  e.n.e.  direction, 

**  As  the  colonifts  are  enjoined  by  the  laws,  tofeize  and 
bring  to  the  Cape,  all  fitch  as  travel  about  the  country,  with- 
-s.out  being  able  to  fhew  a  permifiion  in  writing  for  that  purpofe, 
a  pafs  from  the  governor  is  neceflary.  7. 


to 
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to  the  'Tiger -valley ,'  where  we  flopped  at 
eleven  o’clock,  at  the  farm  of  one  Ek.^ 
steen,  to  take  fome  refreshment,  confifting 
of  fome  bread  and  butter,  and  a  good  glafs 
of  wine. 

Our  road  had  hitherto  led  through  a 
fandy  plain,  upon  which  there  grew  nothing 
but  a  little  brufhwood ;  but  we  faw  many 
cultivated  tradls  of  country,  at  a  diftance, 
on  the  left  hand,  in  the  Tiger- Mountains.  - 

After  having  flopped  here  for  half  an 
hour,  we  again  mounted  our  horfes,  and 
took  our  road  a  little  more  to  the  eaftward, 
to  the  farm  of  Van  As,  fituated  on  the 
flope  of  the  Boddelaary,  or  Butlery- Moun¬ 
tains,  which  we  reached  at  one  o’clock. 
The  man  and  woman  of  the  houfe,  received 
us  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  and  gave  us  a 
difti  of  tea,  and  a  glafs  of  good  wine  *,  while 
our  horfes  were  baiting. 

We 

*  I  have  obferved  that  we  never  drank  any  wine  of  one 
and  the  fame  flavour,  at  two  different  places;  every  foil  that 
produces  wine,  gives  a  diftinft  tafte  to  it.  The  vines, '’which 
are  planted  by  tkemfelves  like  currant-bulb  es,  are  fet  in  rows, 
three  feet  from  each  other,  and  when  they  are  pruned,  are  not 
more  than  two,  or,  two  and  a  half,  feet  above  the  ground.^ 
They  are  planted  in  rows,  and  not  ciofe  to  each  other, 'hi 
order 

I 
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We  ftaid  here  for  iomething  more  than 
half  an  hour,  and  then  purftiing  our  journey, 

we 

order  to  afford  room  for  the  labourers  to  go  between  them,  to 
weed  the  ground,  without  damaging  the  vines.  A  thoufand 
of  them,  it  is  calculated,  will  produce  a  leager  of  wine,  and 
fometimes  more.  Albertyn  van  de  Klapmuts,  had  a 
vineyard  clofe  to  hjs  houfe,  with  ,  fifty  thoufand  vineplants, 
which  yielded  him  annually  feventy  leagers  of  wine.  The 
prefling  of  the  grapes  is  performed  in  a  more  Ample  manner 
here  than  in  Europe.  The  Haves  gather  them,  and  put  them 
into  a  veflei,  the  bottom  and  fides  of  which  are  bored  full 
of  holes ;  this  is  fet  in  the  infide  of  a  larger  one,  upon  a  crofs- 
piece  of  wood  laid  at  the  bottom  of  the  latter;  this  outfide 
veflei  has  a  fpigot  and  faucet,  through  which  the  juice,  as  fall: 
as  it  is  prefled  out,  runs  into  a  tub  placed  beneath.  The 
grapes  being  heaped  up,  in  the  inner  veflei,  to  the  brim, 
three  or  four  (laves,  after  having  walhed  their  feet  in  a  tub  of 
water  Handing  at  the  fide,  get  upon  the  fruit,  and  holding 
themfelves  fall  by  a  rope  fixed  to  the  ceiling,  trample  upon, 
it,  and  fqueeze  out  the  juice  as  long  as  they  are  able.  In 
the  mean  time  the  muft  that  runs  out  is- put  into  large  high 
veflfels  to  ferment.  If  the '  aperture  be  obftrudted  by  grapes, 
or  ftalks,  fo  that  the  juice  cannot  eafily  run  out,  they  pufh 
them  away  with  a  flick,  to  the  end  of  which,  a  few  brulhes 
are  fixed.  The  trodden  grapes,  before  they  are  further  preff- 
ed,  are  put  upon  a  eoarfe  flrainer,  made  of  rattans,  on  which 
they  are  rubbed  with  the  hand,  till  the  hulks  go  through  it; 
the  Allies  remaining  behind,  which  are  thrown  away,  as  they 
‘  are  fuppofed  to  make  the  wine  auftere  and  bitter.  The  hu(ks 
are  then  put  into  the  fermenting  veil'd,  which  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  is  i  in  full  fermentation ;  during  this  procefs  the  thick 
parts  fublide,  and  the-  muft  grows  clear,  when  it  is  barrelled 
‘  ..  off, 
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wepaffed,  fome  time  afterwards,  th.t  Keu!fche, 
or  Gologni- river.  This,  as  well  as  many 
other  ftreams  in  this  country,  little  deferves 
the  name  of  river  ;  for  it  was  no  more  than 
a  little  rivulet,  which  could  be  paflfed  on 
foot ;  yet  Mr.  van  Wielingen  affured 
me  that  it  was  fometimes  fwollen  fo  high, 
that  the  waggons  and  oxen  were  often 
obliged  to  tarry  for  feveral  days,  without 
being  able  to  pafs  it.  At  the  Cape  I  was 
told  by  Mr.  van  Schooe,  that  the  largeft 
rivers,  fituated  many  days’  journey  inland, 
all  run  dry  in  the  good  monfoon,  in  Ja¬ 
nuary  and  February,  although  in  the  bad 
monfoon  they  were .  deep,  rapid,  and  im- 
paffabie  ftreams,  fo  that  the  waggons  were 
frequently  obliged  to  ftay  a  fortnight  before 
them.  Mr.  van  Imhof  had  projected  a 
plan  for  rendering  them  navigable,  but  it 


off,  being  firft  filtered  through  a  wicker  baiket.  The  grounds 
remaining  in  the  fermenting  veffel,  are  afterwards  put  into  a 
fquare' veffel  pierced  full  of  holes,  and  placed  in  a  larger  one 
with  a  fpigot  and  faucet  at  the  fide  ;  at  the  top  there  is  a  fcrew 
of  wood,  or  metal,  by  means  of  which  the  daft  drop  o?  juice 
is  prefled  out  from  the  hulks.  From  the  dregs  and  hulks  that 
remain  over  from  the  laft  prefling,  brandy  is  diftilled.  No 
yeaft  is  ufed  for  accelerating  the  fermentation.  T. 


had 


v  f  61  ] 

had  been  demonftr ated  that  it  was  wholly 
impracticable. 

About  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we 
came  to  the  farm  of  Meek,  which  at  a  dis¬ 
tance,,  and  indeed  clofe  by,  appeared  like  a 
whole  village.  It  lies  among  the  moun¬ 
tains,  upon  the  gentle  .declivity  of  a  high 
ridge,  and  on  the  banks  of  an  ever-running 
ftream,  which  he  has  led,  along  his  farm, 
between  two  brick  walls,  like  a  canal,  and 
which  turns  a  watermill,  for  the  purpofe  of 
grinding  his  corn. 

His  dwelling-houfe,  which  was  of  a  con- 
fid  er  able  fize,  had  four  or  five  large  and 
handfome  .rooms,  all  furniflied  in  a  neat, 
and  even  in  a  coftly  ftyle,  fo  that  it  more  re- 
fembled  a  gentleman’s  villa  than  the  manfion 
of  a  farmer. 

Twenty-five,  or  thirty,  paces  from  the 
corners  of  the  houfe,  he  hacLfcur  large  barns, 
or  warehoufes,  each  one  ramdred  and  fifty 
feet  long,  in  which  he  houfed  his  com  and 
^wine.  Two  of  them  were  now  empty  ;  in 
the.  third  were  full  one  hundred  and  fifty 
leagers  of  wine  ;  and  in  the  fourth  fifteen 
or  fixteen  hundred  muds  of  corn,  twenty- 
feven  of  which  make  a  Holland  laft,  and 
eighteen 
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eighteen  a  laft  of  the ‘Cape  ;  each  mud  being 
calculated  at_  one  hundred  and  eighty,  or 
ninety,  pounds  weight  Amfterdam,  according 
as  the  grain  be  heavy  or  light. 

Between  thefe  he  had  a  blackfmiths’  and 
carpenters’  workfhop,  and  a  Cartwrights’ 
snanufa&ory,  together  with  other  work¬ 
people,  neceiTary  for  fo  large  and  trouble- 
fome  a  concern.  But  few  of  them  were 
Europeans,  the  largefl  number  were  orien¬ 
tal.  haves,  who  had  coft  him  a  great  deal 
of  money.  Among  others,'  he  fhewed  me  a 
have,  who  underflood  fmiths’  work,  and 
making  of  tires  on  wheelbands,  whom  he 
had  purchafed  for  fifteen  hundred  rixdol- 
lars,  or  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  gil¬ 
ders*. 

A  little  higher  up,  flood  a  range  of  build¬ 
ings,  calculated  for  the  flaves,  of  whom  he 
had  full  two  imndred  ;  for  he  declared  to 
me,  that  he  dm  not  know  the  exa£t  num¬ 
ber. 

Every  'one  had  a  feparate  brick  dwelling 
to  fleep  in.  Thofe  that  were  married  were 
kept  apart  from  the  others ;  and  every  pof- 

*  Upwards  of  300/.  flerling.  T. 

fible 
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fible  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  acci¬ 
dents  by  fire.  . 

A  little  farther  were  two  kraals ,  or  in- 
clofures  for  cattle  ;  they  were  furrounded 
by  high  itone  walls,  of  eight  or  ten  feet,  and 
contained  each  about  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
acres.  The  fheep,  the  horfes,  and  the  horn¬ 
ed  cattle  were  confined  at  night  in.  thefe, 
for  fecurity  again#  the  attacks  of  wild 
beafits,  efpecially  of  wolves  and  tigers,  who 
do  not  unfrequently  make  a  great  havock 
here,  among  the  fmaller-fized  cattle.  He 
calculated  the  numbers  of  his  fheep  .  by 
thoufands ;  and  refpediing  his  horned  cattle,  a 
fmall  proof  of  the  numeroufnefs  of  his  herds, 
was  his  informing  me,  in  a  carelefs  manner, 

.  and  as  if  it  were  a  circumftance  of  no  con- 
fideration,  that  he  had  loll  one  hundred, 
and  twenty  head  of  cattle,  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore,  by  the  difeafes  called  ^the  klaauw  and 
tongziekte  *.  ~  :  ' 

There 

*  Thefe  difeafes  of  the  cattle  are  peculiar  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  hope.  In  the  klaauwzieke,  the  hoofs  of  the  cattle  grow 
loofe,  fo  that  they  cannot  walk ;  it  appears  to  proceed  froni 
the  fumrner-heats,  efpecially  if  the  oxen  have  been  drgfen  on 
jounnes  in  the  daytime  ;  it  is  thought  infectious,  and  whole 

droves 
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There  were  feveral  other  fmaller  outhoufes 
and  offices,  for  various  purpofes,  relative  to 
the  economy  of  the  farm. 

Belides 

droves  are  fuccefflvely-affefted  by  it ;  it,  however,  in  gene-' 
ral,  leaves  the  cattle,  of  its  own  accord,  in  the  courfe  of 
one  or  two  weeks.  In  the  tong&iekie,  veficles,  or  blad-> 
tiers,  break  out  on  the  tongue,  difcharging  a  thin  ichorous 
.matter  5  in  confeqiience  of  this  difteinper,  the  cattle  cannot 
eat,  but  grow  lean,  and  fometiraes  die;  the  farmers  areac- 
cuftomed  to  rub  the  bladders  off  with  fait.  Befides  thefe,  the 
cattle  are  liable  to  other  difeafes,  which  fometimes  prove  fatal. 
The  llaat,  or  bloedxieUe,  is  a  difordety  in  which  the  veins  all 
over  the  body  become  extremely  turgid  ;  letting  of  blood  and 
violent  exerciie  are  faid  to  be  ferviceable  in  it ;  the  flefh  of 
the  cattle  who  die  of  it,  is  not  eatable.  The  fponfi&iehe  begins 
by  the  fweiling  of  the  foot,  which  proceeds  by  degrees  to 
the  whole  body ;  this  diforder  fometimes  lafts  for  three  days, 
but  at  other  times  proves  fatal  in  as  many  hours;  if  the  foot 
.  be  taken  off  immediately,  the  creature’s  life  may  be  faved : 
the  flefli  of  fucli  an  animal  is  likewife  not  eatable  :  it  feems 
to  proceed  from  no  other  eaufe  than  the  bite  of  fome  ferpent, 
or  reptile,  which,  in  this  warm  quarter  of  the  globe,  is  but 
too  common.  The  lamxhkte ,  is  when  the  cattle  are  not  able 
to  Hand  ;  it  comes  on  gradually,  and  is  flow  in  its  progrefs  j 
..after  the  death  of  the  animal,  the  bones  of  its  legs  are  found 
to  be  without  marrow,  in  Head  of  which  they  are  filled  with 
.  wateir.  .  The  horned  cattle,  as  well  as  horfcs,  ,are  affli&ed 
with  the  flrangnry,  after  feeding  on  the  euphorbia  ger.tftoides, 
#  which  contains  a  milky  juice,  that  does  no  injury  to  the  flo- 
inach  and  bowels,  but  corrodes  the  bladder,  and .  efpecialiy 
obftrfes  the  urinary  paffages ;  if  the  penis  be  prelfed,  this 
.  vifcid  matter  is  fqueezed  out ;  the  peafants,  therefore,  either 

prefs 
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Befides  this,  he  was' owner  of  feven  or 
eight  other  farms,  upon  which  he  had  placed 
'  Rewards,  who  managed  them  in  his  behalf, 
upon  hire.  Some  of  thefe  produced  corn, 
lome  wine,  and  fo me  were  limply  defined 
for  pallurage. 

With  all  this,  Melk  could  neither  read 
nor  write ;  but  having  a  good  memory,  he 
had  the  whole  in  his.  head  of  what  was 
neceflary  for  the  due  management  of  his 
extenlive  concerns,  for  which  any  other 
would  require  a  number  of  books,  and  a 
great  deal  of  writing. 

He  was  a  native  of  PruJJia ,  and  had  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  Cape,  many  years  ago,  in  a 
very  low  llation.  Underftanding  the  burn¬ 
ing  of  lime,  the  making  of  bricks,  and  lome- 
thing  of  agriculture,  he  had  entered,  as 
head-fervant,  into  the  fervice  of  the  former 
proprietor  of  this  farm,  but  which,  at  that 
time,  had  not  by  far  the  fame  extent  as  at 

prefs  it  out,  or  with  a  ftraw  puili  it  back  again.  When  the 
cattle  are  fupplied  with  good  and  frefti  water,  this  difeafe 
cannot  get  the  upper-hand  ;  but  in  furnmer,  when  the  water 
is  thick  and  impure,  fo  that  it  cannot  dilute  the  peccant 
matter,  the  cattle  die,,,  As  a  remedy  for  this  diftemper  the  far- 
mprs  give  their  cattle  a  teacup-full  of  powdered  oftrich  egg. 
ihelis,  mixed  with  vinegar. 

VQL.  II,  E 
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prefent.  When  his  matter  died,  he  mar¬ 
ried  the  widow  (which  does  not  mifre- 
quently  happen  in  this  country),  and  extend¬ 
ing  his  enterpri2es  from  day  to  day,,  he  at 
length  obtained  from  the  Company,  the  ex- 
clufive  farm  for  the  fale  of  wine  and  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors,  by  which  he  cleared?  one  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  gilders  »  in  one  year,,  chiefly 
by  the  arrival'  of  the  French  fleet  at  the; 
Cape.  This  enabled  him  to  undertake  ftill 
more  important  objects,  fo  that  he  once 
bought  up  all  the  wine  produced  in  the 
country,  which  amounted  to  feme  thoufands-: 
of  leagers.  Though  this  did  not  conduce 
to  the  benefit  of  the  public,,  yet. it  fufficiently 
ihews  the  fpirit  of  enterprise  which  animated 
the  man.  r  - 

’  Two  things  in-  him  excited,;  in,  particular,, 
both  my  admiration  and  furprize.  In  the 
firfl  place,  his  fteady  love  for  his  king,  of 
whom  he  always-  {poke  with  the  deepeft  re- 
fpedt  and  attention  ;  he  decorated  the  chim¬ 
ney  pieces,  and  other  parts  of  his  heufe,  with 
the  arms  of  his  fovereign,  and  eherifhed  a 
fond  attachment  to  his  perfon.  The  other 

*  About  9000-/.  fterling,  T. 

circtrmttancc 
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clreumftance  I  allude  to,  was  his  gratitude 
towards  his  wife,  by  whofe  means,  he  in- 
.variably  declared,  he  had  become  the  man 
he  was  ;  he  would  not  fufFer  her  to  be  put* 
to  the  lead  trouble  in  any  thing,  however 
trifling ;  and  was  anxious  that  (he  fhould 
live  entirely  at  her  eafe,  and  take  every 
diveriiori  in  her  power  :  he  even  took  upon 
himfelf  the  care  of  managing  the  houfes,  £o 
that  his  wife  had  her  time  entirely  to  herfeifk 
Finding  that  he  fpoke  with  much  in¬ 
telligence,  refpedting  the  fituation  of  the 
country,  as  I,  in  fadf,  had  before  been  in¬ 
formed  was  the  cafe*  I  afked  him  his  opi- 
‘nion  of  the  plan  at  prefent  in  agitation,  of 
exporting  the  produce  of  the  Cape  to  Hol- 
■  land.  He  affured  me,  that  this  would,  in 
time,  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  colony,  and 
moft  probably  alfo  to  the  Company  *  but 
that  to  efFedt  this  purpofe,  other  means  mull 
be  put  in  pradlice,  and  better  arrangements 
made,  than  had  hitherto  taken  place. 

In  the  firfl  place,  he  faid  that  the  Com¬ 
pany  ought  to  eredl  ftorehoufes  ill  various 
parts,  where  the  produce  of  the  ..country 
could  be  received*  from  time  to  time*  when 
F  %  the 
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the  farmers  had  opportunities  of  conveying 
it  from  their  farms,  to  thofe  places,  in  the 
good  feafon,  or  as  foon  as  the  harveft  was 
got  in,  in  January  and  February ;  for  the 
rivers  and  roads  were  at  that  time  the 
eafieft  paflable :  whereas  the  conveyance 
was  otherwife  both  difficult  and  expenfi.ve  : 
„£nd  that  the  corn  would  ftand  the  Com¬ 
pany  in  much  lefs,  if  this  method  were 
adopted. 

Further,  that  the  tithes,  which  the  Com¬ 
pany  exadted  of  the  corn  grown,  were  of 
detriment,  inftead  of  producing  an  advan¬ 
tage  for  the  farmers  ;  who,  for  inftance, 
grew  'five  hundred  muds  of  corn,  pnly  de¬ 
clared  one  hundred,  which  they  fold  at  a 
high  rate,  while  the  other  four  hundred 
were  difpofed  of  at  a  much  lower  price, 
under  the  hand,  by  indiredf  means,  in  order 
to  avoid  payment  of  the  tithes  *. 

That 


*/Van  Renew  told  me,  that  the  tithes  on  the  wine  were 
calculated  at  three  rixdollars  per  leager. 

That  further,  the  Company’s  duties  confided  *n  two  and 
a  half  per  cent  on  the  fale  of  immoveable  property  ;  but  that 
buildings  erefted  fince  the  year  1750,  were  charged  twice  as 
much;  thus  five  per  cent.  ■  ,  ’ 


That 


That  the  fervants  of  the  Company,  at 
the  Cape,  to  whom  the  purchafe  is  con¬ 
fided,  fhould  a<ft  more  difintereftedly,  and  not 
fo  arbitrarily  towards  the  farmers,  whom 
they,  in  fa£t,  were  even  apt  to  defraud. 

That  the  overfeers  of  thefe  ftorehoufes 
would  be  able  to  avail  of  the  heft  opportu¬ 
nities  for  purchafe,  when  the  produce  was 
at  the  cheapeft ;  hdufing  it  in  them,  till  the 
time  of  difpatching  it  to  the  Cape. 

That,  especially,  fuch  ftorehoufes  ought  to 
be  erefled  at  Mojfel,  or  Mufcle,  znA  Saldanha, 
Bays,  as  the  Company  could,  in  both  places, 
fetch  the  produce,  direft,  by  their  fhips, 
inftead  of  its  being,  as  at  prefent,  firft  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  Cape  by  land-carriage,  where 

That  the  farming  of  the  wine  confifts  herein,  that  whoever 
is  the  farmer,  has  the  exclusive  right  of  felling  wine  ami 
fpirituous  liquors  in  fncaller  quantities  than  by  the  half-awm  : 
that  foreigners  are  obliged  tp  pay  five  rixdollars  to  him  for 
each  leager  which  they  ta)te  away.;  our  own  nation  is  ex¬ 
empted  herefrom,  but  they  may  not  buy  wine  from  any  other 
peifon,  as  long  as  their  fliip  has  not  received  her  difpatehes ; 
but  if  there  be  any  time  afterwards,  they  may  purchafe  it  of 
other  individuals. 

The  Cape  wines,  as.  the  country  people  lav,  muft  be  twice 
drawn  off  the  lees  every  year,  without  any  other  preparation 
than  being  fumigated  with  brimftone. 

¥  3,  1  their 
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their  fervants,  who  muft  all  derive  their 
emolument  from  it,  receive,  or  rejefit  it,  at 
their  own  good  pleafure  ■*.  . 

And  finally,  that  the  land  all  round  the 
above  bays,  was  very  fit  for  the  production 
of  corn  ;  nay,  better  than  in  other  parts  j  fo 
that  one  mud  fown,  commonly  yielded  an 
elicreafe  of  fixty  or  feventy,  while,  at  rnoft: 
other  places,  between  ten  and  twenty,  and 
fometimes  thirty,  muds  was  the  ufual  har- 
vefi:  from  one  mud  of  feed.  That  the  Com¬ 
pany  would  doubtlefs  be  able  to  purchafe 
wheat  there  at  one  rixdollar  per  mud; 
whereas  they  now  paid  eighteen,  twenty,  - 
and  fometimes  twenty-four,  rixdollars  per 
cartload  of  ten  muds,  becaufe  the  conveyance 
by  wheel-carriage  is  fo  expensive  to  the- 
farmers,  that  they  could  not  do  it  at  all, 

*  Van  Wielingen  was  of  opinion,  that  if  the  Com¬ 
pany.  would  allow  a  fociety  of  ten,  or  a  dozen,  farmers,  of 
fome  property,  to  be  formed,  for  the  purpofe  of  undertaking 
the  cultivation  of  the  land  at  Mufck- Bay ;  who,  without 
having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  fherifF  of  the  diftrift,  might 
take  as  many  Hottentots  into  their  fervice  as  they  lilted,  and 
pay  them  what  wages  they  could  mutually  agree  upon,  with¬ 
out  his'interference  ;  the  beneficial  effefts  of  fuch  a  mealure 
Would  ipeedilv  be  perceived, 


if 
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if  they  did  not  receive  the  above  prices 
per  cartload  *. 

I  fhould  have  liked  to  have  ftayed  a  little 
longer  with  this  man,  that  I  might  procure 
further  information  from  him  on  thefe  inte- 
refting  topics ;  but  it  ,was  evening,  and  we 
had  to  ride  a  good  hour  before  we.  could  reach 
the  place  where  we  were  to  pafs  .the  night. 

We  left  Msls’s  eftate  about  half  pail 
five  o’clock,  and.at  half  pa#  fix,  we  came  to 
Albertyn’s  farm,  lying  at  the  foot  of  ^ 
mountain,  called.  de  Klapmuts ,  where  we 
pafled  the  night. 

I  found  in  thi?  farmer  unadulterated  na- 
'  t-ure.  Sincerity,  friendlincfs,  and  benevo¬ 
lence,  were  the  amiable  qualities  of  himfelf, 
his  wife,  his  two  fons,  and  two  marriageable 
daughters. 

They  laid  before  us  the  be#  of  what  they 
had,  and  the  ingenuous  cordiality  of  thefe 
happy  and  unoffending  children  of  nature, 
feemed  to  me  a  true  pidlure  of  the  period 
whence 

(  “  The  fabling  poets  took their  golden  age ;  ’-5 

*  D.«  Vos,  together  with  other  farmers  whom  I  converfed 
■with  on  the  fubjeft,  told  me, the  fame  thing  ;  alfo,  that  every, 
.cartload  it  reckoned  at  thirteen  hundred  pounds  weight. 

f  4  when 
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when  humanity  and  benevolence  reigned 
in  the  earth,  and  falfity  and  deceit  were 
unknown.  I  could  not  fufficiently  admire 
the  fmcere,  the  artlefs,  affection  which 
manifefted  itfelf  in  the  father,  mother, 
brothers,  and  fillers,  and  formed  the  felicity 
of  the  whole  family ;  an  affedtion,  which, 
however  ftrongly  didlated  by  nature,  and  en¬ 
forced  by  religion,  we  may  often  feek  for 
in  vain  among  our  European  countrymen. 
Happy,  thrice  happy  mortajs,  who,  fituated 
at  the  extremity  of  the  globe,  amidft  the 
wilds  of  Africa,  formerly  fo  barren  and  de¬ 
folate,  though  now  fertilifed  and  embellifhed 
by  your  labour,  can  lead  a  life  of  content  and 
innocence  !  I  was  frequently  fo  wrapped 
up  in  thefe-  thoughts,  that  I  fcarcely  heard 
what  was  fard  to  me. 

The  next  day,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  We  left  this  agreeable  place,  to 
ride  on  to  Stellenbofch ,  where  we  arrived  at 
ten. 

This  is  a  pleafant  village,  confilling  of 
forty  or  fifty  houfes,  built  along  two  broad 
flreets,  which  are  planted  with  trees  on  both 
fides.  The  church,  which  Hands  at  the* 
north  end  of  the  village,  is  a  lina-ll  but  neat 
edifice* 
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X 


edifice,  having  fufficient  room  for  a  congre-  ' 
gation  of  full  two  hundred  people  *.  a  cir¬ 
cular  fpace  round  it,  walled  off,  is  the 
churchyard,  and  the  entrance  is  through  a 
handfome  iron-gate.  A  minifter,  a  clerk, 
and  a  fexton, -belong  to  this  church. 

The  houfe  of  the  landdrojl ,  or  fherifF,  of 
Stellenbofch ,  which  office  was  then  filled  by- 
Mr.  Bergh,  delerves  equally  to  be  taken 
notice  of,  on  account  of  its  fpacious  and 
handfome  apartments. 

After  having  walked  through  the  village, 
and  Hopped  for  about  half  an  hour  at  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Vion,  we  proceeded,  at  eleven 
o’clock,  for  the  farm  cf  the  widow  Groen- 
enwald,  lying  a  fhort  half-hour’s  ride  to 
the  northeaft,  at  the  foot  of.  a  range  of 
mountains,  which  make  here  a  hollow,  or 
cul-dt-fac ,  called  Jan  JonkerJhoek . 

We  dined  here,  and  about  two  oelock 
fet  out  again  for  Hottentot  Holland.  Our 
way  led  us  firH  back  through  Stellenbofch, 
and  then  to  the  foiith,  over  feveral  ridges, 
which  are  high  enough  to  deferve  of  them- 
felves  the  name  of  mountains,  but  which 
'were  low  in  comparifon  to  the  towering 
fummits  of  thole  on  our  left  hand,  which 
were, 
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-were,  for  a  great  part,  covered  with 
more. 

Having  proceeded  full. a  quarter  of  an 
hour  fouth  from  Stellenbofch ,  we  pafted  the 
frjl,  or  Stellenbofcb ,  river.  This  runs,  with 
a  rapid  ftream,  over  a  bed  of  large  pebbles, 
which  have,  from  time  to  time,  being  wafh- 
ed  down  from  the  mountains,  by  the  torrents. 
Notwithstanding  its  rapidity,  it  is  very  (hal¬ 
low,  for  in  fording  it,  the  water  did  not  rife 
higher  than  the  knees  of  our  horfes. 

Thence  the  road  led  along  fome  unculti¬ 
vated  fpots,  till,  at  half  'pad:  four  o’clock, 
we  reached  a  large  and  deep  hollow,  which 
is  called  bet  Moddergat ,  or  the  Mudhole.  In 
it  lay  feven  farms ;  which  produced  much 
wine,  and  but  very  little  corn. 

About  half  paft  five  o’clock,  riding  round 
the  foot  of  the  Heldere ,  or  Clear,  Mountain, 
we  entered  'Hottentot  Holland,  and  prefently 
afterwards  we  came  to  the  farm  of  De  Vos. 

Hottentot  Holland  is  a  flat  country,  and 
lias  derived  its  name  from  its  refemblance, 
in  this  refpedl,  to  our  own.  c 

It  lies  within  a  range  of  hills,  that  fur- 
round  it  on  the  north,  eaft,  and  fouth.  To- 
the  weft,  a  flat  fandy  beach,  of  full  half  a 
Dutch 


Dutch  mile  in  breadth,  extends  along  the 
tide  of  Falfe- Bay. 

I  computed  this  tradl  of  country  to  be 
about  four  Dutch  miles  in  circumference ; 
it  contains  eight  farms,  or  cultivated  Ipots 
of  ground. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  century,  Gover¬ 
nor  van  der  Stel  had  appropriated  to 
himfelf  the  whole  of  this  diftrid,  or  had 
granted  fome  parts  of  it  to  his  particular 
favourites,  among  which  was  one  parfon 
B— — — ,  of  whom  it  was  faid,  by  old  people, 
who  had  known  him  in  their  youth,  that  he 
.  laboured  with  more  zeal  in  extending  and 
improving  his  vineyards  and'  cornfields  upon 
earth,  than  the  fpiritual  vineyard  to  which 
his  vocation  ought  to  have  rendered  him 
more  attentive. 

He  was  once  preaching  at  the  Cape,  and 
hearing  feveral  carts  ride  by  the  church* 
he'  fuddenly  flopped  in  the  middle  of  his 
fermop,  and  called  out  to  the  clerk,  “  Pri- 
“  thee,  my  friend,  look  out,  and  fee  whether 
■“  that  is  my  wine  which  is  going  by.” 

The  objedt  of  Mr.  van  der  Stel  Was, 
•  that  all  the.  corn  and  wine  wanted  by  the 
Company,  ihould,  in  time,  be  only  furniihed 
by  him,  or  his  minions  and  dependants,  that, 

by 
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by  that  means,  the  colonLfts  might  be  im- 
poverifhed  ;  his  maxim  being,  that  people  in 
a  flate  of  indigence  and  dependence,  are  the 
eafieft  to  be  governed  *. .  . 

The  farm  of  De  Vos  was  the  place  where 
we  intended  to  pafs  the  night ;  it  is,  in  fa£t, 
.the  firft  that  occurs  on  entering  Hottentot 
Holland  from  the  fide  of  Stellenbofcb.  Al¬ 
though  it  was  already  dark,  and  five  of  us 
came  together,  for  a  fon  of  the  widow 
Groenenwald  had  joined  us,  in  order  to 
ihew  us  the  way,  we  received  a  hearty  wel¬ 
come  from  this  hofpitable  countryman,  and 
were  foon  as  eafy  and  familiar  together,  as 
if  we  had  known  each  other  our  whole  lives. 

We  obferved  no  derangement,  or  extraor¬ 
dinary  buttle  in  the  family,  on  account  of  fo 
*  _ 

*  Since  tlie  abufe  of  authority  by  Governor  van  dkx 
Stel,  and  by  feveral  others  of  the  Company’s  fervants,  they 
have  been  firi&ly  prohibited  from  holding  any  farms.  In 
lieu  thereof,  feveral  perquifices  have  been  allowed  them  j  fiich 
as  the  dfptnfar,  or  purveyor,  five  per  cent  on  all  wares  import¬ 
ed  or  exported,  the  collector  has  two.  and  a  half  pel-  cent  on 
the  monies,  the  ftortkeeper  four,  the  commiflary  of  the  hofpi- 
tal  five,  and  the  inl'pedtor  of  the  auctions  five  per  cenr,  on  all 
goods  fold  by  auflion;  and  all  this,  befide  their  ufual  monthly 
ialary.  So  that  it  is  only  fome  few  of  the  higher  people  in 
office  that  have  a  fmatl  Villa  for.  their  pleafure  near  the  Cape," 
hut  whence  no  commodities  may  be  carried  out,  or  difpofed 


many 
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many  unexpe&ed  guefts.  A  good  fupper  of 
nine  difhes,  and  comfortable  feparate  beds 
for  each  of  us,  proved  that  we  were  not  the 
firft  who  had  experienced  the  hofpitality  of 
thefe  boneft  people. 

As  the  chief  inducement  for  my  making 
this  little  excurfion,  was  to  obtain  feme 
knowledge  of  the  fituation,  and  the  produce 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  difeover  what 
could  conduce  to  the  furtherance  of  the  plan 
of  the  Company  in  agitation,  before  alluded 
to,  and  on  which  head  I  was  fure  of  procur¬ 
ing  much  better,  and  more  impartial,  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  country  people,  than  from 
the  Company’s  fervants  at  the  Cape ,  I 
equally  made  particular  enquiries  concern¬ 
ing  the  lame  of  this  De  Vos,  who  appeared 
to  me  to  be  a  man  of  fopnd  judgment. 

What  Mel;x  had  told  me  the  day  before* 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  making  my  en¬ 
quiries  with  greater  exaftnefs.  Without^ 
however,  that  I  named  the  other,  De  Vos 
told  'me  the  fame  that  he  had  done  with  re- 
fptfit  to  Mufcle  and  Saldanha  Bays,  equally 
from  his  own  experience,  having  been  at 
both  places  feveral  times.  He  added,  that, 
in  particular,  at  Mufcle-Rzy,  there  was 
much  excellent  corn-ground,  and  that  there 
were 


were  fields,  which  would  admit  of  an  hun¬ 
dred  muds  of  feed-corn  being  fown,  in  one 
patch,  without  any  intervention  of  barren 
or  unprofitable  foil.  ' 

He  thought,  likewife,  that  there  was  a 
fafe  birth  for  fhips  in  the  bay,  where  they 
might  even  be  fiheltered  from  the  E.s.fi. 
wind  *, 

In 

*  This  harbour,  though  rathir  open  to  the  eafterly  winds, 
and  not  reforted  to  by  Clips  except  in  cafes  of  neceflity, 
might,  in  many  refpefts,  prove  very  ufeful  were  it  better 
known.  Sparkman  informs  us,  that  there  is  a  good  fandy 
■bottom  for  anchorage,  and  a  finall  creek  or  inlet  to  the  fouth- 
weft,  with  depth  of  water  futficient  for  a  Clip,  and  a  rill  of 
frefh  water  running  into  it.  On  the  north  lide  of  the  bay, 
there  is  a  flat  Ciore,  where  boats  may  appproach  with  fafetv. 
In  the  journal  of  the  yoyage  of  the  Dutch  admiral  P.  van 
Caerden,  there  is  an  account  of  the  firft  difcovery  of  this 
bay;  that  commander  returning  in  1601,  with  two  Clips,  from 
the  Indies,  caft  anchor  on' the  8th  of  July  here,  to  repair  one 
if  the  ’icjfeh  that  was  very  leaky,  and  had  hji  a  great  part  of  her 
jheathing ;  they  found  no  other  refreihments  than  water  and 
mufcles.  and  hence  they  gave  the  bay  the  name  of  Mafcte-Bay  ; 
they  left  it  on  the  14th,  after  having  completed  the  purpofes  for 
•which  they  entered  it :  thefe  veflels  coafted  along  from  fills  place 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  likewife  .caft  anchor  in,  and 
gave  names  to,  Vieefsh  or  Fiefh  Bay,  and  Vifch  or  F$/h  Bay, 
calling  them  from  the  nature  of  the  fupplies  of  provifions  they 
-obtained  in  each.  The  narrow  policy  of  the  Dutch  Eaft-In- 
dia  Company  has  always  been  directed  to  prevent  the  true ' 
fituation  of  the  whole  of  this  coaft  from  becoming  known, 
Littie, 
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la  riding  hither,  I  had  obferved  that  there 
was  a  large  inlet  of  the  fea  before  the  diftri£t 

of 

Tittle,  therefore,  can  With  certainty  bo  {aid  of  it ;  but  if  fecure 
harbours  be  difcovered  along  it,  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  them  would  be  very  important.  Farther  to  the  eaftward, 
is  Agea,  or  BletUnbtrg’s,  Bay,  which,  though  it  is  only  an  open 
road,  is  fpacious,  and  affords  good  anchorage  for  the  largeft 
Clips,  fheltered  from  the  northeaft,  weft,  and  fouth  winds  j 
there  is  plenty  of  frefti  wkter,  the  bay  abounds  in  fill),  and  the 
rocks  are  covered  with  excellent  oyfters.  The  fineft  timber 
grows  in  the  neighbourhood  of  thefe  bays;  and  if,  inftead  of 
having  it  brought  by  land-carriage  to  the  Caps,  a  navigation 
were  eftabliihed,  the  difference  would  be  immenfe,  both  to  the- 
fellers  and  to  the  buyers.  Among  the  various  forts  of.  timber* 
either  unknown,  or  extremely  rare  in  Europe,  tire  following 
abound  here,  viz.  geelbeut,  or  yellow  wood  (riex  croced),  which 
is  of  a  yellow  colour,  almoft  like  box,  and  of  a  clofe  texture  ; 
it  is  u fed  for  making  of  furniture;  buchihuut  {elect  captnjis)  ; 
roodc  elfc,  or  red  alder  [cunonia capenfu)  ;  tile  kcurtboom  (fopbora- 
sapenjts) ;  xmarte  yaerbout,  or  black  ironwood  [gardenia  rotls- 
mannia) ;  xwartbajl  [rojena  •villb/a)  ;  and  daombbvt,  or  thorn> 
wood  [mmofa  nihtica) ;  which  are  all  ufed  in  the  conftruftion 
of  waggons  and  their  appurtenances ;  eJJinbouff  the  afh  [cke- 
htrgia  capenfis),  which  is  hard  and' of  a  ciofe  texture,  and  is 
ufed  for  making  of  tools  and  implements  of  various  kinds 
efyvehottf,  olive  wood  [olea  Europea),  which-  is  a  heavy,  ftrong  ' 
wood,  Sf  a  brown  colour,  ufed  in  the  conftrufiion  of  mills  ; 
■Wilde  catjepiertng  [gardenia  thvnBergia) ,  a  ftrong  kind  of  wood' 
ufed  f<?r  clubs  ;  JHttkbau*,  or  ftinkwood,  which  is  a  beautiful 
brown  wood,  like  walmtiree-tvoed)  houfehold  furniture  of  all 
kinds  is  irgde  of  it;  it  is  fufceptible  of  the  fineft  polifh,  and 
has  the  valuable  property  of  being-proof  againft  the  attacks  of 
worms;  it  has  its  name  from  the  excrementitious  odour  which 
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of  Hottentot  Holland- >  in  which  it  appeared  to 
me,  that  a  (hip  might  lie  (heltered  from 
both  wind  and  fea,  to  take  in  the  produce 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  what  might  be 
conveyed  hither  from  the  interior  parts. 

To  afeertaiu  this,  I  particularly  que  (Honed 
De  Vos,  who  frequently  went  thither  to 
£(h,  refpedling  his  opinion  on  the  fubjedh 
He  gave  for  anfwer,  that  with  regard  to  the 
■lying  of  a  (hip  there,  he  conceived  that  there 
was  a  fafe  birth  in  twenty  and  lefs  fathom 
water,  and  a  good  Tandy  bottom,  in  the 
loutheaft  or  good  monfoon  ;  but  that  the 
ihore  was,  in  mod  places,  lined  with  a  range 
of  funken  rocks,  although  not  in  fo  unin¬ 
terrupted  a  chain,  but  that  there  were  fome 
palfages  between  them,  throug'h  which  fmall 
veffels  might  reach  the  (hore,  to  load  goods. 
This  was  confirmed  to  me,  when  1  returned 
to  the  Cape,  by  old  Mr.  Kersten,  who  had 
many  years  lived  as  rehdent  at 
and  had  feen  a  large  Englifh  (hip  anchor 
in  fafety  at  the  place  in  queftion. 

it  exhales  when  cut  down,  but  which  goes  away  as  foomas  it 
is  dried ;  camajfttbout ,  which  is  tiled  for  veneering  ;  it  is  one 
of  the  fineft  and  heavieft  kinds  of  wood  ;  &c.  Some  of  tbefe 
might,  perhaps,  ifaccefs  to  the  immenfe  forefts  wlfith  prodt?***. 
them  wire  eafy,  become  articles  of  trade,  even  to  Europe.  T. 

Poffibly 
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Poffibly  the  difficulty  of  landing  might 
hot  be  found  lo  great  as  is  fuppofed,  if  pro- 

f  er  furveys  were  to  be  made  by  intelligent 
eople.  It  is  certain,  that  if  the  conveyance 
of  produce  to  the  Cape  could,  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  be  made  eafy,  it  would  afford  a  confi- 
derable  advantage  both  to  the  Company,, 
to  the  colonifts  of  this  diftridt,  arid  to  others 
lituated  over  the  mountains,'  The  dis¬ 
advantages  which  the  colonifts  labour  un¬ 
der  at  prefent,  will  plainly  appear,  if  we 
confider  that,  according  to  the  univerfal 
teftimony  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  diftridt, 
the  expence  of  the  conveyance  of  every 
cartload  to  the  Cape,  which  is  at  the  diftance 
of  twelve  Dutch  miles,  mull  be  calculated 
at  fix  rixdollars,  fo  that  the  farmers  here 
cannot  poffibly  fell  the  cartload  of  ten  muds' 
of  wheat,  or  of  one  leager  of  wine,  for  the 
fame  price,  as  thole  who  have  their  fettle- 
ments  from  three  to  five  Dutch  miles  from 
the  Cape*. 

/  If 

*  Every  new-made  cart  cofls  one  hundred  and  eighty 
rixdollars.  This  high  ftte  is  chiefly  caufed  by  the  fcarcity  of 
wo«!  ftqimed  for  the  conftrudtion,  -which  the  Company 
formerly  ufed  to  have  fent  from  Holland.  This,  however,  is 


[  82  3 

If  we  fuppofe  that,  of  the  fix  rixdollars 
per  cartload,  here  faved,  only  the  half  be  to 
the  benefit  of  the  Company,  and  the  other  , 
half  to  that  of  the  colonifts,  it  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  compenfate  for  the  little  trouble 
which  the.  accurate  inveftigation  of  thi? 
matter  would  occafion. 

A \xh.ou^L\-flottentot  Holland  has  few  corn¬ 
fields,  and  is  chiefly  ufed  for  the  cultivation 
of  the  vine,  this  would,  neverthelefs,  make 
a  difference  of  three  rixdollars  upon  every 
leager  of  wine,  for  a  cart  can  load  but  one 
leager  at  a  time :  and  the  lands  fituated  over 
the  hills,  which  almoft  all  produce  more 
corn  than  wine,  would  reap  the  benefit  of  it 
upon  their  grain. 

Yet  as  all  this,  unfortunately,  does  not 
agree  with  the  felf-intereft  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  fervants,  I  firmly  believe,  that  thefe 
uneafures,  calculated  for  the  mutual  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  Company,  and  of  their  colonifts, 


not  now  practlfed,  but  moft  of  the  timber  wanteu  is  brought, 
with  much  trouble  and  inconvenience,  over  the  risnuntaim, 
from  an  extenfiyc  forefi,  fituated  feveral  days’  journey  from 
{he  Gape-t  and  it  psy.n$t  be  cut  withasut*  fpecial  permiffioa 
from  the  government.  •*- 

will 
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will  never  be  endeavoured  to  be  put  in 
execution*. 

The 

*  Thefe  caufes,  and  perhaps  the  fupinenefs  of  the  direction 
in  Holland,  and  their  confidering  the  Cape  as  a  fubordinate 
eftablifhment-,  have  been  the  means,  as  we  {hall  hereaftjr  have 
occafion  to  notice,  of  its  being  a  yearly  charge  upon  them,  in* 
{lead  of  yielding  any  revenue.  In  the  hands  of  a  more  enter- 
prifing  nation,  it  may  perhaps  be  rendered  a  colony  of  more 
intrinfic  and  territorial  value,  than  even  its  relative  importance, 
as  a  place  of  refrelhment,  and  refort,  for  the  navigation  of  the 
Indies.  Of  the  numerous  catalogue  which  maybe  formed,  of 
articles  for  trade,  aftually  to  be  met  with,  or  eafy  to  be  introduc¬ 
ed  into  this  country,  none  but  its  com  and  wine  have  hitherto 
made  any  figure  in  the  records  of  commerce.  Peas,  beans,  and 
butter,  indeed,  are  fometimes  exported  to  the  Indies :  thefarmers, 
who  have  a  tolerable  {hare  of  pafture-ground,  make  from  2,000 
to  3, $00 JA,  of  butter  annually,  which  they  carry  to  the  Cape  in 
one  or  two  journies,  and  difpofe  of  it  to  the  town’s  people-  at 
from  three  to  fix  ftivers  per  pound,  who  refell  the  greateft 
part  to  the  {hips  at  a  profit  of  from  30  to  too  per  cent.  The 
wool  of  their  ftieep,  though  extremely  coarfe,  has,  in  one  or  two' 
inftances,  been  manufaflured  into  common  cloth,  and  mightper- 
hapsbebroughtintoufefor  theconfumption  of  the  country  peo* 
pie.  An  inconfiderable  quantity  of  oil  is  procured  from  the  feals 
and  penguins,  which  abound  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Captf 
and  the  lkins  of  the  former  are  much  ufed  in  the  colony;  but 
the  fpafcnaceti,  and  Other  whales,  which  are  efpecially  remark* 
abljr'aumerous  in  St.  Helena  and  Saldanha  Bays,  have  hitherto 
been  wholly  neglefted.  An  article,  however,  which  has  of 
late  been  exported  from  the  Cape,  is  gum  aloe  5  it  is  procured 
1  •  —  rf  the  alee  perfeliata,  which  is  very  abundant 
in  many  parts  of  the  country:  Peter  de  Witt,  a  farmer 
ftili  living,  was  the  firft  who  prepared  this  gum  here,  and  fee, 
03  in 
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The  next  day,  being  Sunday,  the  24th  oi 
July,  we  left  De  Vos’s  at  nine  o’clock  in  the. 

morning,  , 

in  confequence,  obtained  the  exclusive  privilege  of  delivering.  ;■ 
it  to  the  Company,  whence  the  quantity  produced  has. always 
been  fjnall:  the  juice,  tapped  from  the  leaves,  generally  yields^' 
one-third  of  folid  gum ;  it  is  packed  in  wooden  bpxes,  con¬ 
taining  from  three  to  five  cMtf.’arid  is  fold  at  the  Cape  for  three  _ 
and  four  flivers  per  pound;  The  Cape  aloe  is  moretranfparent, 
and  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  in  quality,  to  thofe  forts,  fold  un¬ 
der  the  denominations  of  aloe  fuccotrine,  and  aloehepatica.  . 
Almonds  are  likewife  produced  here,  ,  and  are  bought  by  the 
fhips’  officers  to  carry  for  fale  to  Baiavia.  Tobacco  is  fome- 
times  cultivated  by  the  planters  for  their  own  ufe,  and  hemp 
by  the  Hottentots,  for  the  purpofe  of  fmoaking,  inflea,d  of  the 
■former;  but  neither  have  ever  been  thought  of  as  articles  of 
trade.  .  The  wax-fhrubs  {ntyrica  ^uerifolia%  and  cordtfolta)  „ 
afford  a  fubftance  refembling  bees’-wax;  the  berries  of  them, 
which  are  quite  black,  are  covered  with  a  greyith  powder ;  they 
are  gathered  when  ripe,  in  the  month  of  March,  and  boiled  till 
this  white .  powder  is .  melted,  and  floats  on  the  furfaee  of  the 
water,  like  fat;  this,  when  flammed  off  and.  cooled,  grows 
hard,  and  refembles  grey,  impure  wax ;  it  is  ufed  by  the  far-  ■ 
mers  for  candles,  which  burn  better  than  thofe  made  of  tallow: 
Might  not  the  ufe  of  it  become  more  extended  ?  From  the  mi- 
mofa  nilotica  gum  arahic  might  be  collected,  ■  The  camphor-tree 
(laums  camphor  a)  has  been  brought  here  from  the  Eaft-IndieSj 
and  has  thriven  very  well,  yet  no  pains  have  been  ytken  to 
encreafe  the  number,  or  to  colled  any  camphor.  Tu^neric 
{cummalcmgd)  might  be-cultivated  here,  for  it  is  found  in 
the  Company’s  garden.  The  .mulberry -tree  {moms  nigra) 
fiourifhes  ;  and  might  not  filkworms  %e 

olive-tree  ( oka  Etiropea)  is  common  on  the  hills  near  the  town/"' 
a»d  in  other  places,  growing  wild  ;  its  fruit  is  faid  feldom  to 

come 


'morning,  and  rode  on  to  Vergekegen '.(Tar-fitu- 
ated),  that  famous  feat,  formerly  laid  out, 

| 

[  come  to  maturity  :  ■  Will  not  cultivation  and  care  alter  this  ? 
V  Orchllla-weed  may  alfo  be  procured  at  the  Caps,  which  has 
•  other wife  been  exclufively  imported  from  the  Canaries,  but  it 
has  not  hitherto  been  fought  after,  and  perhaps  it  is  very  little 
known  that  it  does  exift  here.  Jndigoferas  of  feveral  forts  are 
enumerated  among  its  productions,  by  the  different  botanifts 
who  have  explored  this  country  ;  but  the  manufacture  of  in¬ 
digo  has  never  been  attempted.  We  have  the  aifurance  of 
Le  Vaiixant,  that  in  the  diftriCtof  Wcroeren,  otherwife  called 
that  of  the  four- and -twenty  -rivers,  indigo,  as  well  as  fugar  and 
cotton,  might  be  cultivated  with  fuccefs :  in  this  diftriCt,  .be¬ 
tides  corn  and  wine,  the  planters  have  engaged  ip  the  railing 
for  the  Cape  market,  where  they  have  no  competitors,  all 
“kind's  of  fruit,  lemons,  oranges,  limes,  fliaddocks,  figs,  pome¬ 
granates,  Sec-  they  are  fold  at  fqur,  five,  and  fix,  rixdollars  the 
hundred,  and  are  eagerly  purchafed.  Though  this  is  one 
of  the  moil  .fertile  and  pleafant. parts  of  the  colony,  if  is  but 
thinly  inhabited,  and  contains  no  more  than  forty  or  fifty 
farms  ;  much  land  in  it  lies  wafte :  the  fivers  which  traverfe 
it  fall  into  the  Eerg- river,  and  this  into  the  bay  of  St.  Helena , 
at  its  fouthern  part.  By  thefe  channels,  the  produce  of  this 
diftriCt,  together  with  that  of '  the  neighbouring  one  of  Zwart~ 
land, ,  might  be  carried  to  the  bay,  where  there  is  good  anchor¬ 
age  for  fhipping,  and  where  it  would  be  eafy  to  eftablilh  re- 
pofitori^t,  whence  the  paffage  by  fea  to  the  Cape  would  be 
quich^atid  eafy.  Saldanka- Bay,  which  is  well  known  to  be  a 
moft  excellent  and  fpacious  harbour,  might  likewife  ferve  for 
aX^enterport  for  that  ||||t  of  Znuartland  which  adjoins  to  it, 
too  rar'  irofn  the*  Berg-river  to  fend  its  produce  that 
way  ;  and  this  would  be  the  more  ufeful,  as  a  permanent  fer- 
tlemenf  there  would  Vie  a  great  accommodation  for  the  re- 
g  3  frefhmtnt 
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in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  by. Governor 
A.  van  der  Stel,  for  his  own.  pleafure* 
but  at  the  expence  of  the  Company,  which 
afterwards,  together  With  other  additional 
eircumftances,  was  the  caufe  of  his  being  re- 
! called  to  Europe,  by  his  employers.  The 
•whole  of  this  cafe  may  be  amply  feen  in  the 
memorial  which  he  drew  up  of' it,  and  the 
contra-memorial  of  the  colonifts,  whom  he 
had  treated  in  a  very  unreafonable  and  un- 
juft  manner,  fending  fome  of  them  prifoners 


/ref hment  of  Clips,  that  might  not  be  able  to  put  into  Table - 
Bay.  It  is  furprifing  that,  notwithftanding  the  many  /warms 
of  bees,  which  fly  wild  about  the  country,  no  hives  have  yet_ 
been  introduced,  npr  any  honey  or  wax  collected ;  Dr. 
Sf  amman  fays,  that  He  neither  faw  nor  heard  of  any  one 
that  kept  home-bees,  except  a  young  lad,  the  fon  of  a  colonift, 
near  Cwjlanfia,  who  ufed  fometimes  to  fet  out  empty  cheits 
and  boxes,  in  which  a  wild  .  fwarm  would  fettle  without  fail 
in  the  /pace  of  a  few  days;  but  the  liquorifh  lad  foon  de- 
flroyed  the  hive,  and  confumedthe  honey  almoft  immediately. 

.  Ivory,,  though  elephants  are  now  very  fcarce  near  the  Cape, 
is  a  commodity  that  may  alfo  be  procured  here.  Even  oftrich 
feathers,  which  fafliion  lias  rendered  an  almoft  indifpenfable 
article  of  drefs  to  our  fair  countrywomen,  may  bemadded  tp 
the  lift  of  marketable  wares.  In  ftiort,  though  it  is  'Scarcely 
pofSble  that  all.  thefe.  Aiould  fucceed,  as  articles  of  frade,  yet 
trials  may  be  made,  and  encourag^^ts  offered ;  while  the 
enumeration  of  them  fuffices  to  {he1 
polony  tnay  be  rendered  by 
ral  nation.  T. 
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v  to  Holland,  and  aiming  at  the  opprefiion. 
and  impoverifhment  of  all. 

He  had  called  this  feat  Vergeleegen,  be- 
caufe  it  is  fituated  full  twelve  or  thirteen 
hours’  ride  from  the  Cape ,  nearly  in  the 
|deepeif  part  of  the  valley  of  J Hottentot  Hoi- 


The  front  of  the  houfe  faced  the  eaft. 
Before  it  lay  a  . large  garden,  of  a  regular 
©flagon  form,  inclofed  by  a  wall.  The 
walk  which  led  up  to  the  houfe,  was  border¬ 
ed  on  each  fide  by  orange  and  lemon -trees; 
.but  the  outer  avenue  was  planted  with  large 
oak-trees  j  they  were,  however,  lets  in  fize 
than  thofe  of  .Europe ;  between  thefe,  flood 
almond-trees,  which  were  then  in  blolfom,- 
and  did  not  contribute  a  little  to'  embellifh 
thofe  pleafant  walks.  ^  .  4 

To  the  fottth,  was  a  fimilar  long  and 
broad  avenue,  but  bordered  with"  cheflmit- 
trees,  the  fruit  of  which  was  very  good. 

To  the  north,  lay  a  large  wood  of  very 
ancient  oaks,  which  extended  alio  to  the 
wef^>  it  had  been  more  “exten five,  but  the 
ju-efent  owner  ^.the  eftate,  one  i.ok,  had 
a  jt>irf»feraiP!’part  cut  down  and  cleared, 
in  order  to  have ’a  full  profpeft  over  the  flat 
q  4  country 
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country  into  Falfe-Bay,  and  the  view  was 
now.  only  bounded  by  the  high  mountains  of 
■  Smon,s-'Bd.y  and  the  weft  fhore. 

Along  the  back  of  the  houfe  ftood  a  row  ; 
of  very  high  and  large  camphor-trees,,  which, 
with  their  evergreen  .foliage,  afforded  a 
pleafant  fummer  profpedt,  even  in  winter. 
The  leaf  of  this  tree  refeinbles,  irt  forne 
meafure,  that  of  the  orange  and  bay-tree, 
and  has  the  fame  glofly  green  hue ;  .it  is, 
however,  much  fmaller :  when  taken  in  the 
mouth,  or  bruifed  between  the  finger?,  it  has 
a  ftrong  camphorated  taftc  and  fmell.  The  ' 
wood  of  the  tree  is  ufed  for  all  kinds  of 
cabinet-work,  and,  when  polifted,  is  of  a' 
light  brown  colour,  with  blach  veins ;  but 
it  is  fold  at  a  dear  rate.  ’ 


The  dwelling-houfe,  not  to  fay  any  thing 
of  the  other  buildings,  as  flaveahoufes,  ware- 
houfes,  ftables,  &c.  is  a  haudfome  edifice, 
though  of  only  one  ftory  (as,-  in  fadt,  all  the. 
countryhoufes  here  are,  as  v/ell  as  moft  of  the 
houfes  at  Capetown J,-  with  a  long  and%)road 


gallery,  which  is  the  fitting  and  earing  ,rbom 
of  the  family,  and  many  apartments 

on  each  fide.  - -  -  S 

The  garden,  the  buildings,  and  the  planta¬ 


tions, 
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tions,  all  bore  very  evident  figns  of  the  mag¬ 
nificence  and  wealth  of  the  founder,  who 
.  {pent  large  fums  of  money  upon  this  .{pot ; 
hut  every  thing  is  now  much  decayed,  as 
the  fucceeding  proprietors  did  not  poflefs  the 
fame  means  as  Mr.  van  deb.  Stel,  to 
keep  it  in  proper  repair. : 

The  Laurens-rivex,  the  larged:  and  mod: 
rapid  which  we  had  met  with  in  this  little 
excurfion,  runs  juft  without  the  woods  he-  • 
longing  to  this  eftate.  We  had  to  crofs  it 
twice,  and 'for  want  of  bridges,  which  are 
a  convenience  unknown  in  this,  country,  we 
forded  it  §n  horfeback,  the  water  reaching 
up  nearly  as  high  as  our  faddles. 

Having  taken  a  view  of  every  thing,  as 
well  as  the  fhortnefs  of  time  would  admit, 
we, rode  away  at  eleven  o’clock, ' and  in 
half  an  hour  we  returned,  to  the  farm  of  De 
Vos ;  whence,  after  having  dined,  and 
heartily  thanked  our  friendly  entertainer, 
we  took  our  departure  at  half  paft  one 
o’clock.  At  four,  we  rode  paft  Stellenbofch9 
ansfaJ:  half  paft  fix,  we  came  to  Albehtyn’s 
farm,  near  th&:Klapmuts,  where  we  took  up 
oh?  mght^joenpfig. 

The  next  morning,  about  nine  o’clock, 

■■■■"  we 
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we  left  thefe  hone#  and  hofpitable  people,  / 
on  our  return  to  the  Cape,  dined  by  the  way  . 
upon  .bread  and  butter  and  a  glafs  of  wine,  •'* 
in  the  open  air,  not  far  from  Valley,  , 

On  the  banks  of  a  little  rivulet,  and  in  the  I 
middle  of  a  grove  of  low  trees,  and  arrived  /  . 
at  the  town,  at  half' pall:  four  o’clock,  in  the 
afternoon. 

I  was  informed,  upon  my  arrival,  by  Mr. 

'  Hemmy,  that  the  muftering  of  my  crew, 
and'  difpatch  of  my  veffel,  w&uld  take  place 
on  Friday  next,  the  29th  of  July*. 

.  ■■  On 

;  .  ' 

*  No  more  than  fifteen  days  had  thus  elapfed,  from  the  '• 
time  of  my  arrival  in  5»?jOT’S'Bay,  to  that  of  my  difpatch,  in 
wfiich.the  'Crew  had  to  fefrefiv  themfelves,  and  recover  from  : 
the-fetigpei  of  a  long  and:flnb$fterou£;j>£iVage.  .  -fthinay  eafily  be 
conceived,  that  their  bodies  could  not,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  be 
fully  divefted  of  the  bad  humours,  and  fcorbutic  matter,  which 
had  been  accumulated  in  them,  in  the  confiderable  fpace  of 
time  they  had  been  op  board,  namely,  from  the  6th  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  the  day  I  received  them  at  Rammebfts,  till  the  13th  of 
July  ;  and  tl^  was  very  apparent  afterwards,  when  I  was  at 
lea;  for  in  a  few  days,  the  ufual  fliips’  difeafes  manifefted 
t'bsmfeives  on,  board ;  as  like  wife  continued  fevers^;,,  which 
were  immediately  followed  by  a  total  prortration,  ^4fing 
from  .he  impure  ftate  of  the  whole  frame,  and  the  corruption 
;  bf  the  fluids ;  thefe  .  fevers  were  a^teccompanied  by  th^, 
feurvy,  which  foon  likewife  made  ics^^peaiSfflJB,  *  lb  tihe, 
that  the  mod  and  word  ficknefs  occurred  among  thofe  of 
my  crew,  who  had  been  fent,  for  a  few  days,  as  a  help,  on 
.  board 
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On  Wednefday,  the  27th,  I  rode  in  the 
forenoon  to  the  Company’s  garden  called 

board  of  the  fhip  P— — ;  this  veffel  had  arrived  at  the  Capet 
with  eighty  lick ;  cleanlinefs  feemed  to  have  been  very  little 
attended  to  on  board  of  her,  for  file  was  between  the  decks  fo 
choaked  with  filth,  that  fome  of  my  officers  affured  me,  they 
had  never  feen  fo  much  dirt,  not  even  on  board  of  any  French 
fliip..  Though  it  is  probable,  that  my  men  wereinfefted  by  the 
fick  of  this  veflel,.  it  is,  however,  reafonable  tq  conclude,  that 
their  bodies  were  not  in  a  perfect  flare  of  health,  nor  their 
fluids  wholly  purified,  or  this  contagion  could  never  hive 
fpread  fo  rapidly  among  them. 

I  fhould,  therefore,  be  of 'opinion,  that  the- outwardbound 
fhips  fhould  flop  longer  at  the  Cafe,  and  flay  there  four 
weeks,  inftead  of  a  fortnight,  in  order  that  by  a  proper  length 
of  time  to  refrefh,  the  bodies  of  the  failors  might  be  eleanfied 
of  their  accumulated  peccant  matter.  Returning  thus  on 
'board  in  good  heaJtBj  and  with  renewed  ftrength,  they  would 
not  only  be  able  to  cope  with  the  fatigues  of  the  remainder  of 
the  voyage,  but  arriving  in  the  Indies,  with  a  hale  and  healthy 
frame  of  body,  they  would,  in  fome  meafure,  be  able  to  with- 
fland  the  firft  attacks  of  the  unwholefome  climate. 

It  may,  perhaps,  he  objected  to  this,  that  the  additional 
charges  to  be  incurred  by  a  longer  flay,  would  confiderably 
■  encreafe  the  fhip’s  expences,  But  this  is  of  little  importance), 
for  the  articles  of  refrefliment  procured  at ,  the  Cape,  do 
not  coil  much ;  my  fhip,  the  Oimwrkerk,  confumed  during 


her  flay/  . 

4,708 founds  of  frefh  meat,  amounting,  at  t,\  peu- 

4tuqgs  (4- j  of  a  ftiver,  or  penny)  per  pound,  t°y.  80  18  8 

40  muds  of  wheat,  for  baking,  at  f.t,  1  ?4-  per  mud  2J4  13  8 

v  „ ^  f-ns  °  ' 

Thus  a  fhip  flaying  half  a  month  longer,  would  only  e*4 
pend  twice  that  fum.  , 

jSfewlana, 
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New/and,  which  is  about  one ’Dutch  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  Cape,  where  the  gover¬ 
nor,  Mr.  v*an  Plettenberg,  then  was,  in 
ord,er  to  take  leave  of  his  excellency.  ,  ' 

On  the  following  Saturday,  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  hoy,  the  Neptune,  commanded  by  ■ 
Captain  pe  Haas,  came  to  an  anchor  in 
fT dk-Bay.  This  veffel  had  left  the  harbour 
on  the  20th  of  May,  with  goods  for  Falfe- 
Bay  ;  when  at  fea,  the  had  been  overtaken 
by. a  violent  ftorm,  and  driven  upon  the 
reef  of  Anguillas ,  where  fhe  continued  to 
fwerve  about  till  the  22d  of  June  ;  on  the 
evening  of  that  day,  the  fame  on  which  we„ 
had  been  haraffed  by  the  dreadful  hurricane 
before  defcribedi, '  fhe  rolled  aWay.  all  her 
three  mails.  She  was ‘  then  driven  to  the 
fouthward,  as  far  as  41  °,  and  got  light  pf 
the  ifiands  Dina  and  Marfeveen,  They  had, 
for  a  great  part  of  the  time,  been  in  want  of 
water  ;  but  they  fortunately  had  plenty  of 
wine  on  board,  fo  that  they  kept  themfelVeg 
alive  with  bread  and  wine.  % 

The  next  morning,  being  Sunday^  the 
31  ft  of  July,  I  fet  off,  at  ^ight  o’clock,  ip- 
company  with 'Mr.  Ernst,  for^Ti^-Bay,  • 
where  we  arrived  at  one.  We  found  my 
Ihip 
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/Kip  In  good  condition,  and  ready  for  feaf 
but  the  wind  blowing  fi»m  the  s.e.  for  this, 
and  the  two  following  days,  we  were  pre- 
vented  from  failing. 

_This  morning,  came  to  an  anchor  'here, 
the  Company’s  fhip  P- — — ,  Captain  /S'——-, 
who  had  failed  from  Goeree,  on  the  12th 
of  May,  for  the  chamber  of  Delft,  with  two 
hundred  and  nine  men,,  of  whom  twenty-. 
'  eight  had  died  on  the  paflage,  eighty  were 
now  confined  hy.fcknefs,  and  the  remainder 
were  moftly  unfit  for:  the  ihip’s  duty  :  and 
as,,  for  want  of  hands,  they  were  incapably 
of  mooring  the  ihip,  or  taking  in  their  fails, 
I  diredtly  featitihem  fixty  men,  to  affifl  them 
in  doing  this,  who  I  let  remain  on  board  her 
till  Tuefday  evening. 


/ 

j"  • 
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CHAPTER  III. 

departure  from  ^Aisz-Bay, —  Violent  Thunder - 
;  fiorm.  —  Meteors  called  Caftor  and  Pollux.  — 

'  Dreadful  epidemical  Diforder  which  raged  on 
$oard.  —  The  Surgeon’s  Report  concerning  it. — 
Treatment  of '  the  Sick,  &c.  —  Pafs  the  Jflands 
Amsterdam  and  St.  PAVL.—Bear  -away  for 
New  Holland.  —  Difappointed  in  falling  in 
..  with  it.— -Pafs  the  Latitude  ofHhe  Trial’s  Rocks. 

— , View  of  the  South  Csaft  of  Java. — Range  along 
->  it.— Great  Inaccuracy  of  the  Company’s  Charts. — 
Pajfage  of  the  Straits  of  Sun  d  a.-— Anchorage  at 
■  Batavia. 

On  '  Wednefday /  morning,  the  3d  of 
Auguft,  the  wind  being  northweft,  we 
weighed  anchor,  with  a  iliff  gale,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  hail  and  rain,  and  got  tinder  fail  at 
eleven  o’clock,  a.m.  faluting  the  road  with 
feven  guns,  which  was 'returned  us  by  the 

fhip  P - ,  with  five.  At  two  o’clodt,  p.m. 

we  were  out  of  the  bay,  and  fteered^our 
courfe  firft  in  a  foutherly  direction,  for  fear 
the  wind  fhould  come  round  to  that  quarter. 

.  At  this  time  my  crew  confifted  of  three  hun¬ 
dred 
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dred  and  twenty-three  ifcen,  all  feemingly  in 
good  health. 

The  next  morning,  the  wind  ftill  blew 
hard,  from  the  n.w.  and  we  faw  a  fail  lying 
by  to  the  s.w.  with  a  Prince  of  Orange’s  * 
flag*  flying  from  her  mizen-topmafthead. 
We  palled  her  at  the  diftance  of  a  quarter 
of  a  league,  ar.d  Ihould  have  hailed  her,  but 
the  high  wind  made  us  think  it  not  fafe  to 
approach  near  enough  to  underhand  each 
other. 

On  the  9th  and  1  oth  of  Auguft,  we  had 
,  violent  thunderftorms,  in  the  evening  ^  the 
Claps  of  thunder  were  lb  loud  and  incelTant, 

*  that  the  Ihip  fhook  by  their  explofion ;  and 
the  flalhes  of 'lightning  Ihot  between  the 
mails,  and  fo  clofe  along  the  hull  of  the 
Ihip,  that  we  were  apprehenfive  of  the  lols 
of  the  former,  and  of  tire  in  the  latter. 
Large  hailftones  fell  at  the  fame  time,  ac¬ 
companied  by  rain,  and  a  high  wind  ;  yet 
we  fuffered  no  great  damage  from  this  con- 
cuflion  of  the  elements.  ■  ... 

am  of  opinion,  that  the  iron  fpindles  for 
.•'"'the  vanes,  which  are  generally  ufed  at. the 

*  See  the  note  to  page  14  r,  of  the  firft  volume.  T. 

topriiaft- 
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v  topmaflheads*  are  very  bad  in  thunder* 
florins,  as  they  cannot -but  attradt  the  eledtrig 
matter;  the  topmafts  of  my  fhip  had  not 
fuch  ipindles,  but  knobs. 

On  the  loth,  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  the  thunderilorm  was  at  the 
higheft,  we  faw  the  meteors  called  Caftof 
and  Pollux*,  upon  the  topfailyardarms,  which 
gave  a  clear  light,  and  appeared  like  fmall 
lambent  flames;,  ihortly  after  which  the 
florm  abated. 

•We  likewife  faw  them,  on  the  mizen  and 
m^intopfail-yards,  on  the  5th  of  September, 
at  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  when  we  had  a 
lowering  iky,  with  thunder  and  lightning, 
but  not  fo  violent  as  at  former  times. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  month  of  Auguft, 
the  fcurvy  began  to  appear,  more  and  more, 
among  the  people ;  and  on  the  iffc  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  we  loll:  two  men-by  it,  tvho  had 
only  begun  to  complain  the  day  before,  and 
who  died,  as  it  were,  in  the  midil  of  their 
tifual  occupations.  This  ioon  convinced 
me,  that  my  fears,  refpe&ing  the  ill  conic*, 
quences  of  the  too  ihort  flay  of  my  men  at 
the  Cape,  were  not  imaginary.  Since  my 
departure  from  that  place,  I  had,  however, 
given 
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Ifiveti  the  whole  of  the  fhip’s  crew  foup, 
made  of  frefh  mutton,  twice  a  week,  and 
had  made  the  foldiers  exercife,  when  it  was 
good  weather,  every  day,  to  keep  them  in 
motion » 

But  this  was  only  a  commencement  of 
our  fufferingst  It  was  not  alone  the  fcurvy 
which  mani felted  itfeif  on  board,  but  like- 
wife  a  moft  malignant  putrid  fever,  which 
attacked  a  great  number,  fo  that,  on  the 
10th  of  September,  we  had  one  hundred  on 
the  ficklift.  The  foldiers,  and  fuch  failors 
who  had  not  before  beeh  at  fea,  were  chiefly, 
the  vi&ims  of  this  diforder;  but  it  attacked, 
in  particular,  thofe  who  had  been  on  board 
Of  the  fhip  P — 

The  firft  fymptoms  of  the  fever,  and 
which  occurred,  fome  days  before  it  aflually 
came  on,  were  a  violent  headache  and  pains 
in  the  ftomach,  debility,  and  lofs  of  appe¬ 
tite-.  Some  died  during  the  firft  fit  of  the 
fever;  others  two  or  three  days  afterwards. 
A  ftrong  putrid  fm’ell  was  perceived  even 
befpfc  they  died,  and  many  of  the.  bodies 
emitted  fo  dreadful  a  ftench,  in  half  an 
hour  after  the  breath  had  left  them,  that 
they  were  forced  to  be  inftantaneoufly  com- 
vql.  n.  h  mitted 
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trutted  to  the  deep. '  Immediately  affter  tlielf 
death,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  even  before  it, 
the  bodies  were  blotched  with  black  and 
blueith  fpots,-  efpecially  upon  the  neck  and 
breaft,  which  indicated  an  entire  corrnption 
of  the  whole  fyftem. 

The  following  is  a  relation  of  the  com¬ 
mencement,  progrels,  and  termination,  of 
this  ficknefs,  as- couched  in  the  report  con¬ 
cerning  it  made  to  me  by  my  furgeon,  Mr. 
Xf,  VlNKE.  •  • 

“  This  epidemic  began  in  the  latter  part 
jm  of  the  month  of  Auguft,  and  did  not  end 
till  the  beginning  of  October.  The  fuf- 
«  ferers  firft  felt  a  chilly  fhivering ;  then 
«*  a  liftleffncfs  and  pain  in  the  joints  ;  this 
«  was  followed  by  a  fiuthing  heat  exter- 
«  nally,  but  internally  they  always-  com- 
“  plained  of  cold.  Some  had  a  violent 
“fever,  with  a  throbbing  pulfation  ;  others 
**  no  fever  at  all,  with  a  low  and  weak 
“  pulfe.  In  general,  they  were  overcome 
“  by  a  fudden  debility,  in  fo  far,  that  fome 
“  who  endeavoured  to  keep  up,  fell  <J$wn 
14  from  wealcnefs.  Some  had  their  uluhl 
“  and  natural  evacuations,  others  none  at  all. 
“  Their  urine  was  fomewhat  turbid,  yel- 
lowilh. 
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**  lowifli,  and  very  fhai'p.  In  the  beginning, 
“  the  tongue  was  whitilh,  but  afterwards 
covered  with  a  brown,  coat,  and  with  a 
**  black  flime  over  the  teeth.  In  the  night, 
they  were  very  reftlefs,  and  generally  de- 
“  lirious.  Some  had  violent  retchings  on  the 
e<  fecond  day,  and  brought  up  a  blackifh 
matteir ;  yet  the  patients  felt  no  eafe  from 
«  it,  but  experienced  a  great  degree  of 
ft  anxiety,  accompanied  by  prdfufe  perfpira- 
«*  tion.  On  the  third  day  they  got  a  hic- 
Ci  cough,  with  a  coldnefs  of  the  extremities  ; 

fome  bled,'  at  the  fame  .time,  copiously 
“  from  the  nofe  ;  and,  at  laft,  they  loft  the 
power  of  retention  of  their  urine  and  ex- 
“  crements,  which  they  voided  involunta- 
“  rily ;  their  evacuations  were  of  a  dark 
brown  colour,  and  intolerably  fetid  ;  at 
4(  laft, .  a  profufe  cold  and  clammy  fweat 
41  came  upon  them,  at  which  time  they  died, 
u  I  examined  fome  of  them,  after  they  were 
Ci  dead,  who  were  full  of  purple  blotches, 
“  on  the  breaft  and  face ;  I  faw  two,  who 
^had  a  blackhh  fpot,  of  the  fize  of  two 
handbreadths,  along  and  under  the  fliort 
(f  ribs,  at  the  place  where  the  liver  lies, 
f  which  is  a  certain  fign  of  the  entire  mor- 
kk2  “  tjfication 
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«  tificatioh  of  that  part ;  and  thefe  todies 
“  were  fo  putrid,  that  they  could  not  be 
“  kept  on  board  half  an  hour  after  the  de~ 

“  ceafe.  Some  of  the  patients,  who  had 
“  immediately  complained,  or  given  them- 
“  felves  in  as  tick,  got,  on  the  fifth,  or 
“  fevenfch,  day  of  their  ilhiefs,  a  diarrhoea ; 

“  which  in  fome  was  critical,  or  favourable, 

“  and  in  others  iymptomatic,  or  incidental : 

Ci  the  dtarrhcea  crihca  feldom  lafted  longer 
than  three  or  four  days  ;  they  voided  a 
“  quantity  of  dark  brown  and  blaekiflh  mat¬ 
ter,  and  the  fever  then  left  them  entirely; 

“  thefe  patients  were  . far  gone  in  a  decay  of 
“  ftrength,  and  the  worfl  was,  that  they 
•“  continually  relapfed,  even  four  or  five, 

“  times :  three  times  were  the  ufual  run : 
“and  by  thefe  continual  relapfes,  many 
“  were  alfo  attacked  by  the  fcurvy,  by 
“  which  feveral  of  them  died.  Thofe  who 
“  got  a  diarrhoea  fymptomatica,  had  a  violent 
“  colic,  together  with  very  fetid  and  loofe 
“  {tools,  fometimes  accompanied  by  the  eva- 
«  cuation  of  a  flimy  matter,  with  ftreak^f 
“  blood  running  through  it.  Some  of  thelfev, 
“  patients  were  attacked  by  a  violent  vomit - 
“  ing,  hiccough,  and  convulfions,  and, daftly, : 

’  '  ■  “  they 
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“  they  fell  into  a  profufe  cold  and  clammy 
“  fweat,  in  which  they  died.  Few  of  thofe 
“  who  had  the  diarrhcea  fymjjtomatica '  re- 
“  covered,  except  when  the  fymptoms.  were 
“  not  very  violent.  Some  had  their  crifis, 
“or  rather  metaftafis,  with  a  fwelling 
“  behind  the  ears,  upon  the  breaft,L  or 
u  Ihoulders,  which  changed  to  a  fuppu  ration, 
“  whereby  they  were  cured.  .  Others  again. 
“  felt  violent  pains  in  the  fhoulders,  knees, 
“  or  .feet,  -  which,  after  having  lafted  two 
“  d&ys,  left  them,  and  they  ,  recovered. 
“  Thofe  who  tried  to  keep  up,  and  waited 
two  or  three  days  before  they  gave  them- 
“  felves  in  as  patients,  almoft  all  died  within 
“  the  fourth  day  after  they  came  under  my 
“  care.  Thefe  were,  in  general,  fdll  of 
“  puftulous  fpots,  and  half  an  hour  after  ftheir 
“  deceafe,  the  abdomen  turned  quite  black, 
“  which  is  a  certain  fign  of  an  entire  morti- 
“  fication  of  all  the  vifcera  of  the  belly. 
“  From  the  time  of  its  commencement,  till 
“  .the  2d  of  October,  when  it  ceafed,  twenty- 
J$.  nine  men  died  of  this  difeafe/befide  thofe 
“  who  were  carried  off  by  the  lcurvy,  and 
“  other  diforders.” 

|  attribute  this  dreadful  epidemiQ  to  .no 
n  3  other 
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other  caufe,  than  that  my  healthy  men* 
whom  I  fent,  as  abovementioned,  as  a  help, 
on  board  of  the  (hip  P — — ,  caught  the  in- 
feftion  there;  efpecially  fince  the  indivi¬ 
duals  who  had  been  on  board  of  her,  were 
the  firft  who  were  attacked  by  it. 

The  prevalence  of  this  ficknefi.  occafioned 
io  much  difmay  among  thole  who  remained' 
in  health,,  that,  they  imagined  that  the  (hip 
wasunfedted  with  the  plague,  and  I  had  the 
greateft  difficulty1  to  convince  them,  and 
efpecially  my  officers,  of  the  contrary,  by 
daily  going  myfelf  to  vifit  the  tick,  to  feo 
that,  they  were  properly  treated,  and  to  *en-;~ 
courage  and  cbnfole  the  poor  fufferers,  as 
much  as  lay  in  my  power; 

The  Tailors  who,  had  been  much  at  feaj 
were  the  laft  who  were  attacked  by  this 
dilorder,  and  they,  for  the  moll  part,  re* 
covered. 

By  this  dreadful  and  malignant  difeafe, 
as  well  as.  by  the  fcurvy,  I  loft  forty-two 
men  of  my  crew  in  September,  and  at  the 
clofe  of  that  month,  I  had  ftill  one  hundrec^ 
and  eight  confined  by  ficknefs. 

In  this  fituation,  fo  diftrefsful  to  me* 
we  fcarcely  knew  how  to  proceed.  The 
furgeon 
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ftrgeon  and  his  mates  did  all  in  their  power, 
and  whatever  art  could  devife,  according  to 
their  belt  abilities,  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the 
idifeafe ;  but  it  may  eafily  be  conceived,  that, 
where  the  number  was  fo  great,  they  could 
not  attend  to  every  individual,  with  that  en¬ 
tire  folic  itude, -which  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
temper  feemcd  particularly  to  require, 
Befides  this,  thofe  medicines  which  were 
the  moft  neceflary,  were  foon  confumed  ; 
and  what  is  a  moft  fliameful  negledt  in  the. 
equipment  of  the  Company’s  ftiips,  at  leaft 
at  the  chamber  of  Zealand,  as  I  experienced 
ft  myfelf  in  both  my  Voyages,  there  was 
not  a  iingle  drop  of  white  wine-vinegar  to 
be  found  on  board,  which,  in  theft  cafes,  is 
an  article  of  the  utmoft  neceffity,  and  yet, 
perhaps,  it  i$  charged  in  account  to  the 
Company,  ffowever  it  be,  this  is  certain, 
that  the  want  of  it  was  the  occafion  that 
many  of  our  fick.  died. 

Notwithftanding  all  this,  we  yet  thought 
ourfelves  fortunate,  that  we  met  with  fine  wea¬ 
ker,  in  running  down  through  the  fouthern 
platitudes,  fo  that  the  gratings  and  airholes 
could  always  remain  open,  by  which  the 
cofitarnmation  of  the  air  was  greatly  mode- 
^  rated  j 
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rated ;  while,  on  my  part,  I  took  efpecial 
care  that  the  tick-ward,  which  was,  as 
ufual,  between  the  firft  and  fecoud  decks, 
was  kept  clean  and  neat. 

The  air  in  it  was  continually  refreflied 
and  renewed,  by  the  opening  of  the  port¬ 
holes,  and  by  a  coolfail,  made  like  a  funnel, 
in  the  manner  of  M.'du  Hamel;  and  at' 
night,  when  this  could  not  be  done,  for  fear 
.of  accidents,  the  ventilators  were  kept  con-' 
ftantly  at  work. 

I  allowed  no  water  to  be  made  ufe  of  in 
cleaning  it  out,  that  the  moifture  might  not 
.contribute  to  encreafe  the  contagion  ;  and- 
on  the  other  hand,  plaily  fumigations  were  . 
made  with,  juniper- berries  and  frankincenfe, 
likewife  by  burning  of  •  gunpowder,  and 
pouring  of  vinegar  on  red-hot  bullets. 

-  The  cribs  of  the  lick  were  fprinkled  with 
vinegar,  and  the  patients  were  directed  to 
wafh  their  hands  apd  faces,  and  rinfe  their, 
mouths  with  it,  every  morning. 

Their  vi&uals  confifted,  one  day,  in  mut¬ 
ton-broth,  with  lemonjuice  ;  the  nex^,  Ift, 
rice-porridge  ;  and  the  third,  in  bread  and  *''V 
beer,  with  wine  ;  and  in  the  morning  they 
had  grouts,  with  Spanish  wine. 
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Thofe  who  recovered  were  put  to  a  fepa« 
fate  mefs,  and  thefe  were  allowed,  for  the 
£r{l  ten  days,  nothing  but  fpoonmeat,  peeled 
barley,  .and  peas,  without  their  ration  of 
pork  or  beef,  b.ecaufe  their  Aomachs  were 
much  too  weak  to  digeft  thefe  lafl.  It'aljfo 
appeared,  that  thofe  who  had  eat  a  little 
pork  or  beef  in  feeret,  fell  immediately  ill 
£gain. 

To  fiich  as  remained  in  health,  I  gave 
.  every  day  a  quartern  of  wine  (which  they 
did  not  receive  elfe  but  three  times  a  week), 
and  I  caufed  bitters  to  he  put  into  their 
iflual  morning  and  evening  drams,  in  order 
to  oppofe,  as  much  poffible,  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  corruption.  • 

Our  fouthern  navigation  was  very  good  ; 
we  met  with  no  bad  weather  of  any  confe- 
quence,  but  the  winds  were  almoft  always 
too  flack,  to  admit  of  a.  quick  paflage, 
although  it  was  in  the  winter-feafpn,  in 
thefe  latitudes. 

.  When,  on  ray  former  voyage,  I  pafled 
this  way,  in  the  month  of  January,  which 
S'-  is  here  the  middle  of  fummer,  we  met  with. 
r  much  harde-r  winds,  and  often  with  violent 
&orms*  .during  which  we  were  frequently 
obliged 
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obliged  to  lie  by,  which  did  not  once  happen 
■this  time. 

On  the  id  of  September,  in  the  after* 
noon,  we  thought  that  we  faw  the  iiland 
Amfierdam  j  but  could  not,  on  account  of 
th&'hazinefs  of  the  weather,  be  certain  of  it. 
On  the  5th,  we  faw  a  good  deal  of  fea* 
Weed,  which  made  us  conclude  that  we  had 
pafled  the  iflands  of  Amfierdam  and  St.  Paul, 
or  were  to  the  eaftward  of  them  ;  the  more 
fo,  as  the  variations  of  the  compafs,  and  two  . 
lunar  obfervations,  which  I  had  made,  ac* 
cording  tp  the  manner  of  M,  de  ea  Caille, 
corroborated  the  conjedure.  f. 

Upon  confidering  'thefe  circumftances, 
we  determined  to' bear  <away  for  the  pand 
of  the  Eendragt,  in  -New  Holland,  in  order  to 
corred  our  reckoning,  and  '  to  deer  for  the 
ifland  of  Java,  fo  as  to  fall  in  with  it, 
to  the  eaftward^  of  the  Straits  of  Sunda . 
But  we  were  frudrated  in  our  hopes  of 
feeing  this  land,  by  the  foutheaft  tradewind, 
which  we  now  met  with,  and  which  car¬ 
ried  us  too  far  to  '  leeward  ;  whefefore, 
on  the  1 5th  of  September,  we  changed  our  ^ 
courfe  to  n.e.  and  bore  away  afterwards  in 
a  northerly  track,  availing  likewife  of  the 

variation 


variation  of  the  com  pais,  in  order  to  get  to 
the  eaft ward  of  the  Straits  of  Sunda ;  for  I 
found,  by  ieveral  journals,  that  there  was  a 
variation  of  a!6  north,  at  the  eaft  end  of 
yavat  and  by  my  own  experience  1  knew 
that  there  was  no  variation  at  all  at  the 
Stra  ts  of  Sunda. 

On  the  26th  of  that  month,  we  pafted  the 
latitude  in  which  the  Trials  Rocks  are  laid 
down. 

On  the  4th  of  O&ober,  a  large  bunch  of 
green  weed  floated  by  the  ihip,  and  the  next 
day,  half  an  hour  before  liinrife,  we  difc 
covered  the  fouth  coaft  of  yava. 

The  part  which  we  faw  fhewed  like  a 
Very  long  ifland,  feemingly  about  eight  or 
nine  leagues  in  length,  and  appearing  to 
ftretch  out  to  the  northeaftward,  mollly  in 
an  equal  dire&ion,  ^nd  of  a  moderate  height. 
The  weft  point  appeared  craggy  and  broken, 
and  the  eaft  point  run  gradually  round  in  a 
circular  fbape  :  this  was  the  ifland  called 
ftoujfa  Baron. 

Juft' after  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
^'  we  faw,  a  little  to  the  weftward  of  this 
Jand,  the  fpiry  fummit  of  a  mountain, 
which  appeared  above  the  clouds,  and  look¬ 
ed  , 


ed  of  a  blue  colour,  but  underneath,  we 
'  could  not  fee  any  land  :  this  mountain  was 
higher  than  any  one  I  had  ever  feen. 

The  land  ,  which  appeared  ,  afterwards, 
during  this  day,  was  high,  bare,  and  llony, 
with  a  ropky  Ihore ;  and  in  fome  places 
fhoals  and  rocks,  which  feemed  to'  extend 
about  a  league  from  the  land. 

The  next  day,  at  eight  o’clock,  a.m.  we- 
thought  we  faw  the  Hoornfhoofd,  or  the  Horn , 
being  a  high  mountain,  fo  called,  j^.e.  by-' 
jr.  from  us.  The  coaft  was  ftill  higher, 
rand  equally  bare;  but,  a  little  before  noon, 
we  perceived  fome  trees  upon  the  top^of 
the  hills.  At  half  paft  two  o’clock,  p.m, 
we  were  abreaft  of  a  large  opening,  which 
feemed  to  run  far  inland,  and  appeared  to 
us  to  be  the  mouth  of  a  river.  The  land 
the  wed  here  in  four  ridges,  lying  hehind 
each  other,  riling  gradually  higher,  in  pro¬ 


portion  as  they  were  more  inland,  and  all 
of  them  being  wholly  covered  with  thick 
woods.  At  four  o’clock  we  faw  a  building 
clofe  to  the  fhore,  which  looked  like*  a  fort ; 
this  edifice,  together  with  fome  habitation?*^ 
which  we  faw  adjacent  to  it,  I  then  thought  ^ 
conftitutedthe  old  city  qf  Mataram>  at  lead: 


the 


the  obfervation  of  the  Uoornjhsofd,  and  the 
diftance  we  had #  fince  failed  along  the 
•  coaft,  indicated  as  much  ;  but  his .  excel¬ 
lency,  Governor  van  der  Parra,  told  me 
afterwards  that  that  city  lay  farther  in¬ 
land.  At  eight  o’clock  we  had  foundings 
in  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  fathoms, 
blueifh  clay.  At  night,  having  little  or  no 
wind,  we  made  no  progrefs,  but  floated 
about  without  any  determinate  dire6|ion. 

At  daybreak  the  next  morning,  being  the 
yth  of  October,  we  could  but  juft  fee  the 
land,  and  I  according  fteered  again  dire&ly 
for  it.  At  eight  o’clock,  we  difcovered  a 
very  low  coaft,  which  began  at  a  middling 
elevated  point,  where  the  high  land  termi¬ 
nated. 

This  low  land  was  entirely  covered  with 
trees,  among  which  we  perceived  leveral 
groves  of  cocoa-nut,  and  areca  trees,  the 
ftiore  was  bordered  by  a  white  beach, 
againft  which  the  fea  rolled  without  in¬ 
terruption. 

At  ten  o’clock,  we  faw,  among  the  woods, 
a  very  high  tree, which  fpread  out  its  branches 
/  very  far,  and  appeared,  at  a  diftance,  like  a 

beacon; 
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beacon;  and  from 'the  m  aft  head  we  difcertt* 
ed  fever  .  negrees,  or  villages.  ' 

We  here  faw  high  land  again,  though.  * 
the  low  land  continued  all  along  before  it, 
till  three  o’clock,  p.m.  when  we  again  faw  " 
nothing  but  low  land  with  trees. 

We  failed  along  the  fhore,  from  eight 
e’clock,  a. M.  till  funfet;,  at  the  diftance  of 
a  league,  over  the  depth  of  thirty  or  forty  . 
fathoms,  black  fandy  ground,  like  fine  gun- 
powder. 

The  land  which  we  beheld  in  the  mom- 
Jng  of  the  eighth  of  October,  fhewed  like 
a  double  range  of  broken  hills,  of  a  mid¬ 
dling  height.  Shortly  afterwards  we  ,iaw 
the  appearance  of  an  ifland,  in  the  n.n.w. 
on  each  fide  •  of  which  there  was  a  deep 
inlet,  with. high  mountains  inland  j  we  con¬ 
ceived  that  thefe  were  Maurice  and  Dirk  de 
Vries  Bays.  We  likewife  law  a  high  cape, 
and  land  sr.w.  by  N.  which,  at  three  o’clock, 
-e.m.  bore  due  north  from  us.  Juft  beyond, 
and  eaft  of  this  cape,  lay  a  rock  above  water, 
upon  which  the  fea  broke.  r 

Hence  the  coaft  ftretched,  as  far  as  we 
could  fee,  wv  by  N.  and  w.n.w.  being  \ 
tolerably 


tolerably  high  land,  Covered.  with  trees. 
We  failed  along  it,  two  and  a  half  leagues 
from  the  fliore,  and  faw  a  heavy  furf  break¬ 
ing  upon  it.  Our  depth  of  water  was  fort f 
and  forty-five  fathoms. 

At  funfet  we  fleered  weft,  but  finding  the 
depth  decreafing,  we  edged  gradually  away 
to  the  fouth,  as  far  as  s.s.w. 

At  daybreak,  the  following  morning,  be¬ 
ing  the  9th  of  October,  we  found  ourfelvea 
clofe  under  a  woody  illand.  We  here  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  fouth  coaft  of  Java ,  inftead 
of  being  laid  down,  in  the  Company’s  charts, 
with  requifite  accuracy,  is,  on  the  contrary, 
placed  very  erroneoufly  j  for,  with  the  courfe 
which  ,  we  had  fleered  at  night,  we  ought, 
according  to  the  charts,  not  only  not  to  have 
approached  the  land/ but  to  have  bore  away 
from  it  more  and  more.  I  am  not  the  only 
one,  who  has  been  deceived  in  this  refpeft, 
for  having  accidentally  on  board  a  journal 
of  the  Company’s  fliip  "Zuidbewland,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Halfman,  I  found  the 
fame  .occurrence  noted  down  in  -it,  at  the 
fame  place. 

It  is  really  to  be  lamented,  that  fo  power¬ 
ful  a  body  ae  the  Eafl-India  Company,  30# 
whofe 
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fohole  profperity  lo  much  depends  upon  ttiS 
lafe  and  profperous  voyages  of  their  flips, 
fhould  trouble  themfelves  fo  little  with  the* 
lmprotferiieiit  df  navigation  in  general,  and 
the  corre&ion  of  their  charts  in  particulate 
I  could  ad  dude  many  inftanceS  Of  their  fault- 
tiiiefs,  both  With  refpetft  to  the  Indies,  arid 
to  the  coaft  of  Africa;  Other  nations  pur- 
fue  this  objedt  with  indefatigable  affiduity, 
efpecially  the  Ehglifh,  whole  maps  are,  ia 
gener&lj  infiriitely  preferable  to  odr's* 

■  On  the  9th  and  1  bth  of  October*  we  had 
very  little  profpeCt  of  the  land,  by  reafont 
of  the  continual  rain*  accompanied  by  vio¬ 
lent  thunder  and  lightning,  which  we  ex¬ 
perienced  thofe  days  ;  except  that  we  law, 
at  intervals,  tfce  blue  fummits  of  the  rnoun- 
tains  breaking  through  the  clouds.  Here  we 
caught  a  dorado,  which  afforded  us  ail 
agreeable  refrelhment. 

On  the  following  days,  and  till  the  14th 
of  the  month,  we  had  continual  rains, 
mollly  with  dead  calms  ;  or  elfe  the  little 
breezes  which  we  had*  were  in  general 
wefterly. 

But  on  the  1 5th,  the  wind  blew  fo  hard 
from  the  weft,  that  we  could  not  even 
carry 


"  'T  ”3  ] 

carry  a  topfail,  with  two  reeves ;  this  was 
accompanied  by  a  ftrong  current,  fetting  to 
the  eaft,  fo  that  we  continually  loft  ground* 
We  therefore  determined  to  bear  away  to 
the  fputh,  in  order  to  get  into  the  eafterly 
tradewind  again,  and  to  run  down  ib  far  to 
the  weft  ward  with  it,  that  we  could  make 
the  Straits  of  Sunda. 

On  the  20th,  finding  that  we  had  ad¬ 
vanced  far  enough  for  this  purpofe,  we  again 
fteered  north  ;  on  the  2  2d,  in  the  morning, 
we  got  fight  of  the  weft  point  of  Java  at 
nine  o’clock,  p.m.  we  lucceeded  in  gaining-* 
the  paflage  between  Java-  and  Prince’s, 
Ifland,  and  at  ten  we  anchored  clofe  to  New 
Hland. 

On  the  evening  of  the  enfuing  day,  we 
reached  the  fecond,  and,  on  the  day  after, 
the  third  point  of  Java.  On  the  25th  we- 
dropped  anchor,  at  night,  clofe  to  the  point 
of  Bantam ,  whence  we  fet  fail  the  next  day 
at  noon  ;  and  on  the  28th  of  Odtober,  we 
anchored,  at  four  o’clock,  p.m.  in  the  road  of 
Batavia,  •whence  {even  {hips  had  failed  the 
lame  morning  for  Holland,  being  the  firft 
divifion  of  the  return-fleet. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

departure  from  Batavia  for  Samarang. — Pajs 
the  Reef  of  Separy. — Of  Cheribon. — Mount 
Tagal. — The  Two  Brothers. — Anchorage  in  the 
Road  of  Samarang.— D. regions  for  Jailing 
along  the  Coaft.— Account  of  the  Government  at 
Samarang. — Diftimtion  between  the  Soesoe- 
hoenam  and  Manko  .Boeni.  —  The  latter 
Jupported  by, the  Company.— The  Empire  of  Java 
parcelled  out.— The  Seacoaft  ceded  to  the  Com- 
„  pany. — They  makethemfelvesMaftersofBALAU- 
bouang.' — Soera  Carta,  the  Capital  of  the 

SoESOEHOENAM. - D’JoKJE  CARTA,  that  of 

the  Sultan . — Short  Account  of  the  Refidencies  of 
Oelopampang. —  Sour  aba  y  a.  —  Grisse. — . 
$  amanap. — Rembang.— Joana.  Japara. 
— Samarang. — Pacalonoa.— ' Tagal. — Re- 
fidents  at  the  Courts  of  the  two  JavaneJe  Emperors. 
— • Eftablijkmeni ,  Revenues,  &e,  of  this  Govern¬ 
ment. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  October 
I  informed  the  governor  general,  Van  der 
Parra,  of  my  arrival,  and  learnt  that  my 
fhip  was  appointed  to  fail  to  Amboyna. 

A  few 


A  few  days  afterwards,-it  was  determined 
,  that  the  voyage  thither  fhould  be  made  by 
way  of  Macajfer ,  in  order  to  fetc£  Mr. 
Bernard  van  Peeursn,  the  fecond  of 
that  fettlement,  who  was  defied  governor 
of  Amhoyna ,  and  to  carry  him  to  his  new 
appointment. 

The  fhip  being  made  ready  for  this 
voyage,  I  received  my  difpatches,  on  the 
2d  of  December,  from  the  governor  gene¬ 
ral,  with  orders,  to  fet  fail  the  next  day  for 
Samar ang,  where  I  was  to  receive  directions 
at  what  -factories  in  Java  I  was  to  touch,  in, 
order  to  take  in^rny  cargo. 

We  had  on^  board,  fixty-five  European 
tailors,  twenty- five  lafcars,  fifty- one  fbldiers 
for  the  fettlement  at  Macajfer ,  and  nine 
paffengers  ;  namely,  the  bookkeeper,  War¬ 
ner,  his  wife  and  two  children,  for  Samar ang', 
Enfign  Boudon,  his  wife  and  fon,  for  Ma- 
cafer  i  and  Enfign  Fetter,  with  Kramer, 
a  matrofs,  for  Amhoyna, 

We  failed  on  the  3d  of  December,  at 
nine  o’clock,  a.m.  from  the  road  of  Bata¬ 
via ,  fleeting  firfl  for  the  ifland  Edam,  af¬ 
terwards  \fpr  the  point  of  Carawatig,  and 
thence,  in/  eighteen  and  twenty  fathoms 
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water,  in  order  to  pafs  the  reef  of  Sectary, 
at  a  tolerable  diftance. 

Haying  weathered  the '  reef  about  five 
o’clock,  we  fleered  towards  thefhore,  in  order 
to  get'  into  more  fhoaly  water ;  and  at  ten, 
p.M.  we  came  to  an  anchor,  in  ten  fathoms, 
as  I  did  not  judge  it  prudent  to  attempt 
pafling,  during  the  night,  the  rock  which  lies 
three,  or  three  and  a  half,  leagues  from  the 
•point  of  Pamawekan ,  and  on  which’  the 
Cajile  of  Woer den  was  wrecked. 

In  the  night,  and  on  the  following  day, 
"it  blew  hard  from  w.n.w.  with  a  high  lea, 
by  which  the  Ihip  ftrainecL  very  much,  as 
/he  rode  at  anchor,  fo  that  vfc  faw  no  chance 
of  weighing  our  anchor ;  while,  in -the  mean 
time,  it  was  dangerous  to  lie  here,  if  the 
wind  veered  to  the  northward,,  which  would 
alfo  have  much  delayed  the  profecutioti  of 
our  voyage.  We  accordingly  determined 
upon  cutting  the  cable,  which  we  did,  and 
fet  fail,  fleering,  about  ten  o’clock,  a.m. 
for  the  point  of  Indramaye and  afterwards 
along  the  reef  of  Cheribon,  till  ha vjng  pair¬ 
ed  it,  we  fleered  eaft,  during  the  lyfght. 

On  the  following  day  we  difaCrned  little 
of  the  land,  on  account  of  the  hdLy  weather, 
J  except 


except  Mount  Tagal,  which  is  a  volcano, 
but  of  which  we  faw  nothing,  as  it  was 
covered  with  thick  clouds,  from  its  flimmit, 
halfway  down. 

The  next  day,  the  6th  of  December,  at 
daybreak,  w  e  got  'fight  of  two  hills,  clofely 
yefembling  each  other,  and  called  the  Two 
Brothers ;  and  a  little  more  to  the  eaftward 
the  hill  of  Samar ang,  which  is  fomewhat 
larger  and  .higher  j  which  are  the  landmarks, 
by  which  the  chief  fettlement  of  this  go¬ 
vernment  is  diffcinguifhed,  We  anchored  in 
the  road  of  S&narang,  at  eight  o’clock  ii> 
the  evening,  and  I  went  on  fhore  the  next 
day,  to  deliver  Ihe  Company’s  papers  to  Mr. 
Robert  van  der  Burg,  the  governor,  and 
to  receive  further  orders, 

Refpecling  the  navigation  from'  Batavia 
to  Samarang,  the  following  directions  may  be 
of  fervice, 

On  leaving  the  road  of  Batavia ,  fleer  for 
the  illand  of  Edam  ;  then  between  that  and 
the  illand  Leyden,  or  elfe  between  Leyden 
and  En&huizen ;  and  afterwards  round  Point 
Carawank,  and  fo  far  from  the  Chore,  to 
have  enough  to  pafs  the  reef  which 

y^ns  out  f/jorsi  Sedary ;  the  lead  is  in  this 
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relpefl  the  beft  guide,  flnce  you  muft  not 
fuffer  it  to  Ihoal  more  than  ten  fathoms,  till 
•this  reef  be  paffed,  of  which  you  may  be? 
certain,  in  the  daytime,  when  the  high 
trees  of  Sedary,  which  are  a  few  Angle 
.trees,  eafily  to  be  diftinguifh.ed  on  account 
of  their  height,  bear  s.s.w.  and  in  the  night, 
fleering  to  the  eaft,  in  twelve  fathoms  water, 
it  deepens  when  you  are  paft  the  reef ;  upon 
which  fleer  more  foutherly, ,  keeping  how- 
-ever  your  depth,  into  the  bight  of  Pama~ 
noekan ,  till  the  water  fhoals  to  ten  and  nine 
cfathoms,  when  you  muft  ffeer  again  more 
eaft,  in  order  not  to  approach  too  near  the 
ihore  of  Jama;  you  may  fe  fure  you * will 
then  run  clear  of  the  rock,  .upon  which  the 
CaJUe  of  Woerden  was  loft,  although  there 
is  fixteen  fathoms  water  clofe  to  it :  but  the 
fafeft  is  to  anchor  here,  during  the  night. 
Having  doubled  the  point  of  Pamanoekany 
fleer  for  that  of  Indr ay may e;  in  ten,  eleven, 
twelve,  ,and  thirteen,  fathoms  water  ;  upon 
approaching  the  Iaft,  be  fure  to  keep  in 
thole  depths,  to  avoid  falling  upon  J:he  reef 
of  Chertbm,  which  having  paflcd(  fleer  as 
much  to  the  fouthward  of  eaft,  jh  to  retain 
nineteen  or  twenty  fathoms  d<f>th ;  or  in 


tiie  daytime,  keeping  within  fight  of  the 
ihore,  till  you  begin  to  near  Pamalang, 
when  you  mull  freer  fo  far  off  fhore  as  to 
double  the  rock  which  l!bs  n.e.  by  n.  from 
that  place:  you  will  then,  come  in  fight  of 
the  hills  of  Tagal,  Samar ang,  and  the  Two 
Brothers  ;  when  the  laft  bear  due  fouth, 
{leer  for  the  fhor.e,  and  afterwards  along  it, 
till  the  enfign’s.  fraff  of  Samar ang  bears' 
s.s.e.  and  let  drop  your  anchor,  in  five,  or 
four  and  a  half,  fathoms.  Ail  along  the 
north  eoaff  of  Java,  the  bottom  is  a  foft 
clay,.  ■  ■  ■  |  ■  - 

'  This  government,  which  is  one  of  the 
mofl  lucrative  for  the  Company’s  fervants 
which  they  have,  was  twenty  years  ago  only 
a  commandery ;  but  it  was  changed  into  a 
government,  upon  the  confiderable  acqui- 
fition  of  territory  made  by  the  Company, 
along  the  feacoafr,  by  cefiion  to  them  by  the 
SOESOEHOENAM,  at  the  eonclufion  of  peace, 
during  the  government  of  Mr.  Harting, 
who  terminated  the  war  of  Java,  in  which 


the  empire  was  fplit  into  two  parts,  one  re-? 
mainirV  under  the  soesoehoenam,  and  the 
other  booming  fubjedl  to  the  prefect  reigns 
ing  fultaj,  Makeo  Boeni. 


I  4 


It 
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It* is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the 
Company  that  this  eftablifhment  be  well 
governed,  on  aceount  of  the  immediate  re¬ 
lation  which  it  hdS  to  the  two  abovemen- 
tioned  Javanefe  princes,  who  nourilh  the 
moll:  implacable  enmity  towards  each  other. 
The  Company  would  not  wi£h  to  fee  a  ter¬ 
mination  of  their  mutual  hatred,  for  as 
long  as  it  remains  in  force,  they  retain  the 
fecure  poffeffion  of  their  acquifitions  along 
the  feacoaft ;  and  though  not  nominally, 
they  are  always,  in  reality,  likewife  mas¬ 
ters  of  the  inner  parts ;  for,|upon  uniting 
with  either  of  thefe  two  pri/ces,  they  can 
make  the  balance  lean  fo  imjjch  againit  the 
other,  that  they  .are  both  con /trained  to  re¬ 
main  quiet.  ♦ 

This  was,  in  fa£t,  their  object,  in  fo¬ 
menting  the  diflention  which  arofe  be¬ 
tween  the  soesoehoenam  and.  Manko 
Boeni,  and  whence  the  war  of  Java  had 
its  origin. 

•  The  laft-named,  a  prince  of  the  imperial 
family,  and  a  defcendant  of  the  former 
soesoehoenam,  wanted  to  have/ as  an 
.appanage,  a  certain  territory,  the  Province 
Mataram ,  which  had  already  beejf^  allotted 

) ; » 


to.  the. hereditary  prince  Masseyd,  ion  of 

the  SOESOEHOENAM.  .  % 

This  Masse  yd  was- of  a  fhort  .  feature, 
and  an  excellent  difpofition ;  he  gloried  in 
the  circumftance  that  he'  had  never  killed 
an  European,  except  in  battle.  Manko 
Boeni,  on  the  contrary,  and  his  fon  and 
heir  apparent,  more  than  once,  cauled  the 
captive  Europeans  to  be  pounded  in  their 
rice-blocks  ;  or  he  cut  off  their  genitals,  and 
forced  them  into  their  mouths.  The  laft- 
mentiorred,  in  particular,  fhewed  himfelf  an 
implacable  e^emy  of  all  Europeans;  anjl 
being  of  a  m  cruel  and  bloodthirfty  tem¬ 
per,  the  Company  will  probably  not  remain 
long  unmolefled,  if  he  ever  come  into 
^jower,  provided  the  fear  of  the  soesoe- 
hoen  am  do  not  prevent  him  from  attack¬ 
ing  them. 

As  Mataram  Was  an  extenfive  and  wealthy 
diftridt,  which  the  Company  did  not  with 
to  fee  remain  under  the  power  of  the  soe- 
Soehoenam,  they  clandeftinely  encouraged 
Manko  Boeni  to  require  it  at  the  hands  of 
the  soE^pEHOENAM.  The  Company  did  this, 

.  agreeablVto  their  adopted  fy idem,  of  weak¬ 
ening  th$.  empire  as  much  as  poflible,  in 
t  order 


order  to  preferve  their  poffefiions  in  Java 
%ith  greater  eafe  ;  and  they  fecretly  pro- 
mifed  Manko  Boeni  to  maintain  him  in 
his  pretenfions.  ■■ 

Immediately  hereupon  he  left  the  court, 
and  retired  to  his  domains,  where  he  d'i- 
redtly  rofe  in  arms  againft  the  emperor,  and 
began  a  civil  war. 

The  Company,  in  order  to  fave  appear¬ 
ances,  and  to  render  their  coududl  more  de- 
fenfible,  than  if  they  had  'openly  efpoufed 
the  part  of  Manko  Boeni,  offered  them- 
felves  as  mediators  between  thefe  two 
princes,  forefeeing  that  the  scjksor.HOENAM, 
who  relied  upon  the  fuperiority  of  his  power, 
far  from  being  conceding,  or  placable,  would 
reject  all  overtures  of  peace,  and  profecuting 
the  war  with  vigour,  would;  endeavour  en¬ 
tirely  to  fubdue  his  opponent. 

Exaftly  as  they  forefaw,  the  emperor  re¬ 
ceded  all  offers  of  conciliation,  and  entered 
eagerly  into  a  war  which  was  to  end  in  his 
difcomfiture  and  difgraee. .  • 

There  was  now  the  mod  urgent  neceflity 
for  the  Company  to  efpoufe,  in  ea/ieft,  the 
quarrel  of  Manko  Boeni,  partly  in  order 
to  perfevere  in  their  propofed  rnle'cn,  and 
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partly  to  fecure  themfllves  from  the  ill 
will  which  would  infallibly,  and  not  un- 
reafonably,  be  entertained  againft^them  by 
the  soesoehoenam,  as  he  foon  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  manoeuvres  they  had  put 
in  pradtice,  to  kindle  thofe  flames  of  difcord* 
And  if  Manko  Boeni  were .  fubdued,  the 
power  of  the  soesoehoenam  would  there¬ 
by  be  fo  much  augmented,  that  the  Com¬ 
pany  would,  in  all  probability,  have  flood  in 
need  of  the  exertion  of  all  their  power,  to 
Band  againft  his  attack. 

Fortune  favoured  their  arms  5  and  though 
incalculable  fums  were  expended  in  the  con- 
teft,  they  attained  their  objedl — the  divifiou 
jind  feparation  of  the  empire. 

A  confiderable  part  of  the  provinces  of  the 
empire  of  Java,  among  which  Mataram 
was  one  of  the  principal,  was  given  to 
Manko  Boeni,  under  the  title  of  Sultan  $ 
the  whole  of  the  northeaft  coaft  of  the  iflaud 
was  ceded  to  the  Company,  upon  condition 
of  their  paying  a  yearly  acknowledgement 
of  Wventy  thoufand  rixdollars  *  to  the 
soesoehoenam,  who  retained  pofleffion  of 
the  remainder  under  his  former  title. 


[  1 

'jfhe  jurifdiCfion  of  this  government  was 
further  extended  by  the  conqueft  of  the  land 
of  Balamhouang >  fituated  at  the  moft  eaftern 
.extremity  of  Java. 

This  province,  the  productions  of  which 
can  never  yield  the  Company  a  fufficientcom- 
penfation  for  the  blood  and  treafures  which 
it  cof?s,  would  doubtlefs  have  never  become 
an  objeCt  .of  their  ambition,  if  the  cupidity 
of  one  of  their  fep  vapts  had  mot  excited  in 
them  the  defire  of  poffeffmg  lit.  Setting  no 
limits 'tp  his  luft  of  wealth,,  he  rather,  as 
ordinary  methods  could  not  forfeit  his  ra¬ 
pacity,  put  the  iiiterefl  of  his  Employers  to 
the  hazard,  than  to  fufifer  his  baiindjefs  thirfl: 
of  gold  to  remain  unfatisfied. 

The  plaufibje  pretext  by  which  the  go-X 
vernment  in  India,  and  afterwards  the  di- 
•  reClion  in  Holland,  were  inftigated  to  dif- 
turb  the  tranquillity  of  this  country,  which  . 
they  had,  for  fo  many  years,  looked  upon 
with  fo  much  indifference,  was  the  repre- 
fentation,  that  there  was  reai'on  to  fear  that 
the  Englifh  wanted  to.  take  poirehionprf  it  ^ 
nay,  that  an  expedition  for  that  purprffe  was 
already  fet  on  foot,  and  was  expected,  op 

had 
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had  arrived,  at  the  Straits  of  Bait-,  that  they 
had  probably  already  landed,  and  would  in 
confequence  eftablifh  themfelves  i retime,  on 
the  ifland.  There  was  fome  truth  in  this  re¬ 
port,  but  the  Company  would,  in  all  likeli¬ 
hood,  never  have  begun  that  ruinous  war, 
had  it  not  been  for  thefe  interefted  mitiga¬ 
tions  ;  for  their  competitors  would  not  have 
found  it  an  ealy  matter  to  eftablifh  their 
trade  here,  not^ithftandin g  this  was  fo  much 
infilled  on  at  mmarang. 

In  this  manner  was  this  empire,  formerly, 
fo  redoubtabl^7  fplit  into  three  parts ;  and.it 
has  thereby,  not  only  become  a  lefs  dan¬ 
gerous  neighbour  to  the  Company,  but  is 
likewife  entirely  under  their  controul,  by 
^ineans  of  their  holding  the  balance  be¬ 
tween  the  two  abovementioned  potentates. 
Even  the  prince  who  has  the  greateft  right 
to  the  throne  is  not  appointed  heir  to  the 
•crown,  without  the  confent'  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  ;  and  the  nomination  of  the  prime 
minifters  of  both  the  princes  is  likewife 
made  by  the  Company. 

Th^capital  city  of  the  soesoehqenam 
is  SoerACarta ,  commonly  called  Jolo,  and 

is 
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is  fituated  about  two  days’  journey  inland, 
foutheaft  from  Saramang. 

That  of  the  fultan  has  the  name  of  - 
jyjokje  Carta,  and  lies  five  days’  journey 
ibuthweft  from  Samarang,  at  the  fouth  fide 
of  Java ,  in  the  province  of  Mataram  *. 

To  the  government  of  Java's  Northeajl 
Coaji,  the  feat  of  which  is  at  Samarang,  belong 
all  the  faftories,  commonly  called  refidencies, 
which  the  Company  poffef£  from  Oelopam - 
fang ,  as  far  as  the  province  of  Cheribon ; 
which  lad,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Bantam , 
is,  under  the  immediate  admiilifiration  of  the 
government  at  Batavia. 

The  feacoaft,  thus  ceded  to  the  Company, 
and  belonging  to  the  government  of  Sama~ 
rang,  extends  from  Oelopamfang  to  ^agatjg^ 
full  one  hundred  German  miles  in  length : 
the  breadth  inland  is  various,  running  farther 

*  The  refting-places,  or  ftages,  on  the  road  from  Samara wj 
to  D’Jobje  Carta,  are; 

from  Saramang  to  Onara  $  (Dutch)  miles, 

front  Onara  to  Jambou  7  ditto, 

from  Jambou  to  Sombou.  ,  7  ditto, 

from  •Sornbau  to  Smrigenmt  6  ditto. 


and  from  Surrigenent  to  D'Joije  Carta  9  ditto.  S.j 


into 
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into  the  country  at  one  place  than  at  an¬ 
other  *.  It  is  divided  into  nine  residencies* 
Oelopampang 


*  As  Captain  Bltgh,  on  his  return  from  the  South  Sea,  in 
September, '  x  789,  failed  along  this  cbaft  in  a  fmall  fchooner 
which  he  had  purchafed  at  Timor,  and  has  given  us  fome  par¬ 
ticulars  refpedting  the  fettlements  he  touched  at,  the  additional 
information  which  his  account  of  them  contains,  may  not  be 
unacceptable ;  we,  accordingly,  extract  the  following  par¬ 
ticulars  from  his  journal. 

“  Sunday  the  6th.  Jp  the  afternoon,  we  faw  the  high  land 
“  -of  Cape  San dana,  w-Tich  is  the  northeaft  part  of  Java.  The 
“  next  dayj  we  were  djff  the  Cape,  which  is  a  low  point,  pro- 
“  jecling  from  the  highland.  It  is  placed  by  the  Dutch  maps 
*  in  70  Cfi  fouth;  but,  according  to  my  obfervation,  and  our 
“  eflimated  diftance  from  the  land,  I  make  it  in  70  46'. 

“  We  fleered  to  the  weftward,  along  the  coafl  of  Java, 
“  "and  on  the  iotb,  at  noon,  we  anchored  off  P ajjimrnvang,  in 
“  two  fathoms,  diflant  from  the  fhore  half  a  league;  the  en. 


■trance  of  the  river  bearing  s.w.  1 
fhoal,  that  large  fhips  are  obliged 
miles  from  the  land.  As  foon  as  v, 


:  coaft  hereabouts  is  fo 
anchor  three  or  four 
were  at-anchor,  I  got 


in  my  boat,  and  went  on  fhore.  The  banks  of  the  river. 


“  near  the  entrance,  were  mud,  on  which  grew  a  few  man- 
“  grove-bufhes,'  Among  them,  we  faw  hogs  running,  and 
“  many  were  lying  dead  in  the  mud,  which  caufed  a  moil 
“  intolerable  flench,  and  made  me  'heartily  repent  having 


“  come  here;  but  proceeding  about  a  mile  up  the  river,  the 
“  the  courfe  of  which  was  ferpentine,  we  found  a  very 
“  pleafartf  country,  and  landed  at  a  fmall  and  well-con- 
“  flrudtecnfort.  The  houfes  at  PaJJburwang  are  neatly  built, 
“  and  the  \ountry  appears  tb  be  well  cultivated.  The  pro- 
“  duce  of  this  fettlement  is  rice,  of  which  they  export  large; 
“  quantities.  There  are  but  few  Dutch  here ;  the  Javanefe 
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Oelopampang  is  the  firfl,  beginning  from 
the  eail.  This  fettlement  was  only  efta- 
blifhed 

“  arc  numerous,  and  their  chief  lives  with  confiderable  fplen- 
“  dour.  They  have  good  roads,  and  polls  are  eftabliflhed. 

“  along  the  coaft;  and  it  appears  to  be  a  bufy  and  well-regu« 

“  lated  fettlement.  Latitude  70  36'  fonth. 

“  The  next  day,  about  noon,  we  failed ;  and  on  the 
**  isth  in  the  evening,  anchored  in  Sourabaya- road,  in  feven 
“  fathoms :  the  flagftaff  bearing  s  -Jw.  diftance  from  the  fhore 
“  one  mile.  We  found  riding  here /even  fquare-rigged,  and 
federal  fmaller  veflels.  Sourabaya  is  otp:  of  the  moll  pleafant 
“  places  I  ever  faw.  It  is  fituated  op  the  banks  of  a  river, 

“  and  is  a  mile  and  a  half  diilant  fiomfthe  fea-fliore,  fo  that 
only  the  flagftaff  can  be  feen  from  the\oad.  The  river  is 
“  navigable  up  to  the  town  for  veflels  of  100  tons  burthen, 

**  and  the  bank  on  one  fide  is  made  convenient  for  tracking. 

“  The  Chinefc  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  here,  and  have 
“  a  town  on  the  fide  of  the  river  oppofite  to  Sourabaya.  The 
“  country  near  the  town  is  fiat,  and  the  foil  light,  fo  that  tiny, 

“  plough  with  a  fingle  bullock,  or  buffalo.  Our  latitude  ob-  "'•■fe- 
“  ferved  in  Sourabaya  road,  was  7P  t  v  foutk. 

“  On  the  17th,  we  failed  from  Sourabaya.  At  noon,  we 
“  anchored  at  Grijfee,  which  is  a  town,  with  a  fmall  fort, 

“  belonging  to  the  Dutch.  We  remained  here  about  two 
“  hours.  Latitude  of  Grijfee  70  9'  fouth. 

“  The  navigation  through  the  Straits  of  Madura  is  fo  intricate, 

*'  that  with  the ,  little  opportunity  I  had,  I  am  unable  to  un~ 

“  dertake  a  description  of  it.  The  next  day,  September  the 
M  i8ih,  having  palled  the  ftraits,  we  bore  away  toz-the  weft- 
“  ward,  along  the  coait  of  Java,  We'  had  regular  foundings 
4c  all  the  way  to  Samar  ang,  off  which  place  we ‘anchored  on 
*’  the  aid,  in  the  afternoon ;  the  church  bearing  s.k.  diftance 
“  from  the  fhore  half  a  league,  depth  of  water  two  fathoms. 

“  Th? 
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blifhed  after  the  war  of  Balambouang,  and  is 
under  the  direction  of  a  junior  merchant. 
•  It  is  expected  that  it  will  yield  a  cqnfider- 
.  able  quantity  of  rice,  but  it  has  not  hitherto 
been,  able  to  furnifh  any. 

Sourabaya  is  the  next ;  the  chief  of  which 
has,  at  prelent, 'the  rank  of  fenior  merchant, 
and  the  title  of  commander  of  the  eaftern 
•  diftrith  It  moftly  yields  rice.  . 

Upon  this  follgWs  Grijfee,  where  the  re- 
fident  has  the  rank  of  merchant,  and  the 
chief  produce  ofivhich  is  alfo  rice. 

Samanap,  iituate  on  the  ifland  of  Madura 
is  the  refidence  of  a  junior  merchant.  It 
yields  no  article  of  trade  that  I  know  of, 

“  TffS  Ihoalnefs  of  the  coaft  here,  makes  the  road  of  Santa- 

rang  very  inconvenient,  both  on  account  of  the  great  dif- 
“  tance  which  large  (hips  (of  which  there  were  feveral  in  the 
le  foad)  are  obliged  to  lie  from  the  fliore,  and  of  the  landing, 
“  which  is  in  a  river,  that  cannot  be  entered  before  half- flood. 
tc  This  river  refembles  the  one  at  PaJJourwang,  the  Chores  being 
“  low,  with  offenfive  dead  animals  lying  about  them.  Sama* 
H  rang  is  furrounded  by  a  wall  and  ditch.  Here  is  a  very  good 
«  hofpital,  and  a  public  fchool,  chiefly  for  teaching  the  mathe- 
«£  matics.  They  have  likewife  a  theatre.  Provifions  are  re-' 
i£  markably^cheap  here,  beef  being  at  ten  doits  per  pound, 
<£  and  the  pkce  of  a  fowl  twelve  doits.  The  latitude  of 
“  Samarang  is  fouth. 

“  On  the  a6th,  we  failed  from  Samarang ,  and  on  the  ill  ,of 
“  0<£lober,  we  anchored  in  Bat  aria-road.”  ST. 

yoL,  ii.  k,  and 
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and  ferves  only  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over' 
the  iflaud  in  which  it  lies. 

Then  follows  Rembang ,  where  formerly  a 
junior  merchant  was  Rationed,  but  the  chief 
has  now  the  rank  of  merchant.  It  yields 
fait  and  timber,  and  is  the  place  where  the 
fmall  veftels  of  the  Company  are  built 
■  At  a  little  diftance  from  Rembang  lies 
Joana ,  which  is  under  tjie  controul  of  a 
junior  merchant.  It  yield's  rice  and  timber, 
iikewife  a  little  indigo  and  potton-yarn. 

Then  comes  Japara,  wjkere  the  refident 
"has  the  rank  of  merchant.  Its  productions 
are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  Joana. 

The  next  is  Samar ang,  the  refidence  of 
the  governor  of  Java,  for  the  Company. 
The  chief  produce  of  its  diftrift  is  rice  arid^ 
cotton-yarn. 

Farther  on  is  Pacalonga ,  governed  by  a 
junior  merchant,  and  yielding  fugar  and 
rice. 

•AndjTaftly,  the  mod;  to  the  weft  ward, 
<Taga!i  where  a  merchant  is  the  refident, 
which  produces  rice.  ~ 

Befides  the  refidents  at  thefe  p|kces  along 

*  A  fliip  of  500  tons,  and  three  or  four  ftnaller  veffels,  are  . 
annually  built  here  for  the  fevvice  of  the  Company.  ST. 

the 
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the  coaft,  thofe  at  the  courts  of  the  soesoe- 
hoenam,  and  the  fifttan,  are  alf6  fiibordi- 
nate  to  this  government.  There  are  two 
at  each,  the  firft  having  rank  of  fenior  mer¬ 
chant,  and  the  fecond  that  of  merchant ; 
with  the  difference,  however,  that  at  Soera 
Carta  the  firft  is  a  captain  in  the  military, 
while  at  D’Jokje  Carta ,  they  are  both  be¬ 
longing  to  the  corps  of  pennijis. 

The  Company  matntian  a  body  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in  the  fervice  of 
each  of  thefe  pripces,  nominally  as  a  body¬ 
guard  in  honour  of  them;  but  this  number* 
was  not  complete  when  I  was  at  Samarangy 
there  being  a  great  want  of  men  in  this 
government  *. 

Both 

*  The  whole  eftabliihment  of  the  Company,  in  the  govern' 
tnent  of  Java’s  Nortbeaft  Cwft,  confifted,  in  1776-1777,  of 
a34  perfons  in  civil,  and  13  in  ecclefiaftical,  employments  ; 
35  furgeons  and  afliftants,  109  belonging  to  the  artillery,  268 
feamen  and  marines  employed  on  Store,  1,356  foldiers,  and 
30  mechanics  %  in  all  2,045  Europeans.  The  gov«nor  has  % 
Very  lucrative  office;  it  is  eftimated  to  yield  from  So  to  1 00,000 
rixdoilars,  or  nearly  20,000/.  fterling  annually.  He  is,  there¬ 
fore,  generally  fuperfeded  in  two  or  three  years,  and  mull,  in 
his  turn,  make  room  for  a  more  unfledged  fucceflor,  that  each 
may  have  his  due  {hare  of  the  good  things  of  the  land.  The: 
greateft  part  of  this  immenfe  revenue  accrues  from  the  trade 
vhich  the  governor  is  enabled  to  carry  on.  His  oftenfible 
k  %  emoluments. 
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each  child  is  not  very  brilliant,  and  fome 
of  them  are  merely  common  regents  at 
different  places  :  thus  I  met  with  one,  at  the 
refidency  of  Joana ,  who  was  tommagcng ,  or 
regent,  of  the  province  of  Patti,  and  at 
the  fame  time  uncle  of  the  reigning  soe- 
SOEHOENAM. 
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Both  thefe  Javanese  princes  have  a  num¬ 
ber  of  children,  by  means  of  the  many  con¬ 
cubines  they  take,  fo  that  the  portion  of 

emoluments,  befides  his  falary,  confift  in  -?-5  of  an  allowance  of 
five  per  cent,  which  is  granted  to  the  Company’s  fervants ;  the 
reft  being  diftributecl  in  various  proportions  to  the  inferior 
officers,  on  all  the  import  and  export  duties,  and  other  terri¬ 
torial  fources  of  revenue  of  the  Company,  and  in  a  yearly 
contribution  levied  from  the  ftrand-regents,  as  they  are  call¬ 
ed,  or  native  magiftrates  of  the  feveral  diftri&s,  amounting  to- ' 
gether  to.  1,713  Spanifh  dollars.  'Befides  the  articles  men¬ 
tioned  by  our  author,  a  large  quantity  of  lentils,  called  here 
cadjang,  which  are  much  ufed  for  the  confumption  of  the 
common  people,  withfome  cardemon  (the  amentum  com fa flunt) , 
, ginger  (amomttm  zinatfer),  and  turmeric,  are  exported  fioni 
this  colhny.  They  are  moftly  employed  in  the  country- trade. 
Part,  however,  of  its  produce  comes  to  Europe.  In  1778, 
the  following  goods,  brought  from  Juva'i  Kortbea/l  Coaftt  were 
fold  in  Holland,  viz. 

so, ooolb.  of  indigo,  at  /.6  (m.  fterling)  per  lb.  which 
flood  the  Company  in/.  1  to  (as.  qd).  ■ 

50,000 lb.  of  turmeric. 

'  and  65,000/i.  of  cotton-yarn. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  colony  takes  a  large  quantity  of 
opium  (to  the  amount  of f.  1,5 00, 000,  or  about  136000/. 
fterling,  annually),  filk  clothes,  India  piece-goods,  and  Euro¬ 
pean  manufactures,  on  all  which  large  profits  accrue  both  to 
the  Company  and  to  their  fervants.  The  ftatements  of  Go¬ 
vernor  Mosseiv,  make  the  yearly  receipts  of  the  Company 
here  amount  to /.400.000,  and  the  charges  to  /. 380,000;  but, 
in  1779,  the  former  were /436, 874,  and  (fie  latter  only 
/.28i,873,  fliewmg  a  favourable  balance  of* /155,0c  1,  or 
about  14,000/.  fterling,  which  makes  a  handfome  appearance, 
if  we  confider  the  heavy  eftabliffiment.  T, 


each 


CHAPTER  V. 


Combats  of  Wild  Bsafts  among  the  Javanefe. — Of 
tigers  with  Buffaloes. — Of  Criminals  with  Tigers. 
— The  Company  appoint  Sncceffors  to  the  Princes 
5  of  Java, — Likewife  their  Prime  Minifiers. — 

,  Tommagongs,  or  native  Regents. — Prices  paid  for  ■ 
the  Rice. — Account  of  the  Depatti  o/Samarakg, 
-—Entertainment  at  the  Governor's  Hotfe. — The 
River  of  Samarang. — Tides. — -Fortifications. — 
Chinefe  Temple.— War  ehoufes  and  Workjhops. — 
Guardhoufe.—Governmenthoufe. — Suburbs. — Gar- 
rifon.  — ■  Departure  for  Japara.  —  View  of 
Fisher’s  IJland. — Anchorage  at  Japara. — Ac¬ 
count  of  that  Settlement.— The  Fort ,  Houfe  <of  the 
Ref  lent,  iAc.  —  Old  Japara — Ancient  Java¬ 
nefe  Tombs. — Old  Moorifh  Temple.— Char  after  of 
the  prefent  Refident. 

TaHE  moil  ‘favourite  diverfions  of  the 
Javanefe  emperors,  are  combats  between 
wild  beafts. 

When  a  tiger  and  a  buffalo  a tp  to  fight 
together  for  the  amufement  of  the  court, 
they  are  both  brought  upon  the  field  of 
combat  in  large  cages.  The  field  is  fur^ 
rounded 
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rounded  by  a  body  of  Javanefe,  four  deep, 
with  levelled  pikes,  in  order  that  if  the 
creatures  endeavour  to  break  through,  they 
may  be  killed  immediately ;  this,  however, 
is  not  fo  eafily  effected,  but  many  of  thefe 
poor  wretches  are  torn  in  pieces,  or  dread¬ 
fully  wounded,  by  the  enraged  animals. 

When  every  thing  is  in  readinefs,  the 
cage  of  the  buffalo  is  firft  opened  at  the  top, 
and  his  back  is  rubbed  with  certain  leaves, 
which  have  the  lingular  quality  of  occafion- 
ing  an  intolerable  degree  of  pain,  and  which', 
from  the  ufe  they  are  applied  to,  have  been 
called  buffalo -leaves*  by  our  people.  The 
door  of  the  cage  is  then  opened,  and  the 
animal  leaps  out,  raging  with  pain,  and 
roaring  moft  dreadfully. 

The  cage  of  the  tiger  is  then  likewife 
opened,  and ‘fire  is  thrown  into  it,  to  make 
the  bead  quit  it,  which  he  does  generally 
running  backwards  out  of  it. 

*  By  the  Javanefe  they  are  called  iamadu.  They  liing 
like  nettles,  but  much  more  violently,  and  even  fo  as  to  caufe 
an  inflammation  in  the  fkln.  On  every  vein  they  have  (harp* 
pointed  prickles,  which  are  tranfparent,  and  contain  a  fluid 
that  occafions  the  irritation.  Dr.  Thcwbesg  lays,  it  is  a 
fpecies  of  nettle,  before  unknown,  to  which  he  gave  the  name 
of  Krttca  Jiimulans.  T. 

(  k  4  .  As 
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As  fbon  as  the  tiger  perceives  the  buffalo, 
he  fprings  upon  him ;  his  huge  opponent 
ftands  expedtipg  him,  with  his  horns  upon 
the  ground,  to  catch  him.  upon  them,  and 
throw  him  in  the  air  :  if  the  buffalo  fucceed 
in  this,  and  the  tiger  recovers  from  his  fall, 
he  generally  lofes  every  wifh  of  renewing 
the  combat :  and  if  the  tiger,  avoid  this  firft 
attempt  of  the  buffalo,  he  fprings  upon  him, 
and  feizing  him  in  the  neck,  or  other  parts, 
tears  his  flefh  from  his  bones :  in  mofl  cafes, 
however,  the  buffalo  has  the  better. 

■„  The  Javanefe  who  muft  perform  the 
dangerous  office  of  making  thefe  animals 
quit  their  cages,  may  not,  when  they  have 
done,  notwithftanding  they  are  in  great 
danger  of  being  torn  in  pieces  by  the  en¬ 
raged  beafts,  leave  the  open  fpace,  before 
they  have  faluted  the  emperor  feveral  times, 
and  his  majefly  has  given  them  a  fignal  to 
depart ;  they  then  retire  {lowly,  for  they 
are  not  permitted  to  walk  faft,  to  the  circle, 
and  mix  with  the  other  Javanefe. 

-  The  emperors  fometimes  make  criminals 
condemned  to  death  fight  with  tigers.  In 
fuch  cafes,  the  man  is  rubbed  with  borri, 
or  turmeric,  and  has  a  yellow  piece  of  cloth 
■  '  put 
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put  round  him,  a  kris  is  then  given  to  him, 
and  he  is  concluded  to  the  field  of  combat. 

The  tiger,  who  has,  for  a  long  time,  been 
kept  falling,  falls  upon  the  man  with  the 
greateft  fury,  and  generally  flrikes  him  down 
at  once,  with  his  paw,  but  if  he  be  fortunate 
enough  to  avoid  this,  and  to  wound  the 
animal^  fo  that  it  quits  him,  the  emperor 
then  commands,  him  to  attack  the  tiger ; 
and  the  man  is  then  generally  the  vi&im ; 
and  even  if  he  ultimately  facceed  in  killing 
his  ferocious  antagonift,  he  mult  fufFer  death, 
by  the  command  of  the  emperor.  « 

An- officer  in  our  Company’s  fervice,  who 
had  long  been  ^rationed  at  the  courts  of  the 
Javanefe  emperors,  related  to  me,  that  he 
was  once  witnefs  to  a  moll  extraordinary 
occurrence  of  this  kind,  namely,  that  a 
Javanefe  who  had  been  condemned  to  be 
torn  in  pieces  by  tigers,  and,  for  that 
purpofe,  had  been  thrown  down,  from  the 
top,  into  a  large  cage,  in  .  which  fe  veral 
tigers  were  confined,  fortunately  fell  exadtly 
upon  the  largefl  and  fiercefl  of  them,  acrofs 
whofe  back  he  fat  allride,  without  the  animal 
doing  him  any  harm,  and  even,  on  the  con¬ 
trary. 
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tr&ry,  appearing  intimidated ;  while  the 
others  alfo,  awed  by  the  unufual  pofture  and 
appearance  which  he  made,  dared  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  deftroy  him  ;  he  could  not,  how¬ 
ever,  avoid  the  punifhmerit  of  death,  to 
which  he  had  been  condemned,  for  the  em¬ 
peror  commanded  him  to  be  fliot  dead  in  the 
cage.  .  ^ 

According  to  the  ftipulations  of  the  laft 
treaty,  the  Company  determine  which,  of  the 
ions  of  either  emperor  fhall  fucceed  his 
father,  who  is  then  nominated  heir  to  the 
■crown ;  they  equally  appoint  the  pangorang , 
or  prince,  who  has  the  adminiftration  of 
the  empire,  and  is  firft  warm ,  or  prime 
mmifter. 

The  Company’s  poffeffions  along  the 
coaft,  are  alfo  divided  into  regencies.  A 
Javanefe,  of  fome what  more  than  common 
birth,  is  appointed  regent  in  each,  by  the 
Company,  under  the  denomination  of  tom - 
magong,  to  whom  the  determination  of  dif- 
putes  of  fmall  moment,  among  his  fubordi- 
nate  Javanefe,  is  left ;  they  may  even  in- 
fU6:  corporal  panifhment,  but  not  death  ; 
crimes  which  require  the  'laft  being  only 
adjudicable 
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adjudicable  by  the  native  council  at  Santa- 
rang.  ,  '  ' 

They  muft  likewife  take  care  that  the 
Javanefe  inhabitants  deliver  the  produce  of 
their  land  to  the  Company,  or  rather  to 
themfelves,  in  order  to  convey  it  afterwards 
to  the  feveral  refidencies,  or  fadtories. 

.  A  certain  contingent,  or  affeffment,  of 
produce,  is  laid  upon  each  of  thefe  regents, 
which  they  muft  be  attentive  to  furniih 
punctually,  or  they  run  a  rifk  of  being  dif- 
miffed. 

The  Company  pay  a  fixed  price  for  every 
article.  That  of  the  rice  is  ten  rixdollars, 
or  twenty-four  gilders,  for  every  coyang  of 
3,400  pounds  weight* ;  but  when  the  har- 
vefl:  fails,  they  fometimes  pay  five  rixdollars 
more ;  or  when  the  wants  are  very  large,  as 
in  the  year  1773*  when  the  fcarcity  of  this 
grain  at  Batavia ,  occasioned  by  a  certain 
occurrence  refpeCting  the  firft  administrator 
in  the  grain-magazine,  was  very  great ;  or 
when  feveral  fucceeding  harvefts  have  failed, 
orders  are  then  given  to  the  refidents  to 
buy  the  rice  immediately  from  the  natives, 

•  Equal  to  about  u.  6 d.  Selling  per  cwt.  T. 

and 
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and  the  coyang  then  flaiids  them  in  fifty 
rixdollars. 

Samar ang  alone  has  a  depatii,  who  is 
higher  in  rank  than  the' tommagongs,  and  a 
prince  of  the  blood,  or  pangorang .  He  has 
however,  no  jurifdldtion  over  the  other  re «. 
gents,  than  alone  over  thofe  who  are  within 
the  diftridt  of  Samarang  itfelf.  He  is  like- 
wife  the  chief  of  the  native  council. 

I  was  once  in  company  with  this  prince, 
at  the.  houfe  of  the  governor  of  Samarang , 
who  gave  an  entertainment  that  evening, 
oh  the  occafion  of  the  birthday  of  his  little 
hoy.  The  depatti  was  placed  next  -  to-  the 
governor,  at  his  right  hand;  he  appeared  to 
me  to  be  a  man  of  full  fifty  years'  of  age, 
rather  above  the  ufual  ftature,  thin,  and  of ‘a 
brown  complexion  *  he  had  little  beard,  a 
grave  deportment,  and  was  very  feda.te  in 
conversion,  without,  however,  any 'ait  eo¬ 
lation.  . 

He  was  dreffed  in  a  fh-ort  brown  coat, 
with  filver  buttons,  and  filver-edged  button¬ 
holes;  the  fleeves  fet  tight  to  the  arms,  be¬ 
low  the  elbow,  as  far  as  the  wr  ills.  Under 
this  he  wore  a  chintz/aron^  which  reached  to 
the  ground.  On  his  feet  he  had  large  flippers, 
fquare*- 
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fquare-toed,  and  turned  ,up.  His  cap,  or 
headband,  was  made  of  white  linen,  which 
having  been  much  beat,  and  prepared  with 
{larch  made  of  rice,  was  as  tranfparent  as 
gauze.  He  was  addrefled  by  the  governor 
by  the  title  of  towang  dcpatti ,  and  treated 
with  great  refpedl.  His  dalm ,  or  dwelling, 
{lands  on  the  Pafdbaan ,  near  the  houie  of  the 
governor,  whom  he  is  likewife  obliged  to  ac¬ 
company,  when"  he  goes  to  refideat  Boeyang, 
about  half  a  league  farther,  where  he  has 
alio  a  manfion  clofe  to  that  of  the  governor. 

On  the  occafion  of  this  feftivel,  two  or 
the  elders  of  the  church  at  Samarang ,  the 
fifcal,  and  the  lieutenant  of  the  artillery, 
danced  a  reel,  . for  the  div.erfion  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

I  only  notice  this  circumflance  to  fhew 
that,  in  thefe  parts,  no  fhch  rigid  difcipline 
prevails,  with  refpedl  to  the  condudl  of  el¬ 
ders  of  the  church,  and  no  luch  fcandal  is 
occafioned  by  their  dancing  in  public,  as  at 
Groningen  *,  although  the  parfon  was  himfelf 
one  of  the  fpedlators,  and  highly  applauded 

*  Mr.  Stavorinxis  here  alludes  to  the  auftere  and  puri¬ 
tanical  fpirit  which  prevails  among  the  calvinifts  in  the 
United  Provinces,  and  proverbially  fo  at  Grmngcn,  the  chief 
town  of  the  remoteft  of  the  fieven.  T. 

the 
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the  agility  of  their  dancers,  faying  with  Sol.o- 
mon,  that  there  Was  “  a  time  to  weep,  and 
“  a  time  to  laugh  ;  a  time  to  mourn,  and  a 
*e  time  to  dance.” 

The  town  of  Samar ang  lies  on  the  eaft 
lide  of  the  river  of  the  fame  name,  which 
takes  its  rife  about  three  Dutch  miles  inland, 
and  falls  into  the  fea,  about  two  hundred 
roods  below  the  place;  at  r  its. mouth,  it  is 
not  more  than  three  hundred  and  thirty,  or 
forty,  feet  broad.  A  bridge  is  thrown  over 
at,  leading  from  the  town  to  the  ufual  reli- 
dence  of  the  governor,  which  is  called  the 
Vryherd  (freedom1),  and  is  a  large  and  hand- 
lorne  building.  The  Chinefe  and  Javanele 
campons,  or  fuburbs,  are  on  the  fame  lide  of 
the  river.  ■ 

..  This  river,  like  all  others  in  Java,  has  a 
bank  lying  before  its  mouth,  which  is,  in 
fome  places,  compofed  of  foft  mud,  and  in 
others,  of  hard  land.  At  low  water  there  is 
fcarcely  more  than  one  foot  water  upon  it. 

Here,  as  well  as  all  along  the  coalf  of 
Java ,  tfe  tide,  rifes  but  once  in  four-and- 
twenty  hours.  In  the  bad  monfoon  (kwaade 
■< moujfon ),  or  when  the  weft  winds  blow,  it 
is  high-water/in  the  day-time,  and  low- 
water 
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water  at  night,  and  during  the  good,  or  eafL 
monfoon,  the  contrary  takes  place.  When 
it  is  low- water  without  the  banks,  the  rivers 
are  at  the  higheft  ;  and  the  moon  feems 
to  have  no  influence  at  all  here  upon  the 
tides. 

The  fortifications  of  Samarang  are  in  the 
lame  ftate  as  all  thofe  of  the  Company 
which  I  had  opportunities  of  feeing,  to  wit, 
mofl:  deplorably  bad.  The  walls  which  fur- 
round  it,  and  conned  the  projections,  which 
can  Scarcely  be  called  angles,  are  "low  and 
ruinous. 

The  moil  remarkable  objedt  which  I  law 
at  this  place,  was  a  temple  of  the  Chinefe, 
which  is  a  middling-large  building,  with 
two  courts  before  it  j  it  is  decorated  within 
with  the  gigantic  images  of  their  gods,  which 
are  ftrongly  gilt,  and  make  a  fplendid  ap¬ 
pearance. 

Samarang  has  a  fmall,  but  neat,  church  ; 
near  it  is  an  elegant  tomb  of  Mr.  Tout- 
lemond,  formerly  head  adminiftra tor  and 
fecond  in  command  here. 

The  warehoufes  and  workshops  Hand  in 
a  row,  all  under  one  roof,  projecting  out, 
and  covering  a  piazza  before  them,  full 
three 
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three  hundred  feet  in  length.  They  are 
to  the  fouthweft  of  the  town,  by  the  river- 
fide. 

The  guardhoufe,  which  has  been  lately 
ereded,  has,  befides  the  place  for  the  pri¬ 
vates,  two  large  apartments  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  officers,  whoare  upon  ' 
duty.  . 

The- government-houfe,  ^which  was  for¬ 
merly  the  refidence  of  the  governor,  and 

■  where  the  feveral  offices  are  aduaUy  held, 
is  near  the  river,  and  faces  it.  There  are 
three  campons,  or  fuburbs,  the  Chinefe,  the 
Javanefe,  and  the  Bouginefe,  of  which  the 
two  firft  are  to  the  weft  ward,  and  the  laft  to 
the  eaft ward,  of  the' river. 

When  the  garrifon  of  Samarang  is  com¬ 
plete,  it  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  befides  an  independent  company  of 
dragoons,  which  are  under  the  command  of 
a  captain  lieutenant ;  all  the  other  military 

■  of  the  place  are  fubjed  to  the  orders  of  the 
captain  commandant  of  Samar ang. 

On.  the  1 6th  of  December,  after  having 
taken  on  board  one  hundred  coyangs  of 
rice,  for  account  of  the  Company,  and 
fifty  for  myfelf,  I  received  my  difpatches 
from 
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from  Mr.  van  deb.  Burg,  with  orders  to 
fail  for  “Japura.  Going  on  board  in  ,  the 
‘  evening,  I  immediately  weighed  anchor, 
and  fet  fail  with  a  flack  landwind,  fleering 
off  fhore,  in  order  not  to  be  embayed  in  the 
bight  of  Japara,  by  the  wefterly  wind  ;  and 
that,  if  it  veered  to  the  n.w.  fo  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  dangerous  to  touch  at  Japara ,  I 
might  have  offing  enough  to  ftretch  out  to 
fea,  withoutfide  of  the  ifland  Mandelique. 

The  next  morning  we  could  not  difcern 
the  land,  by  reafon  of  the  hazinefs  of  the 
weather  ;  but  at-  noon  we  got  fight  of 
Vijfchersy  or  Fi/her’s,  Inland,  -bearing  ;s  .e  . 
three,  and  a  . half  leagues  off.  This  is  a 
fmall  and  low  ifland,  about  two  leagues  and 
a  half  s.w.  from  Japara ,  and  particularly 
diftinguifhable  by  two  or  three  high  trees, 
which  grow  upon  it. 

The  wind  blowing  moftly  from  the  -n.e. 
during  this  day,  we  could  not  reach  Japara , 
though  we  already  perceived,  the  flag  flying 
at  that  fettlement.  At  nine  o’clock,  p.m., 
we  came  to  an  anchor,  in  eighteen  fathoms 
water,  to  avoid  being '  milled,  during  the 
night,  by  the  currents. - 
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■  Oil  the  1 8 tli,  at  three  o’clock,  a.m.  we 
again  got  tinder  weigh,  and  at  funrife  we 
Were  ftill  about  three  leagues  diftant  from- 
tlie  road  of  Japara.  At  ten  o’clock  we 
Call  author,  clofe  to  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
ifland  De  Nis  ;  though  in  the'  good,  or  ealh, 
monfoon,  the  anchoring-place  is  fomewhat 
more  to  the  eaftward,  and  clofe  to  the  op- 
polite'  fhore. 

One  may  pafs  both  to  the  north  and  to 
the  fouth  of  this  lfland,  but  the  paflage  to 
the  fotth  is  more  dangerous,  oil  account  of 
the  narrownds  of  the  channel.  ■  .  ' 
Behind  this,  and  a  little. to  the-  s.E.  lies 
another  ifland,  which  is  furrounded  by  very 
dangerous  fhoals,  and  contracts  the'extent  of 
the  toad  of  Japara.  : 

From  ‘the  ifland  De .  Nis,  the  water 
fhoals  gradually,  flrft,  from  five  to  two  and 
a  'half  fathoms,  and  when,  in  this  laid  depth, 
”  you  are  abrealt  of  the  foul  ifland,  it  then 
leflens,  by  degrees,  to  fix  feet,  when  you 
ate  clofe  to  a  high  rock,  called  the  Wahifc'h, 
or  Whale,  whence  it  fhoals  more  and  more, 
with  florae  funken  rocks,  to  the  mouth  of 
....  the  little  river  of  Japara,  where  there  is 

two 
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two  feet  water,  and  lefs,  and  which  is  about 
140,  or  150,  feet  over.  The  fource  of  this 
ftream  lies  no  more  than  a  fhort  league  up 
the  country.  • 

On  entering  the  rivulet,  on  the  north 
fide,  lies  a  little  gentle  eminence,  about  fifty 
feet  high,  on  the  weftern  part  of  which 
Hands  a  fmall  triangular  fort,  one  baftion 
whereof  points  to  the  fea,  and  the  other 
two  to  the  land  ;xin  the  middle  of  the  cur¬ 
tain  which  connects  thefe  two  laft  is  the 
gate  :  this  fort  is  mounted  with  feveral 
pieces  of  cannon  of  different  calibers;  it 
is  built  of  Hone,  and  is  kept  in  good  repair  : 
the  garrifon  confifts  of  one  ferjeant,  two 
corporals,  and  fixteen  privates.  The  reft 
of  the  eminence  is  ufed  for  a  burying- 
ground,  in  which  the  enfign-ftaff  is  eredted. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  rivulet,  are  fome 
Javanefe  hetifes  and  huts,  and  about  fixty 
roods  from  its  tnouth,  it  is  crofled  by  a 
bridge. 

On  the  north  fide  is  the  houle  of  the  refi- 
dent,  oppofite  to  a  large  plain,  planted  with 
fhady.  trees,  and  railed  round.  It  has  fe¬ 
veral  handforoe  apartments,  furnifhed  neatly 
1  2-  and 
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and  elegantly,  in  the  European,  flyle.  On  - 
the  left  hand  of  it  is  a  pleafant  bower,  or 
pavilion,  of  one  .hundred  feet  in  length, 
eighteen  in  breadth,  and  ten  in  height,  fb 
clofely  interwoven  with  flowering  fhrubs, 
tliat  it  is  impervious  to  light  flio wers  of 
rain.  At  the  end  is  a  grotto;  and  when, 
on  an  evening,  the  whole  is  illuminated, 
it  forms  a  very  charming  coup  cPceil.  The. 
laft  evening  of  my  flay  at  Japara ,  we  flipped 
in  the  pavilion,  which  was.  lighted  up. 

About  a  mile,  and  a  half  above  the  fet- 
tlement,  the  ftrearn  turns  a  fawmill,  which 
laws  the  yearly  quantity  of,  four  or  five 
thoufand  large  logs  of  timber,  into  planks, 
which  are  called  miliplanks.  The  water 
is  carried  to  the  mill  through  a  brick  chan¬ 
nel,  and  a  dam  is  made  acrofs  the  rivulet  to 
prevent  it  from  Tunhing  off,  till  there  is 
fufficient  to  turn  the  mill.  ;  • 

One  Dutch  mile  inland,  lies  the  ancient 
Javanefe  city  of  Japara ,  called  Old  Japura, 
which  was  formerly  the  refidence  of  the 
fovereigns  of  an  empire  of  that  name.  The 
tomb  of  one  of  them  is  ftill  in  exiftence  j 
it  contains  the  body-  of  the  emperor,  that 
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of  his  moft  beloved  wife  On  the  right  hand, 
•and  of  two  other  of  his  wives  on  the  left, 
‘together  with  feveral  of  his  children.  •  The 
ihape  of  thefe  graves  is  oblong  :  the  ap¬ 
proach  to  them  is  through  a  fort  of  portico, 
enclofed  by  a  railing,  in  a  large  covered 
apartment.  Over  the  graves  of  the  em¬ 
peror  and.his  moft  beloved  wife,  a  large 
piece  of  linen  is  Slill  continually  expanded, 
which  covers  them  both ;  and  they  arc 
ftre wed  every  Friday  with  frefh  flowers. 

Not  far  from  this  is  an  old  and  ruinous 
Moorifh  temple,  of  ftone,  withfuch  beautiful 
fculpture  of  imagery  and  foliage,  that  the 
art  and  ingenuity  of  the  Javanefe  of  thofe 
times- excites  our  admiration.  This  temple 
is  at  leafl:  three  hundred  years  old. 

At  the  feafide,  about  two  miles  from 
Japara,  the  refident  has  a  wooden  fummer- 
houfe,  in  a  pleafant  grove  of  cocoa-nut-trees, 
whence  there  is  a  very  fine  profpedt  out  to 
fea,  and  of  the  neighbouring  iflands.  We 
here  caught  a  flying  fquirrel. 

The  aftual  refident  at  Japara  is  Mr. 
William  van  der  Beke,  a  native  of 
Sluice  in  Flanders ,  aged  upwards  of  forty 
years :  he  is  a  man  whpfe  life  is  devoted  to 
I  3  the 
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the  fervice  of  his  fellow-mortals,  blefled 
with  a  liberal  and  compaflionate  mind,  and 
ever  ready  to  oblige  wherever  it  is  in  his  ' 
power.  This  gentleman  has  been  the  chief 
at  Japara  ever  fince  the  year  1765. 

I  had  to.fhip  feven  hundred  and  fifty  mill- 
planks  at  this  place ;  and  having  taken  thefe 
on  board,  I  took  my  leave  of  t£»e  worthy 
reiident,  with  much  regret,  on  the  2  j  ft  of 
-December,  1774, 
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JEaRLY  on  the  morning  of  the  226.  of 
December,  1774,  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
put  tp  lea,  in  order  to  proceed  to  Joana* 
1 4  where 
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where  I  was  to  take  in  the  remainder  of 
the  cargo.  , 

The_  next  day,  at  funrife,  we  found  our- 
felves  abreaft  of  the  iiland  Mandelique ,  often 
called  the  Duivelfklip,  or  Devil’s  Rock,  be¬ 
cause,  in  the  eaft  monfoon,  Ihips  are  de¬ 
tained  here  a  long  time  by  contrary  winds 
and  currents,  before  they  can  weather  it. 

This  iiland  is  fmall,  but-of  a  middling 
height,  fo  as  to  be.feen  at  the  diftance  of 
five  or  fix  leagues.  It  lies  about  half  a 
league  from  the  coaft  of  Java ;  between 
which  and  the  iiland  there  is  a  pafiage,  in 
three  and  a  half,  or  four,  fathoms  water, 
but  it  is  too  narrow  to  be  fafe,  and  Ihips 
therefore  very  .feldom  pafs  through  it.  -  At 
this  place,  we  buried  the  third  man  who 
we  had  loft  fince  our  leaving  Batavia. 

■  Having  palTed  the  iiland  Mandelique ,  we 
failed  round .  the  reef  which  ftretches  out 
more  than  a  league  and  a  half  from  the 
point  of  Fayo  (between  which  and  Point 
Lejfem,  lies  the  bight  .of  Rembang  and 
Joan'a\  towards  the  road  of  Joana,  but-nOt 
being  able  to  get  fight  of  the  enfign-ftaff  of 
that  fettlement,  we  anchored,  at  funfet,  in 
the  outer  road; 
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The  enfuing  day,  the  24th  of  December,- 
.  failing  farther  in,  we  dropped  our  anchor  ill 
*  three  and  a  half  fathoms  water,  the  bottom 
being  foft  mud. 

Haying  feen  all  fafe  on  board,  I  went 
with  the  Company’s  papers  to  the  refidency, 
where  I  arrived  at  three  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon  ^ 

The  river^jf  Joana  flows  out  of  a  large 
inland  lake,  into  which  feveral  fmall  ftreams 
difcharge  themfelves.  It  is  called  the  in¬ 
land  fea,  and  difembogues  its  fuperfluous  r 
water  moftly  '■‘through  this  river,  which, 

<r~~  alter  running  a  confiderable  way,  with  many 
finuofities,  falls  into  the  fea  about  four  leagues 
to  the  weft  ward  of  Rembang.  - 

It  is  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft  navi¬ 
gable  rivers  along  the  whole  north  coaft  of 
Java,  being  at  the  mouth,  and  a  great  way 
up,  beyond  the  refidency,  twenty  and  more 
feet  deep.  Its  breadth  is  about  two  hundred 
feet. 

In  the  -bad  monfoon,  the  afflux  is  much 
mope  violent  than  in  the  good  monfoon. 

The  water,  as  is  the  cafe  with  all  rapid 
ftreams,  is  turbid;  but  when  it  has  ftood 
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fHIl  fome  time  in  pots,  or  calks,  it  becomes 
very  clear  and  pleafant. 

Sailing  up  this  river  with  the  boats 
called  permayangs,  into  the  inland  fea,  there 
is  a  paffage  along  feveral  other  rivers,  to 
,  Samarang,  and  thence  farther  up  the  coun¬ 
try.  This  navigation  may  be  performed  in 
two  or  three  days;  and  it  is  efpecially. availed 
of,  in  the  bad  monfoon,  whenrfneTvoyage  by 
fea,  round  the  ifland  Mandelique ,  requires  too 
long  a  time,  and  is  much  too  dangerous  for 
frnall  craft. 

*  A  broad  mudbank,  upon  yyhkQj:here  Is 
fometimes  lels  than  a  foot  water,  lies  bew 
fore  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Joana.  From 
its  mouth  to  the  refidency,  which  Hands  full 
a  league  up,  on  the  weft  tide,  it  runs  be¬ 
tween  low  and  fwampy  grounds,  which 
are  uncultivated,  and  produce  nothing  but 
brufhwood  :  they  •  are  lometimes  inundated 
when  the  river  fuddenly  rifes,  after  heavy 
rains. 

The  town  of  Joana  commences  juft  above 
the  refidency.  It  confifts  of  two  rows  of 
houfes  built  along  the  river,  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  Dutch  mile  in  length.  At  the  far¬ 
ther  ,  . 
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.  therein!  lies  the  Pafcibdany  and  not  far  from 
it  is  the  dwelling  of  the  tommagong. 

On  the  oppofite  fide,  upon  an  ifland, 
formed  by  the  river,  of  about  half  a  Dutch 
mile  in  circumference,  {lands  the  Chinefe 
campon. 

The  odge,  or  fort,  of  Joana ,  is  a  re¬ 
doubt,  jscjth  four  demi-baftions,  in  which 
are  the  rice^warehoufes,  the  barracks  for 
the  foldiery,  and  fome  buildings  which  ferve 
for  a  kitchen-  and  other  offices  for  the  re- 
fident.  The  houfe  of  the  refident  flood 
formerlj^adthm  the  fort,  but  it  has  been 
pulled  down,  and  a  new  one  has  been 
built  of  freeftone,  without  it,  on  the  eafl 
fide,  .which  is  kept  in  excellent  repair. 

This  manfion  was  conitruCted  according 
to  the  plan  and  drawing  of  the  engineer 
Haak:  throughout  India  I  have  not  feen 
any  building  that  equalled  it  in  grandeur 
and  bpldnefs  of  architecture.  It  confifts  of 
two  pieces,  oppofite  to  each  other,  which 
are  connected  by  a  lofty  dome  of  full 
twenty  .-five  feet  diameter,  fupported  by  four 
columns  of  the  Tufcau  order.  Both  fhefe 
pieces  are,  however,  but  of  one  ftory;  they 
gre  fixt y  feet  long,  and  twenty-five  broad, 
within 
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within  the  walls.  One  of  them  forms  a 
(ingle  hall  of  the  fame  dimenfions.  The 
other  is  .divided  into  three  apartments  ;  the 
middle  one,  which  is  twenty- five  feet  in 
depth,  and  about  fixteen  in  breadth,  is  op- 
pofite  to  the  door  of  the  great  hall,  and  to 
the  great  dome  :  it  is  fitted  upas  a  chapel ; 
the  entrance  to  it  is  through  a^hapdfome 
arch,  or  portico  :  on  each  fide  ofltis  a  large 
chamber,  of  the  fame  fize,  making,  together 
with  the  chapel,  the  length  of  the  whole 
building  on  this  fide,  and  the  fame  as  that 
of' the  great  hall.  The  wa'fe~efvall  thefe 
apartments  are  beautifully  fluccoed,  adorn- 
ed  with  fumptuous  gilt  cornifhes,  and  the 
roofs  are  concave,  being  wainfcoted,  and 
curioufly  adorned  with  carved  imagery. . 

,  Behind  this  pile,  ftands  a  building,  con- 
firu&ed  entirely  of  wood,  provided  with 
three  handfome  rooms,.,  and  above  thefe  is. 
one  large  apartment  for  the  unmarried  fe¬ 
male  flaves,  and  which  might  therefore  be 
called  the  feraglio.  From  this  edifice,  there 
is  a  moft  delightful  view  backwards,  over 
the  paddee ,  or  rice,  fields,  interfp,erfed  with, 
fmall  groves,  and  terminated  by1  the  diflant 
and  lofty  mountains  of  Japara. 
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In  the  front  of  all  Hands  a  handfome 
Saloon,  built  clofe  to  the  riverfide,  and 
equally  eredted  at  the  expence  of  the  pre- 
fent  reiident.  It  is  of  an  oblong"  oftagon 
fhape,  and  is  ftuccoed  on  the  Tides  and 
roof,  but  the  cornifhes  are  not  gilt.  A 
large  balcony  projects  from  it  towards  the 
river,  the  only  inconvenience  of  which  con- 
fifts  in  rh«-j[Warms  of  mofquitos  which  in- 
feftit  every  evening. 

The  a&ual  refident  is  Mr.  Philip  Wil¬ 
liam  Necjwith,  a  native  of  Friejland, 
twenty-eight^years  of  age,  a  -  moil  polite 
i e nd ly  man.  He  ferved  as  lieutenant 
in  the  navy,  under  the  admiralty  of  Amjler- 
dam,  and  obtained  his  difcharge  from  that 
fervice,  with  the  rank  of  captain.  A  few 
months  after  he  firft  came  here  as  chief, 
he  had  the  misfortune,  that  the  lodge,  or 
■fort,  was  furprized  early  in  the  morning, 
by  -a  gang  of  banditti,  on  which  occafion. 
feveral  Europeans  loft  their  lives,  and  fome 
warehoufes  were  burnt  down  ;  on  the  fame 
day,  however,  he  fucceeded  in  expelling 
them  from  the  fort,  by  the  afliftance  of 
fome  faithful  Javanefe,  Chinefe,  and  Mand- 
harefe,  who  were  lying  here  with  their 
veflels ; 
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veflels ;  and .  the  freebooters  fled  on  all 
fides,  leaving  behind  them  feveral  -  dead, 
and  feveral  were  taken  prifoners,  who  were 
immediately,  and  fummarily,  put  to  death, 
without  any  form  of  trial. 

The  emoluments  of  this  refidency  amount 
annually  to  fixteen  thoufand  rixdollars 
and  more.  They  proceed  from  the  fur- 
plus-weight  of  the  rice,  delivered*  by  the 
native  regents  to  the  .Company,  and  from 
the  cheap  rate,  at  which,  this  article  is  pur- 
chafed,  not  to  mention  what  he  himfelf 
buys  up,  and  difpofes  of  to  .^individuals,  for 
at  Ieafc,  fifty  per  cent  profit : difcewife  from 
the  colled! ion  of  the  timber  yearly  furnifhed 
to  the  Company,  at  a.  fixed  price,  and 
which  cofis  him  no  more  than  the  k- 
bourage,  which  is  very  cheap  here,  as  he 
has  only  to  fend  two  or  thr.ee  hundred  Ja- 
vanefe  into  the  woods,  to  fell  the  trees,  and 
hew  them  into  logs. 

The  conftrudtion  of  fhips,  lilcewife,  affords 
confiderable  .gain  t.o  the  prefen t  refident ; 
for  both  timber  and  labour  coft  him  little  ; 
for  a  Javanele  mafter-fhipwright  earns  no 

*  About  3,5-00/.  ftcrling.  T. 
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tnore  than  about  fix  dubbeltjes,  ortwo-penny- 
pieces,  a  day,  his  affiflants,  four,  and  the 
•common  labourers,  two. 

He  lately  built  a  fnow  of  one  hundred 
and  one  feet  in  length,  according  to  th« 
model  of  the  Hates’  armed  fiiow,  the  Ze~ 
■fhyr,  of  Rotterdam ,  which  was  fitted  up  in 
as  handfome  a  manner  as  I  ever  law  fuch 
a  veflel.  ‘“fHe^offered  it  for  fiale  at  twenty 
thoufand  rixdollars,  and  afterwards  took 
eighteen  thoufimd. 

There  are  alfo  profits  attached  to  the 
Bhandaary ,  of  farm  of  the  duties,  which 
accrue,-  nominally,  to  the  Chinefe,  but,  in 
reality,  to  the  refident. 

A  few  days  before  the  new  year,  every 
Javanefe,  who  had  the  leaH  connection, 
either  with  the  Company,  or  with  the  re¬ 
fident,  came  to  make  prefents  to  him,  con- 
filling  chiefly  of  poultry,  eggs,  fugar,  fruit, 
&c.  Thofe  who  were  of  a  higher  order, 
fuch  as  the  Chinefe  captain,  brought  rolls  of 
fatin. 

On  the  firft  of  January,  1775,  a  falute 
of  one  and  twenty  guns,  was  .fired,  at  fun- 
rife,  from  Ibme  fmall  pieces  of  cannon* 
planted  before  the  faloon.  On  this  oc- 
-  cafion. 
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cafion,  an  European,  a  ftrong  and  corpulent 
man,  who  a&ed  as  gunner,,  met  with  a 
terrible  accident.  Paffing  before  the  muz¬ 
zle  of' one  of  the  guns,  the  priming  of 
%hicb  had  flafhed,  without  difchargirig  the 
piece,  it  went  off  the  inftant  he  was  before 
it,  and  blew  him  upwards  of.  fix  feet  for¬ 
wards,*  the  loading  had  fortunately  been 
rammed  down  without  a  wad^fe  that  he 
was  no.  otherwife  hurt,  than  by  being 
dreadfully  burnt,  on  his  fide,  arm,  and 
belly,  fo  that  he  was  not  cured  when.  I 
left  the  place. 

Two  hours  afterwards,  came  three  Ja-_ 
vanefe  regents,  or  tommagongs ,  belonging  to 
the 'diftrift  of  this  fadtory,  to  congratulate 
the  refident,  on  the  new  .  year,  in  .  the  'fol¬ 
lowing  manner  :  Sallamat  taon .  boro  Tou- 
•wang  alii  cajji  ou  mour  fanjang  ;  that  is, 

“  much  joy  with  the  new  year,  God  grant 
“  you  a  long  life.”  . 

The  firft  of  thefe  regents,  who  was  tom - 
magong  over  part  of  the  province  of  Patti> 
appeared  to  me  to  be  a  man  of  full  fifty 
years  old.  He  had  grey  hairs,  and  a  little 
beard.  Mr.  Neuwith  told,  me,  that'  he 
was  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  intelligent 
.  '  .  of 
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of  the  Javanefe,  He  was  even  thought'  fo 
.  much  of,  that  the  soesoehoenam  wanted 
’  much  to  have  made  him  adminidrator  of  his 
empire,  but  he  declined  the  dignity,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  be  a  common  regent  in  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  pofifeffions,  than  a  powerful  datef- 
man  under  an  arbitrary  monarch  ;  for  the 
miniders _of  thofe  princes  are  not  only 
liable  to  incur  a  fpeedy  difgrace,  and  to  be 
difmiffed-  from  their  offices,  but  they  are 
often  degraded  to  the  rank  of  battari ,  which 
is  little  different  from  the  condition  of  a 
(lave,  obligecUto  perform  the  moll  menial,’ 
and  mod  toilfome,  offices  j  while  it  is  very 
feldom  that  the  Company  come  to  fuch  ex¬ 
tremities. 

His  drefs  confided  of  a  fhort  coat,  or 
jacket,  of  deep  red  velvet,  which  came  a 
little  below  the  hips,  and  was  fadened  with 
little  filver  buttons,  round  the  body,  under 
the  arms,  and  round  the  wrifts.  The  lower 
part  of  this  jacket,  below  the  buttons,  was 
diffened  out  all  round.  Under  it  he  wore 
—a  faron ,  in  the  country-fafhion,  round  his 
body,  which  hung  down  to  his  heels,  and 
was  made  of  Javanefe  painted  cloth.  His 
kris  was  in  a  fheath  of  gold,  beautifully 
vol.  ii..  m  worked, 
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worked,  and  the  handle  was  made  of  cajott 
felli ,  which  is  reckoned  the  moffc  coftly 
wood  produced  in  the  Indies ;  it  is  very 
fcarce,  of  a  greyifh  colour,  with  thin  black 
veins  running  through  it,  and  of  a  very 
hard,  clofe,  and  fine  texture.  His  cap  was 
of  purple  velvet,  bordered  with  narrow  fil- 
ver  lace.  Like  moft  Javanefe  of  diftinftion, 
he  fpoke  little,  and  with  a  becoming  gra¬ 
vity. 

The  next  regent  was  the  uncle  of  the 
prefent  soesoehoenam,  and  equally  regent 
rof  the  province  of  Patti .  The  fxmplicity  of 
this  man  was  as  remarkable  as  the- intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  former;  and  the  refident  was 
always  able  to  do  whatever  he  pleafed  in 
the  province  of  P'atti,  as  the  latter  was  very 
eafily  perfuaded  to  every  thing. 

The  third  regent  was  the  tommagong  of 
Joana,  a  large,  comely  man,  whofe  good¬ 
nature  was  pictured  in  his  open  and  friend- 
•  ly  countenance  :  in  underftanding,  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  alfo  not  to  be  compared  to  the 
ML  - 

There  was  likewife  another,  who  was  re-, 
gent  of  Cay  lam,  as  well  as  a  native  of  the 
place.  The  other  Javanefe  would  not  ac¬ 
knowledge 
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knowledge  him,  or  any  of  the  Caylammers, 

•  to  be  of  their  own  race,  or  true  Javanefe, 
faying  that  they  were  produced  froYn  the 
■unnatural  connedion  of  a  woman  with  a 
dog.  Indeed,  the  whole  time  that  they 
were  together,  I  did  not  perceive  that  one 
of  the  other  regents  condefcended  to  addrefs 
a  iingle  wesd  to  him. 

Each  regent  had  his  patti,  or  fub-regent, 
with  him  ;  but  while  the  former  fat  upon  a 
chair,  the  latter  was  obliged  to  ft  upon  the 
floor,  upon  his  heels,  and  when  called  by 
his  fuperior,  to  creep  along  the  ground  to' 
him,  and  fit  down  at  his  feet,  waiting  till 
he  was  pleafed  to  ipeak,  or  to  ififue  his  com¬ 
mands. 

At  (even  o’clock  in  the  evening,  thefe 
regents  came,  with  a  number  of  fervants, 
with  mufical  inftruments,  &c.  to  fupper  to 
the  refident’s  houfe.  Before  fupper  we  had 
raufic  and  dancing  in  the  European  ftyle  ; 
but  after  it,  feveral  Javanefe  dancing  girls 
were  fent  for,  with  whom  each  of  the  re- 
-'-‘gents,  and  after  them  their-  pattis ,  danced, 
or,  as  they  term  it,  tandacked ,  in  their 
fafliion,  to  the  found  of  their  own  mufical 
M  2  inftruments. 
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inArunients,  gomgoms,  boudas,  and  a  kind 
of  violins,  which  continued  till  late  at  night, 
when  they  all  left  us  for  their  own  houfes. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  I  went,  with  the 
refident,  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  tommagong  of 
yoana.  He  received  us  dreffed  in  ftate, 
and  during  the  playing  of  gomgoms,  and 
other  inftruments.  His  favourite-wife,  and 
the  wife  of  his  ion,  together  with  his  mo¬ 
ther,  like  wife  came  and  drank  tea  with  us. 

A  large  filver  plate  with  confe&ionary  flood 
upon  a  table  near  us,  and  each  took  what  he 
liked  of  it. 

On  the  14th  of  the  fame  month,  we  were 
invited  to  fupper  by  the  fame  regent,  who 
gave  an  entertainment  on  the  occafioh  of 
the  marriage  of  his  daughter,  which  had  . 
been  folemnized  fome  time  before.  The 
refident  had  caufed,  at  his  defire,  the  pro- 
vifiorls  to  be  dreffed  by  his  own  people,  in 
the  '  European  maimer,  fo  that  there  was 
little  or  no  Javanefe  victuals  to  be  feen. 
After  fupper,  fome  dancing  girls  were  again 
introduced,  with  whom  the  to?nmagong  and"^ 
his  fons  tandacked .  Their, wives  were  not 
prefentat  this;  and  when,  a  fhort  time  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  the  company  broke  up,  they  came  in, 
.  care  had  been  taken  that  the  dancing  girls 
’  were  gone  before  they  entered  the  room. 

Daring  my  ftay  at  'Jo ana,  we  had  very- 
unfavourable,  windy,  and  rainy  weather,  by 
which  the  loading  of  my  fhip  was  delayed, 
and  I  was  deprived  of  the  pleafure  of  taking 
a  journey  inland,  to  the  inner  fea,  or  to  the 
province  of  Patti,  which  the  tommagong 
ftrongly  urged  me  to  do,  fo  that  I  did  not 
go  farther  than  about  a  Dutch  mile  and  a 
half  up  the  country,  to  one  of  the  country- 
.  feats,  or  gardens,  of  the  refident,  who  has 
four  of  them. 

At  laft  the  fhip  received  the  complement 
of  her  cargo,  having  taken  in,  both  from 
this  place  and  from  Rembang,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  coyangs  of  rice,  befides  a  quantity 
of  logs  and  planks. 

On  the  2  i  ft  of  January  I  went  pn  board, 
with  the  Company’s  papers,  but  it  was  not 
till  the  24th  that  I  could  leave  the  road, 
being  obliged  to  wait  till  then  for  thirty 
-4eagers  of  water,  which  could  not  be  dripped 
before,  on  account  of  the  ftormy  weather. 

On  the  24th,  at  eleven  p’clock,  p.m.  we 
Weighed  anchor,  and  left  the  road  of  'Joctna, 
M  3  experiencing 
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experiencing  much  difficulty  in  getting  the 
ffiip  afloat,  as  ffie  lay,  at  leaf!:,  two  feet  funk 
in  the  mud. 

-  The  next  day  in  the  morning,  at  funrife, 
we  were  abreafl  of  the  point  of  Le/feum , 
whence  we  fleered  diredt  eaft,  in  order  to 
run  in  fight  of  the  ifland  Lubok ,  commonly 
called  the  Baviaan,  or  Baboon ,  but  we  did 
not  fee  it,  as  we  palled  it  in  the  following 
night. 

This  ifland  is  not  large,  but,  as  I  was 
informed,  extremely  populous.  Seventy  or 
reighty  veffiels  go  continually  to  and  fro,  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  coafts  of  Java  and  Borneo . 
As  far  as  I  know,  the  inhabitants  have  no 
connection  with,  and  are  independent  of,  the 
Company. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  at  funrife,  we, 
faw  the  hill  of  Radiona ,  which  is  '  a  high 
mountain,  fituated  far  inland,  in  the  ifland 
of  Java',  as  like  wife  part  of  the  ifland 
of  Madura,  whence  we  took  our  lafl  ob- 
fervatiomof  the  land,  fleering  for  the  ifland 
Solombo,  •  - 

Along  the  coafts  of  Java,  from  Joana,  as 
far  as  the  point  of  Grijje  (where  the  land 
turns  flrfl  to  the  foutb,  to  Sourabnya ,  and 
then. 
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then,  behind  the  ifland  Madura ,  in  an  eaft- 
.  er]y  direction,  to  the  Straits  of  Bali ,  through 
'  which  it  frretches  to  the  fouth  again,  as  far 
as  the  fouthern  Indian  ocean'),  there  is  no. 
danger  to  be  avoided.  One  may  fail  with¬ 
out  apprehenfiqn  along  the  fhore,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  one  or  two  leagues  from  the  land, 
only  taking  care  to  freer  clear  of  the  pro- 
'  jedting  points. 

Many  high  mountains  lie  inland ;  the  fore¬ 
land  is,  on  the  contrary,  low,  but  may  be 
feen  at  the  diftance  of  three  and  a  half,  or 
four,  leagues.  ^  . 

I  law  the  land  of  Madura  eight  or  nine 
leagues  off;  but  the  eaftern  part  of  it,  it  is 
faid,  is  vifrble  at  fifteen,  and  more,  leagues’ 
diflance. 

We  failed  till  the  28th  of  January,  eafr 
and  north,,  without  feeing  any  land.  In  the 
morning  of  that  day,  at  funrife,  we  difco- 
vered  two  iflands,  from  the  mafthead,  bear¬ 
ing  n.n.w.  which  we  conceived  were  the 
little  Pulo  Lauts ,  or  Water- Iflands,  We  at 
thought,  that-  they  were  the  Nouffa 
Linas.  But  whichever  they  were,  this  is 
pertain,  that  neither  the  one,  nor  the  other, 
m  4 
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are  placed  in  their  true  fituations,  in  the 
Company’s  charts. 

Much ilreis  is  laid,  among  the  Company's  - 
fervants,  upon  the  great  danger  of  the  na¬ 
vigation  to  the  eastward  of  Batavia,  which 
may  pofiibly  be  encouraged  underhand,  for 
political  reafons,  by  perfons  in  power  •,  but 
I  did  not,  in  fad,  find  it  fo  bad,  at  leafl  as 
far  as  Celebes ,  or  Macaffer ,  as  is  pretended.  ' 
It  would  be  well  if  the  charts  of  thele  parts, 
which  the  Company  give  to  their  vefifels, 
were  corred ;  it  is  this  that  makes  the  na¬ 
vigation  fo  dangerous.  None  of  the  iflands 
which  I  met  with,  except  the  group  called 
the  Hen  and  Chickens ,  are  laid  down  in  their 
true  latitudes,  as  may  be  proved  by  my  log¬ 
book,  and  thofe  of  other  fhips.  This  inac¬ 
curacy  riot  only  renders  thefe  charts  ufelefs, 
but  likewife  extremely  dangerous ;  for  in- 
ilead  of  being,  as  they  ought,  the  fureft 
guide  and  dependence  of  the  navigator,  they 
mifiead  him,  and  become  his  bane.  It  is 
not  impoffible,  but  this  may  be  purpofely 
left  fo,  and  that  it  is  an  adopted  opinion.^ 
that  it  is  better  to  expofe  a  few  fhips  to 
the  danger  of  fhipwreck,  than  to  corred 
errors, 
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errors,  which  might  operate  to  render  the 
navigation  towards  the  Spice  Iflands  difficult 
and  hazardous  for  other  nations ;  for  it  can¬ 
not  be  pretended,  that  this  notorious  faulti- 
nefs  is  unknown  to  the  Company,  face  the 
commander  of  every  veffel,  on  his  return  to 
Batavia ,  mu  ft  deliver  a  journal  of  his  voyage 
to  a  mafter-maptnaker,  or  hydrographer, 
fpecially  appointed  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  no 
one,  who,  in  any  degree,  deferves  the  name 
of  Team  an,  can  pafs  over  fuch  grofs  mis¬ 
takes,  without  noting  them  down  in  his  log¬ 
book  :  for  my  own  part,  at  leaft,  I  have  feen* 
and  had  in  my  pofleftion,  for  a  long  time, 
feveral  logbooks,  in  wlpch  the  fame  errors, 
,  which  I  have  juft  noticed,  have  been  equally 
mentioned. 

The  government  at  Batavia ,  moreover, 
•ftri&ly  enjoin  the  commanders  of  all  veftels, 
not  only  duly  to  note  all  fuch  matters  in. 
their  logbooks,  but  likewife  to  give  av parti¬ 
cular  account  thereof  to  the  governor  gene¬ 
ral,  or  to  the  chief  of  the  fettlement  where 
'-they  arrive,  agreeably  to  the  refolution,  to 
that  purpofe,  taken  on  the  1  oth  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1771  ;  and  yet  the  charts  have  never 

been 
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been  altered,  fince  that  period,  no  more? 
than  before. 

The  ,next  day,  the  29th  of  January,  at 
four  o’clock,  p.m.  we  faw,  from  the  top,  an 
ifland,  bearing  n.e.  which,  from  its  latitude, 
we  fuppofed  was  that  called  Rotterdam. 

This  morning,  one  of  our  beft  Tailors, 
being  upon  the  foretop  fail-yard,  looking  out 
for  the  land,  was  feized  with  the  epilepfy, 
and  fell  down,  firft  upon  the  railings  of  the 
fhip’s  head,  and  afterwards  overboard ;  he 
funk  inftantaneoufly,  without  there  being 
any  poffibility  of  laving  him. 

The  above  ifland  was  ftill  vifible  from  the 
mafthead  the  following  morning,  as  we  had, 
made  but  little  progrels  during  the  night. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  came 
in  light  of  another  ifland,  paft  which  we 
failed  at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues  and  3. 
half,  and  recogriifed  it,  without  any  doubt, 
for  that  of  Rotterdam  ;  fo  that  the  iflands  of 
the  preceding  evening  mull  have  been  the 
j Noujfa  Linas ,  although  there  was  a  differ¬ 
ence  of  four  or  five  leagues  in  the  latitude^— 

On  the  31ft,  at  funrife,  we  got  fight  of 
four  or  five  fmall  iflands,  called  the  Hen  and 
,  Chickens % 
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Chickens ,  and  could  juft  fee  the  ifland  Rot¬ 
terdam  from  the  in  a  ft  he  ad,  bearing  n.n.w. 
We  hence  fteered  our  courfe,  in  order  to  run 
in  light  of  the  iflands  the  Salinas. 

From  thefe  iflands,  a  largp  bank  ftretches 
out,  to  the  fouthward,  full  five  leagues, 
upon  which  there  is  a  very  uneven,  rocky 
bottom,  with  a  depth,  in  fome  places,  of  fix, 
and,  in  others,  of  twelve,  twenty,  and  more, 

.  fathoms.  This  is  called  the  Laars,  or  Booty 
and  all  the  flixps,  which  fail  to  the  eaftward, 
run  over  it,  in  order  to  avoid  taking  the 
large  circuit,  which  they  would  have  to  do, 
if-  they  failed  round  its  fouthern  extremity. 

At  four  o’clock,  p.m.  we  came  in  fight  of 
thoie  iflands,  bearing  due  eaft  from  us, 
winch  differed,  at  leaft,  two  points,  from 
their  fituation  as  laid  down  in  the  charts. 
We  immediately  fteered  s.e.  in  order  to 
keep  at  a  good  diftance  from  them,  and 
not  to  pafs  the  Boot  in  too  flioal  water;  at 
the  beginning  of  the  firft  watch  we  fteered 
e.s.e.  and  at  midnight,  conceiving '  that 
we.  had  pafted  them,  due  eaft :  we  con¬ 
tinually  founded  with  a  line  of  forty  and 
fifty  fathoms,  but  found  no  bottom,  fo  that 
yye  had  paffed  to  the  fouth  of  the  bank. 

The 
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-  The  next  day,  being  the  ift  of  February, 
we  difcovered,  a  little  before  funrife,  the 
Tonins ,  or  Tunny  Iflands,  which  are  three  in 
number,  but  which  we  now  faw  in  one, 
bearing  N.  by  w.  as  likewife  the  iflands  the 
Salinas,  bearing  n.w.  by  w.  We  then  fleered 
e.n.e.  for  the  iflands  the  Three  Brothers , 
which,  together  with  the  ifland  Tanakeke, 
we  got  fight  of  at  eleven  o’clock,  a.m.  the 
latter  bearing  eaft,  and  the  former  e.n.e. 

Keeping  this  courfe,  we  fleered  for  the 
northernmoft  of  the  Three  Brothers ;  fhortly 
afterwards  we  faw  the  high  land  of  Celebes,  . 
and  found,  at  noon,  by  a  good  obfervation 
of  the  fun’s  altitude,  that  all  thefe  parts  lie 
twenty  minutes,  or  five  leagues,  more  to  the 
fouthward,  than  they  are  laid  down  in  the 
charts. 

At  half  paft  one  o’clock,  p.aj.  we  ftruck 
foundings  in  fifteen  fathoms,  upon  the  bank 
of  Tanakeke,  acrofs  which  we  pafled  in  four¬ 
teen  fathoms,  fleering  between  the  northern¬ 
moft  and  middlemoft  of  the  Three  Brothers, 
but  ran  within  a  cable’s  length  of  the  firftfia- 
order  to  avoid  the  reef  that  ftretches  out 
into  the  middle  of  the  channel,  from  the 
other.  We  afterwards  fleered  for  the  ifland 
GaUjjing, 
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Galijjing,  and,  at  funfet,  we  anchored  at  the 
diftance  of  a  league  from  it. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  we  \veighed 
anchor,  and  got  under  fail,  in  order  to  work 
up  to  the  eaftward,  for  the  road  of  Macajfer , 
but  were  prevented  from  making  much  pro- 
grefs  by  the  light  winds  and  contrary  cur¬ 
rents. 

At  four  o’clock,  p.m.  the  intendant  of 
equipment,  Xinsen,  came  on  board,  with 
an  order  from  the  government  at  Macajfer , 
to  pilot  the  {hip  in ;  but  half  an  hour  after 
funfet,  we  again  came  to  an  anchor,  no* 
having  advanced  more  than  half  a  league 
during  this  whole  day. 

The  following  day,  we  continued  to  ply 
as  before,  without  being  able  to  reach  the 
road,  though  we  advanced  a  little.  On  the 
4th  of  February,  however,  we  were  enabled 
to  anchor  in  the  outer  road,  though  not 
without  danger,  as  the  intendant  of  equip¬ 
ment,  who  afted  here  as  pilot,  had  the  im¬ 
prudence,  notwithftanding  it  was  already 
dafkpto  attempt  carrying  the  {hip  into  the 
inner  road,  and  thereby  run  her  aground 
upon  the  rocky  Ihoal,  that  extends  about  an 
eighth  of  a  league  from  the  fouth  end  of  the 
ifland 
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Ifland  Ly  Ly,  although  I  repeatedly  admo- 
iiifhed  him  of  the  danger ;  but  after  having 
been  aground  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  I 
had  the  fatisfa&ion.  of  bringing  her  off 
again. 

On  the  5th,  at  daybreak,  we  again  went 
to  work,  and  fucceeded  this  time,  lo  that,  at 
noon,  we  let  drop  our  anchor  before  Fort 
Rotterdam,  which  we  faluted  with  thirteen 
guns,  and  were  anfwered  with  five. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Lefcription  of  Macasser. — 'The  Road. — InftruffionS 
for  failing  into  it. — The  Environs. — Seafons.—- 
Produce. — ManufaSt trees. Slavetrade.  — Account 
of  the  Bouginefe  and  Macajfers. — Their  Char&c- 
.  Ur. — Arms. — Drefs. — Food. — Bouginefe  Women. 
— Religion.  —  Burials.  —  Great  Trade.  —  Fort 
Rotterdam. — Church.  —  Village  of  Vlaar- 
dijigek.  —  Campons.  —  Buryinggronnd. — Excel - 
lent  Character  of  the  Clergyman. — Importance  of 
Celebes  to  the  Company. — Their  fir  ft  Eftablijh- 
ment  here. 

TThE  road  of  Macqffer  is,  in  the  good,  or 
foutheail,  monfoon,  one  of  the  fined  which 
I  have  feen  in  India,  and  is  very  fecure. 

The  iflands  Great  Ly  Ly  and  Little  Ly 
Ly ,  with  their  reefs,  defend  it  from  fouth- 
weft  to  north  •,  and  I  conceive  that  there  is 
-a  fafe  anchorage,  clofe  under  Great  Ly  Ly , 
in  the  bad  monfoon,  and  when  the  north- 
weft^inds  blow  violently. 

The  entrance  of  the  road  is  between  the 
abovementioned  ifland  of  Ly  Ly,  and  a 
funken  rock,  which  lies  full  a  quarter  of  a 
league 
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league  fouth  from  the  point  of  the  reef  of 
Ly  Ly,  clofe  to  which  you  muft  keep,  be- 
caufe  in  a-  fhill  fea,  there  is  no  appearance  of 
the  rock  ;  but  when  there  is  any  fwell,  the 
.  fea  may  be  feen  breaking  upon  it  from  a 
diflance,  as  foon  as  you  have  paifed  the 
‘ Three  Brothers .  In  failing  up,  you  mufl 
keep  between  the  middlemofl  and  northern- 
moft  of  thefe,  and  clofer  to  the  latter  than 
to  the  former,  becaufe  there  is  a  reef  which 
flretches  out  from  the  middlemofl:,  and  you 
mult  then  fleer  e.n.e.  and  n.e.  by  £.  for  the 
iiland  Galifling,  as  beforementioned,  over  un¬ 
equal  depths  of  feventeen  to  eleven,  fixteen, 
nineteen,  and  twenty-two,  fathoms,  grey 
land,  with  fmall  fhells. 

The  little  ifland  of  Galifling  lies  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  league  from  the  fhore,  to  which  it  is 
united  by  a  reef,  which  likewife  flretches  on 
each  fide  a  fhort  quarter  of  a  league  from  it : 
it  is  foon  difeovered  to  be  an  ifland.  As  foon 
as  you  are  abreafl  of  it,  Great  Hertebeejlen , 
or  Stag  Ifland,  appears  in  the  north  ;  you 
then  fleer,  with  ,  the  wind  large,  N.N.^-you 
then  fee  more  fmall  iflands  to  the  northward,  , 
namely,  the  fouthernmoft  and  northernmofl 
of  the  Barrings ,  Little  Hertebeejlen ,  or  Stag 
' Ifland, 
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I (land,  Darnels,  or  DeviF s  Ifland,  and  after¬ 
wards  the  ifland  Ly  Ly ,  for  which,  as  faid 
before,  you  then  fleer  f  and,  laftly,  'for  the 
anchoring-place. 

The  depths  along  this  navigation  are  un¬ 
equal,  but  they  are  confined  between  ten  and 
twenty-two  fathoms ;  the  bottom  is  fand, 
and  fandey  clay.  The  currents,  which  mult 
be  carefully  attended  to,  when  it  is  neceffary 
to  work  up  for  the  road,  let  to  the  n.e.  and 
s.w.  Care  muft  likewife  be  taken  in  work¬ 
ing  up,  not  to  ply  too  much  to  the  weft- 
ward,  as  there  are  funken  rocks,  upon 
which  there  are  no  more  than  fixteen  or 
eighteen  feet  water :  yet  there  is' no  danger, 
if  the  Great  Hertebeejlen ,  or  Stag  Ifland,  be 
not  brought  to  bear  more  eafterly  than 
N.fE.  You  muft  ply  to  weftward  with  the 
landwinds,  and  anchor  till  the  feawinds 
blow,  when  you  muft  bear  up  for  the  fhore, 
•taking  likewife  advantage  of  the  currents. 

When  you  have  pafled  the  ifland  GaliJJing. , 
you  may  run  pretty  clofe  in  with  the  fhore, 
till  you  get  near  the  place  called  het  Witte ' 
Graf,  or  the  White  ‘Tomb,  then  look  out  for 
the  rock  which  forms  the  fouthern  fide  of 
the  entrance  to  the  road  ;  if  you  fee  no  fiirf 
vol.  11.  n  breaking 


t  178  ] 

breaking  upon  it,  fteera.li.ttle  more  off  fhore, 
till  the  ifland  Great  Ly  Ly  bears  n.n.e.  or 
n.e.  by:  n.  and  you  will  then  avoid  fhe  dan¬ 
ger  of  falling  upon  it.  The  fouth  latitude  is 
about  50  40'. 

After  the  fhip  was  moored,  I  went  oii 
ftiore,  at  five  o’clock,  p.m.  with  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  papers,  and  waited  firft  upon  the  go¬ 
vernor,  Mr.  Paul  Godfrey  van  der 
Voort,.  and  afterwards  upon  Mr.  Bernard 
van  Pleuren,  late  fecond  in  command  of 
this  government,  but  now  the  governor 
feledt  of  Amboyncr,  for  the  purpofe  of  convey¬ 
ing  whom  to  his  government  my  fhip  had 
called  at  Macajfer.  I  requeued  of  both  thefe 
gentlemen  that  all  pofiible  expedition  might 
be  ufed  in  the  diipatch  of  my  veffel,  as  there 
was  great  reafon  to  fear,  that  the  eaft  mon- 
foon  would  foon  fet  in,  which  would  be  the 
occafion  of  a  very  long  voyage  ;  and  they 
both  promifed  me,  that  I  ihould  be  dif-. 
patched  with  all  fpeed. 

The  environs  of  this  place  are  very  pi eaft 
anti  it  lies  in  an  extenfive  plain, "which 
reaches  to  the  foot  of  a  high  range  of  moun¬ 
tains,  fituated  feven  or  eight  Dutch  miles  to 
the  eaftward,  and  which  divides  this  part  of 
Celebes , 
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Celebes,  lying  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  bay  of 
Boni,  and  fouth  of  the  gulph  of  Tomini ,  into 
two  parts.  This  range  is  called  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Bontain ,  becaufe  the  fouthern  part 
of  it  terminates  in  the  diftridt  of  that  name. 

This  plain  is  covered,  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach,  with  rice-fields,  and  pafture-grounds, 
which  are  interfperfed,  here  and  there,  with 
fmall  groves  of  fruitbearing  or  flrady  trees, 
and  watered  by  drains  made  out  of  the 
larger  rivers  which  defcend  from  the  moun¬ 
tains. 

The  feafons,  known  here,  as  throughout 
■the  eaft,  by.  the  denomination  of  monfoohs, 
are  the  fame  as  at  Java ;  the  foutheaft  mon- 
foon  being  called  the  good,  and  the  north- 
weft  the  bad  one.  The  firft  brings  always 
(at  leaft,  in  the  country  weft  of  the  above 
range  of  mountains)  a  clear  Iky,  and  dry 
.weather;,  the  laft  is  accompanied  with 
violent  winds,  and  continual  heavy  rain: 
but  to  the  eaftward  of  the  ridge,  the  exa& 
contrary  takes  place;  for,  while  the  eaft 
monfoon  brings  on  fair  weather  to  the  eaft¬ 
ward,  nothing  but  gufts  of  wind  and  fhowers 
of  rain  are  to  be  met  with  to  the  weftward  ; 
fo  that  the  different  feafons  of  fummer  and 
.  n  2  winter 
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winter  are  felt,  at  the  fame  time,  at  no 
more  than  eight  Dutch  miles  diftance  from, 
each  other. 

The  chief  produ&ion  of  the  iflatid  Celebes 
is  rice,  of  which .  it  yields  more  than  a  fuf- 
ficiency  to  maintain  its  own  inhabitants, 
though  they  are  very  numerous;  but  it  is 
■not  fo  good  as  the  Java  rice.  Much  cotton 
is  likewife  produced,  of  which  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  make  women’s  drefles,  which  are  held 
to  be  the  fiiieft  of  all  India 

«  *  Thefe  garments  are  called  cambajs ;  they  are  red 
checquered,  mixed  with  blue,  but  dull  coloured ;  they  reach 
from  head  to  foot,  and  are  often  fold  from  fix  to  ten  Spanifh 
dollars  a-piece.’  The  Bouginefe  often  import  cotton  from  the  ' 
iiland  Bali,  both  raw  and  fpun  into  yarn  :  at  Bali  they  do  not 
underftand  packing  cotton,  but  fluff  it  in  baikets.  The 
Bouginefe  likewife  manufa&ure  beautiful  filk  belts,.‘in  which 
they  fix  their  knifes ;  alfo  a  kind  of  paper,  from  the  inner  bark 
of  a  fmall  tree,  in  which  they  wrap  their  fine  cambays;  they 
■  often  dye  this  paper  of  various  colours,  and  export  much  of  it 
to  Manilla,  and  many  other  places it  refembles  the  Otaheite 
doth.  They  make  fire  arms,  but  cannot  make  gunlocksf 
they  alfo  call  fmall  brafs  guns,  which  they  call  rantakka ;  the 
larger  rantakka  is  about  fix  feet  long,  and  carries  a  half-pound 
ball.  They  are  curious  in  fillagree  work,  both  in  gold  and 
filver.  Captain  Forrest  was  informed,  that  they  failed  is 
their  paduakans,  or  prows,  to  the  northern  parts  of  New  IM- 
'land,  probably  Carpcntaria-Bxy,  to  gather  fea-fwallow  (bicbs 
de  mer),  which  they  fell  to  the  annual  Chinefe  junk.at  Macaber  ; 
they  faid  alfo  that  gold  was  to  begot  there.  T. 
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Gold  is  likewife  found  in  the  kingdom  of 
Loshoe ,  and  in  the  eaftern  parts  of  theifland, 
which  is  partly  colle&ed  for  the  Company 
at  Gorcntalo. 

The  flavetrade  is  ialfo  much  profecuted 
"here,  moft  of  the  eaftern  fettlements,  .Bata¬ 
via,  and  Java,  being  provided  with  flaves 
from  Celebes .  '  They  •  are,  in  general,  kid¬ 
napped,  and  fold  in  fecret  to  the  Europeans, 
who  carry  them  away  in  their  Ihips  *. 

Of  the  various  nations  who  inhabit  Celebes , 
the  Bonians,  or  Bouginefe  -j-,  and  the  Ma.- 
cafters,  are  the  moft:  known ;  the  latter  are  . 
the  moft  conftderable  of  thofe  who  have  been 
forced  by  the  arms  of  the  Company  to  enter 
into  alliance  with  them  $  their  lands  likewife 
lie  near  thofe  of  the  Company,  and  they  are, 
therefore,  better  known  in  hiftory,  than  the 
more  diftant  kingdoms  and  nations. 

The  Bouginefe,  at  prefent  the  moft  pow<* 
crful  nation  in  Celebes ,  thdugh  a  century  ago 

*  About  one  hundred  (laves  are  annually  purchafed  at 
Macajftr  by  the  Dutch  Company,  for  their  own  ferviSe,  and 
conveyefiTtr “Batavia  5  the  whole  remainder  of  this  iniquitous 
traffic  is  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals  and  free  inhabitants 
pf  thofe  two  places.  T. 

f  Called,  in  general,  BuggeJJes  by  the  Englifh.  (T. 

n  3  they 
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tbiey  came  in  no  companion  with  the  Ma- 
caffers,  who  were  then  the  moil  celebrated 
and  potent  nation  of  the  illand,  are  of  a  mid-, 
die  ftature,  Strong,  and  mufcular,  and  of  a 
lightbrown  complexion ;  there  are  fome  of 
them  who  are  even  nearly  as  fair  as  Euro¬ 
peans,  especially  among  the  women,  who 
have  p  leafing  countenances,  except  that 
their.nofes  are  rather  flattifh. 

The  Macaffers,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
not  fo  handlome,  but  have  a  more  manly 
and  more  martial  appearance  ;  they  polfels 
likewife  more  courage,  and  are  greater  ene¬ 
mies  of  treachery,  while  the  Bouginele  will 
never  attack  their  adverfaries  openly,  but 
always  endeavour  to  deftroy  them  by  trea¬ 
chery:  they  will  even  take  away  the  lives, 
of  fuch  as  have  never  offended  them,  if  they 
can  do  it  without  being  difcovered,  be  it 
only,  as  they  Slightingly- lay,  to  try  whether 
their  knifes  are  good  ;  to  which  diabolical 
temper  the  Europeans  at  Macafer  often  be¬ 
come,  the  victims,  as  even  happened  during 
my  very  Ihort  hay  there. 

Their  knifes  and  alfagays  are,  in  general, 
poifoned,  as  are  likewife  the  little  darts 
which 
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which  they  blow  through  their  fampits,  or 
wooden  tubes. 

Their  drefs  conlifts  in  a  piece  of  cotton 
cloth,  red  or  blue,  wound  round  the  body, 
and  drawn  tight  between  the  legs.  The 
upper  part  of  the  body  is  naked.  Upon  the 
head  they  wear  a  piece  of  cotton,  like  an 
handkerchief,  with  which  they  cover  their 
hair,  which  is  very  long,  and  quite  black. 
Neither  men,  nor  women,  fuffer  any  hair  to 
grow  upon  any  other  parts  of  the  body ;  but, 
as  is  cuftomary  with  all  the  Mahomedans  in 
India,  they,  pluck  it  out,  by  the  roots,  as 
foon  as  it  appears. 

Their  food  is  rice,  filh,  and  pifang,  and 
their  drink  water,  though  they  have  like-* 
wife  fagw'ire ,  or  palmwine. 

The  Bouginefe  women  are,  in  general, 
much  handfomer  than  thofe*of  any  other 
Indian  nation.  There  are  fome  among 
them,  who,  for  the  contour  of  their  faces,’ 
would  be  efteetned  beauties  even  in  Europe  ; 
and  did  they  but  poffels  the  lilies  and  rofes 
of  our  northern  fair,  they  would  be  equal  to 
the  handfomeft  of  the  fex.  They  are  all 
moft  ardently  addidied  to  the  fenfual  pleafure$ 
pf  love  j  and,  goaded  on  by  the  hotted:  fires 
4  of 
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of  luff,  are  ingenious  in  every  refinement  of 
amorous  enjoyment ;  on  this  account,  the- 
Bouginefe  girls  are  preferred  throughout  the 
eaft,  for  concubines,  both  by  Europeans 
and  by  Indians.  Mr.  van  Pleuren,  who 
had  refided  here  for  eight  years,  and  feveral 
other  credible  people,  informed  me,  that 
among  thefe  women,  and  thofe  of  Macajfer , 
were  many  who,  in  common  with  fome  of 
the  Portuguefe  women  at  Batavia ,  poffeffed 
the  fecret  of  being  able,  by  certain  herbs  and 
other  means,  to  difqualify  their  inconftant 
lovers  from  repeating  the  affront  to  them, 
irifomuch,  that  the  offending  part  Ihrunk 
entirely  away;  with  other  circumffances, 
which  decency  requires  that  I  fhould  fup- 
prefs. 

The  religion  univerfally  received  here,  is 
that  of  Mahomet,  which  allows  the  men 
four  legal  wives,  if  they  can  maintain  them  ; 
hut  if  they  do  not  like  each  other,  they 
feparate  with  as  much  eafe  as  they  before 
became  united. 

Their  burials  are  performed  ^without 
-much  ceremony :  the  body  is  wrapped  in  a 
piece  of  white  linen,  and  laid  in  the  grave, 
upon  which  fome  fweetfcented  flowers  are 
ftrewn. 
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Hrewn,  and  two  Hones  erected,  one  at  the 
head,  and  the  other  at  the  feet. 

This  is  the  whole  of  what  the  fhortnefs  of' 
my  Hay  allowed  me  to  col  left  relpefting  the 
charafters  and  cuftoms  of  thefe  people,  fo 
renowned' throughout  the  eaft  *. 

Fort 

*  “  The  Macaflers  and  Bugguefs  people,  who  come  an- 
“  nually  to  trade  at  Sumatra ,  are  looked  upon  by  the  inhabi- 
“  tants  as  their  fuperrers  in  manners ;  the  Malays  affeft  to 
“  copy  their  ftyle  ■  of  drefs,  and  frequent  allufions^  to  their 
“  feats  and  achievements  are  made  in  their  fongs.  Their  re- 
“  putation  for  courage,  which  certainly  furgafles  that  of  all 
“  others  in  the  eaftern  feas,  acquires  them  this  flattering  dif-1 
“  tinftion;  they  alfo  derive  part  of  the  refpeft  Jhewed  them, 
**  from  the  richnefs  of  the  cargoes  they  import,  and  the  fpirit 
“  with  which  they  fpend  the  produce.*’  MarspeiPs  Su¬ 
matra ,  page  T74. 

The  Bugguefies  are  a  high-fpirited  people,  and  deferve  the 
character  given  of  Malays  in  general  by  M.  Poxy  re,  in  his 
Travels  of  a  Philofopher :  “  fond  of  adventures,  emigration, 
“  and  capable  of  undertaking  the  moil  dangerous  enterprifes.” 
The  word  Bugguefs  has  become,  amongft  Europeans  in  the 
eaft  of  India,  an  expreffion  Aeaning  the  fame  as  foldier,  juft 
sis  fepoy  is  in  the  weft.  The  people  of  Celebes  are  very  in„ 
duftrious;  they  are  alfo  adventurous  merchants}  their  prows 
go  weftward  to  Bencoolen,  Malacca ,  and  as  far  as  Achten  *and 
Queda,  northggrd  to  Manilla,  and  fouthvvard  to  New  Holland 
and  the  Btigguefles  often  find  their  way  to  the  Spice-iflands,  in 
jfpite  of  the  vigilance  of  the  Dutch.  The  Bugguefles  write 
lheir  language  from  left  to  right,  in  a  chara&er  peculiar  to 
themfelves  :  on  the  feacoaft  they  univerfally  fpeak  the  Malay 
longue,  and  have  many  Malay  phrafes  in  their  language.  The 
laws 
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Fort  Rotterdam ,  which  was  built  by  the 
Macaffers,  with  the  affiftance-  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  lies  about  eight  hundred  feet  from 
the  beach,  oppofite  to  the  road,  -  where  ,  a 
pierhead  extends,  which  ferves  for  unload-, 
ing  of  the  Ihips,  and  clofe  to  which  there  is 
fifteen  or  fixteen  feet  water." 

The  plan  of  this  fort  has; been  publilhed 
in  the  Lives  of  the  Governors  General  of  In¬ 
dia,  and  the  ichnography  of  it  remains  ex¬ 
actly  the  fame. 

The  church  has  been  neatly  rebuilt  a  few 
years  ago,  and  has  room  for  two  hundred 
perfons.  The  feat  of  the  governor  is  wholly., 
gilt,  and  is  under  a  canopy,  oppofite  to  the  . 
pulpit. 

The  walls  of  'the  fortrefs  are  high  and 
ftrong,  and  conftrudled  of  rockflone.  With¬ 
out  the  landgate  there  is  a  large  plain,  on 
the  north  fide  of  which  is  .lituated  the  negree, 
or  village,  called  Vlaardingen ,  where  moft 
of  the  Europeans  refide.  The  flreets  crols 
each  other  at  right  angles,  pointing  to  the 

laws  of  the  inhabitants  of  Qletes  are  adminftereth'secording  to 
old  cuftoms,  handed  down  from  their  anceftors,  and  retained  in 
the  memory  of  their  old  men  (cran  tuo)  ;  though,  in  fomc 
parts,  they  are  committed  to  writing:  in  dubious  cafes  they 
refer  to  the  Koran,  if  applicable.  T, 
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four  cardinal  points  :  moft  of  them  are 
broad,  and  formed  of  tolerably  good-looking 
houfes.  At  the  end  of  one  of  them,  Hands 
the  orphan-houfe,  which  is  a  large,  but  very 
ruinous,  building.  The  Chineie  all  live  to¬ 
gether  here,  in  one  ftreet,  which  is  named 
after  them.  Though  it  is  called  the  negree, 
or  village,  it  rather  deferves  the  appellation 
of  town.  It  is  palifadoed  all  round,  and  is, 
at  night,  clofed  by  gates,  where  a  watch 
is  conftantly  kept. 

Without  the  village  of  Vlaardingen,  to  the 
|outh,  there  is  a  row  of  buildings,  which, 
bound  it  on  that  fide,  and  where  likewife 
the.  houfe  of  the  governor  Hands  at  prefent. 
The  Bouginefe  and  Malay  campons  are  not 
far  from  it. 

The  campon  Baro ,  where  mofi:  of  the 
natives,'  and  fome  Europeans,  live,  is  fouth 
of  the  fort :  there  are  likewife  a  few  brick 
houfes  in  it. 

Between  it  and  the  fort  is  the  burying-- 
ground,  where  every  European  of  any  con- 
fideratioru  has  a  iepgrate  grave,  with  a 
tombftone  over  it,  ftuccoed  white,  and  in¬ 
ferred  with  the  names  of  thofe  who  lie 
buried  there,  or  to  whom  the  grave  belongs. 

The 
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The  fervxces  of  religion  were  administered 
b y  a  clergyman  of  the  name  of  De  Graaf? 
a  moft  excellent  man,  and  one  of  the  heft 
whom  I  met  with  in  all  India.  He  was  an 
enemy  to  all  diffention ;  lie  eeafed  not,  a? 
long  as  any  difcord  reigned  between  any  of 
the  members  of  the  congregation,  to  which 
he  was  a  faithful  paftor,  before  he  had  con¬ 
ciliated  matters,  and  yet  he  was  never  found 
to  intermeddle  in  affairs  that  did  not  become 
him.  He  was  wholly  free  from  that  fpiritual 
pride,  which  is  pbfervable  in  fo  many  of  the 
facerdotal  order.  In  cooverfation  he  wa§ 
friendly  and  amiable;  never  dogma tical? 
and  never  inclined  to  condemn  his  fellow- 
mortals.  In  company  he  was  both  pleafant 
and  inftrudtive ;  and  nothing  indecorous,  or 
incompatible  with  purity  of  morals,  wa§ 
ever  heard  when  he  was  prefent.  In  fhort, 
he  was  a  man  who,  as  far  as  could  be  judged 
from  his  actions,  fought,  in  .every  refpedt,  to 
follow  the  golden  rule?  of  loving  God  and  his 
neighbour.  I  have  given  a  more  ample 
{ketch  of  this  worthy  man’s  character,  as  i| 
is  very  rare  that  *fuch  miniffers  of  the  gofpej 
are  met  with  in  India. 

The  otjice  pf  governor  is  here  p  very  in* 
tricatp 
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tricate  and  important  one.  The  concerns  of 
the  Company,  yihich,  in  all  their  other  fettle- 
ments,  except  Ternate ,  are  confined^  to  the 
fpeculations  of  commerce,  are  here  of  a 
very  different  nature.  Confidered  fuperfi- 
cially,  Macafer  has  been  a  prejudicial  efta- 
blifhment,  as  it  is  an  annual  charge  upon 
the  Company  of  ninety  thoufand  gilders; 
but  if  we  confider  it '  more  attentively,  it  is 
one  of  thofe  poffeffions  which  are  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  the  Company,  for  the 
prefervation  of  .  their  exclusive  fpice-trade. 
The  fituation  of  Celebes ,  in  the  proximity  of 
the  iflands  which  produce  thofe  invaluable 
articles,  the  power  of  the  nations  who  in¬ 
habit  it,  and  their  bent  towards  navigation 
and  commerce,  early  induced  them  to  enter 
into  this ‘trade,  even  long  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Europeans  in  thefe  regions.  They 
carried  the  Ipices  they  obtained  to,  the  then 
emporiums,  Bantam  and  Malacca ,  where 
they  were  fetched  by  other  merchants  from 
the  weft  of  India,  and  being  conveyed  by 
the  Red  Sea  to  Alexandria ,  or  by  caravans  to 
Aleppo ,  they  finally  found  their  way  to  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Exclufive  of  the  jealouly  which  the  Com¬ 
pany 


t  *9*  3 

pany  muft  naturally  have  entertained  of 
thefe  competitors  in  their  fpice-trade,  a 
further,  motive  for  apprehenfion  prefented 
itlelf  in  the  attempts  made  by  the  Portu- 
guefe,  their  hereditary  enemies,  to  eftablith 
themfelves  here ;  by  which  the  Dutch  pof- 
feffions  in  the  Moluccas ,  and  neighbouring 
iflands,  would  continually  run  the  rifk,  upon 
the  leaft  change  of  fortune,  of  being  wrefted 
from  them,  or  at  leaft  kept  in  a  conftant 
ftate  of  alarm  and  difquiet. 

This  at  Xaffc  produced  a  determination  in 
them,  to  remove  the  evil  at  once  ;  in  which 
they  very  happily  fucceeded,  in  the  year 
1667,  under  the  conduct  of  Governor 
Speelman,  ;as  general;  when,  among 
other  advantages.  Fort  Rotterdam  was  ceded 
to  them,  which  before  bore  the  name  of 
Oedjongpandang ,  corruptly  called  by  us  Jan 
Randan  * ;  but  we  muft  confider  that  the 
war  was  then  only  waged  againft  the.  Ma-' 
caffers,  or  the  kingdom  of  Goacb ,  and  that 
the  princes  of  Boni,  Soping ,  &c.  were  at  that 

*  Fort  Rotterdam  was  fo  called  from,  the  birthplace  of  its 
conqueror,  Speelman ;  the  Macafler  name,  Oedjong  Pandang , 
implies  the  point  of  a  facred  leaf,  and,  the  fpot  is  efteemed 
holy  by  the  natives,  V. 
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time  very  infignificant,  and  had  united 
•  themfelves  to  the  Company  by  the  famous 
"  Boni  contract,  which  was  concluded  .on  the 
1 8th  of  November,  1667,  and  to  which  the 
MacafTers  were  afterwards  compelled  equal¬ 
ly  to  accede.  Since  that  time  the  lyftem  of 
policy  adopted  by  the  Company  has  been 
to  exalt  Boni ,  and  to  humble  Goach  ;  and  in 
later  times  this'  conduct  became  the  lource 
of  many  wars. 

But  in  order  to  throw  more  light  upon  the 
affairs  of  Macajfer ,  it  is  neceffary  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  principal  kingdoms  and* 
flates  of  Celebes ,  and  to  have  a  Iketch  of  their 
hiftory  down  to  the  prefent  time.  A  manu- 
fcript  on  this  fubjedt  has  fallen  into  my 
hands,  which  Mr.  Blok,  formerly  governor 
of  Macajfer^  compofed  from  authentic  re¬ 
cords,  and  continued  down  to  his  time,  that 
is,  till  1759  :  in  order,  however,  not  to  re¬ 
peat  too  much  of  what  Valentyn  may 
already  have  written,  whole  account  of 
Macajfer  I  have  not  by  me,  I  lhall  only 
{late  the  moll  prominent  parts  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  Celebes  fxnce  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


decount  of  the  Kingdom  of  Mac  asser. — Their 
ancient  traditions . — Sketch  of  their  Hijlory. — 
Oath  of  Fidelity  to  the  Company  taken  by  the 
Kings  of  Bon  i  and  of  Goach. — Conftitution  of 
Goach. — Laws.  Religion.-— Former  Projpe- 

rity  of  the  Macajfers . — Kingdom  of  Tel  to. — 
■OfS  andkaeony. 

/jpHE  empire  or  kingdom  of  Macafer, 
■which,  before  the  conqueft  of  it  by  the 
Dutch,  was  fo  clofely  united  with  thofe  of 
'Telia  and  Sandrabony ,  that  it  made,  as  it 
Were,  but  one  ftate,  extended  along  the  fea- 
coaft,  from  Boeteboele ,  in  the  bay  of  Bom,  to 
the’  point  of  Lajfem  (called  Lajfoa ,  in  our 
maps),  and  thence  weftward  to  the  point  of 
Tour  at  ti, .  or  Tanakeke,  and  along  the  weft 
coaft,  northward,  to  Tanette ,  or  Aganopdje, 
and  reached  inland  as  far  as  Boni  and 
Roping, ,  through  the  whole  of  which,  the 
original  language  of  the  Macaffers  then  pre¬ 
vailed.  , 

The  kings  of  Goach  and  Telia  are  both 
called 
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Called  kings  of  Mccajfer ,  although  each  is  a 
feparate  ftates,  taking  their  names  from  their 
refpeftive  capitals,  Goack  and  ’Tello. 

The  ancient  fabulous  traditions  of  Ma - 
coffer,  according  to  a  manufcript,  tranflated 
out  of  their  language,  of  which  I  had  the 
perufal,  make  mention  of  four  kings,  before 
the  coming  of  Toemanoerong,  which  fig^ 
nines,  one  defended  from  heaven. 

It  happened,  as  thefe  traditions  relate,  at 
a  certain  time,  after  the  death  of  thefe  four 
kings,  that  a  beautiful  woman,  adorned  with 
a  chain  of  gold,  defcended  from  heaven* 
and  was  acknowledged  by  the  Macaffers  for 
their  queen,  under  the  aforefaid  denomina¬ 
tion  of  Toemanoerong. 

Upon  hearing  the  report  of  the  appear¬ 
ance  upon  earth  of  this  celeftial  beauty,  the 
king  of  Bantam  went  thither,  and  fought 
her  hand  in  marriage,  though  he  had  before 
wedded  a  princefs  of  Bontam.  His  fuit  was 
granted,  and  a  fon  was  begotten  in  this 
marriage,  of  whom  Toemanoerong  was 
two  or  three  years  pregnant,  fo  that  the 
child  could  both  walk  - and  talk,  imme¬ 
diately  after  he  was  born ;  but  he  was 
vol.  n.  o  very 
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very  much  diftorted  in  fhape.  His  name 
was  Tqema-Salingaberieng.  When  he 
was  grown  up,  he  broke  the  chain  of  gold, 
which  his'  mother  had  brought  with  her 
from  heaven,  in  two  pieces,  after  which, 
Hie,  together  with  her  huflband,  and  his 
brother,  vaniftted  in  a  moment,  taking  with 
her  the  one  half  of  the  chain,  and  leaving 
the  other,  and  the  empire,  to  her  fon.  This 
chain,  which  the  Mac  afters  fometimes  fay 
is  heavy,  fometimes,  light,  at  one  time,  dark 
coloured,  and  at  another,  bright, -was  ever 
afterwards  one  of  the  principal  regalia  of 
the  kings  of  Goach ,  till  in  the  revolution 
of  Crain  Bontalancas,  it  was  ’loft,  as 
1  was  informed,  together  with  feveral.  other 
regal  iniignia. 

The  manufcript  I  alluded  to,  traces  the 
origin  of  the  princes  of  Goach  from  this 
fon  of  Toemanoerong,  who,  together  with 
his' three  fucceffors,  it  is  added,  did  not  die, 
but  vanifhed  in  the  fame  manner  as  their 
parents  ;  and  the  eighteenth  king  after  him 
began  his  reign  under  the  name  of  Paducca 
Siri  Sultan  Shah  Badin -Ismael. 

Although  this  king  did  not  long  occupy. 

.  the. 
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the  throne,  he  waged  a  furious  war  againft 
the  king  of  Bon:,  who  was  reinforced  by  the 
arms  of  the  Company. 

He  was  depofed  by  the  nine  eftates  of  the 
country  of  Goach ,  and  they  elected  in  his 
Head  the  king  of  Tello,  who  was  called 
Mappa  Orangie,  but  as  king  of  Goach  he 
took  the  name  of  Paducca  Siri  Sultan 
Sira  Joudeen. 

In  the  year  1718,  the  Macaffer  prince, 
and  afterwards  famous  rebel,  Caraing,  or 
Crain  Bontalancas,  fled  from  Goacht 
having  killed  a  daughter  of  the  former  king, 
and  fought  an  afylum  among  the  Dutch, 
living,  under  the  Company’s  prote&ion,  in 
the  campon  Baro.  He  afterwards  went 
from  here  to  Sumba-wa ,  and  affifted  in  the 
war  which  raged  between  the  Sumbawers 
and  Balicrs,  in  which?  the  king  of  the  for¬ 
mer  was  killed*  He  wedded  the  daughter 
of  this  prince,  who  was  afterwards  queen 
of  Sumbawa,  and  whofe  mother,  marrying 
with  the  king  of  Goach ,  perfuaded  her 
daughter  to  be  divorced  from  Crain  Bon¬ 
talancas,  and  to  marry  a  prince  of  Sum - 
bawa. 

In  theyeari  724,  the  king,  SiraJoudeen, 
o  2  gave 
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gave  tip  entirely  to  his  Ion  the  kingdom  of 
T ello,  and  taking  upon  himfelf  the  foie  ad- 
miniflration  of  that  of  Gooch,  foonr  gave  fo 
much. umbrage  to  the  Macaffer  princes,  and 
efpecially  to  Bontalancas,  that  the  latter, 
who  was  become  both  furious  and  defperate, 
from  his  forcible  reparation  from  his  wife, 
formed  a  refolution  of  taking  ample  revenge 
upon  the  king.  In  order  to  com  pafs  this 
purpofe,  he  procured,  not  only  feveral  of 
the  difcontented  Macaffer  princes,  but  like- 
wife  many  Bouginefe  of  high  rank,  to  take 
part  in  his  confpiracy  ;  and  he  afterwards 
entered  into  the  moft  folemn  engagement 
with  the  famous  pirate  Aroe  Soenkang, 
and  his  captain  Touass a,  to  dethrone  the 
kings  of  Goach  and  Boni,  and  wholly  to  expel 
the  Dutch  from  Celebes . 

Accordingly  he  kindled  the  flames  of  war, 
in  the  year  1734,  in  Bantam,  _  whence  they 
loon  fpread  far  and  wide.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  war,,  Bontalancas  gained  many 
advantages,  and  made  fo  much  impreffion 
upon  the  king  of  Goach ,  that  .on  the  5th  of 
November,  1735,  he  fled  from  Goach  to 
fZ "ello  ;  upon  which  the  Macaffer  eftates  im*> 
mediately  eleded  his  grandfon,  furnamed. 

.  Malawangese 
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Malawanoese  Abdul  Haerman  Shoes, 
twentieth  king  of  Goach .  But  he  likewife 
was  forced  to  yield  to  the  arms  of  the  rebels, 
and  abandon  his  capital,  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  taken  pofTeffion  of  by  Crain  Bon- 
TALAncas  *,  while  the  king,  together  with 
a  confiderable  number  of  Macaffers,  fled  as 
far  as  Fort  Rotterdam,  where,  in  the  year 
1739,  he  put  bimfelf  under  the  prote&ion 
of  the  Company. 

Grain  Bontalancas,  being  mafter  of 
the  country  of  Wadjo ,  and  of  part  of  the 
kingdom  of  Boni,  came  down,  a  fhort  tiirue 
before,  to  the  northern  provinces  of  the 
Company,  and  caufed  himfelf  to  be  inftalled 
king  of  Goach. 

Soon  afterwards,  he  fummoned  Fort  Rot¬ 
terdam,  in  the  name  of  the  three  united 
empires  of  Boni,  Goach ,  and  Wadjo.  But 
the  governor  not  being  fpeedy  enough  in 
his  determination,  the  whole  force  of  Goach 
and  Wadjo  foon  appeared  upon  the  plain  ber 
fore  the  fort.  The  garrifon,  reinforced  by 
a  body  of  Bouginefe,  who  were  attached  to 
the  Company,  and  by  the  Company’s  fub- 
jefts,  marched  againli:  the  enemy  the  fame 
day,  being  the  1 6th  of  May,  1739,  and  fall* 

■  p  3  ing 
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ing  upon  them  with  great  fury,  foon  put 
them  to  flight,  and  throwing  up  a  battery  of 
fixteen  pieces  of  cannon,  where  a  good,  num¬ 
ber  of  them  took  poft,  they  returned  in  tri¬ 
umph  to  the  fort. 

The  enemy,  on  the  other  hand,  in¬ 
trenched  themfelves  againft  us,  and  daily 
fkirmifhes  took  place,  till  on  the  14th  of 
July,  when  the  country  being  fufficiently 
dry,  that  the  artillery  could  be  tranfported, 
the  garrifon  made  another  dally,  and  being 
joined  by  their  Bouginefe  allies,  and  other 
auxiliaries,  together  with  the  Company’s 
fubjedts  and  the  Macafler  refugees  before- 
mentioned,  they  fell  upon  the  enemy,  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  July,  by  fur- 
prize,  and  after  an  ob  ft  mate  refiftan.ee,  and 
ar  bloody  battle,  which  lafted  till  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  they  gained  a  complete 
victory. 

This  victory  was  of  the  greater  import¬ 
ance,  as  by  it  the  treacherous  hopes  of  the 
Macafler  refugees  were  frustrated;  for 
though  they  had  joined  our  troops,  they 
were  alrnoft  all  inclined  to  the  rebel  party, 
and  had  concerted  with  their  chief,,  that,  as 
foon  as  the  balance  turned  the  lea  ft  in  his 
favour, 
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favour,  they  would  join  him,  and  turn  them- 
felves  againft  us. 

Three  days  after  this,  when  the  rebels 
again  tried  their  chance,  they  w’ere  beat 
anew,  and  put  to  flight  by  our  troops,  leav¬ 
ing  behind  them  many  dea<f  and  wounded. 
Crain  Bontalancas,  who  had  thrown 
himfelf  into  Goach  with  all  his  troops,  was 
himfelf  wounded.  Our  men  purfued  them 
hotly,  and  at  three  -o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  they  came  before  the  town,  and  im¬ 
mediately  threw  up  fome  batteries,  which 
were  ready  in  the  evening,  and  played  with 
lb  much  effehl  during  the  night,  that  at 
four  o’clock  the  next  morning  our  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  Admiral  Shout,  received 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
the  town,  and  had  fled  to  the  mountains ; 
by  which  the  war,  on  this  flde  of  Celebes , 
was  put  an  end  to.  The  regalia  of  Goach 
were  immediately  cohered,  and,  together 
with  the  kingdom  of  Macajfer ,  were  re¬ 
stored  to  the  monarch  who  had  lalt  fled 
from  Goach,  Abdul  Haerman  §hoer,  and 
to  the  regent  of  the  empire. 

Molt  of  the  adherents  of  Crain  Bonta¬ 
lancas  then  camp  in,  *and  fubmiffively  en- 
p  4  treated 
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treated  for  pardon.  Among  them,  was  a 
man  of  upwards  of  a  hundred  years  of  age. 
Chain  Alamanpang,  a  younger  brother 
of  Crain  Pomliaan,  who  had  been  a  fu¬ 
gitive  of  the  former  century.  On  furren¬ 
dering  his  kris,  he  fpoke  as  follows  : 

“  I  have  beheld  this  city  of  Goach ,  in  its 
“  proudefl  luftre,  when  it  ruled  over  the 
“  whole  ifland  of  Celebes  ;  I  afterwards  was 
“  a  witnefs  to  its  firft  humiliation,  when 
we  were  fubdued  by  the  Company  ;  it  was 
then  thought  its  fame  and  honour  were 
“  greatly  tarnifhed,  yet  it  was  ft  ill  populous 
“  andrefpe&edj  but  now  I  look  around  me, 
<£  and  behpld  nought  but  ruins  and  difho- 
nour.  I  furrendered  my  kris,  the  firft 
“  time  at  Samboepo ,  once,  more  at  Sour ab  ay  a, 
“  and  now  here,  for  the  third  time,  to  the 
“  conquering  arms  of  the  Company ;  leave 
“  to  an  old  naan  now  the  only  confolation 
“  that  remains — to  die  in  peace.” 

•  He  received  a  free  pardon,  and  his  kris 
was  reftored  to  him. 

A  fhiort  time  afterwards,  intelligence  was 
received  that  Crain  Bontalancas  had 
died  of  his  wounds. 

King  Abdul  Haerman  Shoer  dying 

"  8B 
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on  the  27th  of  July,  1742,  in  the  feven- 
teenth  yeas  of  his  age,  his  brother,  Mafpa 
Babassa,  a  child  of  eight  years  o}d,  was 
chofen  fucceffor  to  the  crown  of  Goach,  -un¬ 
der  the  guardianfhip  of  the  regent,  Crain 
Mad  jennang.  Nothing  material  occurred 
during  his  reign.  He  died  on  the  21ft  of 
December,  1753,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
fon  Amas  Madina,  ftirnamed  Pattema 
Tharie,  who  was  the  twenty-fecond  king 
of  Goach ,  and  in  the  yrear  1758,  was  re¬ 
named  Battara  Goach,  by  the  regent, 
who  was,  at  the  fame  time,  his  grand-2 
father. 

Thus  far  the  manufcript  of  Mr.  Blok. 
What  follows,  was  related  to  me  at  Ma- 
cajfer. 

After  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  the 
regency  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  uncle  of 
king  Battara.  This  man,  urged  by  the 
ambition  of  enjoying  the  crown  himfelf, 
cauled  fo  much  vexation  to  his  nephew  and 
Sovereign,  that  the  latter  abandoned  his 
kingdom  and  Celebes ,  and  fled  to  the  weft- 
ward,  no  one  knew  whither. 

But  the  regent,  feeing  that  matters  were 
/tot  yet  fufficiently  ripe,  nor  the  nobles  of 
Qoacb 
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Coach  properly  prepared  to  .admit  of  his 
ufurping  the  crown  himfelf,  contrived  that 
a  younger  brother  of  the  king  fhould  be 
exalted  to  the  throne  ;  whofe  life,  how* 
ever,  he  equally  found  means  to  embitter 
jib  much,  that  he  alfo  quitted  his  dignity 
and  country  in  defpair  *.  Upon  this,  the 
.artful  regent  was  confecrated  king,  and  he 
took  upon  himfelf,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
office,  of  regent,  or  prime  minifter,  in  or-, 
der  to  avoid  another’?  playing  the  fame  part 
which,  he  had  afied  before. 

-  This  prince  was  on  the  throne  in  the 
year  1775,  when  I  was  there.  He  was 
defcribed  to  me  as  a  very  wife  monarch, 
who  diftributed  impartial  juftice  to  his  fub- 
je£ts,  and  kept  a  watchful  eye  over  all  the 
foreign  relations  of  his  country  ;  efpecially 
pver  the  kingdom  of  Beni,  for  which,  in 


*  Jt  was  in  the  year  .1767,  that  the  king  of  Goach,  thinking 
tnrrvfelf  infgcure  on  his  throne,  abandoned  his  kingdom,  and 
'fled  to  Mima ,  where  he  was  overtaken  and  fent  to  Batavia. 
He  was  a  weak  and  pufillanimous  prince,  and  preferred  a 
petition  to  the  Dutch  government  that  he  might  be  exiled  to 
p/ylott,  where  he  lived  for  many  years,  iij  the  caftle  of  Colemiat 
receiving  a  monthly  allowance  of  fifty  rixdollars  (about  130 /, 
fterling  per  annum)  from  the  <5om.pany.  Httyfers  hefebryving 
l&f  Oojl  -JtfJi/cbe  Eta^i^ttietttgu,  page  42.  T, 

com  mori 
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common  with  all  the  other  kings  of  Goach , 
.  he  entertained  the  moft  inveterate  hatred  $ 
*  for  its  prefent  profperity  and  power  were 
founded  upon  the  decline  and  ruin  of  Ma- 
■Cajfer.  An  equally  deeprooted  mutual  hate 
exifts  at  Bom,  where  they  leave  nothing 
untried,  by  means  of  their  more  ftridt  con¬ 
nexions  with  the  Company,  to  humble  the 
power  of  Macajfer ,  and  render  its  fidelity 
fufpeflted. 

An  inftance  hereof  occurred  in  the  year 
1770,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  prefent  go¬ 
vernor  of  Macajfer ,  Mr.  van  dee  Voort„ 
The  king  of  Bern,  having  received  informa- 
'  tion  that  a  new  governor  was  expeXed  from 
■Batavia,  caufed  an  intimation  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  king  of  Goach ,  by  a  third  or 
fourth  hand,  that  one  of  the  fugitive  princes 
was  coming  over  with  the  governor,  who  w?s 
to  be  reftored  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors, 
while  the  ufurper  would  be  taken  priioner, 
and  fent  into  banifhment.  In  order  to  effect 
the  latter  purpofe,  it  was  alleged,  that  the 
opportunity  would  be  availed  of,  when  the 
king  of  1 Gsach,  according  to  ancient  cufiom, 

.  came  to  renew  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
Company, 
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Company,  upon  the  accefiion  of  a  new  go¬ 
vernor  *. 

Thjs  prince,  deceived  hereby,  came,  at 
the  appointed  time,  to  Fort  Rotterdam ,  not 
with  his  ufual  fuite,  but  accompanied- by 
five  or  fix  thoufand  well-armed  men,  and 
refufed  to  enter  the  walls  of  the  fortrels 
without  thefe  troops,  faying,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  reafon  why  he  came  in  this  man¬ 
ner  ;  but  when'  the  Company’s  fervants 

*  The  oath  of  fidelity,  and  alliance  to  the  Company,  is 
r-  taken  by  the  kings  of  Goacb  and  of  Bom,  with  the  following 
ceremonies  :  The  king,  dreffed  in  doth  of  gold,  and  wear¬ 
ing  the  chain  which  the  Company  have  prefented  to  him,  in 
token  of  alliance,  and  every  link  of  which  reprefen ts  a  flower 
made  of  maffy  gold,  with  a  medal  pendant  from  it,  with  the 
initial  letters  of  the  united  Eaft-India  Company  engraved  up¬ 
on  it,  prefents  himfelf  with  his  courtiers  and  lifeguards  at  the , 
government-houfe  in  Fort  Rotterdam,  His  attendants  firfl 
<lance  their  war-dance,  with  their  kriffes  and  affagay?.  A 
chapter  of  the  Koran,  relating  to,the  taking  of  oaths,  is  then 
read  to  the  king,  in  Arabian,  to  which  he  Mens  with  great  atten¬ 
tion  and  veneration.  He  then  folds  his  hands,  and  lays  them 
three  times  upon  the  book,  and  afterwards  upon  his  head. 
Next  he  takes  his  kris  of  Gate,  and  dipping  the  poigt  of  it  5»  ' 
a  filver  horn  of  water,  flirs  it  about  with  it,  and  lets  a  few 
drops  which  remain  upon  the  point  fall  upon  his  tongue; 
by  which  the  oath  is  completed,  in  the  moil  fohemn  man- 
per ?  9. 

pointed 
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pointed  out  to  him  the  groundleffnels  of  his 
•  iufpicions,  and  the  evident  fallity  of  his  in¬ 
formation,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  lay 
afide  his  diftruft,  and  every  thing  palled  off 
without  further  difficulty  ;  fo  that  the  king 
of  Boni  was  difappointed  in  his  objedh 
Yet  the  king  was  fo  fearful,  and  upon  his 
guard,  at  the  feaft  which  the  governor 
gave  that  day  to  the  native  princes,  that 
neither  he,  nor  his  attendants,  would  touch 
any  wine,  nor  any  of  the  provifions  which 
were  let  before  them. 

I  faw  this  prince  twice  ;  he  is  rather  cor-, 
pulent,  grave  in  his  appearance  and  conver- 
fation,  and  attentive  and  referved  in  his 
manners. 

The  king  of  Goach  is  not  an  absolute 
fovereign  :  he  is  fubjedt  to  the  laws  of  the 
land,  and  may  not  perfoi-m  any  important 
regal  fundtions,  without  the  concurrence 
and  approbation  of  the  body  of  nobility. 
Crimes  are  punifhed  according  to  laws,  and 
not  by  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  monarch. 
His  privy  counfellors  are  called  tomani  la - 
fangs. 

Every  negree,  or  townfhip,  has  a  chief, 
called 
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called  galaratig .*  this  rank  wag  inftkufed 
by  the  eighth  king  of  Goachy  in  the  begin-  . 
ning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  perhaps  at  the- 
inftance  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  firft  arrived 
at  Celebes ,  and  obtained  a  footing  there 
during  the  reign  of  that  king,  in  the  year( 
1512. 

His  fucceffor  appointed  and  regulated 
meafures  and  weights  for  general  ufe;  he 
fixed  prices  upon  the  articles  of  trade;  he 
manufactured  gunpowder,  and  firft  mounted, 
artillery  upon  the  walls  of  Goach.  He  af* 
c  ter  wards,  not  only  allowed  the  Malays  to 
fettle  in  his  ftates,  but,  together  with  other 
privileges,  he  granted  them  that  of  building 
a  temple,  and  openly  profeffing  the  Ma- 
homedan  faith.  This  religion  gained  fo 
much  ground  here,  that  the  Macaffers,  by 
means  of  the  Malays,  difpatched  an  era- 
baffy  to  Mecca,  to  fetch  a  Jtadja ,  or  pried, 
from  that  place,  for  the  purpofe  of  i n fir u Cl¬ 
ing  them  in  the  religion  of  the  Arabian 
itopofter,  which  w-as  at  laft  univerfally  efta- 
blilhed  throughout  the  Macaffer  empire,  in 
the  year  1603,  under  the  thirteenth  king, 

'  Sultan  Allah  Oubeen  ;  and  three  years 
afterwards 
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afterwards  they  forced  the  people  of  Boni 
equally  to  fubfcribe  to  the  doftrines  of  the 
,  Koran. 

The  power  of  'Macajfer  was  at  its  higheft 
pitch  about  the  middle  of  the  Iaft  centurv, 
when  its  princes  not  only  ruled  over  almoft 
the  whole  of  Celebes ,  but  had  like  wife  ren¬ 
dered  Loma,  Mandelly ,  Bima,  Tamhora,  Dora- 
po,  and  Sangar,  tributary  to  them,  and  had 
conquered  Bouton,  Bungay ,  Gapi,  the  Xulla 
iflands,  and  Sambmsoa.  They  moreover  held 
the  government  of  Saleyer ,  which  had  been 
given  to  Macajfer ,  by  Baab  Ullach,  king, 
of  Ternate ;  they  were  in  brief  alliance 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Ball,  and  coined  the 
firft  gold  coins,  which  were  probably  the 
gold  mas ,  of  the  value  of  fixty  Dutch 
ftivers. 

About  that  time  alfo,  the  alliance  be¬ 
tween  Goach  and  Tello  was  renewed ;  and 
thefe  two  hates  were  fo  firmly  united  to¬ 
gether,  that  it  was  a  common  faying,  that 
there  were  u  two  lords,  but  one  people.” 
By  the  articles  of  union,  it  was  fettled,  that 
all  levies  and  contributions  from  conquered 
provinces,  &c.  fhould  be  divided  into  five 
parts,  two  of  which  were  to  be  given  to 
Goacb , 
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Coach  ^  and  two  to  T'ello ,  while  the  fifth 
Ihould  fall  to  the  ffiare  of  the  eldeft  of  the 
two  kings ;  that  the  eldeft  of  the  king's 
ffiouid  'always  exercife  the  office  of  regent, 
cr  prime  mini  ft  er,  to  his' junior  colleague  ; 
that  they  ffiouid  both  be  equal  in  dignity  ; 
and,  laftlv,  that  they  ffiouid  both  enjoy  the 
title  of  fambanco,  fignifying  as  much  as 
emperor. 

The  empire  of  Macajfer  has  at  ‘prefen  t  fo 
much  declined,  under  the  influence  of  the 
powerful  arms,  and  the  artful  policy,  t>f  the 
.Company,  that  the  king  of  Boni  is  now 
much  fuperior  to  Goaeh ,  both  in  extent  of 
territory,  and  number  of  ffibje&s ;  although 
in  war  a  Macaffer  is  better  than  three 
Bouginefe,"  on  account  of  their  martial  cha¬ 
racter,  and  undaunted  courage,  which  not- 
withftanding  all  the  adverfities  which  have 
fallen  upon  them,  for  a  century  paft,  have 
never  been  fubdued,  or  diminiffied  *. 

It 


*  la  1778,  a  finifhing  ftroke  was  given  to  the  independ- 
ence,  and  power  of  refiftauce,  of  Goacb ;  the  reins  of  go¬ 
vernment  were,  at  that  time,  on  account  of  the  nonage  of  the 
king,  in  the  hands  of  his  mother,  queen  Radja  Polakka, 
a  woman  of  an  ambitious  and  intriguing  difpolitjon,  who, 

pro- 
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It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  kings 
o f^Macaffer  have  a  new  name  given  to 
them,  after  their  death,  and  that  their  fuc- 
ceffor  nuift  be  nominated  before  their  inter¬ 
ment. 

The  kingdom  of  Tello  -  was  bounded,  in 
the  year  1667,  to  the  north,  by  the  Coerees , 
two  iflands,  fituated  a  little  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  river  Mar  os,  and  to  the  fouth 
it  reached  as  far  as  Fort  Rotterdam.  The 
intimate  connexion  between  this  kingdom 
and  that  of  Goach ,  has  before  been  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  both  have,  in  confequence* 
participated  in  the  fame  changes  of  for¬ 
tune. 

The  ninth  king  oiTello ,  Abdal  Carie, 
died  in  January,  1709,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  his  fon,  Mappa  Orangie,  who  was 
eledied  king  of  Goach  in  the  year  1712,  and 
ruled  over  both  kingdoms  till  the  year 
1724,  \yhen  he  gave  up  that  of  Tel  to,  to  his 


probably  aiming  at  the  total  emancipation  of  her  country 
from  the  yoke  of  the  Company,  raifed  a  rebellion  againft 
it,  In  which  her  forces  were  fubdued,  the  city  of  Goach 
taken  by  affault,  its  fortifications  razed,  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  new  modelled,  fo  as  to  be  entirely  conformable  to  the 
views  of  the  conquerors.  fT, 

p  fon, 


von.  11. 
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fon,  Man  Radja,  or  Radja  Mouden.. 
To  him  fucceeded,  according  to  the  records 
of  the  Company,  but  in  what  year  is /not 
mentioned,  his  brother,  Mappa  Enga,  or 
Jappee  Oeden;  this  prince,  known  by  the; 
name  of  Crain  Tello,  was  the  grand¬ 
father,  and  regent,  of  the  king  of  Goach , 
in  the  year  1759,  and  an  inveterate  enemy 
of  the  Company.  After  his  death,  his 
daughter,  the  prefent  reigning  queen,  fuc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  crown. 

The  kingdom  of  Sandraboni,  lying  within 
the -bounds  of  Macajfer ,  on  the  weftern  coafl 
of  Celebes ,  between  the  Company’s  lands  at 
Galijfong  and  Poelonbanbeen,  is  frnall  in  ex¬ 
tent,  yet  independant  of  Goach.  In  the 
time  of  Toena  Parie,  king  of  Macajfer  * 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
the  queen  of  Sandraboni  entered  in  an  &1-. 
liance  with  the  Macaffers,  its  liberties  and 
immunities  remaining,  however,  unimpar- 
ed ;  and  fince  that  time,  it  has,  as  well  aS 
'Tello,  been,  fubjedted  to  the  fame  fortunes  as. 
Goach. 

Mappa  Doelang,  afterwards  kins*  of 
Goach  >  ruled  over  this  f'mall  flate,  at  the 
time  of  the  war  condudled  by  General 
Speelman/ 


[  211  ] 

SpEEtMAN,  and,  together  with  his  nobles, 
•accepted  and  fwore  to  the  engagements  with 
the  Company,  in  1667  and  1669.  The 
kings  of*  Sandraboni  are  moftly  related  to  the 
royal  family  of  Goach. 

The  city  Hands  a  little  inland,  on  the 
banks  of  a  river,  whence  the  kingdom  de¬ 
rives  its  name.  It  was  built  about  the  lame 
period  as  Samboupo  and  TelJo.  This  is  all 
that  I  learnt  relpe&ing  it. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Account  of  the  Kingdom  of  Boni. — Sketch  nf  its 
Hiftory. — Their  firfi  Kings.- — Origin  of  their  En¬ 
mity  to  Goach. — Singular  Revolutions  under 
§>ueen  Battara  Todja. — Piracies  of  Aroe 
Seenkang. — ■ War  with  Wadjo.— Arone 
Tanete,  a  Cannibal-Method  of  accufmg  and 
■punijhing  Criminals. — Story  of  a  Duel  between 
two  Princes^  Grandfons  of  the  reigning  King. — 
Cruelty  of  the  King  towards  the  Objedt  of  their 
Difagreement . 

At  the  time  of  the  Boni  contradl,  that 
kingdom  extended  along  the  weftern  fhore 
of  the  gulph,  which  is  ftill  called  the  Bay  of 
Boni  from  the  river  Chinrana  to  the  river 
Balenko , 


*  Called  Setua  by  the  natives,  .and  Buggue/s ,  or  Lmg- Bay, 
by  the  Englilh.  The  following  account  of  it,  given  by 
Captaiiv  Forest,  from  the 'information  of  a  Bugguefs  noqiie- 
dab,  or  fea-captain,  may  riot  be  unacceptable:  “  Having 
“  palled  the  ftrait  between  .  Cdebes  and  Saleyer ,  called  the  ' 
“  Budgeroons,  keep  on  in  a  direrition  n.e.  by  n.  about  130 
“  miles,  and  you  will  find,  near  the  weft  coaft  of  the  Sewa, 

“  a  fmall  ifland  called  Balomroo',  it  is  vifible  eight  or  ten 
leagues 
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\ Balenko,  a  length  of  about  twenty  leagues ; 

.  ir&ind  it  bordered  upon  Soping ,  Lamoere , 
ssMac&pfer,  and  Boeleboele.  This  kingdom 
Vas  independent  of,  and  unconneSled  with, 
anjs^other,  in  very  ancient  times.  Their 

“  leagues  .off,  and  has  feme  rocky  iflets  at  its  eaft  end.  Far- 
“  ther  on,  about  a  day’s  fail,  which  I  fix  at  fixty  miles,  is 
•  “  the  mouth  of  the  river  Cbinrana ;  this  river  takes  its  rife 
“  in  the  Warjoo  country,  the  capital  of  which  is  called 
“  Tojjforo ,  and  lies  a  day’s  journey  by  water  from  the  mouth 
“  of  the  river;  it  afterwards  paffes  through  Boni :  it  has  a 
“  good  muddy  bar,  paffable  by  large  fhips,  and  is  navigable 
“  .a  good  way  up  ;  it  has  feveral  mouths,  and  there  are  many 
“  towns  on  its  banks,  where  a  great  trade  is  carried  on  in  t 
*l  gold,  rice,  fago,  caffia,  tortoife-ihell,  pearls,  &c. :  the  an- 
“  chorage  is  good  off  the  river’s  mouth.  Half  a  day’s  iatl 
“  farther  north,  along  the  weft  coaft  of  the  Sewa,  is  the  river 
“  Peeneekce,  not  very  confiderable.  Farther  on  are  two  places 
‘‘  called  Akolhigan  and  TeHudoph: ,  which  are  pretty  well  in- 
“  habited.  Continuing  ftill  north,  you  come  to  the  river 
“  not  very  confiderable;  then  to  .the  river  Loc,  fa- 

“  pious  for  boat-building  :  then  you  come  to  Manbakoa, 

“  where  there  is  gold,  and  much  fagcf  very  cheap;  they  have 
“  alfo  caffia  and  feed-pearl.  Being  now  come  to  the  bottom 
of  Buggefs-TSzy,  the  fago-tree  ahounds  very  much;  and  in 
“  many  parts  of  the  S.-wa,  there  are  fpots  of  foul  ground,  on 
“  which  they  filli  for  fwailow,  which  they  geuerally  carry  to 
■**  Macaffer ,  to  fell  to  the  china  junk.  On  the  eaft  fide  of 
“  the  Suva,  the  country  is  not  fo  well  inhabited,  as  on  the 
weft  fide.  The  foutheali  pojnt  of  the  S:--jua  is  called  Pa- 
“  jungm :  here  is  a  clufter  of  iflands,  rather  finall,  with  good 
Jt  anchorage  amongft  them.”  T. 
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traditions  affirm  that  their  firfl  king  like* 
wife  defcended  from  heaven.  WhenK^he 
came  upon  earth,  he  had  no  name,  Mt.was; 
afterwards  called  Matta  Salome^  by  the 
people,  fignifying  as  much  as  all- feeing. He 
married  a  princefs  of  Toro,  who  was  equal¬ 
ly  of  celeftial  origin;  he  had  by  her  one 
foil  and  five  daughters,  from  whom  all  the 
fucceeding  kings  of  Boni  are  defcended, 
and  of  whofe  pofterity,  born  from  mar¬ 
riages  with  royal  princefles,  fuch  only  be¬ 
ing,  in  every  refped,  entitled  to  the  crown, 
racccorditig  to  Mr.  Blok’s  account,  no  other 
remained  alive,  in  1759,  than  Aroe  Pa- 
lakka,  the  grandmother  of  the  then  reign¬ 
ing  king' of  Goach.  She  was  hill  living 
when  I  was  at  Macajfer  in  1775,  and  go¬ 
verned  as  queen  of  Tannetta. 

This,  their  firfl:  monarch,  inftituted  the 
Jaws  of  the  country,  which  are  hill  ob¬ 
served  r  he  made  the  royal  flandard,  call¬ 
ed  Worong  Boning  ;  and  appointed  feven  . 
electors,  under  the  denomination  of  ma~ 
toua  petoes.  Th.efe  are  hereditary  in  feven 
families,  though  it  has  fometimes  happened 
that  two,  and  even  three  of  them,  have 
been  of  the  fame  lineage.  This  high  office 
.  defcends 
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\de£ends  upon  women,  as  well  as  upon  men. 

.  AU  matters  of  importance,  relating  to  the 
"V  kingdom,  mu  ft  be  determined  by  them  : 

^heir  pwer,  in  particular,  extends  over  the 
eWiiou  arid  depofition  of  the  kings,  and  the 
making  of  peace  and  war 

King  Matta  Salompo,  lay  the  natives, 
after  having  reigned  forty  years  over  them, 
afcended  into  heaven  with  his  queen. 

The  Bouginefe,  and  Queen  Tarre  To- 
eppoe,  who  then  ruled  over  them,  were 
compelled,  in  the  beginning  of  the  leven- 
teenth  century,  to  conform  to  the  Maho- 
medan religion,  and  the  condition  was,  more¬ 
over,  impofed  upon  them,  that  the  enemies  of 
Macajjer  Ihould  likewife  be  the  enemies  of 
Boni,  but  not  the  enemies  of  Boni  thofe  of 


*  According  to.  Forest,  Boni  is  governed  by  a  prince, 
who  'is  called  pajong.  He  is  elefted  for  life  by  feven  nobles, 
a  fixed  number,  which  may  be  kept  up  by  the  pajong  (but 
not  encreafed),  from  the  dyons  (cenain  freeholders}.  The 
pajong  is  often  reftrained  by  a  fort  of  parliament,  elefted  by 
the  freeholders;  it  con  lifts  of  400  members,  aoo  of  which 
are  called  mattopa ,  100  are  called  pabichar  v,  ana  100  are 
called  galarang.  u  But  of  this,”  he  adds,  “  I  never  learnt  a 
diftinft  account ;  and  I  mention  it  only  as  a  hint  for  future 
*f  travellers.’5  T. 
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This  was  the  firft  blow  which  was  given,  ,• 
to  the  greatnefs  of  Bom, although  they  wprfe 
able  to  bring  feventy  thoufatid  fghtinc^nen  • 
into  the  field.  /  'J, 

The  hatred  which,  by  this  means, jgtis 
excited  among  the  Bouginefe,  againft  the 
Macaffers,  was  greatly  inftrumental  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  arms  of  the  Company  againR 
Macaffer.  Radja  Palacca,  a  Bouginefe 
prince,  whole  exertions  in  particular  con¬ 
tributed  much  to  the  completion  of  the  con- 
queft  of  Macaffer ,  was  afterwards  chofen 
king  of  Born,  by  the  eledlors,  and  rendered 
himfelf  fo  famous  and  powerful,  extending 
the  bounds  of  his  kingdom  in  every  way, 
that  he  was  called  by  his  people  Toenee  ' 
Sombay a,  fignifying,  a  king  before  ’whom  all 
others  muft  humble  themfehes. 

He  died  on  the  6th  of  April,  1696,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  his  fon.  Lap  a  to  v  a,  as 
fifteenth  king  of  Bom,  who,  after  having 
been  the  caufe  of  much  uneafmefs  to  the 
Company,  died  in  the  year  1713. 

His  daughter,  BattAr  a  Ton  JA,  like  wife 
called  Aroe  Toemoerang,  fucceeded  him, 
as  the  fixteenth  fovereign  of  Boni.  After 
reigning 
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v*eigning  a  fhort  time,  fhe  refigned  the  go¬ 
vernment,  in  the  year  17 1 5,  into  the  hands 
of  her  half-brother,  Lapadany  Sadjati, 
\furnann^d  Toapannara  Aroe  Palacca  5 
CTWhis  ill  treatment  of  his  filler  and  her 
hufband,  whom  he  caufed  to  be  rampajfed, 
or  beaten  with  flicks,  and  whom  he  threw 
into  confinement  at  Boni,  without  an y 
fhadow  of  reafon,  or  legal  pretence,  was  fo 
much  difapproved  of,  and  refented  by  the 
nobles,  that  fhortly  afterwards,  on  the  20th 
of  January,  1720,  he  was  not  only  depofed, 
but,  together  with  his  wife,  was  thrown  iq*- 
to  prifon.  After  this,  the  Bouginefe  again 
gave  the  kingdom  to  Battara  Todja, 
who,  however,  dire&ly  refigned  it  anew,  to 
.  her  eldefl  half-brother,  the  dethroned  king 
of  Goach ,  Sap pu alee,  then  furnamed  Ma- 
danrang  ;  he,  likewife,  was  depofed  in 
the  year  1724,  after  a  fhort  and  turbulent 
reign,  on  account  of  his  dillblute  condudl, 
and  his  youngefi  brother,  Topawanoi,  or 
Aroe  Mano,  afterwards  called  Crain  Bes- 
sei,  was  chofen  in  his  Head  ;  on  the  fourth 
day  after-  his  appointment  he  was  alfo  fet 
afide,  and  in  his  room  Battara  Todja 
was  chofen  queen  for  the  third  time ;  fhe 
became 
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became  at  the  fame  time  datoua ,  or  queen/ 
of  Loehoe ,  and  not  long  afterwards  qu^eh 
of  Soping  alfo  ;  her  hufband  was  appq&ted  • 
co- regent  with  her,  of  the  kingdp^i  ;  jn& 
died  in  the  year  1725,  after  which  fhe^as 
-married,  for  the  fourth  time,  to  Aroe 
Kayoe,  who  was,  fhortly  after  his  nup¬ 
tials  equally  made  co-regent  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  But  the  queen  being  at  variance 
with  her  brothers,  one  of  whom  /he  had 
caufed  to  be  killed,  and  being  diffatif- 
£ed  with  Mr.  Goubius,  at  that  time  the 
■Company’s  governor  at  Macajfer, went  away 
to  Soping,  where  fhe  caufed  herfelf  to  be  in¬ 
augurated  as  queen. 

He'r  hufband,  the  regent,  Aroe  Kayoe, 
now  thinking  himfelf  king  of  Boni,  refolv- 
ed  to  fupplant  his  queen  and  confort,  and  to 
take  again  to  his  bed  his  firft  beloved  wife, 
Crain  Bonto  Majene,  whom  he  had  re-  , 
pudiated  in  order  to  marry  the  queen  ;  but 
when  this  defign  was  difeovered,  in  the 
year  1728,  he  was  immediately  declared 
unworthy  of  the  regent/hip,  and  his  life 
Was  fo  much  endangered,  that  he  was  oblige 
cd  to  fly  by  night  to  Tello,  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  protedionl  He  afterwards  became 
connected 
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K^onne&ed  with  Crain  Bontalancas,  and 
toft  his  life  in  the  commotions  excited  by 
thatyfamous  rebel. 

\  In  wje  year  1730,  the  three  remaining 
Bhathers  of  the  queen  of  Boni,  came  from 
. "Bouton ,  whither  they  had  fled,  for  fear  of 
their  lifter,  and  took  refuge  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Company,  who  allowed  them 
to  refide  in  the  campon  Baro. 

The  queen,  in  the  mean  time,  continued 
difcontented  with  the  Company,  becaufe  the ' 
province  of  Bontain  was  withheld  from  her  5 
while  her  madanrang,  or  general  in  chief, 
and  her  tomarilalangs,  or  privy  counfellors, 
conduced  every  thing  Boni  according  to 
their  own  withes,  and  adhering  to  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  Company  who  arofe  about  this 
time,  Aroe  Seenkang,  and  his  followers, 
and  the  rebel,  Crain  Bontalancas,  theyf 
prepared  the  way  for  the  ruin  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Boni,  which  was  effected  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner : 

•  Aroe  Seenkang,  a  difcontented  Waa- 
jorefe  prince,  had,  for  fome  time,  together 
with  his  captain,  laut,  or  admiral,  touffa , 
been  committing  piracies;  he  had  taken 
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PaJJir  and  Coety,  and  had  even  attacked  the 
veffels  of  the  Company.  ' 

Thefe  freebooters,  therefore,  in  the  years 
3735  and  1736,  carrying  their  depredations,/ 
to  a  great  excefs,  in  the  neighbourhood^' 
Mandhar  and  Cajelie,  were  encountered  by 
the  cruifmg  veffels  of  the  Compan}',  but  to 
lip  purpofe  ;  and,  .in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1736,  they  landed  in  fight  of  Fort 
Rotterdam,  on  the  adjacent  iflands,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Company,  where  they  plundered 
the  Inhabitants,  and  burnt  their  houfes. 
Upon  this  our  government  equipped  fome 
veffels.  at  Macajfer ,  who  attacked  the  ene¬ 
my,  but  the  battle  wras  flopped  by  the 
evening  coming  on ;  and  in  the. night,  the 
enemy  having  effected  their  purpofes,  cun¬ 
ningly  gave  ns  the  flip,  and  got  away  to 
Wadjo ,  without  having  fuffered  any  materia} 
damage. 

The Wadjorefe,  notwithflandiiig  the  earn? 
eft  reprefentations  of  the  Company’s  fer- 
vants,  obftinately  refufed  to  deliver  up  Aroe 
Seenkang  ;  and  the  Bouginefe,  in  confer 
quence,  declared  war  againft  them.  But 
it  was  profecuted  with  very,  little  vigour  ; 

for 
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.  for  the  general,  and  the  councilors  of  Boni, 
'  as  we  have  before  feen,  were  in  colluiion 
with  the  enemy ;  whence  this  war  had  an 
v  ‘ unfohmiate  iiTue. 

\  The  queen  of  Boni  perceiving  the  treach- 
ery^though  too  late,  fent  for  the  princes, 
her  brothers,  who  had  left  Bouton,  and 
were  gone  over  to  the  Company,  and  gave 
the  command  of  the  army  to  the  eldeft  ; 
but  matters  had  already  taken  fo  bad  a  turn, 
that  there  was  fcarcely  any  poflibility  of 
retrieving  them,  fo  that  they  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  make  peace  with  Wadjo.  m 

A  little  before,  our  people,  at  the  requell 
of  the  Soping  nobles,  had  let  Aroe  Ta- 
nete,  furnamed  the  Mad  Duke  *,  go  to 
Soping,  to  defend  that  country  againft  the 
Wadjorefe ;  but  he,  attending  little  to  the 
war  with  Wadjo,  procured,  by  his  intrigues, 
the  Sopinge-rs  to  depofe  their  queen,  and 
eledl  him  for  their  datoua ,  or  king,  in  her 

*■  Of  this  Aro*  Tanete  it  was  related,  that,  like  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Celebes,  he  was  a  cannibal,  and  re¬ 
markably  fond  of  human  flefli,  fo  that  he  even  fifed  to 
fatten  his  prifoners,  and  cutting  their  heart  out  alive,  he  eat  it 
raw,  with  pepper  and  fait,  efteeming  it  the  moft  delicious 
piorfel  of  all,  S. 


Head : 
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Bead  ;  after  which  be  likewife  contrived  to 
have  himfelf  chofen  king  by  the  Bougmefe,  ^ 
of  which  election  they  gave  communication 
to  the  Company’s  fervants  at  Fort  Rottjfdam\ > 
but  it  met  with  their  marked  difapprobatkm/  , 
and  when  the  queen  herfelf  came  forward, 
he  was  obliged  to  give  way  to  her  by  flight. 

Upon  this,  the  Wadjorefe  made  them- 
felves  mailers  of  Boni,  appointed  another 
queen,  acknowledged  the  rebel  Crain 
Bontal ancas  for  king  of  Goach ,  and  de- 
dared  themfelves,  in  this  manner,  as  three 
united  countries,  .and  enemies  of  the  Com¬ 
pany. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1739,  they  came 
down,  took  poffeflion  of  Goach ,  and  film- 
moned  Fort  Rotterdam  to  furrendar.  What 
happened  afterwards,  I  have  before  related, 
in  the  account  I  have  given  of  Goach. 

When  the  Company  were  faved  by  the 
fortune  of  arms,  the  next  ftep  to  be  taken 
was  to  relieve  Boni ;  but  this,  for  fome  un¬ 
known  reafon,  was  only  done  by  halves ; 
for  when  the  Wadjorefe  were  twice  beaten,  . 
they  were  not  purfued  as  far  as  their  capital, 

3 'of ora ;  and  thofe  peop’e,  who  refufed  to  re¬ 
new  their  engagements  with  the  Company, 
were 
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were  differed  to  do  as  they  liked,  while  the 
dilutes  with  Wadjo ,  as  well  on  the  part  of 
.the  Company,  as  on  the  part  of  Boni,  remain 
unfettled  to  the  prefent  day.  [Written  in 
the  year  1759.] 

In  ohe  mean  time,  in  order,  as  was  pre- 
j  tended,  to  forward  the  reftoration  of  the 
public  tranquillity,  the  queen  of  Boni  was 
prevented  from  profecuting  her  juft  claim 
againft  Aroe  Tanete,  or  the  Mad  Duke ; 
and,  to  her  further  chagrin,  the  grant  of  Ban¬ 
tam,  which  province  had  been  given  to  that 
princefs,  in  the  lame  manner  as  to  her  pre- 
deceflbrs,  as  a  reward  for  paft  fervices,  by 
the  Dutch  government  at  Batavia ,  was  an¬ 
nulled. 

She  died  in  the  year  1749,  and  her  half- 
brother,  Lama  Ossong,  was  chofen  fuc- 
ceffor  to  the  crown  of  Boni,  under  the  name 
of  Abdui.  Zadshab  Djalaloedeen,  who 
was  the  reigning  king  when  I  was  at 
Celebes ,  in  1 775.  He  was  then  a  man  of 
upwards  of  eighty  years  old,  and  he  dwelt  in 
the  JBouginefe  campon,  which  is  not  far 
from  our  '4  town  of  Vlaai'dingen ,  and,  like 
moft  of  the  native  villages,-  is  a  place  of 
little  conli deration. 

He 
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He  did  not  fhew  much  efteem  for  the 
Europeans;  he  governed  his  fubjedis  in  an 
arbitrary  manner,  with  much  feverity,  and 
paid  very  little  regard  to  the  laves  of  the 
country,  which  he  always  explained  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  will.  ^ 

All  criminals  are  accufed  before  the  king, 
who  com  millions  his  prime  minifter,  and 
one  or  two  more  of  the  nobles,  to  examine  s 
into  the  affair.  As  foon  as  a  report  is  made 
concerning  it,  if  the  culprit  be  thought 
worthy  of  death,  the  king  gives  a  fign  with 
his  eyes,  and  he  is  immediately  carried  out 
and  killed  with  a  kris.  If  aggravating  cir- 
ftances  occur,  the  king  gives  directions  for 
a  more  fevere  punifhment ;  the  criminal  is- 
then  bound  to  a  tree,  and  he  is  pricked  full 
of  fkin-deep  wounds  with  knifes,  and  rubbed 
with  fugar  or  molaffes ;  the  whole  body  is 
foon  entirely  covered  with  ants,  and  the 
poor  wretch  is  not  relieved  by  death,  before 
he  has  fuffered  the  greateft  torments.  But 
one  of  the  grandees  of  the  kingdom,  or  a 
man  of  noble  birth,  is  never  otherwife' put 
to  death  for  any  crime  than  by*the  more 
merciful  method  of  plunging  a  kris  into  his 
bofom, 

Mr. 
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-  Mr.  van  Pjleurbn  related  to  me  the 
following  instance  of  the  cruel  character  of 
this  rhonarch,  which  had  occurred  about  two 
years  before. 

Tvjfo  princes,  grandfons  of  the  king,  be¬ 
came  both  enamoured  of  the  fame  perfon, 
a  young  princefs,  who  was  fcarcely  more 
than  twelve  years  old  ;  the  was  an  exquititfe 
beauty,  poffetfed  of  eyery  accomplishment 
that  an  education  at  the  court  of  an  eadern 
monarch  could  procure  her.  Both  the 
lovers,  notwithstanding  their  earned:  foil- 
citations  that  the  would  make  choice  of  one 
who  Should  be  the  favoured  youth,  could 
not  prevail  upon  her,  for  a  long  time,  to 
decide  between  them  ;  overcome,  however, 
at  length,  by  the  vehemence  of  their  en¬ 
treaties,  the  at  lad  declared  in  favour  of  the 
youngeft.  This,  as  might  be  fuppofed,  oc¬ 
casioned  an  implacable  enmity  between  the 
two  princes,  which  was  carried  to  tuch  a 
height,  that  they  drew  their  kritfes  againft 
each  other,  in  a  tolitary  place,  with  tuch 
fury,  that,  had  they  not  been  fortunately 
Separated  by  fome  people  who  came  in  time 
to  prevent  a  fatal  cataftrophe,  they  would 
vol.  ir.  .  cl  probably 
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probably  have  both  fallen  vidlirm  to  their 
jealouiy  and  love. 

.  As  foon  as  this  occurrence  came  to  the 
ears  of  the  king,  he  fent  for  both  princes, 
and  reproached  them  with  great  alterity, 
that  they  were  near  depriving  him  of  two 
of  his  children,  by  their  rafh  and  foolilh  .con¬ 
duct,  which  was  the  more  unpardonable, 
being  merely  for  the  fake  of  a  woman.  He 
then  commanded  them  immediately  to  dif- 
mifs  their  animofity,  and  to  live  thencefor¬ 
ward  together  with  their  accuftomed  frater¬ 
nal  affediion. 

Thus  far  all  was  right.  He  next  fent  for 
the  young  princefs,  and  frernly  alked  her, 
how  (he  dared  to  avow  a  choice  between 
two  of  his  grandfons  ?  .  The  '  poor  girl, 
trembling  and  in  tears,  could  make  no 
other  reply,  than  that  Ihe  had  not  done  fo 
before  the  was  abfolutely  compelled  to  it, 
and  was  afraid  of  fatal  confequences,  if  fhe 
had  remained  obftinate  in  her  refufal. 

This  difeulpation  was  of  no  avail  to  loften 
the  indignation  of  the  king  ;  he  knew,  he 
iaid,  a  way-  to  preferve  his  children,  both 
from  fuch  debating  love,  and  from  the  dan- 
•  gerous 
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gerous  confequences  of  it,  and  that  it  would 
be  an  unheard-of  event  that  one  of  his  Tons 
“  ftiould  lofe  his  life  for  the  lake  of  a  boyifh, 
attachment.  He  then  gave  the  wonted 
lign  of  death,  and  the  wretched  objeft  of 
the  violent  love,  and  furious  hatred,  of  the 
two  princes,  was  carried  out,  and  pierced  to 
the  heart,  without  there  being  any  one  found 
who  durfl  pretend  to  be  her  advocate,  or 
that  her  youth  and  beauty  made  the  leall 
impreffion  upon  the  obdurate  heart  of  the 
cruel  monarch. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Account  of.  the  Kingdom  qf  -jSopi ve.—Sketsfr,  of  its 
fliftorf. — L6ehoe—  Its  Produfficks. — ftijfdute 
-  CvniuS  of  the-frefent  §>usen. — Ta-nete. — Its 
■  Eijlory.—Xk'e  Country  of  Mandhar.^-Z^  Go¬ 
vernment.- — Htftoty:—~ Toadja,  or  Wadjo. — • 

.  ‘‘Jts  jittgular  Conjditutim. 

T HE  kingdom  of  doping  was  anciently 
one  of  the  moR  powerful  Rates  of  Celebes ; 
it  lies  partl^  along  the  weRern  fliore  of  the 
bay  of  Boni ;  to  the  north*  it  is  bounded,  by 
the  great  lake,  called  ‘Tamp arcing  Laba  ;  and 
to  the  fouth,  it  borders  upon  Lamoeroe,  which, 
together  with  feveral  other  1‘rnall  Rates, 
formerly  belonged  to-  it,  but  which  after¬ 
wards  became  either  independent  or  united 
to  Boni. 

It  yields  nothing  but  paddee.  In  the  year 
1661,  after  the-  flight  of  Radja  Palacca, 
it  became  a  fief  of  Macaffer ;  but,  in  the 
year  1667,- it  was  reflored  to  its  liberty  by 
the  Company.  \ 

The  kings  of  Soping  have  been  allied  by 
,  tnarriages 
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marriages  to  thofe  of  Bmi  from  time  im¬ 
memorial.  The  Sopingers  pretend,  in  the 
lame  manner  as  thole  of  Macajfir  and  Boni, 
that  their  firlt  king  equally  delcended.  from 
heaven.  After  him,  a  feries  of  fovereignS, 
as  well  kings  as  queens,  rilled  over  them 
of  whom  the  prelent  reigning  king  of  Boni 
is  the  twenty-fecond,  who,  with  the  confent 
of  the  nobles  of  Sopmg,  governed  the  king¬ 
dom  by  means  of  a  viceroy  at  prefent, 
however,  namely,  in  1 775,  it  is  again 
'under  its  own  king,  who  married  the 
daughter  of  the  king  of  Boni,  lie  is'  a 
faithful  ally  of  the  Company,  and  follows  in 
all  things  the  advice  of  the  governor  of 
Macajer ,  although  by  the  bravery  of  his 
people,  for  one  Sopinger  is  better  in  war 
than  three  Bouginefe,  he  could  do  much 
more  than  the  king  of  Boni.  His  Ion  is 
educated  at  the  court  of  his  maternal  grand¬ 
father. 

The  part  which  this  kingdom  took  in  the 
troubles,  at  the  time  of  Crain  Bgnta- 
.lancas  and  Aroe  Tanete,  has  before 
been  mentioned. 

Tne  kingdom  of  Loeboe ,  or  Loehoe,  was 
the  moil  powerful  and  moll  extenfive  of  all 
c L3  the 
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the  Rates  of  Celebes ,  before  thofe  of  Macaffef 
and  Boni  attained  their-  fubfequent  celebrity. 
It  ftretches  at  prefent  from  Pelopa,  the  ca7 
pital  of  the  country,  to  Larompo,  being  an 
extent  of  about  twenty  leagues  along  the 
weftern  fhore  of  the  bay  of  Boni,  and  from 
the  other  fide  of  the  city,  over  the  whole  of 
the  ioutheaftern  part  of  Celebes,  'between 
Bugguefs-Bay  and  the  eaftern  coaft  of  the 
illand,  as  far  as  the  Alforefe  will  fufFer  them 
inland ;  to  the  weft,  it  is  bounded  by  Wadjo, . 
and  to  the  north,  by  Poradja. 

*  The  land  is  fertile  in  paddee  ;  it  yields 
like  wife  good  iron,  and  much  gold  is  found 
in  the  rivers  ■*, 

Mr.  Blok,  had  not  obtained  any  informa¬ 
tion  refpefling  their  ancient  hiftory  or  kings. 
The  firft:  king  of  whom  mention  is  made 
in  the  records  of  the  Company,  is  called 
Crain  Haroo  ;  he  was  lubdued  by  the 
arms  of  the  Company,  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  Macaflfers  at  Bouton.  ' 

The  queen  who  ruled  over  the  country, 

*  The  gold  of  Cehbes  is  generally  got,  as  on  Sumatra ,  from 
the  beds  of  rivers  and  torrents,  and  there  arc  many  fprings 
ilUiing  from  crewces  of  rocks,  that  bring  ■  feme  gold  along 
tvith  the  water,  which  running  throt)gh  a  vefTel,  bottomed 
with  fand,  leaves  its  .treafure  behind-.  T." 

when 
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when  the  account  of  Mr.  Blok  was  written 
was  called  Tanralele,  and  lometimes 
Asha  j  the  was,'  at  the  fame  time,  queen 
of  Tanete  ;  but  fhe  was  afterwards  deprived 
of  the  crown,  by  the  machinations  of  the 
king  of  Boni,  on  account  of  her  alleged  dif- 
folute  life  ;  for,  notwithftanding  fhe  was  al¬ 
ready  very  far  advanced  in  years,  fhe  had 
the  fineft  men  daily  brought  to  her,  for  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  her  fhameful  licentioufnefs ; 
while,  if  ihe^Hiet  with  anyone,  whom  the 
did  not  approve,  fhe  had  him  immediately 
killed  and  thrown  into  the  river :  a  grangl- 
fon  of  the  king  of  Boni  was  appointed  king 
in  her  ftead. 

This  kingdom  is  likewife  in  alliance  with 
the  Company,  and  confequently  dependent 
upon  them. 

The  kingdom  of  tanete,  or  Aga  Nonjba , 
fignifying  a  bridge,  or  ford,  lies  halfway 
between  Fort  Rotterdam  and  the  bay  of 
Sorian.  It  is  bounded  to  the  eaft,  by  the 
principality  of  Mariovi-wavo  ;  to  the  north, 
by  Barroe ;  to  the  fouth,  by  Sageree ;  and 
to  the  weft,  by  the  fea.  It  flood,  in  for¬ 
mer  times,  on  friendly  terms  with  Macajj'er  5 
pfterwards,  upon  a  war  breaking  out  be- 
CL4  tween 
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tween  them,  although  faneU  was  con* 
quered,  it  was  {till  reputed  independent  and 
a  free  ally  of  Macajfer  ;  but  when  the  king 
gradually  began  to  extend  his  power  over 
this  country,  it  was,  and  juftly,  looked -upon 
.  as  a  ftate  dependent  upon  that  of  MZcqf[ert 
as  it  is  called  in  the  reports  of  the  con- . 
ference  of  Macaflcr,  on  the  7th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1668, 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Speelman,  one  king 
Ibrahim  reigned  here;  wh%  during  the 
peace  of  Bonaye ,  joined  the  Company,:  and 
Wfas  received  as  one  of  their  allies,  after 
having  entered  into  and  fw ora  to  the  ea~ 
gagements  dictated  at  that  time  by  the 
Company?  to  which  his  fucceffors'  have  ever 
fince  adhered.  '  .  ■  " 

The  prefent  queen  Tanralele,  upon 
her  being  made  queen  of  Loe/ioe,  and  going 
thither,  gave  up  the  government  of  T anete 
to  the  king  of  Bom\  and  to  the  Company ; 
but  having,  dome  3  ears  afterwards,  been 
driven  from  the  throne  of  Loehoe,  {he  came 
back,  and  refumed  the  adminiftration  of  her 
own  *ftate. 

The  country  of  Mandhar  borders  upon  the 
fea,  to  the  weft;  upon  Caje/ie,  to  the  north  ; 

upoq 
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upon  Bionangis,  to  the .  fouth ;  and  to  the 
gall,  upon,  a  tn  6  of  defert  mountains, 
•  which  afford  a  fecure  refuge  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  when  they  are  attacked  by  .too 
powerful  enemies ;  they  then  abandon  to 
them  fheir  deferted  villages  on  the  feacoaft, 
and  do  not  return  to  their  'habitations  till 
they  have  been  left  by  the  invaders. 

The  government  of  this  country  was 
veiled,  in  former  times,  in  ten  nobles,  or 
eflates,  who  b&d  all  entered  into  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  Company;  three  of  them 
voluntarily  ;  the  feven  others  are  commonly 
called  princes  of  the  feven  rivers.  Thev  for¬ 
merly  were  fubjedt  to  the  Mucaffcrs,  an  ',  in 
token  of  allegiance,  were  obliged  t )  lend  a 
yearly  tribute  of  long  fhieids ;  they  e\en 
were  forced  to  receive  a  governor  from 
Macaffer,  whom  they,  however,  rejedled, 
in  the  year  1658,  though  they  remained 
otherwife  faithful  to  that  country. 

By  the  contract  of  Boni,  ^he  Maca.flers 
refigned  all  claim  to  the  domufoa  over 
Mandhar ;  after  which  their  princes,  or 
eftates,  were  feveral  times  fummoned  to 
enter  into  treaty  with  the  Company;  but 
they  all,  except  one,  obflinately  refufed  to 
«  do 
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do  it.  On  this  account,  they  were  made 
war  again#  by  the  Company,  and  by  the 
Bouginefe,  but  were  never  fubdued,  as  they 
always  fled  to  the  mountains  ;  but,  in  the 
year  1 674,  fearing  that  they  (hould  be  at¬ 
tacked  by  Radja  Palakea,  they  liumbled 
themfelves  before  the  Company,  and  figned 
and  fwore  to  the  engagements  required. 
Yet  they  never  much  obferved  them,  efpe- 
cially  not  thofe  articles  which  bind  them 
not  to  navigatg  any  veifel^vithout  paffes 
from  the  Company,  and  which  forbid  them 
to  admit  any  veffels  into  their  harbours 
which  are  not  provided  with  fuch  pafTes. 
Neverthelefs  they  are  deiervlng  of  praife 
and  efteem  for  the  refpedt  which  they  other- 
wife  pay  to  the  Company  and  to  Boni, 
and  for  thefeadinefs  which  they  (hewed  in 
affifting  the  Company  in  the  laft  war. 

‘Toadja,  as  pronounced  by  the  Macaflers, 
or  Wadjo ,  as  pronounced  by  the  Bouginefe, 
is  (ituated  north  of  the  river  CJunnanfe  Boni, 
which  divides  this  country  from  that  of 
Boni,  extending  to  Panekee ,  which,  though 
a  free  date,  is  efteemed  a  dependency  of 
Wadjo,  and  which  reaches  to  Cotenga.  Be¬ 
hind  Panekee  and  Kerq,  Wadjo  ftretches  north¬ 
wards 
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wards  to  Larompa ,  or  Loehoe .  To  the  weft 
it  touches  upon  the  borders  of  Adja  Tam- 
parang ,  or  Sedeenring. 

It  is  governed  by  forty  princes,  or  regents, 
amongll  whom  women  are  admitted  equally 
with  men.  Thefe  nobles  are  all  obliged  to 
remain  in  Wctdjo  ;  yet,  when  requiiite,  they 
are  allowed  to  go,  for  a  Ihort  time,  to  their 
lands,  in  order  to  effedt  what  may  be  necel- 
lary,  but  as  loon  as  this  is  done,  they  muft 
immediately  #emrn  to  Wadjo. 

The  forty  are  divided  into  three  diftinft 
bodies,  or  dilates,  each  of  which  has  a  chief 
banner,  or  flag,  to  which  they  belong. 
Out  of  each  of  thefe  three,  again,  two  chiefs 
are  chofen,  one  for  warlike  affairs,  who  is 
ftyled  patara ,  and  the  other  for  the  civil 
adminillration  of  the  government,  ftyled 
padenrang ,  vyho  have  for  their  prefident  the 
mattoua ,  or  eledted  king,  who  belongs  to 
neither  of  the  three  eftates,  and'  conftitutes 
the  fortieth  prince,  fo  that  each  divifion 
.confifts  of  thirteen  members. 

Thefe  laft  feven  chiefs,  to  which  high 
authority  no  woman  is  admiflible,  form  an 
alfembly,  in  whoni  the  chief  government  in 
every  thing  is  yelled,  in  the  name  of  the 
forty 


[  ] 

forty  nobles  of  Wadjo}  except  in  the  point  of 
malting  war  or  peace,  for  which  the  grand 
council  of  the  forty  are  aflembled,  in  whofe 
del  derations  the  mattoua  has,  if  neceffary, 
z  double  or  calling  vote  *. 

Upon  the  deceafe  of  this  .  emiiien^* chief, 
the  three  eftates,  or  the  thirty-nine  nobles 

*  Though  our  Dutch,  traveller  had -undoubtedly  the  belt 
opportunities  for  'becoming  acquainted  wish  the  feveral  re¬ 
publican,  or  rather  feudal,  conftitutions  which  appear  to  pre¬ 
vail  in  the  petty  flates  of  Cddes^  it  may  not  be  unpieaflrtg  to 
compare  his  account  ..with  that  of  C  Spain  Fore  es-t,  who 
navigated  in  the  eaftern  parts  of  India,  at  different  times,  from, 
j  763  to  1776,  and  whofe  information  on  this  fubjeft  was  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  "Indians.  “  Warjoci  or  Tuadjcc,”  he  fays, 
“  is  governed  by  an  eleftive  prince,  called  aramatooa.  He  is 
elefted  for  life  by  the  four  nobles  of  the  higl-eft  rank, 
**  called  wan  cayo  iatt'a  bazar  (nobles  of  the  great  flag),  from 
“  the  body,  of  an  inferior  -nobiiiry,  called  oran  cayo  baud 
“  ampat  pdo  (nobles  of  the; forty  flags,  there  being  forty  in 
“  number).  When  elefted,  if  he  fhould  fay,  ‘I  am  poor,’ 
.“  which  may  be  the  cafe,  the  reply  made  to  him,  by  the 
“  nobleman  who  prefides  at  the  election,  is,  Warjoo  berennse, 
“  Warjaa  caio,  fPeajeo  gunjft,  which  fignifies,  Warjco  is  brave, 
“  rich,  and  powerful;  intimating,  no  doubt,  that,  he  fball 
“  want  for  nothing.  He  then  accepts  of  the  government,' 
“  Befides  the  four  high,  and  the  forty  inferior,  nobles,  there 
“  is  flill  a  kind  of  freeholders,  called  cyans,  as  in  Bad.  The 
aramalocc.  can  only  keep  up  the  number  of  the  four  high 
and  forty  inferior  nobility,  when  they  are,  by  want  of  heirs, 
“  cxtir.ft  ;  but  he  cannot  increafe  the  number.  In  Waijoo, 
‘  the  nobility  is  hereditary.”  detain/  of  Ce/eies,  added  to 
■Ftrrefi’s  Foyagt  to  the  Aleigui  drehipelago,  page  75. 
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as  they  are  then  reduced  to,  are  equally 
ailembled,  who  elect  one  of  their  own  body 
to  lucceed  to  his  dignity,  without  paying 
any  particular  attention  to  his  family  :  but 
inch  reggntlhips  of  the  forty,  as  happen  to 
be  vacant,  are  filled  up  from  the  ueareft  re¬ 
lations  of  the  deceafed  king,  provided  they' 
are  not  horn  of  a  bondfwoman. 

Thefe  people  had  their  fhare  in  the  gene¬ 
ral  oppreifion  which,  was  the  confequence  of 
the  extenfionKJfthe  power  of  Macaffer,  but 
they  redeemed  their  freedom,  by  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  one  hundred  cattis ,  being  one  bun-v 
died  and  twenty-five  pounds  of  gold. 

They  live  very  peaceably  among  them- 
felves,  and  follow  their  commercial  purfuits 
with  much,  activity.  They  are  the  greateft 
merchants  of  Celebes ,  and  at  prefent,  alfo, 
the  richeft  and  moft  redoubted  nation  of  the 
il]and.  They  pay  no  regard  to  any  engage¬ 
ments  either  with  the  Company,  or  with 
Bom,  alleging  that  they  have  been  cancelled 
by  the  lad  war  ;  fince,  after  that  time, 
Wadjo  has  encreafed  in  power,  in  proportion 
as  the  eanfideraticm  of  Beni  has  declined. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


Account  of  the  Kingdom  of  Tourattea. — The 
Country  of  Linques. — Touradja.— The  Peo¬ 
ple  called  Boadjoos. — ,  The  Kings  of  Ereka 
and  Let  ha. — Tbe  Country  of  Cajelie. — Its 
Productions  ,—T oerongan.  —  Its  Dependencies. 
— Boe:.e-boeee. — The  Jfland  Bouton. — Va¬ 
rious  petty  States  upon'TioV jJ%^_Sumbawa. — » 
Passir  and  CoetIj  in  Borneo. 

TqURATTEA  extends  from  the  river 
j Tjeeko,  along  the  fea-coaft,  to  the  fouth 
and  eaft,  .to  the  river  Tino,  the  eaftern  bank 
of  which  belongs  to  Bontain  ;  it  is  bounded 
on  the  north,  by  Macaffer,  and  on  the  weft 
and  fouth,  by  the  fea. 

■  In  ancient  times  it  was  inhabited  by  a 
free  people,  living  under  feveral  independ¬ 
ent  princes  ;  the  chief  of  whom  were  thofc 
of  Binano  and  Bank  ale.  The  country  of 

Linques  lies  between  the  two  laft  named 
ftates,  not  far  from  the  bay  of  Tourattea. 
By  the  contract  of  Born,  their  independence 
was  allowed  by  the  Company,  although  the 
king 
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king  of  Bom  looks  upon  them  as  his  fub- 
■  je&s,  without  admitting  them  to  be  equally 
'allies  of  the  Company. 

Touradja  is  a  large  country,  lying  inland, 
bordering  to  the  north,  upon  the  Alforefc 
mountain^  which  Separate  it  from  the  bay 
of  Nominee ;  to  the  eaft,  upon  Eoehoe  and 
Wadjo ;  to  the  fouth,  upon  Sedeenring ,  and 
to  the  weft,  upon  the  Maudharefe  moun¬ 
tains. 

A  large  prOTft^ohToT  the  Touradjefe  are 
mount&ineefs,  and  idolaters.  Another  part 
live  upon  the  water,  and  their  veflels  are 
continually  roving  round  Celebes ,  the  ifland 
of  Ends  and  Sumbamoa.  Thefe  fubfift  by 
fiihing,  by  the  preparing  of  tripangs  %  and 
by  catching  of  tortoifes  for  the  ihells  ;  they 
are  likewife  called  Boadjoos,  and  are  efteem- 
ed  Haves  of  Boni,  or  of  Goacb  -f-. 

The 


'  *  The  fame  with  fwallow,  or  fea-ilug,  mentioned  in  the 
following  note.  ST. 

-J-  The  Boadjoo  people,  who  are  likewife  called  or  an  laut, 
or  men  of  the  fea,  are  a  kind  of ‘itinerant  fifliermen,  laid  to 
come  originally  from  John,  at  the  eaft  entrance  of  the  Straits 
of  Malacca,  though  feme  are  of  cpinion  that  they  muft  have 
come  either  from  China,  or  Ja-'art.  They  live  chiefly  in 
frnall  covered  boats,  on  the  coafts  of  Borneo ,  Celebes,  and  the 
adjacent 
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The  kings  of  Ereka.&nd  Letha,  two  fmalt 
Jiftrtfe,  m  the  weftern  part 'of  Touradja,  aro 
alfo  in  all.ance  with  the  Company.  '  •  '' 
'  '  '  ’  ‘  '  Cajelie 

adjacent  iftamis..  Others  dwell  clofe  to  the  fea,  on.  thofe. 
iflands,  their  boufes  being  railed  on  polls,  a  little  diltanee. 
ipto  the  fea,  always  at  tbe^mouths  of  rivers.  They  are  Ma- 
homedaw.  They  have'a  language  of  their  own,  but  no 
•written  eharadtec.  Many  Boadjeos  are  fettled  on  the  north-' 
well  coall  of  Borneo ,  who  not  only  fill],  but  make  falt;:  and. 
trade  in  fmail  boats  along  tlv>er~*3uThey  make  fait  in  the 
following  manner  ;  they  gather  feaweeus^xn  them,  make  a. 
ley  of  allies,  filtef  it,  and  form  a  bitter  kind  of  fait  in  fquare 
pieces,  by  boiling  it  in  pans  made  of  the  bark  of  the  aneebong, 
or  cabbage-tree  3  thefe  pieces  of  fait  are  carried  to  market, 
and  pafs  as  a  currency  for  money.  Thofe  fettled  on  the 
north  weft  coa  ft.  of  Borneo  ufed  to  fupply  the  Englilh  at  Ba- 
lambangan  with  rice,  fowls,  and  other  provilions.  Many 
of  them  are  fettted  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  PaJJir,  who 
employ  themfelves  chiefly  in  catching  fmail  flirimps,  with 
handnets,  which  they  pufli  through  the  mud  j  the  flirimps, 
after  being  well  walked  in  feawater,  are  expofed;  to  a  hot  . 
fun  ;  they  are  then  beat  in  a  mortar,  and  made  into  a  kind 
of  palte,  called  blatchong ,  which  has  a  llrong  fmell,  and  is 
nmeh  in  requell  all  over  India.  Thefe  fall  Boadjoos  may  be 
called  fixed,  or  llationa ry,  compared  with  thofe  who  live  al- 
ways  in  their  boats,  and  who,  as  the  monfoon  -fluffs  on  the. 
iliands  Borneo  and  Celebes,  fliift  their  fituation  to  leeward,  fo 
■as  to  be  always,  wider  the  lee  of  the  land,  for  the  fake  of  fine 


weather. 
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.  Cajelie  lies  upon  the  wefiern  Ihoi'e  of 
■  Celebes,  towards  the  north,  between  Mand- 
■*  bar  Mamoedje,  and  Sinlenfa ,  which  is  the 
fouthernmoll  place  belonging  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Ternate. 

By  tlfitTreaty  of  Boni,  this  country  was 

I  there;  they  were  from  twelve  to  eighteen,  and  twenty,  tons 
burden,  and  carried  from  fixteen  to  twenty  men  i  they  were 
all  under  Dutch'  colours.  The  Boadjoo  boats  which  Cap,  . 
tain  Forrest  faW  at  the  little  Pat’crnojler  Iflands,  between 
Borneo  and  Celebes,  wej&sefSouTSve  or  fix  tons  burden  :  Seve¬ 
ral  had  women  ^s&children  on  board ;  and-tbeir  women  are 
laid  to  be  capable  of  managing  their  veflfels,  even  in  heavy 
feas :  they  lay  at  anchor,  fi thing  for  the  fwallow,  or  fea-flug,  in* 
feven  or  eight  fathoms  water—  They  fee  the  fwallow.  in  clear. . 
water,  and  ftrike  it  as  it  lies  on  the  ground,  with  an  inftru- 
ment,  confifting  of  four  bearded  iron  prongs,  fixed  along  an 
almoft  cylindrical  flone,  rather  fmaller  at  one  end  than  at 
the  other,  about  eighteen  inches  long;  an  iron  {hot  is  fixea 
at  the  end  of  the  Hone,  next  the  point  of  the  prongs. 
The  fwallow  is  dried  in  the  fmoke,  and  fent  to  the  China 
market.  They  alfo  dive  for  it,  the  bell  being  got  in  deep 
water.  The  black  is  reputed  the  heft;  but  there  is  fome  of 
a  lighter  colour,  found  only  in  deep  water,  which  is  of  more 
value  in  China  than  the  black,  and  fold  even  for  forty  dol¬ 
lars  a  picol ;  the  pieces  are  much  larger  than  the  general  run 
of  the  black  fwallow,  fome  of  them  weighing  half  a  pound. 
The  white  is  the  worft,  and  is  eafily  got  in  ihoal  water,  and 
on  the  dry  fand,  among  coral  rocks,  at  low  water :  its  value 
is  about  four  or  five  dollars  a.picol.  The  Boadjoos  are  very 
ufeful  to  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company,  in  carrying  intelli¬ 
gence  ipeedily  from  place  to  place.  V.  ' 
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ceded  to  the  king  of  'Ternate  ;  but  the  go¬ 
vernment  at  Batavia  afterwards  iffued  or¬ 
ders  that  it  fhould  be  considered  as  belong-  ' 
ing  to  the  government  of  Macafer. 

It  ufed  formerly  to  yield  much  cocoa- 
nut-oil,  and  to  fur  nidi  as  much  of  this 
article  as  was  wanted  by  the  Company ; 
but  f nee  the  year  1730,  it  has  been  fo 
much  ravaged,  firil:  by  the  internal  dif- 
fentions  between  their  own  nobles,  and  af¬ 
terwards  by  the  Mandhlf^fe^hat  all  the 
cocoanut-trees  were  felled  for  the  purpofe 
of  making  bentmgs :  the  land  lies  now  ai¬ 
med  uncultivated  and  defert,  and  is  fub- 
}e£l,  for  the  greateft  part,  to  the  Mandha- 
refc. 

The  petty  kings  of  this  country  requeu¬ 
ed  the  aid  of  the  Company,  feveral  years 
ago,  againft  the  Mandharefe  ;  upon  which 
fomc  veffels  and  troops  were  fent  thither  ; 
but  they  behaved  To  ill,  that  the  natives  forely 
repented  having  ever  had  recourfe  to  the 
Dutch  for  affiftance. 

From  the  report  of  the  chief  perfons  em¬ 
ployed  on  that  occalion,  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Macajfer^  it  appears  that  the  coun¬ 
try  was  then  very  produftive  in  paddee  as 
likewife 
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likewife  that  it  yielded  much  gold,  and  that 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pavigi,  which. is 
'  fituated  upon  the  gulph,  or  bay,  of  Nominee, 
gold  is  found  by  digging  about  four  feet  under 
the  furface  of  the  earth. 

Poero'ngan  is  fituated  inland.  This  ne- 
gree,  or  townfhip,  and  eight  others  apper¬ 
taining  to  it,  bear  the  denomination  of 
Wauwo  Woele ,  or  the  lejfer  mountains.  They 
were  formerly  all  free,  and  dependent  upon 
no  one  ;  aQjprvs^rd^nnd  pofterior  to  the 
ttfequeft  o €  Samboupo,  fix  of  them  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  at  their  earned:  requeft,  into  the  al¬ 
liance  of  the  Company;  and  not  long  af¬ 
ter,  the  people  of  Touraayo,  fituate  behind 
Goach ,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and 
fome  others  in  that  neighbourhood,  were, 
equally,  at  their  own  defire,  included  in  the 
treaty  of  Boni.  • 

In  time  of  war  thefe  places  are  of  great 
importance ;  but  moil  of  them  are  at  pre- 
fent  united  with  Boni ;  as  is  the  cafe  with 
Boele-boele,  and  its  appurtenances,  which  is 
fituated  in  the  bay  of  Boni ,  at  and  near  the 
river  of  the  fame  name.  To  the  Weft,  it 
has  Wawwo  Woele ;  to  the  fouth,  the  river 
Cajfa',  to  the  north,  the  river  Banka ;  and 
r  2  to 
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to  the  eaR;  the  fhores  of  the  bay.  This 
country  is  likewife  fometimes  called  Tello- 
limpoe ;  it  has  three  chief  negrees,  or 
townfhips,  namely,  Boele-boele^  Lamante ,  and 
Radja,  which  are  all  independent  of  each 
other. 

Before,  and  during,  the  war  of  1667, 
thefe  people  were  the  faithful  allies  of  the 
Macaffers,  who,  by  the  treaty  of  Boni,  gave 
up  all  claim  to  this  country  and  its  inhabi¬ 
tants.  After  that  war^' polfefTed  by 
Radja  Palacca,  and  it  was  gbvern^iJy 
him  in  behalf  of  the’  Company,  remaining ' 
one  of  their  moll  obedient  allies  f  but  after 
his  death,  it  continued  under  the  dominion 
of  JSoHtV  whofe  kings  now  look  upon  it  as 
an  appendage  of  their  crown. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  matters  relative 
to  the  kingdoms  and  Rates  of  Celebes ,  which 
I  found  particularly  mentioned  in  the  afore- 
faid  manufeript  account. 

.  I  ihall,  in  conclufion,  fay  fomething-  of 
the  more  diflant  countries,  which,  though 
they  do  not  peculiarly  belong  to  Celebes , 
have  much  relation  to  the  Company’s  go- 
vernment  at  Macajer. 

Bouton  is  a  pretty  large  ifland,  lying  eaR 
■  of 
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of  Celebes,  of  which  I  {hall  fay  more,  in  the 
account  of  my  voyage  from  Macajfer  to 
yimboyna. 

The  kings  of  this  ifland  have  equally  ac¬ 
ceded  to  the  treaty  of  Bom,  though  they 
have  not  conftantly  duck  to  it ;  for  in  the 
year  17-52,  they  fuffered  the  Company’s  fhip 
Ruji  en  Werk  (Reft  and  Work)  to  be  plun¬ 
dered  by  pirates,  for  which  the  Boutonners 
received  a  fevere  corre&ion.  from  the  Com¬ 
pany,  in  dps  year”  1755  ;  they  then  fought 
Bgni  and  Ternate,  but  not  fuc- 
ceeding  in  this,  they  began,  by  degrees,  #0 
incline  towards  peace,  and  fhewed  an  in¬ 
clination  to  keep  their  engagements  with 
the  Company,  without,  however,  either  re¬ 
newing  them,  or  paying  the  penalty  which 
was  impofed  upon  them  by  the  Company, 
on  account  of  the  perfidioufnefs  they  had 
been  guilty  of. 

The  petty  dates  which  are  fituated  on 
the  oppofite  ifland  of  Sumbawa ,  viz.  Dima, 
Dompa,  Tambora,  Sangar ,  Papekat ,  and 
Sumbawa ,  are  independent  of  each  other-, 
but  united  together  by  a  defen  live  alliance, 
as  far  as  regards  their  poffeflions  on  the 
ifland  Sumbawa .  They  are  likewife  all, 
f  3  feparately. 


feparately,  -the  allies,  and  under  the  pro¬ 
tection,  of  the  Company. 

Bima  lies  at  the  eaft  end  of  $ fumbawa, 
about  forty-five  leagues  fouth  of  the  fouth- 
weft  point  of  Celebes,  and  the  palfage  over 
can  be  effe&ed,  in  a  good  veflel,'"Ette  whole- 
year  round.  It  is  a  free  ftate,  under  whofe 
jurifdifilion  are  comprehended,  the  Straits 
of  Sappy,  the  whole  of  Mangery  at  the  weft 
point  of  the  ifland  qf  Ends,  and  the  ifland 
Goenong-api,  which  lalt'Tks  ajittle  to  the 
north  of  Bima, 

„  The  princes  of  Bima,  Dompo,  Zambora, 
Sangar,  and  Papekat,  have,  in  general,  ob- 
ferved  their  engagements  with  the  Com- 
pany  pretty  well ;  but  thofe  of  Sumbqwa 
have  paid  little  attention  to  them,  by  the  - 
inftigation  of  the .  Macaflers  and  Wadjorefe, 
who  refort  in  great  numbers  to  thefe  illands, 
efpe.cially  the  latter,  who  are  great  mer¬ 
chants  and  adventurous  navigators,  and  with 
their  country-boats  they  keep  the  fea  in  a 
moil  furprkpipg  manner  $  they  are  even  faid 
to  go  as  far  as  the  Englifh  fettlement  at 
Bencookn ,  011  the  weft  coaft  of  Sumatra.  * 
Pajjir 

*  Captain  toRREST  mentions  to  have  fe$n.  fifteen  prows, 
lxom.Cehbtsz  at  a  time,  at  Bcncoolen >  loaded  vvjtji  a  n^Ixed  cargq 
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and  CVf^are  two  little  Hates,  or 
feaports,  fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland 
,  Borneo,  and'  were  anciently  conquered  by 
the  Macaffers  *.  ”  , 

Their  princes  ufed  formerly  to  vifit  thefe 
places  zitme,  or  only  accompanied  by  their 
relatives,  prohibiting  their  other  fubje&s,  or 
allies,  from  going  thither.  But  thefe  Hates 
were  received  into  alliance  with  the  Com¬ 
pany  in  the  year  1 686. 

In  1726,  theyxvcre  taken  by  the  famous 
^r^kive^Sfadj o r efe  prince,  and  pirate,  Arob 
Seen^ng,  and  have  ever  fince  paid  an 
.annual  tribute  to  him  -f-.  * 


of  fpices,  wax,  caffia,  fandalwood,  dollars,  and  the  cloths  of 
Celebes ,  called  cambays,  '  T. 

*  Forrest  informs, us  that  Pa  fir  was  a  colony  from  Wad  jo t 
'and  that  the  Wadjorefe  equally  formed  fettlements  on  Sum » 
bawa,  and  at  Rbio,  in  the  Straits  of  Malacca.-  T. 

f  Pajjir  feems  now  to  be  'entirely  freed  from  the.  influence 
of  the  Dutch,  the  tribute  mentioned  by  the  author,  being 
oftenfibly  required  for  the  protection  of  the  freedom  of  the 
port ;  and  in  1772,  when  the  Englilh  Eaft-lridia  Company’s 
fliip,  Britannia- ,  was  there,  a  fadlory  was  intended  to  be  efta. 
blifhed,  chiefly  for  the  fail  of  opium,  and  Indofian  piecegoods, 
and  the  purchafe  of  the  precious  commodities,  fpices,  gold, 
wax,  &c.  brought  thither  by  the  BugguefTes;  this  plan  was  • 
only  fruftrated  by  a  commotion  taking  place  in  the  town,  at 
which  the  Englifh  commander,  rather  needlefsly,  took  the 
alarm,  and  quitted  tlje  country.  Pa  fir  was  then  ft  place  of 
*  4  great 
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great  trade;  with  two  fathoms  wat#?  on  the  mudt&r  bar  of  a 
river  that  led  up  to  the  town,  forty-five  miles,  the  tide  run¬ 
ning  a  good  way  up  above  the  town  ;  this  confifted  of  about 
300  wooden  houfes  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river,  moil:  of 
them  inhabited  by  Bugguefs  merchants:  the  houfe  and  wooden 
fort  of  the  fultan  was  on  the  fouth  fide,  a  very  little  way  from 
the  river.  The  Britannia  lay  about  fifteen  milesrfdjf  the  river’? 
jtiouth,  in  fix  fathoms,  muddy  ground.  T. 


* 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Account  of  Fort  Rotterdam,  and  of  the  Lands  of 
the  Company  around  it. — Difputes  -with  the  Ma - 
caffers  about  the  Limits . — The  Northern  Pro- 
vinces.-r-Occurrences  relating  to  them. — Marqs. 
— Siang  .■ — La  baccan. — Sage  r  ee. — Southern 
Provinces.  —  Poelembankeen#. — ■  Galis- 
song  uplands  on  the  Coaft.—‘ T  an  a  k  eke,  and 
the  Three  Brothers.— Bontain".— CharaSler 
~~rrfj£>i,ts  ^Fraabitants.- — Lefcripion  of  the  Bay  and 
i^r/.-^BoELECOMEA. — Productions. — Its  Road 
and  Fort.  —  Bera. — Shipbuilding,— Defcripion 
of  their  Proas . — The  Inhabitants. 

Having  given  an  account  of  the  prin-  . 
cipal  matters  relative  to  the  allies  of  the 
Company,  I  ftiall  next  proceed  to  defcribe: 
the  Company’s  own  lands,  which  belong  to 
the  government  of  Macajfer. 

Of  the  Company’s  pofTeffions,  in  Celebes , 
Fort  Rotterdam  is  the  chief.  It  lies  in  the 
kingdom  of  Macajfer,  and  belonged. formerly 
to  the  jurifdiftion  of  Tello,  It  is  on  the  weft 
coaft  of  Celebes ,  in  the  fouth  latitude  of 
5?  7',  and  is  the  head  fettlement  of  the 
Com-> 
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Company  here.  It  is  called  Qedjong  l/andang 
in  the  treaty  of  Born,  by  which  it  wa":s  ceded  , 
to  the  Company,  together  with  the  diftrift  „■ 
belonging  to  it.  None  of  the  contracts  point 
out  the  exadt  diftance  to  which  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  round  the  fort  ought  to  be  extended,  on 
which  account  the  Macaffers  endeavour  to 
circumfcribe  it  to  the  north  within  the  ex¬ 
terior  bounds  of  the  town,  or  negree,  of 
Ylaardtngen  and  its  fuburbs ;  to  the  fouth,  - 
within  the  outward  line  of  the  campon  r 
JBaro ;  and  to  the  eaft,  they  defi^itjo^x^;  - 
tend  no  farther  than  to  Bontualack .  / 

The  difference  in  this,  and  in  many  other 
refpe&s,  between  the  Macaflers  and  the 
Company,  arifes  from  the  circitmftance,  that 
the  treaty  of  Bant  remained  in  full  force : 
after  the  conqueft  of  Samboupo^  or  rather 
that  it  Was  never  altered  and  amended,  or 
at  leaff  explained,  upon  the  change  of  affairs, 
although  the  Company  have  fince  been  three, 
times  at  war  with  the  Macaffers,  and  the 
iffue  has,,  every  time,  been  fuch,'  that  they 
-had  only  to  prelcribe  their  conditions  ;  yet 
this  -nedeffary  emendation,  it .  feems,  Has 
never  been  thought  of. 

The  pr-efetit  jurifdiclion  of  -the  Company, 
a§ 


as  claimed  and  maintained  by  them,  extends 
.  from  Shmbong  Java,  to  what  is  called  the 
,  Kraal ;  thence  northward,  along  the  fait 
,  marches,  behind  Bontualack,  as  far  -  as  the 
river  Patinga  Loang ,  not  far  from  Oedjong 
Tana . 

The  northern  provinces  include  the  lands 
of  Maros,  with  the  half  of  Sodian,  and  Bur¬ 
ras,  or  Cabhe  Slang ;  Labaccan,  with  Bon- 
gero  and  Sageree,  which  are  the  plains  lying 
between  Tello  and  Tanete ,  the  proper  gra- 
t^o^Celebes  ;  then  the  places,  which 
are  fitu^ed  between  theft  plains  and  the 
mountains;  and  laftly, .the  mountain-vil¬ 
lages,  or  negrees. 

Theft  lands,  which  border  upon  each 
•Mother,  have  the  fea,  to  the  weft ;  Tanete 
and  Maros ,  to  the  north ;  Lamoeroe ,  to  the 
eaft ;  and  the  kingdom  of  Macajfer ,  to  the 
louth.  . 

They  were  all  conquered  during  the  reign 
of  the  Macafier  king,  Allah  Oedeen,  who 
re.duced  them  to  fervitude,  and  divided  them 
by  villages  and  lots  among  the  nobles  of 
Macajfer ,  who  received  from  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  as  from  their  own  property,  the  tenth 
of  the  produce,  and  the  ufual  feudal  fervices, 

till 


till  O&ober,  1668,  when,  upon  the' rupture 
with  the  Macaflers,  Maros  was  taken  by  ■ 
the  Company  and  their  allies;  but  it  fell' 
again  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  on  the 
£oth  of  November  enfuing  ;  however,  upon 
the  conqueft  of  SamhoupQ,  this  province  was 
alfo  fubdued  by  our  people. 

■  In  the  year  1736,  or  1737,  when  the  north¬ 
ern-provinces  were  overrun  by  the  rebel 
Crain  Bontalancas,  all  of  them,  either 
voluntarily,  or  by  force,  abandoned  the  fide 
of  the  Company,  and  took  up  againft-*’ 
them  ;  but  when  Maros  was  reKken,  in 
Auguft,  1737,  ky  Governor  Smoot,  moft 
of  the  chiefs  returned  to  their  former  alle¬ 
giance,  while  the  others  ablconded,  though 
they  were  afterwards  purfued  and  taken, N 
and  underwent  a  well-merited  punilhment, 
Thofe  who  returned  to  their  duty,  to¬ 
gether  with  other  chiefs  newly  appointed, 
were  fummoned,  in  January,  1738,  to  the 
fort,  where  thofe  who  were  guilty,  but  had 
returned  of  themfelves,  received  a  pardon  ; 
and  all  of  them,  Labaccan  excepted,  ab¬ 
jured  for  ever  the  dominion  of  Macajfer, 
and  were  -  accordingly  again  received  as 
faithful  fubjects  to  the  Company. 

A  junipf- 
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A  jtanor  merchant  has  the  fuperintetfd* 
ence  over  all  thefe  provinces ;  he  refides  in 
1  that  of  Mar  os,  between  the  palifadoed  fort 
called  Valkenburg,  and  the  negree,  Soeryje - 
rang ;  the"  lands  around  the  Company’s  p ag¬ 
ger,  or  palifadoed  fort,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Tanete ,  on  the  river  Pantjana ,•  are  alfo  under 
this  refident.  The  number  of  negrees,  or 
townfhips,  over  which  the  Company’s  jurif- 
didlion,  and  the  authority  of  the  refident  at 
Maros,  extends,  amounts  to  three  hundred 
'—andJfev^4.y. 

For  t%e  government  of  the  inhabitants 
under  the  refident,  Maros  has,  befides,  five 
native  regents,  who  are  eledted  by  the  elders 
of  the  people,  from'  the  nearefl  relatives  of 
fuch  as  have  died,  and  are  prefented  to  the 
governor  and  council  at  Macafser ,  who  con¬ 
firm  the  election,  with  a  referve,  neverthe- 
lefs,  for  the  approbation  of  the  government 
at  Batavia. 

Slang  has  one  regent,  chofen  from  among 
the  natives,  who  is  called  Loma. 

Labaccan  has  alfo  one  native  regent,  who 
has  the  appellation  of  Crain. 

Sageree  has  five  of  thefe  regents,  the  chief 
of  whom  is  Crain  Mangalong. 


w 
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The  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  plains,  however,  are  Bouginefe,  who  • 
are  very  induftrious  in  agriculture  :  thefe  ' 
again  Have  their  own  peculiar  chiefs,  who 
are  appointed  by  the  king  of  Boni  ;  but  they 
are,  as  well  as  the  fubjebts  of  the' Company, 
liable  to  the  levy  of  the  tenth  part  of  the 
rice-harveft. 

The  other  provinces,  lying  between  thefe 
plains  and  the  mountains,  have  likewife 
their  own  regents,  appointed  to  rule  over 
z'  them  in  behalf  of  the  CompanyssQjoft  of"' 
them  under  the  title  of  Crain ,  witM  the  ad- 
jedlion  of  the  name  of  the  negree,  which  is 
under  their  authority.  Thefe  laft  furnifh 
the  timber-  and  bamboos  wanted  for  the 
Company’s  poll  at  Soeryjerang,  and  logs  for 
repairing  the  wooden  pier  "at  Fort  Rotter¬ 
dam. 

Befides  thefe  regents,  they  have  likewife, 
among  themfelves,  feveral  inferior  chiefs, 
whom  they  call  galarangs.  They  live  quietly 
under  their  own  laws,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  own  religion ;  and  'perform  the  feudal 
fervices  required  of  them  by  the  Company, 
as  their  rightful  lord  paramount.. 

To  the  fouth  of  Fort  Rotterdam,  on  the 
weft 


weft  ctjaft,  the  Company  poflefs  the  Imall 
provinces  of  Poelem  Bankeeng  and  Galifsong , 
■  being  within  the  kingdom  of  Macafer  pro¬ 
per,  between  the  fifhpools  of  Aing,  and  the 
river  Tjikoa;  but  the  little  ftate  of  Sandra- 
bont  lies  in  the  middle.  Thefe  plains  were 
iiibdued  by  the  Company,  in  the  war  of 
1667. 

The  inhabitants  of’  both  thefe  diftridts 
make  good  foldiers,  and  thofe  of  Galifsong 
are  efteemed  here  the  beft  featnen ;  when 
the  Company  want  failors  at  Macaffer,  they 
are  obliged  to  ferve  without  any  other  pay 
than  their  fubflftence. 

To  the  province  of  Galifsong  belong  the 
iflaiid  Tanakeke,  and  the  Imall  iflands  called 
the  Three  Brothers ,  which,  equally,  by  right 
of  conqueft,  are  the  property  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  and  the  inhabitants  of  them,  their 
fubjedts  ;  as  is  the  cafe  with  all  the  other 
iflands  which  are  Scattered  along  the  weft 
coaft  of  Celebes,  from  the  point  of  Tourattea 
to  Tanete.  The  Macaffers  have  a  colony  of 
Touradjefe  upon  the  ifland  Great  Barnang\ 
but  many  of  thefe  iflands  are  uninhabited ; 
feme  of  them  are  inhabited  by  the  fubjedts 
qf  the  Company,  and  a  few  by  Bouginefe. 

On 


On  the  fouth  coaft,  and  on  the  ea^t  fhore 
of  the  Bay  of  Bom,  the  Company  poflefs 
the  kingdoms  of  Bontain ,  Boele  Combatkmd  . 
Bera,-  together  with  their  dependencies. 

Bontain  is  bounded  on  the.  weft  by  the 
river  Tino,  which  divides  it  from  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Tourattea-,  on  the  north  by  the  moun¬ 
tains,  which  bear  its  own  name  ;  on  the  eaft 
by  the  river  Kalekongang  ;  and  on  the  fouth 
by  the  fea. 

It  was  anciently  confidered  among  the 
dependent  allies  of  Macaffer ,  and  was  ruled 
by  their  kings ^  but  it  has  twice  hfen  con-  ' 
quered  by  the  arms  of  the  Company  and 
their  allies,  and  was  ceded  to  them,  in  pro¬ 
perty,  by  the  treaty  of  Boni. 

It  is  a  very  pleafant  country,  and  is  fertile*" 
In  rice.  There  is  a  larger  bay  for  fhips  and 
veffels  of  all  defcriptions,  and  the  people  of 
this  land,  and  thofe  of  Boele  Comba  and  Bera 
are  the  beft  matured,  moft  peaceful,  and 
tradfable,  of  all  the  fubje&s  which  the 
Company  have  in  the  whole  ifland  of  Ce¬ 
lebes  *.  ' 

This- 

*  Captain  Cartehet  gives  us  feveral  inftances  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  and  unrefenting  temper  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bontain, 
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TThi^  kingdom  was  once  given  by  the 
Company  to  RadjA  Palacca,  as  a  reward 
For  the  great  fer vices  rendered  to  them  ;  but. 
From  default  of  male  heirs,  falling  again  to 
them,  it  was  afterwards  confidered  as  a  too 

•which  occurred  while  he  lay  there.  The  bay  he  defcribes  as 
a  large  one-,  where  blips  may  lie  in  perfeft  fafety  during  both 
the  monfoons :  the  foundings  are  good  .and  regular,  and  the 
bottom  foft  mUd ;  nor  is  there  any  danger  in  coming  in,  but 
a  ledge  of  rocks,  which  ate  above  water,  and  are  a  good  mark 
for  anchoring.  The  higheft  land  in  light  is  called  Bantain- 
Hill  j  and  when  a  Blip  is  in  the  offing,  at  the  diftancfe  of  two 
or  three  miles  from  the  land,  Ihe  ihould  bring  this  hill  north, 
or  n.-jW.  ancf  then  run  in  with  it  and  anchor*  In  this  bay 
there  are  feveral  fmall  towns ;  that  which  is  called  Bontain  lies 
in  the  northeaft  part  of  it,  and  here  is  a  fmall  palifadoed  fort, 
on  which  eight  guns  are  mounted,  that  carry  a' ball  of  about 
jsight  pounds  weight  :  it  is  juft  fufficient  to  keep  the  country- 
people  in  fubjeftion,  and  is  intended  for  no  other  purpofe :  it 
lies  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  fmall  river,  and  there  is  water  for  a 
Slip  to  come  clofe  to  it.  Wood  and  water  are  to  be  procured 
-  here  in  great  plenty;  likewife  plenty  of  frelh  provifions,  at  a 
reafonable  rate:  the  beef  is  excellent,  but  it  would  be  difficult 
to  procure  enough  of  it  for  a  fquadron*  Rice  may  be  had  in 
any  quantity-,  fo  may  fowls  and  fruit ;  there  are  alfo  abundance 
rif  wild  hogs  in  the  woods,  which  may  be  purchafed  at  a  low 
price,  as  the  natives,  being  mahomedans,  iiever  eat  them ;  and 
filh  may  be  caught  with  the  feine.  The  latitude  of  Btmtabi - 
Hill  is  5®  30'  fouth.  The  tides  are  very  irregular;  com¬ 
monly  it  is  but. once  high  and  once  low  water  in  four-and- 
twenty  hours,  and  there  is  feldom  fix  feet  difference  between 
them.  T.  ’ 
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important  polfeffion  ever  to  part  jyith  it 
again,  without  the  molt  urgent  neceffity. 

It'is  governed  by  two  native  regents,  who 
bear  the  title  of  Crain  ;  namely,  one  who 
rules  over  Bontain ,  and  one  over  Tompobode, 
under  whom  there  are  feveral  galarangs,  or 
village-chiefs.  All  thele,  together  with  the 
ferjeant  who  commands  at  the  Company’s 
pagger,  or  palifadoed  fort,  are  under  the 
authority  of  the  refident,  whole  jurifdi&ion 
likewife.  extends  over  Boele  Comb  a,  which 
was  alfo  anciently  a  feparate  kingdom,  but 
was  brought  under  the  yoke  of  tne  Macaf- 
fers  in  later  times. 

It  ftretches  from  the  river  Kalekongang » 
which  divides  it  from  Bontain,  to  Bera,  ’sr 
rather  to  the  river  Banpang,  which  runs  be¬ 
tween  them  to  the  north  of  it,  lie  the 
mountains  of  Kyndang ,  which  feparate  it 
from  Boni,  or  rather  from  the  highlanders 
of  T ouraayo ;  to  the  fouth,  it  is  walhed  by 
the  fea.  ■ 

This  province  is  likewife  one  of  the  con- 
'  quells  of  the  Company,  and  its  inhabitant! 
are,  therefore,  their  fubjedts ;  and  they  have, 
•together  with  thofe  of  Bontain,  the  fame 
duties  to  fulfil,  and’  enjoy  the  fame  privi- 
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leges],  as  thofe  who  dwell  in  the  Company's 
northern  provinces. 

Two  head  regents  are,  in  likei  manner, 
appointed  to  rule  over  this  diftridt,  namely, 
Crain  Gantarang  and  Crain  Oedjong- 
lowe,  who  have  feveral  galarangs  under  them. 

The  land  is  fertile  in  rice,  and  abounds  in 
■  game  and  extenfive  forefts ;  but  the  timber 
is  not  adapted  to  the  conftruction  of  houfes.' 

In  the  weft  monfoon,  the  road  before 
Boele  Comba  is  dangerous  for  Chips  5  fmali 
veffels,  however*  can  run  into  the  river 
Kalekofigang ,  at  high  water.  At  cj^nearthe 
mouth  of  this  river,  Hands  the  Company’s 
palifadoed  fort  Carolina ,  in  which  the  re- 
Jident,  who  is  a  junior  merchant,  has  his 
abode. 

To  him  is  equally  entrufted  the  iuperin- 
tendence  over  Bera,  which  province  reaches 
from  the  river  Bampang , .  eaftward,  along 
the  feacoaft,  to  the  point  of  Lajfem  (called 
hajfoa  in  our  charts),  and  thence  northward 
to  the  point  of  Cadjang ;  on  the  laudfide,  it 
borders  upon  Boele  Comba,  Tourang ,  and 
Kadjang,  belonging  to  Boele -boele. 

The  whole  of  this  country  was  ceded  to 
the  Company  by  the  ■  treaty  of  Bom.  It  is 
s  2  -  barren 
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krfcil  and  rocky,  and  yields  to  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  nothing  but  acbee  *in  the  room  cff  rice, 
or  bread ;  if  they  want  piiddee,  they  muft  have 
recourfe"  to  Bode  Comb  ft,  or  Mima.  It  has 
fome  woods*  from  which  the  inhabitants,  and 
thole  of  Bode  Combit,  obtain  middling  good 
timber  fof  building  proas  ;  the  chief  build* 
ing  yards  of  the  MaoalTers  were  formerly  at 
this  place  f*.  ^ 


*  Panlcum  ctrd. 

f  They  build  their  prdai,  wfiieh  they  call  paJuakans,  very 
tight,  by  do w ling  the  .planks  together,  as  coopers  do  the  parts 
that^orm  thread  of  a  calk,  and  putting  the  bar^of  a  certain 
tree  between,  which  fwells*  and  then  fit  timbers  to  the  planks, 
as  at  Bombay ;  but  do  not  rabbet,  as  it  is  called,  the  planks,  as 
js  done  there.  In  Europe  we  build  reverfely ;  we  fet  up  the 
timbers  firft,  and  fit  the  planks  to  them  afterwards.  They  are 
bigotted  to  old  models  and  fixtures  in  fitting  their  veflels :  tli?*- 
largeft  never  exceed  fifty  tons :  they  have  their  bow  lowered* 
Or  cut  down,  in  a  very  awkward  manner,-  fo  as  to  be  often 
under  water ;  a  bulk  head  is  taifed  a  good  way  abaft  the  ftem, 
to  keep  off  the  fea.-  They  have  a  tripod  maft,  with  a  high 
pointed  fail:  the  tripod  maft  is  made  of  three  flout  bamboos ; 
two  riling  from  . the  firfes,  and  one  frogs  the  fore  part  of  the 
veffel,  lathed  together  at  the  top ;  the  two  feet  abreaft  are 
bored  at  thelqwer.end  acrofs,-  with  holes  about  three  inehes  in. 
diameter ;  and  tbefe  holes  receive  the  two  ends  of  a  piece  of 
timber,  which  goes  aqrofs,  like  a  main  thaft-  j  on  thefe  the  two 
abreaft  parts  Of  .thetripod  turn,  as  upon  a  hinge:  the  forepart 
of  the  maft  is  fixed  forward,  like  a  mainftay,  to  a  knee  a- 
Riidthips,  with  a  forelock ;  by  unlocking'  the  forelock,  the 
maft  is  ftruckin  a  moment.  2il 

f.  Tb© 


The  men  of  Bera  are,  in  general,  good 
warriors,  both  at  fea  and  at  land ;  the  richeft 
among  them  are  merchants  ;  the  others 
employ  themfelves  in  building  of  proas, 
and  in  manufacturing  a  fort  of  coarfe,  white, 
cloth,  from  the  cotton  which  grows  in  tolera¬ 
ble  abundance  here  ;  a  fmall  annual  tribute 
pf  thefe  cloths  is  paid  to  the  Company. 

This  country  has  ten  regents,  of  whom 
the  chief  is  Crain  Bera.  Thefe  come 
pnce  a  year  to  Fort  Rotterdam  to  difeh^rgo 
their  tribute. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


Account' ff  the  IJland  Saleyer. — Its  Productions. — ■ 
Government.  —  Character  of  the  Inhabitants.  • — 
IJlands  c/  Bonaratte  and  Calauwe. — Intri¬ 
cacy  and  Difficulty  of  the  Government  of  Ma¬ 
casser.--  Contract^  or  Treaty ,  of  Boni. — Mif- 
taken  Policy  of  the  Company. — Declining  State  of 
their  Authority.  —  Encroachments  and  clandefiine 
Trade  of  the  Lnglifh. — Difficulty  of  preventing 
'F  ■*  them. — Alarm  excited  at  Macasser  by  the  Ar- 
"rkyal  ofjffiptain  Carteret,  in  1768.— Account 
of 'Wat  Affair. — Bad  Conferences  of  the  Second 
never  fucceeding  to  the  Governorfhip.- — Emoluments 
of  the  Governor  at  Macasser. — The  other  Ser¬ 
vants  of  the  Company.— The  Company's  Trade.— ^ 
Private  Trade.— Impoffibility  of  preventing  Smug¬ 
gling. — Opinions  of  Governor  Mossel  on  thefe 
Subjects. — Receipts  and  Charges  of  this  Settlement. 

■  — Memorial  of  Mr.  van  Pleuren  on  the. Trade 
of  the  Company. — Eftablijhment  of  Macasser.-— 
Malays,— Their  Chief  or  Captain. — T rade  of  the 
Chinefe  to  Celebes. — Dejcription  of  their  Junk.— 
Departure  from  Macasser. 

The  ifland  Saleyer  lies  nearly  foutb  of  the 
point  of  Laffem ,  full  two  leagues ;  in  the 
;  ftrait 
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ftrak  between  them,  are  the  Budjeroons , 
called,  by  our  feamen,  the  Boeferoens,  which 
are  three  fmall,  uninhabited  iflets.  '  * 

There  are  feveral  other  iflands  which  lie 
round  and  near  Saleyer ,  and  belong  to-  it,  of 
which,  however,  only  two  are  inhabited,  • 
namely,  Bonaratte  and  Calauwe. 

The  Macaflers,  who  had  pofleffiotv  of 
Saleyer ,  made  a  ceffion  of  it,  by  the  treaty 
jof  Bom,  to  the  king  of  Termite ;  but  it  has 
fince,  in  the  lapfe  of  time,  and  by  flow  de¬ 
grees,  been  wrefled  from  the  Ternatefe,  by^, 
the  Company.  ^  » e-  ‘ 

Saleyer  is  very  mountainous  ana^vrrJSdy, 
and  there  are  many  deer  in  its  for  efts,  -It 
produces  ocbee  and  batta ;  the  laft  is  a  fort  of 
millet,  which  conftitutes  a  chief  part  of 
the  food  of  its  inhabitants.  .Much  coarfe, 
blue  and  white,  ftriped,  cloth,  is  made  here 
of  the  capas,  or  cotton,  which  it  likewife 
produces  P,  '  ,  " 

This 

*  Captain  Fourest,  who  was  caft  away,  in  the  B onetta 
ietch,  on  a  fmall,  defert,  fandy,  ifland,  eaft  of  S  ileye.r,  tra¬ 
velled  acrofs  the  latter  in  1763,  accompanied  by  the  refuient. 
They 'were  carried  by  men  up  the  very  fieep  hills,  that  run 
along  the  middle  of  the  ifland  from  north  to  fouth,  on  bamboo 
,  s  4  chairs, 
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This  ifland  is  governed  by  fourteen  re- 
g|»its,  who  refort  once  a  year,  in  the  month 
of  October,  to  Fort  Rotterdam,  with  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  or  three  hundred,  of  their 
countrymen,  to  perform  the  cuftomary  duties 
of  vatfalage,  and  to  fet  forth  fiich  difputes  as 
they  may  have  among  themfelves,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  decifion  in  them. 

This  people  are  pufillanirnous  and  fervile, 
■•and,  at  the  fame  time,  quarrelfome  and  per- 
werfe ;  infomuch,  that,  if  their  fituation  be 
.^otvcxadtly.  to  their  own  liking,  they  im- 
naecnately  emigrate,  with  the  whole  of  their 
farfiilTftoanother  country. 

,,  A  junior  merchant  is  placed  here,  as  re¬ 
sident,  in  behalf  of  the  Company,  who  has 
his  abode  near,  or  in,  a  palifadoed  p agger, 
pr  redoubt,  called  Defence,  which  lies,  as  J 
was  informed,  in  5?  o'  fouth  latitude. 

The  beforementioned  iflands  Bonaratte 
and  Calauwe  were  given,  in  fief,  to  the  old 
Radja  Palacca.  He  made  ufe  of  the 

chairs,  made  on  the  fpot  j  and  they  went  over  the  flat  lands  on 
horfeback.  He  computes  the  inhabitants  of  Saleyer  to  amount 
to  about  fixty  thoufand.  They  drink  much  of  a  liquor  callctj 
Jagtdn,  drawn  from  the  palm-tree:  they  bum  tallow  from  thp 
tallow -tree,  as  in  QAua,  T. 

[  fr'ft 
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•firft  for  a  place  of  education  and  inffrultion 
•  for  his  dancing  girls;  to  which  purpofefeis 
.  lucceffors  in  the  kingdom  of  Boni  like  wile 
appropriated  it;  hence,  thefe  iflands'are 
moftly  inhabited  by  Bouginefe,  and  bu|  very 
few  Saleyers  are  found  upon  them. 

From  thefe  fhort  fketches  and  defcriptions 
of  the  nations  Who  inhabit  the  great  ifland 
of  Celebes ,  may  eafily  be  deduced  the  differ¬ 
ent  relations,  in  which  they  {land  towards, 
each  other,  and  towards  their  neighbour^’ 
both  with  refpedt  to  their  internal*., 
and  their  foreign  comiediions ; 
may  likewife  be  feen,  how  intricate  and 
troublefome  the  office  of  governor  of  Ma~ 

*  cafser  muff  be,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  jarT 
ring  intereft  of  all  thefe  numerous,  petty 
ftates  with  each  other,  and  with  the  intereft 
of  his  employers. 

The  contract,  or  treaty,  of  Boni,  which 
has  been  fo  often  mentioned  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  pages,  was  the  foundation  upon  which  the 
fuperftrudiure  of  the  Company’s  power  and 
influence  in  Celebes  was  erected  more  than  a 
century  ago.  Boni ,  who  firft  entered  into 
this  engagement,  and  whence  it  has  always 
been  called  the  contract  of  Boni,  has,  for  that 
^  .  jrcafon,, 
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rcafon,  been  ever  efteemed.  the  firrt  and 
ofljeft  ally  of  the  Company.  It  was,  at  that  • 
time,  in  danger  of  being  fubdued  by  the  - 
Macafiers,  and  not  poffeffing  Efficient  power 
to  oppofe  fo  redoubted  an  enemy,  it  may,  •' 
therefore,  be  eafily  conceived,  that  the 
Pouginefe  readily  embraced  the  opportunity 
of  entering  into  the  rtri&eft  alliance  with 
Company,  whofe  power  was  fo  great, 
and  lb-  renowned  throughout  India,  that 
whoever  were  their  allies,  might  divert: 
v-lthOmfelves  of  all  fear  of  being  maftered. 
”^jis  wa^-in  fact,  apparent  in  the  fequel, 
Macujser  was  fubdued,  and  Bom,  being  thus 
freed  from  the  fear  of  their  hereditary  ad¬ 
versaries,  encreafed,  more  and  moreVTin  # 
greatnefs  and  lurtre,  more  elpecially  during 
the  government  of  Radja  Palacca.  It 
became  an  adopted  political  maxim,  that 
Matafset  fliould  be  continually  kept  under  j 
and  this  has  been,  till  the  prefent  time,  fo 
ftridtly  adhered  to,  that  Boni  has  been  ren¬ 
dered  fo  great  and  powerful,  that  it  is  at 
prefent  out  of  all  queftion  to  preferibe  rules 
or  bounds  to  that  kingdom,  although  the 
miftake  is  now  moft  clearly  perceivable :  jt 
pven  happens,  from  tijne  to  time,  and  every 
!;  .year,' 
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year,  that  different  portions  of  territory, 

•  which  appertain  to  the  Company  by  right 
of  conquefl,  are  fuffered,  by  the  negligence, 
or  indulgence,  of  the  governors,  to  be  wreft- 
"'“■ved  from  them  by  Boni,  under  fome  plaulible 
pretext  or  other  ;  while,  thefe  encroach¬ 
ments.  are,  likewife,  afterwards  unaccount¬ 
ably  ratified  by  the  government  at  Batavia. 

The  prefent  fovereign  of  Boni  ha.$  brought 
it  fo  far,  that  one  of  his  grandfons  has 
afcended  the  throne  of  the  powerful  king¬ 
dom  of  Loehoe,  and  which  the  Company -v 
have  been  obliged  to  wink  at ;  p^a^s^tb^ 
danger  to  their  interefts,  which  lies  in  this 
vaft  encreafe  of  the  power  and  influence  of 
^  thgJBouginefe  monarch,  has  not  been  fuffi- 
ciently  infilled  upon  by  their  fervants,  or  it 
may  even  be,  that  it  has  been  reprefented'in 
a  favourably  light. 

Hereby,  and  by  feveral  other  circum- 
ftances,  the  authority  of  the  Company  has 
fo  much  declined  in  Celebes ,  that  their  pof- 
fefiions  in  the  ifland  may  be  confid.ered  as 
very  inferior  in  importance  to  others.  Little 
regard  is  now  paid  to  the  treaty  of  Boni, 

.  upon  which  every  thing  hinged  heretofore. 
The  king  of  Boni  has  oven  preiumcd  to  pre- 
,  fer 
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fer  a  claim  upon  the  campon  Bars,  clofe  to 
the  fort,  becaufe  he  refided  for  fome  time  in 
it,  when  he  had  fled  to  the  Company  for 
protection  againft  his  lifter  Aroe  Palacca,^, 
It  is  not  impoffible,  that  when  this  prince 
is 'dead,  other  darker  clouds  may  arife  ;  for 
this  is  certain,  that  all  the  native  princes  arc 
jealous  of ‘the  footing  which  the  Company 
have  obtained  upon  the  ifland,  and  envy 
'  them  their  pofleflions ;  and,  if  they  could 
but  remain  united  among  themfelves,  they 
'  would  not  let  flip  any  opportunity  of  freeing 
from  their  dependence,  by  ex- 
•  pelling  the  Dutch  from  Celebes ,  or  at  leaft  . 
curtailing  their  power  and  influence.  This 
it  is  what  conftitutes  the  moft:  importaht>as  # 
well  as  the  moft  difficult  and  delicate,  part; 
of  the  adminiftration  at  M&cafser ,  namely, 
to  infpire  the  principal  nations  with  jealoufy 
and  diftruft  of  each  other,  at  the  fame  time 
preventing  and  avoiding,  as  much  as  poffible, 
all  adtual  hoftilities  and  interference,  in  order 
pot  to  be  forced  to  join  either  onp  or  the 
other. 

The  Company  are  not  only  menaced  oij 
this  fide,  but  their  hereditary  rivals  in  trade,  “ 
the  Engljfh,  feek  likewife  to  eftablifh  them- 
I  _  '  felves 


felves  here,  which  they  tad  nearly  effected, 

•  about  the  river  of  Sadraboni ,  a  few  years  ago. 
■The  Bouginefe,  Wadjorefe,  and  Mandha- 
refe  are  much  attached  to  them,  and  alfiff 
^^them  iii  the  purchafe  of  fpices  from  Ceram 
and  other  ilia  rids.  Their  new  effablilhment 
at  B alambangang  gives  them  opportunities  of 
connection  with  the  merchants  and  other  in¬ 
dividuals  of  the  different  nations  who  refort 
to  Baffir  and  Soeti,  or  have  fettled  there* 
and  of  drawing  them  over  to  their  interefts : 
and  if  they  were  to  perfevere  in  their  en- 
deavours,  it  would  be  very  difficyAtj  to  pre-r 
Vent  them  from  obtaining  a  footing  '  in 
Celebes',  elpecially  upon  donlidering  what 

-  han^Sned  with  refpedt  to  the  little  Englilh  . 
(loop  of  war,  the  Swallow,  in  1768,  whofe 
flay  at  Macafser  I  mentioned  in  my  former 
voyage  and  though  the  circumltances  at¬ 
tending  it*  were  contradicted  to  me  now1 
that  1  was  at  Macajfer ,  it  was  in  liich  a 
manner  *  as  rather  confirmed'  my  belief,  in 
the  credibility  of  Captain  Carteret  ;  if  a 
a  little  Hoop  of  twelve  guns,  with  a  lick  and 
exhaufted  crew*  was  enough  to  caufe  fuch 

-  an  alarm,  what  would  be  the  event  if  a 

greater 
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greater  force  Were  to  appear  in  thele 
feas  *.  • 


If 


*  When  Captain  Carteret  reached  Macajer,  from  thews' 
South  Seas,  his  fhip’s  company  were 'in  a  dying  condition, 
and  it  was  in  order  to  procure  refreihment  for  them,  and  fhelter 
againft  the  approaching  bad  monfoon,  that  he  touched  there. 

His  arrival  excited  the  greateft  alarm,  and  all  the  fioops  and, 
veflels  that  were  proper  for  war  were  fitted  out  with'  the  utmoft 
expedition.  He,  however,  thought  to  have  been  an  over¬ 
match  for  their  whole  fea-force,  had  all  his  people  been  well; 

But  they  were  fo  reduced,  that,  a  boat  having  been  difpatched 
on  fliore,  the  united  ftrength  of  the  remaining  men,  was  not' 
fufficient-  to  weigh  the  anchor,  though  a  fmall  one,  in  order  to 
.  ^proceed  net^jec,  to  the  town.  As  foon  as  it  was  known  who 
he'SrasJ'he  was  commanded,  by  a  letter  from  the  governor, 

“  inftantly  to  depart  from  the  port,  without  coming  any  nearer 
to  the  town  ;  and  not  to  anchor  on  any  part  of  the  coaft,  or 
“■  permit  any  of  his  people  to  land  in  any  place  that  wdh^gder  ; 

“  the  governor’s  jurifdiftion and  notwitbftanding  all  his  re- 
monftrances,  and  occular  demonftration-  of  the  emaciated  and 
diftrefled  flate  of  the  crew,  the  fliort  and  final  anfwer  of  the 
deputies  of  the  governor,  who  brought  the  letter,  was,  “  that 
they  had  abfolute  and  indifpenfable  orders  from  their  maf-  ' 
“ters,  not  to  fuffer  any  fhip,  of  .whatever  nation,  to  flay  at 
“  that' port,  and  that  thefe  orders  they'  mull:  implicitly  obey.” 

To  this  Captain  Carteret  replied,  that  perfons  in  their  fitu- 
ation  had  nothing  worfe  to  fear  than  what  they  fuffered,  and 
that,  therefore,  if  they  did  not  immediately  allow  him  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  the  port,  to  purchafe  refrefliments,  and  procure  flicker, 
lie.would,  as  food. as  the  wind  would  permit,  in  defiance  of  all 
their  menaces,  and  all  their  force,  go  and  anchor  clofe  to  the  - 
town  ;  that  if,  at  laft,  he  fliould  find  himfelf  unable  to  compel 
1  thetft 
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'  If  there  be  any  government  among  the 
Company’s  poffeffions,  that  requires  a  chief, 
"  who  is  a  man  of  knowledge,  and  of  found 
judgment,  vigilant  and  zealous,  in  difcover- 
''"skig  every  machination  and  defign  thatare  con¬ 
certed  in  the  furrounding  kingdoms  and  pro¬ 
vinces,  it  is  that  of  Macajfer.  Asthefe  qualities 
■  are  feldom  found  in  fuch  penfons  as  are  raifed 
to  the  head  of  affairs  from  the  defk,  or  other 
employments,  which  have  no  affinity  with 
the  art  of  government,  it  is  evident  that 
their  adminiftration  cannot  but  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  mo  ft  prejudicial  co*fequences ; 
and,  for  my  own  part,  I  entertain  no  doubt 
that  there  have  been  governors  fent  thither 
fr^t^Baiavia,  who  have  never  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  even  the  names  of  the  greateft 

them  to  comply  with  requisitions,  the  reafojiablenefs  of  which 
could  not  be  controverted,  he  would  run  the  {hip  aground 
under  their  walls,  and  after  felling  their  lives  as  dearly  as  they 
could,  bring  upon  them  the  difgrace  of  having  reduced  a  friend 
and  ally,  to  fo  dreadful  an  extremity.  It  was  not  till  after  he 
had  begun  to  put  his  threats  in  execution,  by  getting  under 
fail,  and  proceeding  towards  the  town,  that  a  treaty  was  en¬ 
tered  into  with  him,  by  which,  after  much  altercation,  he  was 
permitted  to  go  to  the  bay  of  Bottom,  in  order  to  procure  the 
neceflary  fupplies  of  provifions  and  water,  to  erect  an  hofpi- 
tal  for  his  lick,  and  to  find  fhelter  from  the  bad  monfoon,  till 
the  return  of  a  fit  feafon  for  failing  to  the  weftward.  T. 

„  part 
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jpaft  of  the  nations  with  whom  they  had  to 
deal,  much  lefs  with  the  various  and  intri- 
Ca.e  connexions  fubfiiting  between  then!1 
and  the  Company* 

jp think  it  a  radical  defeX  in  the  manage^^ 
ment  of  the  Company’s  affairs,  that  fcarcely 
ever  the  fecond  perfon*  in  any  adminidxation* 
fucceeds  to  the  office  of  chief  governor,  in 
the  fetdement  to  which  he  is  attached.  He 
mud;  incontrovertibly  poffefs  more  local 
knowledge*  than  one  who  only  knows  the 
place  by  name*  and  who  has  never  affifted 
at  the  deliberations  df  the  loCal  council* 
Yef  the  mode  which  I  condemn  is  fo  uni- 
verfally  adopted*  that  it  mud:  even  be  fur- 
mifed  to  be  a  maxim  laid  down  by  plains  , 
in  high  authority,  the  motives  of  Which  it 
is  impoffible  to  divine* 

At  the  fame  time,  the  government  of 
Macajfer  not  being  a  very  iterative  one,  die  . 
governors  feldom  with  to  remain  long  in  it  j 
and  they  do  not*  therefore*  take  much  pains 
to  dive  deep  into  the  knowledge  of  affairs* 
each  thinking  that  it  will  lad:  his  time. 

Befides  what  the  Company  allow  the  go¬ 
vernor  out  of  the  profits  upon  trade*  and  the  ' 
territorial 
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.  territorial  revenues  *,  there  are  other  private 
•'advantages,  which  help  to  make  out  his 
£>therwife  ineonfiderable  income.  In  the 
firft  place,  the  collection  of  the  tenth  of  the 
‘■N^oduce  of  the  earth,  at  which  the  governor 
is  prefen tj  one  year  in  the  northern,  and  the 
other  year  in ^ the  fouthern  provinces.  Se¬ 
condly,  the  yearly  letting  out  to  farm  the 
duties  on  articles  of  con  furiaption,  for  a  pre¬ 
ference  in  which  two  or  three  thoufand 
piaflers  are  generally  given  as  a  prefen t* 
Thirdly,  prefen ts  are  likewife  given  to  the 
governor  when  vacancies  occur  ^pjong  the 
petty  kings  of  the  oppofite  iflands  by  their 
fucceffors*  to  procure  his  favour.  In  the 
fourj^place,  gifts  are  likewife  offered  by 
others,  upon  his  coming  to  the  government  % 
as,  for  example,  by  thofe  of  Bera ,  who  are 
obliged  to  prefent  him  with  a  new  proa, ' 

'  *  The  Dutch  Company  fupply  their  eaftern  fettlements 
with  the  cloths  of  Indoftan  at  33  J  per  cent  advance  on  the 
prime  coft  ;  whatever  they  fell  for  more  is  the  profit  of  their 
fervants.  Five  per  cent  for  commiffion  and  dekredere;  on  the 
fale  of  all  articles,  is  divided  between  the  governor  and  the 
fecond  at  Macajfer ;  the  former  has  likewife  an  allowance  of 
jf.3000,  about  373Z.  fterling  per  annum,  to  make  good  the  ex¬ 
pence  he  is  at  in  entertaining  the  native  princes  and  gran¬ 
dees.  T. 

vol.  ii.  T  made, 


made,  in  refpedt  to  fee  and  .lhape,  accord¬ 
ing  to  -prefcribed  rules,  and  fuch  as,  being  . 
feat  to  Bima,  or  Sumbawa,  fometimes  fetches, 
fifteeen  hundred  piafters.  And  others  of 
lefs  importance;  the  mode  of  obtaining^”" 
which  is  not  known  to  me. 

The  other  head  fervants  in  the  Com-, 
pany’s  employ,  at  this  place,  confifts  of  the 
following  officers  : 

The  vice-governor,  or  fecond,  who  has 
the  title  and  rank  of  fenior  merchant.  The 
trade  that' is  carried  on  here,  chiefly  relates 
to  his  department.  He  is,  at  the  fame  time, 
commercial  bookkeeper*,  and  has  an  affiftant, 
who  writes  the  Company’s  ledger.  As  is 
cuftomary  in  all  the  Company’s  fettler^ents, 
the  fecond  in  command  is  prefident  of  the, 
council  of  juftice,  and  of  other  boards.  All 
his  offices,  however,  put  together,  yield  but, 
little.  Mr.  van  Pleuren,  who  had  filled 
this  ftation  for  eight  years,  allured  me  more 
than  once  (and  I  have  no  reafon  to  doubt 
what  this  worthy  man  told  me  in  this  re- 
fped,  having  heard  it  confirmed  by  feveral  A 
intelligent  and.  uninterefted  perfons),  that, 
taking  one  year  with  another,  his  income^ 
had  not  exceeded  five  hundred  rixdollars,  or 
twelve 
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twelve  hundred  gilders*  per  annum;  for  the' 

•  whole  time  he  had  been  the  fecond  at  Met- 
■,  cajjer.  This  fum  might,  indeed,  eafily  have 
been  quadrupled  by  unlawful  means  r  as,  by 
^s^eceiving  prefents,  in  the  quality  of  prefident 
of  the  council  of  juftice ;  by  giving  undue 
preferences  to  Chinefe  merchants*  or  others, 
in  the  difpofal  of  the  Company's  piecegoods  ; 
by  winking  at  nlo.nopolies  in  trade  ;  and  by 
other  evil  means,  which  are  fufficiently 
notorious. 

The  commander  of  the  military  is  the  -  ’ 
third  in  order  ;  he  has  the  title  ^uid  rank  of 
fenior  merchant. 

Next  follow  the  jhebandar ,  or  mafter  of 
the^port,  and  the  fifcal,  who  are  both  mer¬ 
chants  in  rank. 

The  fecretary  of  police  and  cafhier,  the 
'•winkelier,  or  purveyor,  the  refident  of  Boele- 
combe  and  Bontain,  the  refident  of  Maros,  and 
the  foldy-boekhouder,  or  pay  mafter,  are  junior 
merchants  in  title  and  in  rank,  and  thefe, 
together  with  the  preceding  officers;  form  * 
the  council  of  polity. 

The  refident  on  the  ifland  of  Sdleyer,  has 
,  the  rank  of  bookkeeper,  equally  with  the  firft 
interpreter  in  the-  Macafter  and  Bouginefe 
T  2  languages ; 


[  *76  J 

languages ;  the  latter  was,'  at  that  time, 
thought  a  very  good  office  ;  he  has  two 
afiiftant  interpreters  under  him- 

To  the  military  belong  further,  two  lieu¬ 
tenants  and  fix  enfigns  ;  of  which  laft,  one^ — 
is  commandant  at  Birna. 

The  lieutenant  of  the  artillery,  is  at  the 
fame  tim z,fabriek,  or  infpe&or,  of  the  forti¬ 
fications  and  buildings,  and  may,  in  certain  , 
points,  be  here  confidered  as  engineer. 

The  equipment  of,  and  controul  ovei*,  the 
-  Company’s  veffels,  which  confifl:  of  ten  o 
twelve  fancballangs  *  and  floops,  employed 
in  cruifing  along  the  coaft,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  fmuggling,  are  vefted  in  an  infpedtor 
of  equipment,  who  has  the  rank  otMea- 
lieutenant.  . 

The  Company’s  trade  here,  confifts 
chiefly  in  the  fale  of  piecegoods,  eipecially  of 
coarfe  cloths,  which  are,  therefore,  prohibit¬ 
ed  to  be  imported  by  private  traders.  At 
the  time  of  Governor  Mossel,  that  is,  in 
*  the  beginning  of  his ,  govei'ment,  1752,*'  he 
calculated  that  the  yeai-ly  amount  of  the 
piecegoods  fen  Ho  Celebes ,  was  one  hundred 

*  Country-veffels,  with  one  mail,  and  a  large  pointed 
fail.  T. 
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thoufand  gilders,  upon  which  the  profits 
were  estimated  at  forty  thoufand  •,  but  as 
^  the  contraband  trade  with  the  Englith  has 
greatly  encreafed  fince  that  time,  ’and  the 
''"Norders  from  Batavia  for  cloths  have  not 
been  properly  executed,  with  other  addi¬ 
tional  influencing  circumftances,  this  vent' 
and  the  confequent  profits,  are  much  cur¬ 
tailed. 

“  It  is  fo  impoffible,”  fays  Mossel,  in 
his  State  of  India  “  to  prevent  fmuggling  at 
“  Macajfer,  on  account  of  the  many  creeks* 
“  and  inlets  of  Celebes ,  which  afford  oppor- 
“  tunities  for  a  contraband  trade,  that  I  hold 
“  it  expedient  and  neceflary,  that  all  private 
“  trade  from  the  fpice-iflands  thither,  ceafe 
“  and  be  prohibited.”  This  private  trade, 
however,  is  continued  as  heretofore,  at  lead: 
to  Amboyna  and  back.  * 

This  free  or  private  trade,  is  chiefly  car¬ 
ried  on,  from  Macajfer  to  Amboyna  and  Ba¬ 
tavia ,  in  rice,  (laves,  trifangs,  and  the  cloths 
which  are  made  there ;  from  Amboyna  back, 
"v  ipecic  is  moftly  brought ;  and  from  Batavia, 
provifions  and  fuch  piecegoods  as  are  not 
prohibited, 

T  3  The 
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The  little  that  the  Company  draw  from 
Macajfer  and  its  appurtenances,  confifts  in 
fapanwood  of  Bima  *,  and  fome  cadjang,  r 
A  fhip'is,  at  prefent,  fent  thither  every 
year,  which  carries  a  cargo  from  Batavia ^ 
in  the  month  of  March  or  April,  and  re¬ 
turns  to  the  capital  of  India,  by  way  of  Bima 
and  Sumbawa, 

.  *  la  1778,  £80,000#.  Bima  fapanwood  was  fold  in  Hoi-, 
land,  at  /.15  per  iqo/3.  (equal  to  about  ssgj.  per  cwt.);  and 
upon  this  article,  the  profit  is  fuppofed  to  be  between  fifty 
.and  fixty  per  cent;  which,  however,  is  fcarcely  more  than 
enough  to  cover  the  charges  of  conveyance  to  Europe.  In 
April,  1769,  the  king  of  Siam,  whence  the  Dutch  ufed  to  re¬ 
ceive  much  fapanwood,  but  the  trade  to  which  country  they 
liad  abandoned  for  fome  time,  fent  a  letter  to  the  government 
at  Batavia,  informing  it  that  tranquillity  was  again  jrbftorecf 
there,  and  that  Siam  had  recovered  from  the  ravages  of  the 
Avanefe  j  requefting,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Company 
rvould  reeftablifli  their  faftory,  a'nd  that  they  would  fumifli  ( 
him  with  xooo  mufquets.  To  the  firft  poiDt,  an  anfwer  was 
given,  that  the  Company  could  not  yet  accede  to  his  defire ; 
and  as  to  the  fecond,  they  fent  him  500  mufquets,  flipulating 
that  their  price  fhould  be  paid  in  fapanwood,  at f.o,  per  picol 
pf  125/3.  "or,  if  need  be,  in  wax,  at  the  current  rate  of  the 
day.  The  Siam  fapanwood  would  thus  ftand  the  Company, 

■with  freight,  &c.  in  2^  rixdollars  per  picol,  at  the  higheft,  or 
f.  16.  per  roo/3,  ahd  the  rate  at  which  the  Macafler  fapan-  ^ 
wood  was  fold,  as  aboyementioned,  was/ii5  per  roo/3.  But 
it  does  not  appear  that  this  article  has,  lince  that  time,  been 
■  procured  from  Siam.  T. 
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Governor  Mossel  was  of  opinion  that 
'  this  expence  might  be  avoided,  as  the  ne- 
ceffary  fupplies  for  the  ■  fettlement  at  Ma~ 
cajfer  might  be  fent  by  the  flip  for  .Banda, 
"''^hich  calls  there  for  rice,  and  the  Bima 
fapanwood  might  be  fetched  away  by  the 
fhip  annually  returning  from  ’Ternate ;  while 
the  Haves,  which  the  Company  require,  for 
their  own  fervice,  from  Celebes ,  might  be 
difpatched  to  Batavia  by  the  veffels  employed 
in  the  private  trade,  for  which  a  contradt 
exifts  between  the  Company  and  the  free , 
merchants,  but  which  is  not  lio^v  availed  of$ 
according  to  which,  f  xty  rixdollars,  or  one 
hundred  and  forty  gilders  per  head,  is  agreed 
to  He  paid  by  the  Company,  for  the  convey¬ 
ance  of  flaves  to  Batavia. 

■  That  gentleman  further  calculated  the 
clear  receipts  of  the  Company,  at  the  time, 
at  eighty  thoufand  gilders ;  in  which  fum 
were  included  the  excife  and  cuftom-duties, 
with  the  territorial  revenues,  which  were 
taken  at  forty  thoufand  gilders. 

-n.  I  cannot  determine  -whether  any  dimi¬ 
nution  has  taken  place  in  the  latter,  finee 
the  year  1752  ;  but  the  forty  thoufand  gil- 
.  ders  profits,  which  were  then  made  by  the 
'  .  ,  t  4  Company 
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Company  upon  the  trade  iti  piecegoods,  and 
upon  opium,  liquors,  and  other  articles  of  - 
importation,  have  undergone  great  altera-  ' 
tion,  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Company  * 
as  at  prefent  Celebes  is  provided  with  thp"''' 
two  firft  articles,  in  no  inconficlerable  quan¬ 
tities,  by  the  contraband  trade  of  the  Eng- 
lifh ;  and  it  is  not  without  reafon,  that  ap- 
prehenfions  are  entertained  that  that  enter- 
prizing  nation  will  endeavour  to  profecute 
it  more  and.  more,  as  they  are  now  aim  oft 
the  foie  matters  of  the  trade  in  piecegoods 
from  Bengal, and  they  feem  to  aim  at  efta- 
hliftiing  themfelves  like  wife  in  the  eaftern  *■. 
parts  of  India.  Yet  the  Company’s  charges 
do  not  decreafe  in  the  fame  proportion  with 
their  receipts :  it  is  true,  that  by  the  good 
management  of  Mr.  van  Pleuren,  in  the 
concerns  committed  to  his  care,  the  charges 
•have  been  lowered,  thirty-three  thoufand 
gilders,  in  the  {pace  of  eight  years ;  and  in 
the  laft  year  he  reduced  them  even  to  three 
thoufand  gilders  below  the  lateft  memorial 
pf  economy  :  but  what  can  this  avail,  if  ^ 
we  confider  that  by  the  above  means,  the 
profits  have  been  reduced  by  one-half,  and 
perhaps  more,  and  that  Macajfer  is\vet  a 
lofing 
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lofing  eftablithment  to  the  amount  of  up¬ 
wards  of  eighty  thoufand  gilders  a  year ; 

'  while  it  cannot  be  expedied  that  all  who 
fucceed  Mr.  van  Pleuren  in  his  office, 
ffiall  equal  him  in  integrity,  and  fhall  ta- 
crifice  their  own  intereft  to  promote  that  of 
their  employers  *. 

The  memorial  drawn  up  by  the  above- 
mentioned  Mr.  van  Pleuren,  for  the  im¬ 
provement-  of  the  Company’s  trade  in  Cele¬ 
bes,  and  the  oppofite  iflands,  feemed  to  mo 
to  be  a  judicious  and  ,elaborate_  compofition.  - 
The  chief  point,  on  which  hejnfifted,  was 
the  prevention  of  the  ’elandeftine  trade  of 
the  Eighth,  and  the  reduction,  under  the 
Company’s  influence,  of  Salemfarre ,  a  king¬ 
dom  whofe  prince  is  attached  to  the  Eng- 
lith,  and  has  always  refufed  to  become  the 
plly  of  the  Company  ;  for  he  would  thereby 
have  obliged  himfelf  not  to  fuffer  any  other 
nation  to  retort  to  his  dominions,  againft 
which  he  m oft  ftrenuoufly  objedted,  alleging, 
that  his  country  was  open  to  all  ftrangers, 

*  In  1779,  the  receipts  of  this  government  amounted  to 
f&l, 190, ^and  the  charges  to  /.  16  3, 13  7,  leaving  a  deficiency 
of/.  1 00,05  3,  or  about  9,100/.  fterling.  T. 

-  j 
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who  behaved  with  propriety,  and  regularly 
paid  him  his  duties.  ‘  •  ' 

When  the  eftablifliment  is  complete  at  - 
Macafj'cr,  it  fhould  amount  to  eight  hundred 
Europeans  *  ;  but  this  number  is  not  nearly 
complete,  on  account  of  the  great  mortality 
on  board  of  the  Company’s  outward-bound 
foips,  by  which  means  fewer  men  are 
brought  to  Batavia  than  are  wanted,  and 
they  are  considerably  thinned  by  the  un- 
healthinefs  of  that  place,  and  of  Bantam , 

.  whereby  not  only  Macaffer,  but  like  wife  al-  1 
mofl  all  of  the  Company’s  pofleffions,  are  in 
want  of  men. 

Befides  the  Europeans,  the  Company 
have,  in  time  of  war,  a  great  number  nf 
Malays  in  their  Service.  Thefe  people, 
.who  have  emigrated  in  the  Sixteenth  cen¬ 
tury  from  Johor  Patanee,  and  other  places 
qn  the  Malaj  ^afts,  and  have  'fettled  thern- 
felve&lifre,  dwell  in  a  Sort  of  town,  Sepa¬ 
rate  from  the  BougineSe,  which  is  called 

y  *  In  1776-1777,  the  eftablifliment 'at  Macaffer,  confifled  of  , 
fifty-feven  perfons  in  civil,  and  three  in  ecclefialftical,  employ 
■.  vments;  thirteen  furgeons  and  affiftants,  twenty-fcven  belpn’ging 

the  artillery  ;  1 7  8  feamen  and  marines,  $02  foldiers,  and  '  . 
feyenty-twQ  mechanics  j  in  all' 853  Europeans.  21 
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@.fter  them  Campon  Maleyo .•  They  are  un- 
'  der  one  captain,  or  chief,  who  is  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  Company,  They  have  always 
been  inseparably  allied  to  the  Company,  and 
have  rendered  them  very  fignal  fervices, 
both  by  fea  and  land. 

The-  Company  have  given  the  illand 
‘Tanakeke  to  their  captain,  for  his  nfe.  He 
came  on  board  of  my  fhip,  with  his  brother, 
in  order  to  accompany  Mr.  van  Pleuren 
as  far  as  the  point  of  tfourattea :  he  appeared 
to  me  to  be  a  peculiarly  friendly  and  open- 
hearted  man,  and  they  both  poffeffed  much 
fenfibility  ;  for  when  they  took  their  laft 
leave  j?f  Mr,  van  Pleuren,  the  tears 
rolled  down  their  cheeks :  they  told  me 
afide,  that  they  loft  in  him  their  beft  friend 
and  benefactor.  Indeed,  I  heard  the  fame  a 
few  days  before  he  went  away  from  Ma- 
cajfer,  from  many  others,  both  Europeans 
and  Indians,  who  fincerely  lamented  his 
departure,  as  that  gentleman  had  made 
himfelf  univerfally  beloved,  by  his  great  a'f— 
-fability,  and  his  generous  difpofition. 

The  Company  have,  for  many  years,  al-  i 
^  lowed  aChinefe  junk  to  come  here,  diredl 
'■'fi'om  nina ,  every  year,  to  bring  thither  the 
J  goods 


[  *H  1 

goods  which  are  exported  from  that  coun- 
try,  and  which  .Qtfierwile  would  be  clau- 
deftinely  introduced  into  the  ifland,  by  that' 
intriguing  nation,  whom  it  would  be  ira- 
poffible  to  exclude  j  and  the  Company’s 
cuftoms  are  now  benefited  by  it,  as,  if  I 
am  rightly  informed,  every  junk  pays  three 
thoufand  Spanifh  dollars  in  duties.  The 
piles'  for  thefe  veffels  are  granted  by  the 
government  at  Batavia,  where  they  are  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  chief  of  the  Chiaefe  nation, 
who  fends  them  over  to  the  merchants  in 
China,  andTor  which  it  is  faid  that  he  re- 
'  ceives  full  eighteen  thoufand  rixdollars  *, 

As  foon  as  thefe  goods  are  landed^  every 
merchant,  for  there  are  feveral  of  them  who 
come  in  fuch  a  junk,  expofes  his  commo¬ 
dities  for  fale,  in  a  large  houfe,  which  is 
peculiarly  adapted  for  that  pur.pofe.  This 
houfe  is  the  daily  refort  of  a  great  number 
of;  people,  particularly  Macaffers,  Bouginefe, 
and  Wadjoreie,  fo  that  tire  merchandize  im¬ 
ported  .is  fpeedily  difpofed  of. 

Thefe  merchants  take  in  return  tripangs, - 
and  Spaniih  dollars,  both  which  render  them 

*  About  3,900/.  fterling.  T. 
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good  profit,  in  China  •,  and  they  are  gene¬ 
rally  able  to  obtain  forty  thoufand  dollars, 
„as  the  governor  here,  Mr.  van  derVoort* 
allured  me  *,  ,  ' 

On 


*  Some  judgment  may  be  formed  of  tbe  trade  carried  on 
by  the  Chinefe  to  the  eaftern  i (land's,  from  the  following 
curious  and  interefting  ftatemeni  of .  the  outward  .  and  return 
cargoes  of  a  Chinefe  junk,  from  China  to  Sooloo,  an  ifland,  or 
rather  an  archipelago  of  iflands,  north  of  the  Moluccas ,  as 
given  us  by  the  intelligent  Captain  Forrest  ; 


“  Lift  of  articles  that  generally  compofe  the  cargo  of  a 
“  Chinefe  junk,  of  which  two  come  annually  from  Amoy 
“  to  Sooloo  }  , 


*  -  Cod  in  Selling  price 

China,  it  Sooloo* . 

a  zooo  galangs  (falvars  of  brafs) 

“,/even  to  a  picol  .  .  dollars  40  .  70 

“  100  picols  iron,  in  fmall  pieces, 

“  like  Bengal  iron . 4-  •  8 

“  fugarcandy,  a  quantity,  per 

“  picol .  7  .  r<3 

£t  50  raw  (ilk,  ditto  . . 400  .  600' 

«  3000  pieces  black  kowfongs,  a  kind 

“  of  nankeen,  per  piece  .  .  .  o,|  . 

“  5000  pieces  kompow,  white  ftrong 

“linen.  ........  °?  •  1 

“  500  kangaiis,  twenty-five  in  a  bun- 
“  die,  called  gandangs,  per 

“  gandang . .  ,  7  ,  10 

“  200  quallis,  an  iron  thin  pan,  three 

“ijfeet  diameter  each  ....  i  .  -  .2 

V  “  500  neffi  of  quallis,  three  in  a  neft  .  .  z  .  z 
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Oii  liiy  former  voyage,  when  1  was  at 
Batavia^  I  wanted  very  much  to  have  feeii 
the  infide  of  a  Chinefe  junk.  Thefe  ard, 
called  .here  moankon ,  and  as  thdre  was  'one: 
lying  aloiigfide  of  my  fhip  in  the  road,  I 
took  the  opportunity  of  gratifying  my  cu- 
riofity.  As  foon  as  I  came  on  board,  with 
the  company  that  were  with  me,  we  were 
received  with  great  politenefs  by  the  Chi- 


Coil  in  Selling  price 

“  One  million  pieces  chinaware,  pfcr  , 

“  hundred  I  s 

*  200  pieces  of  flowered  Giles  ...  6  .  10  . 

befides  tea,  cutlery,  and  other  hardware,  brafs  wire,  gongs, 
«  beads  of  all  colours,  fireworks,  & c.  &c.  ^ 

“  The  returns  are  in  the  following  articles : 


“  Black  fwallow,  per  picol  .  .  dollars 

“  white  ditto  .  . . .  . 

“  wax  .  .  .........  15  .25 

“  teepye,  or  pearl  oyfter-fhells  ...  .  5 

“  birds’  nefts,  per  catti .  6 

“  A.lfo  tortoifefliell,  agal  agal,  a  feaweed  ufed  as  gum,  or 
“  glue,  and  many  other  articles ;  fuch  as  carooang-oil,  clove- 
“  bark,  black  wood,  ratans,,.  fago,  various  barks  for  dying, 
“  caffia,  pepper,  native  camphor,  fandalwood,  curious  fhelis 
“  for  grottos,  pearls,  feedpearl,  and  fpices.” 

Forrest’s  Voyage  to  Ne<w  Guinea ,  and  the.Mo!fecas ,  page 

32S-  V- 
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iiefe  chiefs,  and  tea,  confectionery,  and 
fruits,  were  let  before  us,  previous  to  our, 
taking  a  view  of  any  thing.  This  veffel 
carried  three  math,  of  which  the  .Iargeft 
and  middlemoft  was  nearly  of  the  lame 
thicknefs  as  the  mainmaft  of  my  fhip  the 
Ouwerkerk ,  (a  fhip  of  one  hundred  (  and 
fifty  feet  in  length),  and  it  was  made  of 
one  entire  piece  of  timber.  The  length  of 
the  junk,  from  the  exterior  of  the  ftern,  to 
the  extreme  point  of  the  head,  was,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  computation,  one  hundred  „ 
and  forty  feet.  The  hull  was  feparated  into 
as  many  different  divifions  as  there  were 
merchants  on  board,  each  having  a  diftinCt 
place  to  flow  his  commodities  in.  The 
water  was  likewife  diftributed  in  feveral 
refervoirs,  and  being  ftarted  in  bulk,  was 
drawn  up  by  buckets,  through  hatches 
which  opened  in  the  deck.  The  furnace 
for  cooking  was  by  the  larboard  fide  of  the 
mainmaft  upon  the  deck ;  for  thefe  veffels 
have  but  one  deck ;  and  wc  faw  the  victuals 
drafted  there,  in  a  much  cleaner  and  neater 
manner,  than  is  practifed  on  board  of  Eu- 
ropear^  fhips.  At  the  ftern  were  feveral 
tiers 
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tiers  of  little  cabins,  or  huts,  made  of  bam* 
boos,  as  well  for  the  officers  of  the  velfehs 
as  for  the  merchants.  Exadtly  in  the  mid-  , 
die  between  thefe,  was  the  Peerage,  and  in 
the  center  of  it,  was  a  fort  of  chapel,  in 
which  their  jofs ,  or  idol,  was  placed  ;  they 
bring  every  year  a  new  one  with  them 
from  China,  which  is  then  placed  in  their 
temple,  and  the  old  one  of  the  former  year 
is  taken  away,  and  carried  back  to  China ; 
and  they  never  begin  to  land  any  part  of 
►the  cargo,  until  the  image  of  this  idol, 
which  is  macle  of  gold,  and  is  about  four 
inches  high,  has  been  fent  on  fhore  out  of 
the  junk  ;  both  on  board,  and  on  fhor,e,  they 
continually  burn  lights  and  incenfe,  and  in 
the  evening  fome  filver  paper,  before  the  . 
idol.  The  rudder  is  not  attached  to  the 
veffel  by  pintles  and  googings,  but  it  is 
hung  in  ropes,  made  of  cane,  and  is  very 
different  in  fhape  from  thofe  we  ufe.  Their 
anchors  are  crooked  pieces  of  timber,  to 
'  which  heavy  ftones  are  tied,  to  make  them 
filik.  '  The  whole  of  their  tackling,  both 
cordage  and  fails,' is  made  of  cane. 

On  the  15th  of  February  my  fhip’^com- 

^  ■ 
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}5any  were  muttered  by  the  fifcal  and  deputies 
from  the  council  of  juftice  of  MacaJJer. 
Thirty-one  hands  belonging  to  the  {hip  were 
left  behind  here  in  the  hofpital,  m’ott  of 
whom  were  afflidted  with  bad  ulcers  on  the 
legs,  and  had  not  been  properly  treated  by 
the  fhip’s  furgeon,  as  the  furgeon  of  the. 
place  gave  us  to  underftand  ;  We  received 
on  board,  in  their  room,  feven-fix  other 
European  lailors. 

The  following  day, ,  at  half  paft  {even  in 
morning,  Mr.  B.  van  Pleuren,  with  his 
lady  and  two  children,  came  on-board,  be¬ 
ing,  by  appointment  of  the  fupreme  Indian 
government,  of  the  yth  of  November,  1774, 
made  governor  of  the  province  of  Amboyna, 
after  having  had  the  chief  adminiftration  as 
fecond  of  the  government  of  Macaffer. 

The  ceremonies  which  were  obferved  on 
the  occafion  of  his  departure  were  as  fol¬ 
lows  *.  at  half  paft  fix  o’clock  the  governor 
of  Macajfer ,  Mr.  P.  G.  van  der  Voqrt, 
with  all  the  members  •  of  the  council  of 
polity,  thofe  who  were  married  being  ac¬ 
companied  by  their  ladies,  came  to  the 
houfe  ofifvMr.  van  Pleuren,  in  order  to 
v  conduct 

■  / 
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condudt  him  to  the  pierhead,  where  he  was 
to  embark,  the  garrifon  being  in  the  mean  . 
time  under  arms,  and  the  drums  beating  a, 
march,:  after  having  taken  fome  refrelh- 
ments,  the  former  walked  with  „Mrs.  van 
Pleuren,  and  the  latter  with  Mrs.  van 
dee  Voort,  followed  by  all  the  members 
of  the  council,  from  the  fort  to  the  pier, 
where  a  boat  lay  ready  to  convey  Mr.  van 
Pleuren,  his  lady,  his  children,  and  the 
deputies  from  the  government,  on  board. 
As  foon  as.  the  boat  put  off,  a  falute  of 
twenty-one,  guns  was  fired  from  the  fort,, 
which  was  anfwered  by  the  Company’s 
bark,  the  Mojfel^  which  was  like^yifc  def- 
tined  to  go  to  Amhoyna,  with  nineteen,  and 
by  the  other  veifels,  both  thofe  belonging,  to 
the  Company,  and  thofe  of  private  perfons, 
with  a  leffer  number. 

When  Mr.  van  Pleuren  and  his  com¬ 
pany  were  on  board,  a  falute  of  twenty-one 
guns  Was  .fired  by  the  Owwerkerk,  and  at  the. 
laft  gun,  the  flag  ,  was  hoifted  at  the  mail- 
head.  We  ihortly  afterwards  weighed  an¬ 
chor,  and  fleering  between  the  reef  of 
Great  Lyly  and  the  rock,  we  tainted  the 
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fort  with  one-and-twenty  guns,  and  were 
anfwered  with  the  fame  number  :  in  half 
&n  hour  afterwards,  having  got  out  to  fea, 
the  deputies  from  -the  government  returned 
on  jfhore,  and  we  faluted  theixi  with  nine 
guns. 


J 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


Paffage  to  Amboyna.— Strait  of.  Tanakeke.-— 
View  of  Bontain. — Phe  Ifland  Saleyer.— The 
Budgeroons.— Propofol  for  fortifying  them.— 

.  View  of  the  Ifiands  Cabyne — Passangane — 
Bouton.— Account  of  the  Utter.— Contrast  of 
the  King  with  the  Dutch. — Extirpations  of  Spice- 
trees  .—Danger  ous  Puff  age  between  Bouton  and 
the  Toucan-bessis. — Dwaal,  or  Mistake- 
30, — View  of  the  Ifland  Bouro.- — Account  of  it. 
— View  of  the  Ifland  Amblauw. — Of  Amboyna, 
and  fix  of  the  Iflands  belonging  to  it. — Strange 
NegleSi  with  refpeSi  to  Signal-flags. — Shqrt  Account 
■  of  the  Bay  of  Amboyna. — Anchorage  in  it.— 
Ceremonies  upon  the  Arrival  of  the  new  Governor. 


At  three  o’clock,  p.m.  we  were  conftrain- 
ed,  by  contrary  winds  and  currents,  to  .come 
to  an  anchor,  clofe  to  the  ifland  Galiffong* 
where  we  lay  rthat  night. 


The  next  day,  being  the  17th  of  Fe-  ^ 
binary,  we  weighed  anchor  at  daybreak,  and 
fet  fail,  fleering  along  the  coaft  of  Gelebest 
for  the  paffage  of  Tanakeke,  which  reach-  „ 
-ed  at  ten  o’clock,  and  about,  eleven,  jvejiad^ 

'  puffed 
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patted  the  narroweft  and  moft  dangerous 
part  of  it. 

'  The  Ipace  between  this  ifland  and  that 
of  Celebes ,  is,  of  itfelf,  large  enough,  but. 
the  paffage  is  narrowed,  by  more  than  one 
half  of  the  diftance  over,  by  a  reef  which 
ttretches  out  from  T makeke  towards  Celebes , 
and  by  a  funken  rock,  which  lies  about 
half  a  league  s.w.  from  the  point  of  San- 
draboni.  The  depth  in  the  paffage  is  from 
twelve  to  ten  fathoms.  At  funfet  we  had 
doubled  the  fouthweft  extremity  of  Celebes. 

At  funrife,  on  the  following  morning,  we 
were  abreaft  of  Bontatn ,  which  is  remark¬ 
able  by -Its  very  high  hills,  being  the  termi- 
,  nation  of  the  range  of  mountains  running 
through  Celebes  from  north  to  fouth.  At 
the  fame  time  we  came  in  fight  of  the  ifland 
Saleyer ,  and  fleered  for  the  point  of  Lajfoa , 
which  is  the  fouthernmoft  land  of  Celebes , 
In  the  afternoon  we  law  the  Budgeroons  ly¬ 
ing  eaft  of  us. 

Thefe  are  three  fmall  iflands,  which  lie 
nearly  in  a  line,  in  the  direction. of  n.w.  and 
s.E.  They  almofl  entirely  block  up  the 
paffage  between  the  fouthern  part  of  Celebes , 
Ui^d.hhe  northern  part  of  Saleyer,  the  whole 
‘  ,  u  3  fpace 
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fpace  between  which  is  about  a  league  and 
a  half.  The  northernmofl  and  fouthern- 
moft  of  thefe  iflets  lie,  refpedtively,  fo  clofe r 
to  the  point  of  Lafsoa ,  and  to  the  north  end 
of  Saleyer,  that  there  is  no  paflage  for  fhips 
between  them  and  the  larger  iflands,  and 
not  even  for  fmall  veffels,,  but  attended  with 
danger;  they  therefore  pafs  this  llrait  be¬ 
tween  the  fouthernmoft  and  middlemoft,  or 
between  the  latter  and  the  northernmoft,  of  . 
the  Budgeroons.  Both  thefe  paffages  feem- 
.  ed  to  me,  by  the  eye,  to  be  about  three- 
eighths  of  a  league  in  breadth, .  The  fhores  ■ 
of  the  middle  mod:  illand  are  perfectly  clear 
all  round,  and  fo  very  .bold,  that  there  is  no 
foundings  with  a  line  of  one  hundred  fa¬ 
thoms. 

•  This  is  one  of  the  moll  dangerous  parts 
of  the  navigations  for  fhips  failing  to,  or 
from,  the  Moluccas ,  or  the  fpice-iflands,  and 
there  is  no  avoiding  it  without  going  round 
to  the  fouth  of  Saleysr,  which  is  a  much 
more  hazardous  route,  on  account  of  the 
great  number  of  fhoals  and  funken  rocks 
which  abound  there,  and  are  either  pot  laid 
down,  or  placed  extremely  inaccurately,  in 
the  charts ;  though  I  know  of  a  recentjn- v 
fiance  : 
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fiance  of  a  Company’s  fhip,  which  was 
obliged  to  take  that  route,-  having  been 
driven  fo  leeward  by  the  currents. 

For  this' reafon,  I  am  furprized  that  the 
Company  have  not  eredted  a  few  good  bat¬ 
teries,  provided  with  heavy  artillery,  upon 
the  middlemoft  of  the  Budgeroons ,  in  order  to 
block  up  this  paffage  to  foreign  veffels,  which 
muft  fail  clole  under  this  ifland,  and  would, 
therefore,  be  forced  to  run  under  the  guns 
of  the  batteries,  whilft  they  Would  have 
enough  to  do  to  work  their  fails,  and  would^ 
not  be'  able  to  return  the  fire.  The  objec* 
tion  which  might  be  made  to  this  plan, 
namely,  that  this  fpbt  does  not  afford  any 
thing  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  men  who 
might  be  placed  there,  and  perhaps  not 
even  that  moft  neceffary  of  articles,  frelh 
water,  is  eafily  obviated,  for  the  Company *3  " 
refidencies  Boelecomba  and  Saleyer ,  could 
conffantly  provide  thofe  who  were  garri- 
foned  here,  with  every  thing  they  wanted  ; 
befides,  many  men  would  not  be  required, 
for  there  could  be  no  danger  of  ever  being 
obliged  to  refill:  the  attack  of  an  enemy  up¬ 
on  the  ifland ;  for  it  would  be  impofiible  for 
t  4  a  . boat 
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£  boat  to  land,  if  there  were  any  battery  up-* 
pn  it. 

As  foot}  as  we  had  come  /within  twp 
pables’ length  of  the  middlemofl  ifland,  in 
order  to  pafs  between  it  and  the  northern- 
moft,  we  were  encountered  by  a  ftrong  cpi> 
rent  fetting  >vith  the.  utraoft  violence  to  the 
weflward,  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  aflift 
the  fleering  of  the  fir  ip  by  manoeuvring 
with  the  fails.  The  current  rap  with  fuch 
force,  that  although  we  had  a  fliff  gale 
nearly  aft,  and  the  fhip  feemed  to  advance 
upon  the  water,  full  five  leagues,  we  made, 
in  effedl,  little  or  no  progrefs  towards  get¬ 
ting  through  the  flrait.  In  about  half' an 
hour,  however,  the  current  decreafed,  and 
at  eight  o’clock,  p.m,  we  had  cleared  this 
dangerous  paffage,  and  fleered  fqr  the  ifland 
pf  Cabyne. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  finall  vefl'el,  which 
had  beep  difpatched  by  the  refident  pf  Bon- 
tain  and  Boelecomba,  with  refrefhments  for 
Mr.  van  Pleuken,  came  alqngfide  of  us, 
while  we  wepe  flruggling  with  the  force  of 
fhe  current  y  there  was  the  greatefl  danger 
pf  its  being  flove  to  pieces  againfl  the  fhip*s 
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fide  by  the  violence  of  the  rippling,  and  the 
Indians  who  were  in  it,  caft  off  the  rope,  and 
,  we  thereby  loft  one  of  our  failors,  who  had 
been  ordered  into  the  boat  to  affift  ip  hand- 
ing  over  the  things  they  brought.  As  foon 
as  the  veftel  fell  aftern  fhe.  fteered  for  Sa- 
leyer ,  and  we  very  foon  loft  fight  of  her. 

.  On  the  following  morning  at  funrife,  we' 
faw  the  ifland  Cabyne ,  bearing  e.n.e.  .and 
e.  by.  n.  eight  or  ten  leagues  :  we  were 
ftill  likewife  in  fight  of  the  coaft  of  Cele¬ 
bes,  and  of  the  ifland  Sa/eyer.  We  fteered, 
for  the  foutherp  point  of  Cabfne but  we 
were  prevented  by  calms  from  coming  a- 
breaft  of  it,  till  the  21ft  of  February,  when 
we  alfo  got  fight  of  the  iflands  PaJJhngane 
and  Bouton ,  which  form  the  ftraits  of 
Bouton. 

Bouton  is  a  large,  middling  high,  .and 
woody  ifland.  It  is  a  kingdom  of  itfelf,  to 
which  the  neighbouring  iflands  likewife  be¬ 
long.  The  king  of  Bouton  is  in  alliance 
with  the  Company,  who  pay  him  a  yearly 
fum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  rixdollars  in 
new  Dutch  coin,  upon  condition  that  he 
fhould  not  only  permit  the  extirpation  by 
the  Company  of  all  the  clovetrees  in  this 
and 
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and  the  neighbouring  iflands,  but  alfo  aflifl 
them  in  effecting  it.  For  this  purpofe,  the  * 
Company  annually  fend  out  a  ferjeant,  who  ' .  . 
is  ftyled  the  extirpator ,  and  who  goes  through 
the  woods  in  all. the  iflands,  and  caufes  ajl  ^ 
the  clovetrees.  which  he  meets  with  to  he 
cut  down.  The  king  of  Bouton  is  obliged 
to  provide  him  guides  and  interpreters,  as 
likewife  with  veffels,  if  heftand  in  need  of 
them.  ’  But,  as  for  feveral  years,  he  has 
been  very  negligent  in  fulfilling  his  engage¬ 
ments,  and  has  feveral  times,  upon  various 
pretences,  hindered  the  extirpator  in  his 
fearch  after  the  fpicetrees,  the  government 
in  India  have  thought  fit  to  withhold  the 
abovementioned  pecuniary  allowance,  this 
year,  in  order  to  try,  by*  that  means,  whe* 
ther  the  fear  of  lofing  this  annual  revenue 
(for  one  hundred  and  fifty  rixdollars,  or 
three  hundred  .and  fixty  gilders,  *  is  really 
a  confiderable  fum  in  the  treafury  of  this 
prince)  will  not  fuffice  ,to  make  him  flick 
more  clofely  to  his  contract,  and  be  more 
aCtive  in  affifting  the  Company  to  deftroy 
this  rich  production  in  his  country,  for  the 
benefit  of  Amboyna  and  Banda. 

*  32/.  14.?.  6J.  fterling.  T. 

By 
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By  the  calm  weather  which  accompanied 
us  from  Cabyne,  till  we  were  without  tBe 
'  tToucan-beffis,  which  is  z.  diftance  that  is 
commonly  failed  over  in  one  day,  ,or  in  a 
<fciy  and  a  half,  it  was  not  till  the  26th  of 
"J’february  that  we  could  accomplifh  this  part 
of  the  navigation.  We  had  no  violent  cur¬ 
rents,  either  for  or  againft  us,  though  we 
met  with  fome,  but  they  neither  held  any 
regular  courfe,  nor  did'  the  moon  feem  to 
have  the  leaft  influence  upon  them. 

The  paffage  between  the  ifland  Bouton*  r 
and  the  'Toucan-bejjis  is  the  fecond  dangerous 
part  of  the  navigation"  for  flips  going  to  the 
Moluccas j  or  fpice-iflands.  The  channel  is, 
it  is  true,  wider  than  that  of  the  Budgeroons, 
for,  by  my  calculation,  it  is  about  four 
leagues  over,  from  the  neareft  part  of 
Bouton  to  the  wefternmoft  of  the  Toucan- 
beffis ,  but  the  danger  is  of  longer  duration, 
by  the  numerous  little  iflands  which  form 
the  duller  called  the  <Toucan-beJisi  all  of 
them  either  eonneded  or  furrounded  by 
rocky  Ihoals,  over  and  between  which 
very  rapid  currents  fet  ftrongly  to  the  eaft- 
ward  :  a  great  and  dangerous  flat  called  the 
ttoefyzer,  or  Morjejhoe ,  lies  one  and  a  half, 


or 
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or  two  leagues  fouth  of  them,  upon  which 
many  veflels  of  the  Company  have  been 
wrecked. 

Along  thefhore  of  Bouton ,  there  is,  indeed, 
no  danger  to  avofil  but  the  land  itfelf,  but  in 
the  narroweft  part  of  the  paflage  begins  a 
large  bay,  which  runs  into  the  land,  weft 
and  north,  into  which  there  is  much  danger 
of  being  drawn  by  the  currents  which  fet 
into  the  bay,  if  the  point  ,  oppofite  to  the 
Toucan-bejjis  be  approached  too  near  in 
-calm  weather;  and  if  you’ have  once  fallen 
into  the  bay,  there  is  no  getting  out  till  the 
weft  monfoon  fets  in  again,  and  it  may 
even  be  confidered  a  fortunate  cxrcutnftance 
;  to  fucceed  in  getting  out  then  :  fome  of  the 
Company’s  fhips  that  have  been  drifted  in, 
have  been  five  or  fix  months  before  their 
repeated  attempts  to  get  out  have  fucceed^ 
ed ;  and  among  other  inftances,  when  Mr. 
i>E  Clerk  went  as  governor  to  Banda,  he 
was  detained  a  whole  year  in  this  vexatious 
gulph,  before  he  could  profecute  his  voyage; 
our  navigators  have,  on  this  account,  given 
it  the  appropriate  name  of  Dwaal ,  or  Mijiake- 
bay. 

The 'two  principal  of  the  Toucan-be£is 
iilands 
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iflahds  lie,  by  the  eye,  about  half  a  league 
•  NiN.E.  and  s.s.w.  from  each  other  ;  I  law 
.  the  northernmoft,  which  is  the  higheft,  at 
the  diftance  of  nine  leagues ;  they  are  in¬ 
habited  by  a  people  who  do  not  fuffer  any 
Strangers,  and  efpeciaily  no  Europeans, 
among  them. 

On  the  evening  of  the  ift  of  March,  at 
funfet,  we  difcovered  the  ifland  Bouro ,  bear¬ 
ing  e.n.e.  full  thirteen  or  fourteen  leagues 
off  by  computation. 

This  ifland  is  of  an  oval  fliape,  the  long-.  . 
eft  diameter  of  which  extends  eaft  and  weft* 
Part  of  its  northern  coaft  is  inhabited  by  a 
people  ^who  are  fubje&s  of  the  Company, 
and  are  governed .  by  their  or  an  cay  os,  who 
have  each  a  dap,  or  deputy,  under  them. 
The  interior  parts,  which  confift  of  very 
high  mountains,  are  the  haunts  of  the  Al- 
forefe,  or  wild  mountaineers.  The  fouth 
coaft  is  now  deferted,  on  account  of  the  con¬ 
tinual  invafions  of  the  Papuas. 

The  Company  have  a  fmall  fortrefs  in 
the  bay  of  Cagely ,  at  the  northeaft  end  of 
the  ifland.  A  bookkeeper,  who  belongs  to 
the  eftablifliment  of  Amboyna ,  is  the  chief 
there. 


On 
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On  the  4th  of  the  fame  month  we  flaw 
the  ifland  Amblauw ,  which  lies  about  two- 
leagues  fouth  from  the  eaft  point  of  Bouro.  - 
It  is  but  thinly  inhabited.  A  corporal  and 
four  men  were  formerly  Rationed  here  to 
defend  the  inhabitants  from  the  incurfiottlT 
of  the  Papuas  * ;  but  at  prefent,  there  are 
no  Europeans  upon  the  ifland.  It  now  be¬ 
longs  to  the  fettlement  of  Larike  upon  the 
ifland  of  Amboyna ,  whereas  it  formerly  was 
reckoned  an  appurtenance  of  Bouro. 

On  the  6th  of  March  we  weathered  this 
ifland,  and  faw  Amboyna  at  a  diftance,  bear¬ 
ing  E.F.E. 

The  next  day,  at  funrife,  we  were  in 
fight  of  fix  iflands  belonging  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Amboyna,  namely,  Amboyna,  Ceram, 
Kelang,  Manipa,  Bouro,  and  Amblauw  ;  and, 

*  In  March  and,  April,  the  Papuas.of  Nenu  Guinea  and  the 
iflands  Salnuatty ,  Am,  and  Myjol,  are  apt  to  aflemble  in  great 
numbers ;  and  make  war  on  Gihlo,  Ceram,  Amboyna,  Bouro , 
Amblauw ,  and  as  far  as  Xnlla-bejfy.  About  the  year  1 765,  the 
Papuas  plundered  the  ifland  of  Amblauw,  and  carried  off  many 
of  the  inhabitants,  lti  1770,  upon  an  incurfion  of  a  number 
of  the  Papua  boats,  who  failed  up  the  ftrait  of  Patiemia,  which, 
divides  Baehiatt  from  Gihlo ,  the  Dutch  took  the  Rajah  of 
Salwatty  prifoner,  and  he  was  fent  into  banifliment  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  T. 


an 
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an  hour  afterwards,  we  likewife  faw  the 
illand  Bonoa ;  we  fleered  for  the  point  of 
yAlang,  which  is  the  weftern  extremity  of 
Amboy  na. 

About  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we 
got  fight  of  the  enfign  at  the  faftory  of 
Larike ,  fituated  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Hitoe, 
which'is  the  northern  peninfula  of  Amboyna^ 
and  on '  approaching  Larike  to  within  half 
a  league,  we.  were  faluted  by  the  fort  with 
thirteen  guns,  'which  we  anfwered  with 
five,  ■ 

Hence  we  failed,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
cable’s  length  from  the  fhore,  to  the  point 
of  Alang,  where  we  faw  the  fignal  flag  of 
recognizance  for  my  fhip  flying,  about  five . 
o’clock  ;  this  was  red  above,  and  white  be¬ 
low  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand/the  fignal  flag 
which  we  fhould  have  hoifted  in  return, 
was  to  have,  been,  agreeably  to  the  fealed 
itiftrudtions  given  me  at  Batavia ,  one  with 
three  horizontal  ftripes,  red,  white,  and 
red  ;  but  fuch  a  flag  had  been  totally  ne- 
gledted  to  be  put  on  board  at  Batavia:  the. 
like  occurrence  happened  to  me  before, 
when  I  failed  to  Bengal ,  in  the  year  1769. 
Of  what  ufe  are  fignal  flags  of  recogni¬ 
zance. 
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zance,  if  otie  is  unprepared  to  hoi  ft  the 
anfwering  fignal  ?  A'  fhip’s  captain  can 
never  himfelf  take  the  neceflfary  care  to  be 
prepared  ‘for  them  ;  for  the  letter  of  in- 
ftru&ions,  containing  thefe  fecret-fignals,  i_s 
put  into  his  hands  fealed,  with  directions  ndt 
to  open  it  till  in  a  certain  latitude;  as  in 
this  inflame,  I  was  not  to  open  mine,  till 
I  had  made  the  ifland  Bouro. 

Having  got  to  about  an  eighth  of  a  league 
from  the  point  of  Alang ,  the  pilot  of  Am- 
boyna  came  on  board  of  us,  with  a  written 
order  from  the  governor  of  the  province  to 
pilot  the  fhip  into  the  bay. 

This  bay,  which  is  formed  by  two  large 
peninlulas,  Hitoe  and  Leytimor,  connected 
together,  to  the  eaftward,  by  a  very  nar¬ 
row  ifthmus,  called  the  Pafs  of  Baguewala, 
and  which  conftitute  the  ifland  of  Amboyna , 
is,  at  the  entrance,  between  the  points  of 
Alang  on  Hitoe  and  Nofanipe  on  Leytimor , 
which  lie  eaft  and  weft  from  each  other, 
fcarcely  two  marine  leagues  over,  and  it  gra¬ 
dually  narrows  as  it  goes  farther  in.  It  is  . 
only  in  fome  parts  of  it  that  there  is  any 
anchoringTground,  and  then  it  is  at  no 
more  "than  one  cable’s  length  from  the 
(hore. 


fhore,  in  thirty  and  more  fathoms  water ; 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  remainder  is  with¬ 
out  foundings,  not  even  with  a  line  of  one 
hundred  fathoms :  a  conftant  current  like- 
wife  fets  into  the  bay  on  one  fide,  and  out 
again  on  the  other  :  this  makes  it  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  enter,  efpecially  if  you  have  not  a 
leading  wind :  if  you  are  becalmed,  which 
is  not  unfrequently  the  cafe  under  the  lee 
of  high  land,  and  get  into  the  fiream  that 
runs  out  to  fea,  you  are  foon  driven  entirely 
out  of  the  bay  by  it,  and  may  be  in  danger 
of  being  drifted  to  leeward  of  the  iflaud, 
and  thereby  of  lofing  the  voyage  entirely. 
The  place  where  the  Chips  anchor  is  clofe  to 
the  Leytimor  fhore,  under  the  guns  of  Fort 
Victoria,  in  twenty-five  fathoms  j  it  is  three- 
fourths  of  a  cable’s  length  from  the  fhore, 
and  there  is  no  ground  a  fhip’s  length  farther 
out. 

We  plied  to  and  fro  the  whole  of  the 
following  night,  in  order  to  work  farther 
up  the  bay,  the  wind  being  n.e.  and  thus  in 
our  teeth. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  March,  at 
daybreak,  we  found  ourfelves  about  half  a 
league  from  the  point  of  Jiang,  fo  that  we 

vol.  u,  x  had 
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had  advanced  but  little. .  The  fmall  veflels, 
which  are  called  corrocorros  and  orembays  *, 
ten  or  twelve  of  which  had  come  to  out 
affiftance  in  the  night,  to .  tow  us  in,  had 
been  of  very  little  fervice  ;  for  the  flighted: 
puff  of  wind  moved  the  fhip  faftef  than  they 
could  row  or  paddle. 

At  noon  we  were  at  the  Laha,  which  is 
a  point  that  runs  out  from  Hitoe,  one  Dutch 
mile  from  Fort' ViSioria;  at  two  o’clock  the 
deputies  from  the  government  at  Amboyna, 
namely,  the  fenior  merchant,  and  fecond, 
ViiiLENEuvE,  and  the  fifcal,  Schilling, 
accompanied  by  the  lady  of  the  latter,  and 
the  lady  of  the  captain  commandant  of  the 

*■  A  Mfocorro  is  a  veflel  fitted  with  outriggers,  having  an 
high -arched  fiem  and.  ftern,  like  ,the  points  of  a  half-moon. 
They  are  chiefly  ul'ed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Molucca  iflands, 
and  the  Dutch  have  fleets  of  them  at  Jmboyna,  which  they  em¬ 
ploy  as  guardacoihs.  They  have  them  from  a  very  fmall  fize, 
to  above  ten  tons  burthen.  On  the  crofs-pieces,  which  fup- 
port  the  outriggers,  are  often  put,  fore  and  aft,  planks,  on 
which  ,  the  people  fit  and  paddle,  befides  thofe  who  . fit  in'  the 
Yefi'el  on  each  gunnel.  In  fmooth  water  they  can  be  paddled 
very. fait,  as  many  hands  may  be  employed  in  different  ranks, 
or  rows.  They  are  fleered  with  two  commoodies  (broad 
paddles)  and  not  with  a  rudder.  When  they  are  high  out  of 
the  water  they  ufe  oars ;  but  on  the  outriggers  theyfalways  ufe 
paddles.  At'  orembaj  we  conceive  ta  be  a  final!  cormorro, 
without  outriggers.  V- 

military. 
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military,  Van  ber  Brinks,  came  on  boards 
in  order  to  congratulate  the  governor  upon 
,  his  fafe  arrival  thus  far,  and  to  condud  him 
and  his  lady  on  fliore. 

We  foon  afterwards  had  a  frefh '  bre*eze 
from  the  n.W.  which  carried  us  at  three 
o’clock'  to  the  road,  where  we  dropt  our  an¬ 
chor  in  twenty-five  fathoms,  fandy  bottom. 
We  faluted  the  fort  with  twenty-one  guns, 
and  were  anfwered  with  the  fame  number  ; 
at  four  o’clock  Mr.. van  Pbeuren  went  on 
lhore,  with  his  family  and  the  deputies,  in 
a*  country-boat,  upon  the  mail  of  which  a 
flag,  with  a  pendant  under  it,  was  hoifted, 
and  we -again  faluted  with  twenty-one. 
guns. 

As  foon  as  his  excellency  landed,  he  was 
received  upou  the  pier  by  the  ex-governor, 
Van  ber  V- — together  with  the  other 
members  of  the  council  of  polity,  with  their 
ladies,  and  pafling  through  a  double  file  of  na¬ 
tive  burghers,  or  mardykers,who  were  drawn 
up  before  the  gate  of  the  fort,  he  went  into 
it,  and  out’  again  at  the  landgate,  where  the 
whole  garrifon  flood  under  arms,  and  where 
likewife  the  Chinefe  flood  ranged  in  order 
with  their  little  flags,  to  the  houfe  of  Go- 
■  12  yernor 
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vernor  van  der  V - .  As  foon  as  fie 

was  feated,  the  garrifon  fired  three  volleys, 
which  was  each  time  anfwered  by  a  gun- 
from  the  fort,  as  was  alfo  done  upon  the 
three  volleys  of  the  burghers,  after  which,  a 
few  more  guns  were  fired  from  the  fort, 
which  concluded  the  ceremony  of  the  day. 


CHAP- 
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BOOK  II. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Account  of  Amboyna. — Ifihmus  o/Baguewala. 
— Projeft  for .  cutting  through  it .  —  Abandoned 
when  half  completed. — Fejcripticn  of  the  Bay  of 
AmbOyna. — Its  natural  Strength. — Difficulty,  of 
anchorage. — Road  of  Fort  Victoria. — Currents 
Jetting  in  and  out  of  the  Bay. — Peninjulas  of 
LeyjTmor  and  Hitoe. — Their  Soil  and  Ap¬ 
pearance.  * 

The  province  of  Amboyna,  which'  is  the 
ftrft  in  rank  among  the  poffeffions  of  the 
Company  in  India,  becaufe  it  was  the  firffc 
which  was  fubdued  by  their  arms,  com¬ 
prizes  eleven  iflands,  both  great  and  fmall, 
or  twelve,  if  the  little  ifland  of  Molina  be 
taken  into  the  account ;  thele  are,  Amboyna , 
Ceram ,  Bouro ,  Amblauw ,  Manipa ,  Kelang , 
j Sonoa,  Ceram-laut,  Noujfa-laut ,  Honmoa ,  or 
x  3  Sapparoua , 
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Sapparoua,  and  Oma,  of  Harocha  •,  the  three 
laft  of  which  are  likewife  called  the  Uliajfers,r 
As,  however,  Valentyn  has  been  very 
ample  nil  his  account  of  this  province,  for 
which  he  had  the  bed;  opportunities,  as  he 
refided  in  it  for  feveral  years,  and,  as  his 
work  is  to  be  met  with  in  moft  libraries 
I  ill  all  confine  myfelf  to'  iome  ihort  remarks, 
and  to'  fome  particulars  which  I  thought: 
worthy  of  obfervation,  and  committed  to  pa¬ 
per,  while  I  was  there. 

According  to  my  own  obfervation," the 
middle  of  the  'ifland  of  A?nboyna  lies  in 
30  45'  fouth  latitude,  and  145*.  eaft  of 
A’eneriffe.  Jt  confifts  of  two  peninfulas  con- 
nedjted  together  by  a  narrow  ifthmus  of  about 
three  hundred  and  fixty  roods  acrcfs,  which 
is  called  the  Pafs  of  B  ague  w  ala,  from  a 
village,  or  negree,  handing  near  it,  upon  the 
peninfula  of  ffifoe,  over  againft  the  negree 
of  Hoetoemoeroe,  upon  that  of  Ley fimor,  which 
are  the  names  given  to  the  two  peniiifulas 
cpnftituting  the  ifland  of  Amboyna. 

;  *  The  work  here  alluded  to,  is  a  description  and  hiftory 

pf  the  Eaft-Indies,  in 'Dutch,  in  five  volumes  folio,  publi£he4 
at  Jj'njlerdam  in  1724*  T. 

. 
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As  the  {mall  veffelg  which 'go. from  the 
fort  to  the  Uliajfers ,  muft,  on  account  of 
*  this  pafs,  or  ilthmus,  'take  a  great  circuit, 
or  elfe  be  dragged  over  it,  Mr.  Padbruggb, 
the  governor  of  this  province,  about  the 
year  1683,  formed  a  dehgn  of  cutting 
through  the  ifthmus  entirely  ;  nature  Teem¬ 
ed,  as  it  were,  to  have  pointed  out  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  doing  this,  by  the  branch  of  a  little 
river,  which  runs  out  of  Hitoe,  and  is  called 
Matta-pajfo,  or  the  eye  of  the  pafs,  by  the  na- 
tiyes^/r  The  work  was.  begun,  from  that 
place,  Mo  the  eaftward  right  acrofs  the 
ifthmus,  and  it  would  foon  have  been 
crowned  with  complete  fuccefs,  had  not 
two  idle,  fancies  have  been,  the  caufe  of 
its  interruption  :  the  firffc  was,  that  an  idea 
was  {farted,  that  as  foot)  as  this  cut  Ihould 
be  effected,  the  currents  would  fall  through 
it  with  fuch  violence  into  the  bay  of  Am- 
hoyna ,  that  the;  Kaaimanflmk ,  or  Alligators 
Point,  which  is  a  point  of  land,  projedling 
far  out  from  Hi  toe,  about  the  middle  of  the 
bay,  would  be  walked  away,  and  that  Ihips 
would  in  confequence  be  no  more  able  to 
come  near  the  fort ;  the  other  was,  that 
the  Amboynefe,  who  were  employed  in  the 
X  4  .  work. 
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■work,  rgfufed  to  proceed  farther  with  it, 
becaufe  they  made  one  another  believe  that 
in  digging  blood  had  been  ,  found  to  ilfue 
from  the  earth,  which  was  an  infallible  fign 
of  fatal  confequences  $  and,  however  ridicu¬ 
lous  the  latter  might  be,  it  was  not,  by  any 
means,  poffible  to  get  them  to  go  on.  The 
former  objection  was  fcarcely  lefs  abfurd,  as 
it  appears  undeniably,  that  the  fea,.  eaftward 
of  the^afs,  is  .not  at  all  more  elevated  than 
the  water  in  the  bay  of  Amboyna ,  as  the  in¬ 
telligent  engineer  Von  Wagner,  v{ho..Jjas 
accurately  furveyed  both  fhores,  has"  found, 
and  affured  me.  There  was  thus  not  the 
lead  probability  that  the  currents  cohld  have 
fallen  through  this  opening,  and  have  had 
the  evil  effed  which  was  fo  groundlefsly 
apprehended.  Tlqs  work  of  public  utility, 
and  of  particular  advantage  to  the  Company, 
was  therefore  flopped, 'and  no  one  has  lince 
thought  of- undertaking  it  anew;  although 
Mr.  von  Wagner  has  even  told  me,  that 
he  has  frequently  demonftrated  how  eafy  the 
cut  could  be  completed,  there  being  now 
no  more  t-han  about  ninety  roods  of  land 
to  cut  through,  yet  always  to  no  purpofe. 

The  arm  of  the  fea,  which  is  now  in¬ 
cluded 
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eluded  between  thefe  two  peninfulas,  bears 
the  appellation  of  the  Bay  of  Amboyna.  I  dp 
'not  believe  that  there  is  any  harbour  in  the 
world  which  is  naturally  fo  ftrong  as  this. 
F/om  the  point  of  Alang  to  the  Pafs  of 
Baguewala  it  is  about  five  leagues,  but  from 
the  point  of  Nouffanivel  to  the  fame  ipot, 
fcarcely  three  and  a  half,  leagues,  deep  :  the 
breadth  is  unequal  ;  it  is  narroweft  be¬ 
tween  the  point  of  the  Laha.  and  the  op¬ 
posite  Galghaek  or  Gallows  Point,  where  it 
is  abou>  one  Dutch  mile  over,  and  between, 
the  Kabitnans,  or  Alligators  Point,  and  that 
which  projects  eaft  of  the  land  of  little 
Uatzva,  "'where,  at  low  water,  by  means  of 
a  rocky  fhoal  on  the  Leytmor ,  and  a  fand 
■on  the  Hitoe,  fide,  the  pafiage  is 'fo  con- 
trailed,  that  adventurous  perlons  have,  more 
than  once,  eroded  it  on  horfeback,  although 
the  water'  between  them  is  full  eighty  fa? 
thorns  deep. 

The  direction  of  the  bay,  according  to 
that  in  which  the  two  peninfulas  lie,  which 
bend  round  and  meet  each  other  at  the  pals, 
js  n.e.  and  s.w. 

The  point  of  Alang ,  or  the  weft  point, 
on 
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on  Hltoe,  and  that  of  Nou/fanivel ,  corruptly 
called  Nojanipe  by  ©ur  teamen,  or  the  eaft 
point  of  the  bay,  lie  about  two  leagues  e.|s; 
and  w„|n.  from  each  other. 

From  the  point  of  Alang ,  or  paft  LilUbaoiy 
to  the  point  of  the  Laha,  there  is  no  an¬ 
choring-ground  at  all,  except  clofe  to  the 
rocks  which  border  the  whole  length  of 
the  fhore,  and  upon  which,  elpecially  in 
the  eaft  monfoon,  a  tremendous  high  furf 
■continually  breaks  ;  but  juft  paft  the  point 
» of  the  Lahay  there  is  an  inlet,  or  bm^J^aba 
in  the  Amboynefe  language  figtdfying  a 
bay),  in  which  a  fleet  of  five-and-twenty 
Ihips  can  anchor  in  fafety,  particularly  in 
the  weft  monfoon,  in  twenty-five  and  thirty 
fathoms,  good  fand  ground  ;  the  anchorage 
is  about  a  piftolfhot  from  the  fhore,  where, 
in  cafe  of  neceffity,  fhips  may  likewife  be 
careened.  This  was  the  place  where  the 
iDuteh  fleet,  under  command  of  their  admiral 
Stephen  van  der  Hagen,  lay  at  anchor, 
when,  the  'day  afterwards,  they  crofted  the 
bay,  and  took  the  Portnguefe  fort. 

From  this  inlet  /to  the  Kaaimans  Point,' 
there  is  again  no  anchorage,  except  upon  the 
>edge  ■■ 
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edge  of  the  beforementioned  fand,  yet,  ia 
cafe  of  need,  one  might  anchor  near  the  pals, 
'clofe  to  the  Matta-pajjh. 

Oil  the  oppolite  fhore,  along  Leytimor , 
there  is,  withoutfide  the  bay,  about  half  a 
league  beyond  the  point  of  Noujfanmel ,  a 
reef  of  about  one  league  in  length,  on 
which  one  may  likewife  caft  anchor,  in 
cafes  of  neceffity,  when'  apprehenfions  are 
entertained  of  being  driven  paft  the  bay  by 
the  currents,  in  twenty,  eighteen,  and  fif- 
teen-%t*Ioms,  fand  ground.  This  anchoring-  * 
place,  wlrich  is  of  great  importance  to  the 
(hips  ‘bound  to  Amboyna,  is  not  laid  down 
in  the  Company’s  charts  of  thefe  parts, 
perhaps  intentionally ;  but  it  is  inferted  in 
that  which  is  found  in  Valentyn’s  work': 

I  alfo  faw  it  pointed  out  in  the  laft  map 
.  which  has  been  made  of  the  bay  o t  Am- 
boyna,  When  I  was  at  Amboyna ,  in  the 
month  of  April,  1 775,  I  faw  a  Chinefe 
veffel  lying  at  anchor  upon  it.  Between 
the  reef,  however,  and  the  land  which  forms 
the  point  of  Nouffanivel,  the  depth  is  again 
fathomlefs,  and  the  fhore  is  bold  and  rocky. 

Paft  this  point,  on  the  infide  of  Leyti- 
fnor,  there  is  a  bend,  the  deepefl  part  of 
which 


[  3*6  J 

which  affords  good  anchorage,  in  the  eaft 
rnonfoon,  but  it  is  only  quite  clofe  to  the 
fhore.  This  is  called  the  Portuguefe-bayf 
but  I  am  ignorant  why  this  name  has  been 
given  to  it. 

Thence,  till  part:  the  Galghoeh ,  or  Gal¬ 
lows  Point,  there  is  no  tolerable  anchorage  5 
but  you  then  come  to  the  Vrymans,  or  free 
■merchants',  road,  which  is  juft  paft  that  pointy 
whence  a  fmall  rocky  reef  projeds  out  into 
the  channel ;  you  muft  be  particularly  care- 
-ful.npt  to  anchor  too  near  to  ngint, 

'  for  worms  are  fo  abundant  at  aiasffnear  it, 
that  in  lefs  than  a  month’s  time,  not  only 
the  fheathing,  but  like  wife  the  planks  of 
the  veifei’s  bottom,  are  completely  eat 
through. 

Upon  this  follows  the  road  .of  Fort  New 
Victoria,  but  here  the  anchoring-ground  is 
equally  clofe  in  fir  ore  ;  for  dxre&ly  before 
the  fort,  and  at  one  and  a  half  cable’s  length 
off,  there  is  po  bottom  with  a  line  of  feventy 
fathoms. 

From  this  place  to  the  point  of  little 
Hativa  the  fhore  is  guarded  by  an  uninterr 
rupted  range  of  funken  rocks,  which  pre- 
vent  all  approach,  and  from  thefe  to  the 
pals. 
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pais,  there  is  likewife  no  riiing  bottom,  ex* 
cept  clofe  to  the  ihore.  In  the  middle  of 
■  the  bay  there  are  no  foundings  with  a  line  of 
eighty,  or  one  hundred  fathoms. 

^  The  nature  of  this  bay  conftitutes  the 
ilrength  of  the  ifland.  It  is  only  in  a  few 
parts  of  it  that  there  is  any  anchorage,  and 
then  always  quite  clofe  to  the  ihore  j  and  it 
would  be  a  difficult  matter  for  an  enemy’s 
fleet  to  enter  it,  and  much  more  fo  to  block 
it  up.  The  Laha  is  the  only  place  where 
ihips  ca»  affemble,  and  this  -may  be  made, 
fo  ftroi^gthat  all  fear  of  its  being  availed  of 
might  be  difmiifed ;  this  has,  indeed,  now 
been  determined  upon,  as  I  ihall  have  occa- 
fion  to  notice  farther  on. 

No  rocks,  or  fands,  are  to  be  met  with 
in  this  bay,  fave  thofe  which  have  been 
mentioned,  and  which  lie  near  the  ihore. 

As  there  is  nothing  of  this  kind  to  avoid, 
the  whole  art,  therefore,  of  failing  into,  or 
out  of,  the  bay,  or  of  working  into  it,  con- 
fills  herein,,  namely,  always '  to  keep  well  in 
with  the  windward  ihore,  and  never  to  fall 
farther  off  from  it  than  midchannel.  The 
windward  ihore  is  Hitoe,  in  the  good  or  weft 
monfoon. 
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monfoon,  and  Leytimor  in  the- bad  or  eaft 
monfoon. 

The  currents  here  are  not  regular  ;  neK 
ther  has  the  moon  any  conftant,  or  equal, 
influence  upon  the  tides  ;  high  and  low 
water  fometimes  occur  once,  and  fome- 
times  twice,  in  four-and-twenty  hours  ;  the 
difference  is  from  fix  to  nine  feet :  one  or 
two  days  before  the '  full  moon,  the  water 
is  found  to  rife  the  highefi:,  and  fall  the 
lowed:. 

„  It  is  a  natural  confequence  of  tips  deep 
bay,-  although  at  Amboyna  it  is  thougj^fiome- 
thing.  very  Angular,  that,  when  the  current 
fets  into  it  along  Hitoe,  it  mufi:  run  out,  in 
an  oppofite  diredtion,  along  Leytimor, ,  and 
vice  verfa  in  the  contrary  cafe. 

Both  the  peninfulas,  as  well  Leytimor  as 
j Hitoe,  are  very  mountainous :  on  the  for¬ 
mer,  the  fummits  of  Soya,  and  on  the  latter, 
thofe  of  Capaha,  tower  above  the  reft ;  they 
are  almo.fi:  entirely  overgrbwn  with  trees 
and  underwood,  between  which,  at  inter¬ 
vals,  fome  clove-trees  are  planted  and  cul¬ 
tivated  by  the  Amboynefe.  Thefe  moun¬ 
tains,  like  mod;  others,  are  in  general  rocky, 

'  and 
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and  covered ;  with  a  ftratum  of  earth,  the 
depth  of  which  is  very  various ;  in  tome 
places  it  is  no  more  than  three  feet,  or  lels, 
ih  others,  it  is  twenty,  or  more,  feet  in 
depth  ;  the  foil  is  moftly  a  reddilh  clay,,  and 
ill  the  valleys,  where  there  are  no  rocks,  it  is 
a  little  more  blackilh,  and  mixed  with  more 
particles  offend. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  II. 


Climate  of  Ameoyna. — Monfoons. — Rivers. — HtUs 
impregnated  with  Sulphur. — S ril. — -ProduSlwis.—- 
Planfs. — Herls. — T rees. — Clcpes.  —  Extirpations 
of  Clove-trees. — Cuftom  of  the  Cmboynefe  to  plant 
a  Clove-tree  upon  the  birth  of  a  Child. — Nutmegs. 
— Cultivation  of  Pepper  and  Indigo. — Sugar  and 
Cqjse  might  Ukewi/e  be  produced. 

.  %.  ■ 

This,  as  well  as  all  the  other  of  the 
Company’s  poffeffions  in  the  Moluccas,  is 
fituated  in  the  torrid  zone.  During  the 
'  .three  months  which  I  fpent  at  Amboyna ,  the 
medium  height  of  a  Fahrenheit’s  thermo¬ 
meter  was  between  8o°  and  82°;  the  great- 
eft  beat  was  91  °,  and  the  levereft  cold  720; 
a  difference  which,  in  thefe  parts,  is  fo  con¬ 
siderable,  that  if  fuch  changes  were  to  occur 
every  day,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  prejudicial  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  body  :  this  is  greatly  occafioned  by  the 
high  mountains  of  Soya,  at  the  foot  of  which 
Fort  New  Victoria,  and  the  town  of  Am- 
‘  boyna 
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boynd  are  fituated,  whereby  the  fays  of  the 
fun  are  impeded  from  Alining  upon  theft 
places,  till  it  has  been  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  above  the  horizon  j  and  on  the  other 
hand,  at  noon,  when  the  fun  is  to  the  north 
xJf  the  line,  as  was  the  cafe  during  my 
abode  there,  and  its  rays  ftrike  againft  thefe 
mountains,  which  form,  as  it  were,  an  am¬ 
phitheatre,  it  cannot  be,  but  that  the  heat 
mull  be  greatly  enereafed  by  the  reverbe¬ 
ration  ;  at  leaf!:,  when  I  was  at  the  Laha, 
which  lies  in  a  level  plain  on  the  oppofite. 
fitfe,  I  did  not  perceive  the  exceflive  heat, 
Which  is  felt  at  the  fort. 

The  changes  which  occur,  with  refpeft  to 
the  Weight  of  the  atmofphere,  are  not  fo 
great  3  during  rf!y  flay  of  three  months,  they 
could  fcarcely  be  faid  to  amount  to  two  lines, 
or  to  one-fixth  of  an, inch 3  neither  rain, 
Wind,  or  fine  weather,  feemed  to  have  any- 
influence  in  this  relpedl. 

The  monfoons  are  exa&ly  the  contrary 
here,  to  what  they  are  along,  the  iflands  of 
java,  Borneo ,  Bali,  LomboCj  Sumbawa,  the 
weft  coaft  of  Celebes,  &c. ;  for  when  the 
foutheaft  monfoon  prevails  at  thofe  places, 
it  is  accompanied  by  fine,  dry,  and  pleafant 

vot.  11.  y  weather, 
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Weather,  on  which  account  this  feafon  is 
called  the  good  monfoon  :  whereas  it  is 
then  the  bad  feafon  at  Amboyna ,  Ceram , 
Banda ,  the  eaft  coaft  of  Celebes,  and  in  the 
countries  and  feas  lying  between  them  j  it 
then  rains  almoft  inceffantly,  accompanied 
by  violent  thunder  and  lightning,  and  fudden 
whirlwinds,  to  which  I  have  frequently  been 
witnefs  at  Amboyna  but  all  this  ceafes,  and 
turns  to  the  fined:  weather,  upon  having  pall¬ 
ed  the  ftrait  which  feparates  Saleyer  from 
r  Celebes,  ' 

Many  rivers  precipitate  themfelves  into  the 
bay  of  Amboyna,  from  the  mountains,  though 
they  only  deferve  that  appellation  during  the 
rainy,  or  bad,  monfoon;  for  in  the  good  feafon 
they  are  mere  rivulets, ’and  riany  of  them  are 
•  nearly  dry,  I  was  witnefs  to  the  remark¬ 
able  difference  occasioned  in  them  by  the 
■  time  of  the  year  ;  for  on  my  arrival,  when 
the  dry  feafon  was  not  over,  the  four  rivers,  t 
which  run  into  the  fea,  near  the  town  and 
.  the  adjacent  villages,  namely  the  Way  Tome , 
the  Way  Alla,  the  Way  Nito,  and  the  Bato 
Gadja,,  or  Elephant's  river,  were,  at  that 
time,  no  more  than  rivulets,  in  which  there 
was  fcarcely  two  or  three  feet  water,  but 

at 
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at  fitly  departure,  the  c'ontiriual  heavy  rains 
had  fo  fwelled  them,  that  they  carried  away 
„in  one  night  the  ftrongeft  and  largeft  bridges, 
thirty  and  more  feet  in  length,  that  were  ' 
thrown  Over  them,  or  at  leaft  damaged  them 
very  confiderably. 

Minerals  are  not  met  with  here*  though 
feme  of  the  hills  yield  abundance  of  good 
brimftone,  with  which  their  whole  furface 
is  inccuftated.  There  is  One,  iri  particular, 
On  the  peninfula  o‘f  iHtoe,  which  is  famous 
on  that  -account*  and  is  thence  called  Wd~ . 
'•want,  or  Brimjione- hill;  The  hills  like  wife 
to  the  north  of  Soeli  begin,  as  it  is  faid,  td- 
yield  iblphuf . 

A  tough  reddith  clay  is  found  in  fome 
parts,  of  which  bricks  are  made,  which  are 
jts  good  as  thofe  made  in  Holland; 

Salutary  plants  and  medicinal  Herbs  are 
not  wanting  here*  with  which,  I  was  told, 
many  diforders  and  infirmities  tire  cured. 
Amongft  Others  the  bodti  *  is  laid  to  have 
a  lingular 

*  The  Eod-ati,  which  fignifies  heart -fruit-trecy  becaufe  its' 
fruit  is  in  the  ihape  of  a  heart,  is  called  by  the  Ternatefe 
Soolamo,  denoting  a  panacea,  or  imvmfal  medicine ,  being  held 
as  a  fovereign  remedy  in  almoft  all  diforders  by  the  Indians  { 
r  a  its 
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a  Angular  antifebrile  efficacy.  Then  there 
is  the  cajeput- tree  *,  from  the  leaves  of 
which  the  hot  and  ftrong  oil,  called  caje- 
put-oil,  is  diftilled.  The  fajfafras- tree  f,  the 
bark  of  which  yields  the  coftly  Coelilawang 
and 

its  fruit  is.  fo  extremely  bitter,  that  it  is  generally  called  the 
bing  of  bitternefs ;  Valenytn  fays,  that,  infufed  in  brandy, 
or  other  fpirits,  it  is  good  for  colic,  pleurify,  and  other  dis¬ 
orders;  and  that  when  iifed  for  an  ague,  four  or  five  of  the 
kernels  are  taken  ■:  it  is  alfo  ufed  with  fuccefs  as  an  antidote 
■  againft  poifon,  acting,  in  the  firft  inftance,  as  a  ftrong  emetic : 
Thunberg  fays  it  is  ufed  pounded,  in  the  coite,  both  by  the- 
Malays,  and  the  Javanefe,  T,  ■ 

*  Malaleucn  leucadendra.  Valentyn  defcribes  four  dif¬ 
ferent  forts  of  cajeput,  or  properly  cajoe  peteh- trees,  lignifying 
<wbite-i)jood-trees  ;  it  is  from  the  little  cajos-poeteb-trtt ,  that  tire 
oil  in  queftion  is  diftilled;  Dr.  Thunberg  calls  it  a  famous 
and  excellent  oil;  when  taken  internally,  .it  is  a  great  flido* 
rific,  and  five  or. fix  drops  is  the  largeft  dofe  that  is  given; 
externally  applied,  it  is  excellent  in  all  cafes  of  ftiffnefs, 
or  palfy.  T. 

t  haunts  fa jfafras,  but  a  different  fpecies  from  the  fajfafras- 
tree  of  America.  T. 

%  Coelit-lawang  is  the  Amboyn'efe  name  of  the  tree,  and. 
fignifies  clove-bark,  and  the  Englifli  likewife  call  the  bark  by 
the  fame.- appellation  of  clove-bark;  it  is  of  a  greyifli  caft, 
and  when  upon  , the  tree  is  froooth,  but  when  dried  it  becomes 
rough  and  (hriveHed  ;  it  is  red  within,  and  that  taken  from  the 
bottom  of  the  tree  has  a  ftrong  clove  fmeii  and  tafte,  buthigher . 
up  it  is  notffo  ftrcmg,  and  is  more-aftringent;  it  is  Shed -la 
the  fun,  and  muft  be  kept  in  an  airy'  place;  it  is  much 
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and  its  roots  the  faffafras-oil.  Not  to  fay 
any  thing  of  the  clove  and  nutmeg-trees, 
’for  which  this  ifland  and  the  Uliajfers  are 
famous. 

.  The  wood  which  is  called  dtmboyna- wood, 
or.  properly  Lingoa-vtood.  %  is  moftly  pro¬ 
duced- 

more  efteemed  tlian  the  Majfoy- bark,  though  its  flavour  and 
fmell  fooner  decay.  The  very  excellent  and  penetrating  oil 
extracted  from  this  bark,  is  almcft  as  fine  as  oil  of  cloves,  and 
poffefles  the  fame :  qualities :  the  Dutch  Company  referved  to 
themfeives  the  extraftion  of  mlit-lawang  oil,  and  prohibited^ 
individuals  from  diftilling  it,  upon  a  penalty  of  five  hundred 
rixdollars.  T, 

*  Of  the  Lingoa-wooi  Valentyn  defcribes  three  forts, 
the  red,  the  white,  and  the  itone-hard  lingua.  The  red  lingoa 
is  a  high  and  flately  tree,  with  a  thick  trunk,  fmooth  fappy 
branches,  and  long  leaves  of  a  bright  green  colour.  Many 
limbs  of  the  root  appear  above  ground,  and  thefe  afford  the 
moil  beautiful  pieces  of  timber.  The  wood  of  the  tree  is 
whitifh  immediately  under  the  bark,  but  grows  red  towards 
the  center,  and  is  of  fo  deep  a  tint,  that  it  has  by  fome  been, 
taken  for  red  fandal-wood,  though  it  is  much  coarfer  grained  ; 
it  has  a  pleafant  fpicy  fmell,  and  is  fometimes  made  up  into 
fmall  articles ;  but,  together  with  the  white  lingoa,  it  is  more 
generally  uied  for  rafters,  and  beams  in  hordes,  and  for  all 
kinds  of  carpentering.  The  white  lingua  has  a  larger  and 
longer  leaf,  the  wood  is  of  a  much  paU  r  hue,  and  ot  i.  more 
open  and  coarfei  texture.  The  third  fort,  or  has 

a  fmaller  and  rounder  leaf,  and  is  a  much  harder  and  cloi'er-. 
.grained  wood  than  either  of  the  others  ;  it  is  feldom  me:  with 
but  in  the  high  mountains  of  Ceram-,  «  is  a  very  heavy  wood, 
y  5  a'ud 
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duced  in  Ceram ;  as  is  the  Salmoni- wood 
which  is  yet  more  beautiful,  but  is  toq 
Icarce  to  be  ufed  for  building,  the  timber’' 
for  which  is  moftly  brought  from  Java, 
though  the  Jati- wood  f  is  likewife  propa¬ 
gated  here  with  tolerable  fuccefs ;  but  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  has  not  yet  been  reared,  tq 
fupercede  the  neceffity  of  a  fupply  of  timber 
from  Java. 

There  are  many  other  fpecies  of  wood, 
befides  the  above,  the  half  of  which  I  am 


and  finks  like  a  ftone  in  water.  The  Ungoa -wood  is  fuf"? 
ceptible  of  the  higheft  polifb ,  and  its  beautiful  appearance, 
when  manufactured,  is  defcribed  by  Valent yn  in  the  moft 
glowing  colours;  T. 

f  The  Salmon!,  or  Salemoeli-trce,  as  Valentyn  calls  it, 
affords  a  moft  beautiful  wood  j  it  refembles  walnut-tree- wood 
in  colour,  but  is  veined  and  variegated  in  a  much  handfomer 
planner ;  the  planks  obtained  from  .it  are  feldom  more  than 
pne  foot  and  a  half  in  breadth,  though  fometimes  fome  are  got 
of  two,  and  two  and  a  half,  feet  broad,  and  fopr  feet  long, 
is  abb  callpd  haftard-ebpny.  T. 

f  The  }at{,  or  teak-tree,  as  it  is  called  in  the  weftera 
parts  of  India,  has  its  firft  name  from  a  Javanefe  word,  fig- 
nifying  durable,  It  is  the  pride  of  the  eaftern  woods,  and  one 
of  the  higheft  and  largeft  tree?  of  the  foreft.  There  are  two 
forts,  which,  by  the  timber  they  yield,  are  diftinguifhcd  by  the 
names  of  male  and  female ;  the  former  is  the  darkeft  in  hue, 
and  very  veiny  5  it  is  eafier  to  be  wrought  than  the  latter. 
Which  is  paler  and  lefs  veiny.  T„ 

■  ■  '  entirely 
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entirely  unacquainted  with  ;  they  are  amply 
defcribed  by  Valent yn.* 

*  “A  conception  may  be  formed,”  fays  Valentyn,  “of 
“  the  great  plenty  of  timber-trees  of  all  kinds  at  Aptbcyna,  fot 
“  the  conftruction  of  fhips  and  houfes,  and  for  the  fineft  and 
“  moft  coftly  article?  of  furniture,  from  the  circumftance  that 
M  Mr.  Rumphius  (author  of  the  H»rm  Ambomnfis)  had 
“  procured  a  little  cabinet  to  be  made,  which  was  inlaid  with 
“  nearly  four  hundred  forts  of  only  the  choiceft  and  hand- 
“  fomeft  woods,  and  which,  together  with  other  cnriofities, 
“  that  gentlemen  feut  as  a  prefent,.  in  thg  year  j68a,  to  the 
“  great  Duke  of  T 'ifcanys  Cosmo  the  Third.  If  then  there 
“  are  fo  many  forts  of  fine  and  choice  woods  fit  for  ve-. 
“peering,  how  many  muft  not  the  common  forts  be  E(e» 
particularly  defcribes  a  great  number,  among  which  are  fe- 
veral  dilferent  fpecies  of  the  ebony-tree  ;  the  iron-tree ;  the 
cafuarina ;  the  wild  clove-tree  ;  the  famama-Krte,  which  is  a 
baftard  fort  of  teak;  the  »«si-tree,  which  yields  a  timber  that 
is  almoft  imperKhable ;  the  Chinefe  ufe  it  for  anchors  and  rud¬ 
ders  ;  it  withftands  all  weathers,  and  yields  but  flowly  to  the 
powerful  agency  of  fire ;  it  is,  however,  on  account  of  its 
hardnefs,  very  difficult  to  be  wrought:  the  cajoe-languit-titt, 
which  has  received  the  proud  title  of  the  tree  <f  heaven,  or  of 
the  firmament,  as  it  feems  to  lift  its  lofty  and  lpreading  fummit 
to  the  cloud* ;  &c.  At  the  conclufion  of  his  account  of  the 
trees  of  Jmhyna ,  he  allures  the  reader,  that  the  moft  laborious 
exertion  of  a  long  life  would  not  fuffice.  to  become  acquainted 
with  all  the  trees  which  grow  on  the  lofty  and  woody  moun¬ 
tains,  the  extenfiv'e  and  impenetrable  forefts,  of  Atnboyna,  and 
that  the  vaft  number  which  he  has  noticed,  feventy-twp  of 
which  he  gives  representations  of,  are  but  a  fmall  portion  of 
the  whole,  T.  . 

Y  4  i  Qf 
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Of  the  produces  of  the  country,  confidered 
&s  articles  of  trade,  the  firfl:  rank  is  occu- 
pied  by  its  ftaple  commodity,  cloves.  The 
tree  *  on  which  they  grow,  is  too  well, 
and 

*  Caryephyllta.  The  clove  is  produced  on  a  very  handfome 
tree,  tome  what  refembling  a  large  pear-tree  5  its  Item  is 
ftraight,  and  at  the  difiance  of  five  feet  from  the  ground  its 
branches  hegin  ;  the  hark  is  thin  and  fmoatb,  and  adheres 
clofely  to  the  wood ;  the  wood  is  heavy  and  hard ;  the  leaves 
ftand  two  and  two  oppofite,  they  are  about  a  handbreadth  in 
length,  and  two  inches  broad,  pointed,  ribbed  and  reddiili  on 
rthe  upper,  but  fmooth  and  of .  a  bright  green  colour  on  the 
under  fide,  they  have  a  very  aromatic  fmell  when  bruifed  be* 
tween  the  fingers.  When  a  tree  is  nine  years  old,  and  has 
been  well  attended  to,  it  begins  to  yield  cloves;  they  appear 
in  the  beginning  of  the  rainy  feafort ;  they  are  then  little  dark* 
green  longifli  buds,  and  become  perfect  cloves  in  fliape  in 
the  month  of  Augtift,  or  September;  they  'then  turn  yellow, 
and  afterwards  red,-,  which  is -the  time  for  gathering  them; 
if  they  are  fuffered  to  remain  three  or  four  weeks  longer, 
they  fwell  and  become  what  are  called  mother-cloves,  which 
are  proper  for  propagation,  or  for  candying,  but  not  for  dry* 
ingasafpice.  The  cloves  grow  on  feparate  ftalks,  but  in 
bunches  of  three  or  more  together.  ValkntyN  deferibes 
four  forts:  that  which  he  calls  the  male  clove,  is  the  fort 
pfed  for  drying ;  the  female  produces  cloves  of  a  pale  colour, 
which  are  the  heft  for  extracting  of  oil;  the  king’s  clove  is 
a  very  fcarce  fpecies,  bearing  larger  and  double  cloves;  he 
mentions  one  tree  of  this  kind  that  flood  intheifland  Met- 
chian,  and  a  few  others  that  were  difeovered  in  1668,  and 
in  fltfffof  and  in  Hftof ;  the  fourth  fort  are  called  rice* 
■  cloves  5 
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and  too  minutely  defcribed  by  Valentyn, 
than  that  I  Ihould  be  required  to  do  it 
iiere. 

Two  large  crops  of  cloves  never  Succeed 
each  other  ;  if  the  crop  be  one  year  very 
large,  that  of  the  next  year  will  be  fmall: 
the  fird  general^  takes  place  in  uncommon 
dry  feafons ;  and  epidemical  fevers  are  then 
very  prevalent. 

When  the  cloves  are  almoft  ripe,  they 
mud  be  foon  gathered,  or  they  fhoot  out  in 
a  few  days,  into  mother- cloves.  The  cloves 
which  are  dried  over  the  fire,  indead  of  in 
the  fun,  jure  not  good  ;  thefe  may  be  dif- 
tingu ifhed  by  their  colour,  being  m'ore  in¬ 
clining  to  black,  and  that  they  bend  be- 


cloves;  they  are  very  fmall,  but  likewife  very  rare :  the  clove 
produced  upon  the  wild  clove-tree,  has  no  kind  of  fpicynefs. 
At  the  time  of  gathering  the  cloves,  the  ground  is  carefully 
fwept  under  the  trees,  that  none  may  be  loft;  they  are  gene¬ 
rally  pulled  off  by  long  hooks.  The  ufual  time  of  the  clove- 
crop  is  in  Oftober,  and  it  lafts  till  December,  The  oil  of 
cloves  is  well  known  in  the  Materia  Medica ;  an  hundred 
weight  of  cloves  ufed  to  be  employed  in  former  times  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  quart  of  oil,  but  that  quantity  is  now  drawn  from 
forty  pounds,  though  it  is  in  confequence  not  fo  powerful ; 
the  extra flion  of  the  oil  is  ftriftly  prohibited  by  the  Dutch 
fompany  to  all  individuals,  T,  1 


tweea 
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tw-een  the  fingers ;  while  thofe  which  arc 
properly  dried,  are,  on  the  contrary,  not 
flexible,  but  brittle,  and  fnap  afunder  upon 
being  filliped  with  the  finger;  they  are  alfo 
pf  a  reddifh  caft. 

.  The  crop  of  cloves  depends  much  upon 
the  temperature  of  the  feather,  in  the 
months  of  June  and  September.  An  after- 
crop  is  lometimes  made,  but  the  time  is  urn 
certain,  ,and  it  does  not  often  happen. 

Although  this  fpice  is  not  an  indigenous 
-  production  of  Jmboyna,  but  a  native  of  jthe 
Afr/mYtiflands  proper,  whence  it  was  brought, 
hither  fome  centurie,s  ago  it  profpers  ex¬ 
ceedingly 

*  A  fhort  time  before  the  coming  of  the  Portuguefe  in 
Am&eytta ,  the  Cerammers  of  Cnmbello  fecretly  brought  fome 
mother- cloves  in  hollow  bamboos  from  Macbtan,  whence  they 
were  propagated  all  over  Ceram,  Amloyna,  and  the  neigh* 
bouring  iflands,  and  in  the  fpace  of  fifty  or  fixty  years  the 
whole  of  ■Hoeiuamcebil  was  covered  with  them.  This  was 
told  to  the  Dntch  when  they  fir  ft  came  to  Cambello ,  and  fome 
of  the  trees  firft  planted  were  (hewn  to  them,  behind  the  hill 
of  Majflli ;  the  memory  of  it  is  likewife  preferved  in  the  tra¬ 
ditionary  fongs  of  the  Amboyne.fe.  The  brave  and  enteiv 
prizing  inhabitants  of  Camlelh,  were  rewarded  for  the  open*  . 
nefs  with  which  they  ftiewcd  the  Dutch  their  treafures,  by 
the  deftreetion  of  all  their  clove-trees,  and  the  deprivation 
of  the  fruit?  of  their  induftry,  and  exertion ;  the  implacable 
cnrojty 
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ceedingly  well  here,  and  elpecially  upon  the 
iflands  of  Honimoa,  Oma ,  and  NouJfa-lautt 
'commonly  called. the  Uliqfferf ,  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  Amboy na,  are  the  only  fpotg 
W.here  the  Company  allow  it  to  be  culti¬ 
vated  *,  and  they  conftantly  caufe  it  to  be 
deftroyed  in  every  other  place  within  their; 

enmity 'which  they  in  confequence  entertained  fqr  the  Dutch, 
and  .their  repeated  attacks  upon  the  forts,  their  enemies  efta- 
blifhed  in  their  country,  have  been  ftigmatized  by  the  Dutch 
writers,  as  abafe  and  wicked  fpiritof  difobedience,  and  an 
vnjup  and  cruel  lull  of  blood  and  warfare; ,-ff  fo  that,”  fays* 
Yalentyn-,  “  it  would  have  been  better, 'if,  inftead of  extir- 
‘‘  paring  their  trees  alone,  we  had,  at  the  fame  time,  exter- 
“  minated  this  revengeful  and  fanguinary  nation.”  T. ' 

*  I  believe  too,  that  whatever  pains  foreign  nations  may 
tike  to  propagate  thefe  fpice-trees  in  other  places,  they-  will 
never  fucceed,  except  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Moluccas, 
uniefs  in  fimilar  countries,  lituated  in  the  lame  latitudes, 
which,  like  thefe,  heated  by  fubterraneous  fires,  afford,  by  the 
a£tion  of  this  natural  laboratory,  fufficient  heat  to  the  fpice-r 
trees,  to  give  their  fruit  their  ftrong  pungent  and  aromatic  fia? 
vour.  S. 

The  clove-tree  has,  however,  been  fuccefsfully  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  Weft-India  iflands,  and  though  the  quan¬ 
tities  hitherto  brought  from  them,  have  been  very  infignifi- 
cant,  yet  their  conftant  increafe  fuffices  to  Ihew,  that  the 
culture  is  in  an  improving  Hate;  in  1797,  350/^.  were  im¬ 
ported  to  London  from  Mcrtinico,  and  in  the  prefent  year 
S-ooWj.  from  that  illand,  and  6,981  Us.  from  St.  Kitts .  T. , 

reach, 
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reach,  efpecially  on  little  Ceram ,  or  Hoewa - 
moehil  *  ;  exclufive  of  the  extirpations  which 
take  place,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  fpice-" 
jflands  themfelves,  in  order  to  moderate  the 
great  abundance  of  the  article,  with  which 
their  warehoufes  overflow,  both  at  Batavia 
and  in  Holland. 

Thus,  the  fupreme  Indian  government 
ordered  by  their  letter,  of  the  26th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1769,  that  the  number  of  clove- 
trees  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  exceed  five 
Tiundred  thoufand  f,  and  it  was  further  or¬ 
dered,  in  the  year  1773,’  that  fifty  thoufand 
more  ihould  be  deftroyed,  fo  that  at  pre-» 
lent  (1773),  after  three  extirpations,  the 
number  of  clove-trees,  as  near,  as  could 

*  Hottynmehil  is  a  peninfula  joined  to  Qeram  by  an  ifthmus, 
called  thePafs  of  T ament',  it  was  not  only  very  fertile  in 
plove-trees,  but  produced  likewife  large  quantities  of  nutmeg- 
trees;  of  thefelaft,  what  was  called  the  great  nutmeg- tree  forefi, 
■was  deftroyed  in  1667,  and  in  another  place  3,300  nutmeg- 
trees.  T. 

4  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  clove-trees  are  allowed  to 
t  plantation,  or  doujjon,  as  it  is  called  by  the  Amboynefe,  and 
of  thefe  there  are  4000,  which  makes  the  number  of  590,000 
trees.  J. 


be 
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be  afcertained,  amounts  to  513,268;  where¬ 
of  ,  « 

320,49!  fruit-bearing  trees 
104,866  half- grown 
87,9 1 1  young  plants  •' 


5*3>2.68  . 

befides  22,310  tatatiamangs,  which  are  trees 
that  are  not  comprehended  in  the  clove* 
plantations,  but  fland  interfperfed  here  and 
there,  near  the  houfes.  Every  Amboy* 
nefe  plants  filch  a  clove-tree  when  a  child  , 
is ’born  to  him,  in  order,  by  a  rough  cal- 
.  culation,  to  know  their  age.  Although  they 
Mo  not  oppofe  the  extirpation  of  the  clove- 
trees  in  the  plantations,  when  the  Company 
think  it  fit,  yet  to  touch  their  tatanamangs 
would  fpeedily  be  the  caufe  of  a  general  in- 
fur  re&ion  among  them:  this  was  manifeft  on 
-the  occafion  of  one  of  the  laft.  extirpations, 
when  the  extirpators,  ignorantly,  at  leaft  as 
they  pretended,  cut  down  foine  tatanamangs. 
The  whole  country  was  immediately  up  * 
and  had  not  the  then  governor.  Van  dee 
V — . — f  fpeedily  provided  againft  it,  they 
would  have  deftroyed  all  the  other  clove* 
trees,  let  fire  to  their  habitations,  and  flying 

to 
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to  the  mountains,  they  would  thus  have 
withdrawn  themfelves  from  their  obedience 
to  the  Company. 

I  have  been  affured  that  a  clove-tree  will 
Con  t  in  if  e  to  bear  fruit  for  the  fpace  of  eighty 
years 

Befides  the  clove,  nutmeg-trees  iikewife 
grow  here  with  tolerable  luxuriance ;  but 
they  are  all  deftroyed,  by  the.  orders  of  the 
government,  whenever  they  are  found f. 

In. 

•  Valentyn  mentions  a  clove-tree  lipon  ticenuanw^hili 

that  was  known  to  be  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  old,  and 
to  have  yielded  in  one  feafon  two  bhars,  or  ljioo /£..  of. 
cloves;.  5H  „  / 

f  As  we  had  no  opportunity,  in  the  fliort  account  given  of 
the  iflands  of  Han  da  in  the  firft  volume,  W  deferffie  the  nutmeg- 
tree,  it  may  be  well  to  introduce  an  account  of  it  here.  The 
vijripca  mofcbdta ,  or  true  nutmegs  is  a  Iiandfome  and  fpreadiog 
tree;  the  bark  is  fmooth,  and  of  a  brownifli-grey  colour;  the 
leaves  are  eliptital,  pointed,  obliquely  nerved,  on  the  upper  fi<fe 
of  a  bright  green,  on  the  under,  whitifli,  and  fland  alternately 
upon  footftalks ;  they  afford  a  moft  grateful  aromatic  feent.  when 
bruifed.  if  a  branch  of  the  tree  .be  broken  off,'  a'  fap  runs 
c'Ut  of  it,  which  is  of  great  prejudice  to  the  tree ;  and  it  never 
thrives  tvell  afterwards.  It  does  not  bear  fruit  till  its  eighth  Or  - 

•  ninth  year.  When  it  begins  to  produce  fruit,  little  yelfowifli 
buds  make  their  appearance,  out  of  which  fmall  white  flowers 
are  blown,  hanging  two  of  three  together,  upon  flender  pedun-  . 
ties;  in  the  center  of  thfe  . flower  is  an  oblong  reddifli  knob,- 
from  which  the  fruit  is  produced,  though  no  more  than  oiTe 

blbflV  . 
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In.  proportion,  as  the  cIov6-trees  were 
.  more  and  more  eradicated,  the  government 

at 

^  ■  , 

bloffom  out  of  three  commonly  ripens  to  a  ntltmeg.  The 
fruit  is  eight  or  nine  moiiths  arriving  atmaturity  ;  but*  bloffoms 
and  ripe  fruit  are  found  at  the  fame  time  upon  the  fame  tree, 
and  the  nutmegs  are  generally  gathered  three  times  in  a  year. 

^  The  fruit  appears  like  a  fmall  peach,  both  in  fhape  and  lfi 
colour,  only  it  is  pointed  towards  the  ftalk ;  when  it  is  rip«, 
the  outer  coat,  which  is  almoft  half  an  inch  thick,  opens  aBd  . 
fhews  die  nutmeg,  in  its  black  and  Alining  fliell,  encircled  by 
a  network  of  fcarlet  mace  ;  the  outer  coat  is  generally  whitilb, 

|  a  little  hard,  and  is  very  good  preferved  in  fugar,  or'  ftewed  j 
you  then  come  to  the  mace,  which  is  of  a  fine  bright  red  co- 
^•lour^and  under  it  a  black  fliell,  about  as  thick  as  that  of  a  * 
.filbert,  but  very  hard;  it  is  opened  by  being  ifirfi:  dried  fuccefr 
Nfively  infive  different  petaks,  or  drying-places,  made  of  fplit 
Bamboos,  upon  which  the  nutmegs  are  laid,  and  placed  over  a  flow 
fire;  in  eachofthefe  petaks  they  remain  a  week,  till  the  nutmegs 
are  heard  to  fliake  within  the  fliell,  which  is  then  eafily  brpkeri ; 
the  nutmegs  are  then  forted  and  delivered  to  the  Company  ; 

1  each  fort  is  then  feparately  put  iit  balkets,  and  foaked  three 
times  in  tubs  with’  fea-water,  much  impregnated  with  lime;  they 
are  then  putinto diftinct  clofets,  whfire.they  are  left  for  fix  week's, 
to  fweat ;  this  is  done  that  the  lime,  by  doling  the  pores  of  the 
nuts,  may  prevent  their  firength  from  evaporating,  and  like- 
wife  becaufe  fuch  a  prepared  nutmeg  is  not  fit  for  propagation. 
Some  trees  afford  longer,  and*  fome  rounder;  nutmegs,  but 
which  are  of  the  lame  quality;  the  long  ones  are  called  mate 
nutmegs ;  but  there  are  likewife  wild  male  nutmegs,  which 
have  little  flavour,  and  are  not  valued.  The  Bandanefe  enu¬ 
merate  feveral  forts  of  nutmegs,  but  they  appear  only  varieties 
jn  the  fruit  of  the  fame  tree.  The  mjrifticafatua,  of  wild  nut¬ 
meg,  grows  in  all  the  Eaftern  iflands ;  it  feems  to  have  beeflf 

lli» 
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Batavia  began  to  think  oh  the  means  of 
giving  the  Amboynefe  an  equivalent  for. 
the  diminution  of  that  pfodu&ion,  as  the 
crop  of  doves  brought  but  little  money  into 
circulation,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
inhabitants,  of  which  I  fhall  fay  more  here¬ 
after.  For  that  purpofe,  his  excellency,  go-  x 
Vernor  Mossel,  propofed,  in  his  Secret  Confix 
derations  on  the  State  of  India ,  offered  to  the; 
gentlemen  in  authority  at  home,  under  the 
head  of  Aniboyna,  to  encourage  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  pepper  and  indigo  there,  as  much  as 
poffibie,  in  order  to  furnifh  a  better  mean's  of  * 
fubfiftence  to  the  natives  5  but  the  little  iiy. 
clination  which  the  rulers  of  Amboyna  ha’/e 
lhewn  to  comply  with  this  propofal,  and  the 
■  littll. attention  they  have  bellowed  upon  the 
fubjcdt,  or,  as  they  allege  in  their  own  ex¬ 
culpation,  the  indolence  of  the  Amboynefe, 
have  almoft  wholly  frustrated  the  attempts 
Which  have  been  made  in  this  line, 

,  .  The 

this  fort  that  f  oRREST  obtained  at  Doty  harbour  in  New  Gut - 
iiea,  and  planted  on  the  ifland  of  Bunwoci ;  it  is  produced' 
likewife  in 'til t  Wefi~Jndks,  at  the  ifland  (if  Tobago.  Art 
eflential  oil  is  extrafted  both  from  nutmegs  and  from  mace ;  it 
is  reckoned  that  three  taui  of  B.  nfa,  making  about  feventeett' 
pounds  and  a  quarter,  Amfierdam  weight,  yield  about  a  quart 
of  oil.  T. 
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The  indigo  that  is  produced  upon  Leyti- 
■  mor  is  thought  to  be  much  better  than  that 
•  &£  Buro }  a  pound  of  the  former  ftands  the 
company  in  fix  gilders  * ;  but  it  is  very  lit¬ 
tle  inferior  in  point  of  brilliancy  of*  tint  to 
Pruffian  blue. 

%  The  government  then  adopted  the  mode 
\  of  taking  it  by  contradt,  promifing  to  pay 
Aforty-eight  drivers  for  the  firfl,  th'irty-fix  for 
^  Jthe  fecond,  and  twenty-four  for  the  third  or 
,|  Vorft  fort  but  neither  did  this  fucceed, 
M| while  its  failure  is  equally  attributed  to  the* 
”  I  laziriefs  of  the  natives. 

The  following  quantities  were  delivered 
ro  the  company,  in  1748,  and  1749,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  report  of  Governor  Roozeboom  ; 


from  Hila. 

from  Bouro. 

748 

1 

•41 

OO 

-  281  lb. 

749 

.  200  lb.  — 

- -  22  $llb. 

385/^. 

$*>60, 

385 

In  all  89 1§/<$. 


*  About  i  Jr,  fterling.  ST. 

.  f  About  if!,  /[d.  for  the  foil,  3*  3d.  for  the  iitcond,  and 
2 S.  ad.  for  the  third  fort.  T.  .. 


[  33®  ] 

The  cultivation  of  pepper  in  Bouro  fnc- 
ceeded  no  better,  though  the  pepper- vine,  it  • 
is  faid,  grows  very  well  there,  and  produces^  . 
a  large  corn  ;  but  which  is  not  of  fo  hard  a 
fubftance,  nor  fo  ftrong  a  flavour,  as  that  of 
Bantam ,  or  the  Malabar  coaft. 

I  am  much  fur  prized  that  the  government  / 
has  not  hitherto  taken  any  pains  to  profecufe  , 
the  cultivation  of  the  fugar-cane  in  the  ' 
iflands  of  Amboyna,  for  it  grows  as  luxuri-2 
antly,  and  as  full  of  fap  here,  as  in  Java,  or 
any  where  elfe ;  which  I  know,  by  having1'  ^ 
frequently  leen  and  examined  the  canes .  "■ 
which  have  been  planted  here  and  there  bytf 
the  flaves  for  their  own  ufe.  This  would 
not  only  alleviate  the  poverty  of  the  Am- 
boynefe,  as  their  clove- trees-  are  deftroyed 
from  year  to  year,  but  it  would,  on  the 
other  hand,  be  no  lefs  profitable  tQ  the  Com¬ 
pany,  as  the  article  would  be  conveyed 
hence, -without  #my  additional  expence,  by 
the  clove-fhips,  on  board  of  which  it  could 
be  flowed  as  a  lower  tier,  and  ferve  for  ballaft. 
Perhaps,  however,  this  has  never  been  put 
in  pra&ice,  in  order  that  the  competition  of 
the  fugars  from  Amboyna  might  not  be  of 
prejudice  to  the  fugar-works  of .Jaccatra,  in 
which 
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l^hich  perhaps  the  gentlemen  in  the  divcd-> 
'  tion  of  affairs  are  interefted.- 
•  -s  Coffee  likewife  grows  here  in  fufficient 
luxuriance  to  encourage  the  Amboy nefe  in 
the  cultivation  of  it ;  and  the  quality  of  if 
Is*  by  no  means,  inferior  to  that  of  Java, 

% 


K 


2  Z 


CfJAP. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Defripiion  of  the  Sago-tree,  and  of  the  Manner,  in 
which  the  Sago  is  prepared.— The  Ela.-Sago- 
bread.~—Gabbc-gabba. — Atap.— Sago-woods  of  the  , 
Company. — Fruits.  —  Lhe  Sagwire-lree ,  and  the/ 
Liquor  drawn  from  it. — Animals. — Deer.-— Wild 
Hogs. — Babi-roujfa,  or  Hog-deer. — Fijhes.- — Won 
derful  Stories  of  the  Amboynefe. — A  Fifh  calk , 
Jacob  Evertfen.  —  Reptiles.  —  Snakes. — Domeftic 
Animals. 


Though  the  clove- tree  yields  the  ridy 

eft  produ&ion  of  this  ifland,  the  Sago-txetjis 
of  much  greater  utility  to  the  Amboynefe. 

This  production,  which  a  wife  Providence 
has  heftowed  as  an  univerfal  article  of  food 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  Amboy na,  Ceram , 
and  the  furrounding  iflands  eaft  of  Celebes, 
(for  on  Celebes  it  grows  not  though  it  is 
again  found  in  Borneo ,  where  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  rice,  as  a  primary  article  of  food,  is 
wanting)  propagates  itfelf  by  offsets,  or 
ftioots,  which  for  a '  long  time  appear  only 


*  Other  travellers  iuforra  us  that  the  fago  likewife  grows 
on  Celebes,  efpectaUy,  and  in  nmcli  abundance,  at  the  bottom 
«f  Bvgguejs-\>v] ,  T. 


like 
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like  bulhes  *,  and  which  all  proceed  from 
the  roots,  or  from  the  bottom  of  the  trunk 
5>f  a  full-grown  tree. 

1‘^Qiall  not  fet  down  all  that  appeared  to 
me  worthy  of  obfervation,  on  the  fubjefl  of 
this  tree,  as  Valentyn,  in  his  defcription 
j  of  the  trees  and  plants  of  Amboyna ,  is  ample 
Ain  his  account  of  it ;  but  I  fhall  only  make 
j  jmention  of  what  he  has  not  noticed. 

[  J  The  ftem,  when  it  begins,  to  form  itfelf 
lout  of  the  bufh,  thoots  up,  as  ftraight  as  an 
plarrpw,  to  the  height  of  between  forty  and*" 

:  |lixty  feet,  without  any  lateral  branches,  juft 
like  the  firi,  and  cocoa-nut-trees,  to  which 
genus  it  likewife  belongs,  forming  a  hand- 
fome  crown  at  the  top,  which  affords  an 
•  agreeable  fhade. 

A  grove  of  thefe  trees,  with  their  ereft- ' 
ed  ftems,  which,  when  arrived  at  maturity, 
confift  of  nothing  but  a  fpongy  and  mealy 
fubftance,  furrounded  by  a  hard  bark,  of 
about  half  an  inch  thick,  and  their  beautiful 
leafy  crowns,  have  a  very  charming  appear¬ 
ance,  and  form  a  pleafant  and  cool  retreat. 


*  Yet  thefe  bu flies  are  about  fifteen  or  fixtei 
:  -  height.  T. 


This 
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This  white,  fpongy,  and  mealy  fubftanea 
is  the  fago,  which  ferv,es  the  natives  in  lieu 
of  bread*.  . 

As  the  manner  in  which  I  have,  feen  the 
•fago  foekeled,  or  made  into  meal,  differs  in 
fome  reipe&s  from  that  which  Valentyn 
relates,  I  fhall  here  fhortly  particularize  it.  • 

A  tree  is  firft  made  choice  of,  the  pith/ 
of  which  it  is  certain  has  attained  its  full 
maturity,  and'  this  is  perceived  by  its  be¬ 
ginning  to  be  of  a  yellowifh-white  eaft  juft: 
under  the  foliage  -ft.  4  The  ftem  is  then  rcut, 
through  as  clofe  to  the  ground  as  poflibleJ 
in  order  to  lofe  the  lefs  of  tfte  fapinacepi^ 
contents. 

*  The  fago.-tree  does  not  produce  any  fruit,  till  it  has 
loft  its  ftrength,  and  is  about  to  die,  when  the  branches  like? 
wife  appear  covered  with  me,al ;  it  then  produces  at  the  top, 
a  bunph  of  fmall  fruit,  like  pigeon’s  eggs,  which  are.  firft 
green,  and  afterwards  yellow  $  the  kernel  is  yery  aftrjngent. 

It  delights  in  wet  and  morally  filiations,  find  wiU  not  grow 
except  in  low  grounds.  It  does  not  Iiye  s>boye  thirty 
years,  T, 

f  They  likewife  fometimes  try  it  by  chopping  a  hole  in  the 
tree,  out  of  which  they  take  fome  of  the  pith  to  examine  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  ripe 'enough  ;  if  not,  they  clofe  the  hole  again,  ■  but 
rife  they  ipimedi^tely  fell  the  tr.ee,  as  if  fuffered  to  remain  too 
long,  and  till  it  produces  fruit,  they  know  that  the  pith  will 
furn  entirely  into  green  filaments,  and  yield  no  fago.  T- 

Wb?» 
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When  the  tree  is  thus  felled,  it  is  cut 
through  in  the  middle  of  its  length,  into 
<^wo  or  more  pieces,  and  the  hard  bark  of 
pack  piece  is  fplit  afjnder  by  the  infertion 
of  wedges  ;  the  fago  then  appears  unco- 
vered,  jufl;  like  the  fpungy  fubflance  in  our 
*  elder-trees.  They  then  make  a  certain  in- 

Iflrument,  refembling  an  adze,  out  of  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  tree  they  have  felled, 
with  which  they  loofen  the  fago  all  round 
from  the  bark,  and  reduce  it  to  the  appear¬ 
ance  offawdufl.  , 

The  whole  tree  being  thus  foekeled  out, 

'  the  raw  fago  is  put,  by  portions,  into  a 
trough,  like  a  Canoe,  and  water  is  poured 
upon  it,  and  well  mixed  with  the  fago,  by 
which  means  the  meal  is  feparated  from  the 
.filaments.  ' 

Thefe  filaments,  which  might  be  denomh 
nated  the  bran  of  the  fago,  are  called  ela, 
and  are  made  ufe  of  to  feed  hogs,  poultry, 
&c. 

The  water,  thus  impregnated  with  the 
fago-meal,  having  flood  flill  for  fome  time, 
the  meal  fubfides,  by  its  own  weight,  to  the 
bottom,  the  water  is  then  poured  off,  and  it 
is  a  fecond  time  purified  in  the  fame  man- 
z  4  per ; 
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ner  ;  after  this,  the  wet  meal  is  laid  upon, 
flat  wicker-balkets,  to  dry,  .and  it  is  then 
kneaded  together,  and  into  little  cakes  of> 
three  inches  long,  two  inches  broad,  and 
an- inch' thick  finally,  it  is  put'into  moulds  * 
of  the  fame  fize  and  fhape,  and  baked  over 
the  fire,  till  it  is  done  enough,  and  becomes  « 
dry  and  hard.  *  I 

The  tafte  of  the  fago-bread  does  not  much  f 
vary  from  that  of  th  e  Ca/favay  or  Manioc ,  of  l 
the  Weft-Indies  but  it  appeared  to  me  to  | 
-be  more  nutritive ;  it  is  not  unpleafant  to  I 
1  eat,  when  it  has  been  firft:  a  little  foaked,  and  I 
afterwards  fried  in  butter  yet  it  is  very  ■ 
difficult  of  digeftion. 

The  fineft;  part  of  the  meal  is  mixed  with 
water,  and  the  pafte  .  is  rubbed  into  little 
round  grains,  like  fipall  fhot,  and  dried. 
This  preparation  is  not  difagreeable  infoups, 
in  lieu  of  Italian  macaroni :  the  fago  that  is 

*.  The  mould,  or  oven,  for  'baking  fago-bread  is  made  of 
earthen  ware;  it  is. generally  nine  inches  fquare,  and  about 
foxir  deep,  divided  into  two  equal  parts  by  a  partition  parallel 
to  its  fides.  Each  of  thofe  parts  is  fubdivided  into  eight  or 
nine,  about  an  inch  broad,  fo  that  the  whole  contains  two 
rows  of  cells,  about  eight  or  nine  in  a  row.  The  oven  is  . 
turned  firft  on  one  fide  and  afterwards  on  the  other,  upon  the 
fire,  and  the  cakes  are  fufficiently  baked  in  about  ten  or  twelve 
minutes.  T, 
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produced  in  Borneo  is  efteemed  the  belt  for 
this  purpofe. 

\A  preparation  is  likewife  made  of  this 
lanell  part  of  the  meal,  which  is,  called 
pspeda ,  and  has  much  refemblance  to  the  . 
porridge  of  buckwheat-meal  which  is  made 
'in  Holland,  but  it  is  much  more  gelatinous., 
This  is  eat  off  of  little  flicks,  which  being 
dipped  into  the  popeda ,  take  with  them  a 
part  of  it  which  adheres  to  them  ;  they  are 
then  dipped  in  filh-brotb,  and,  together  with 
a  little  fifh,  conftitute  the  belt  difli  of  the’ 
Amboynefe,  and  even  of  thofe  who  are  de¬ 
fendants  of  Europeans. 

A  toma ,  or  twenty-five  pounds  weight,  of 
fago-meal,  is  fold  here,  in  general,  for  feven 
or  eight  drivers  ;  and  an  ordinary  tree,  which 
can  commonly  be  poekeled  from  its  twelfth 
to  its  twentieth  year,  yields  five  pr  fix  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  of  it. 

Befides  the  farinaceous  part  for  food,  the 
fago-tree  yields  other  things  of  utility  to  the 
Indians. 

The  item  or  bark,  after  the  meal  has  ; 
been  poekeled  out,  is  made  ufe  of  by  the  na¬ 
tives,  to  form  little  bridges,  over  rivulets, 
or  Tittle  creeks. 

What  are  called  the  branches,  which  art 
chan- 
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channelled  on.  the  upper  fide,  and  convex  on 
the  under,  ferve  alfo  fometimes  for  the 
fame  purpofe ;  but  the  chief  ufe  which  the' 
Amboynefe  make  of  them  is  for  the 
and  roofs  of  their  houfes,  and  for  packing*' 
cafes,  &c.  This  article  is  called  gabbe- 
gabba. 

The- leaves,  laced  together,  form  what  is 
called  atap,  and  ferve  inflead  of  tiles  for  co¬ 
vering  of  houfes,  and  to  preferve  things  from 
the  rain  ;  but  roofs  of  atap  muft  be  renewed 
every  fix  or  feven  years 

Although 

*  The  fago-tree  has,  like  all  the  trees  of  the  palm-kind,  a 
cabbage,  which  is  eaten  by  the  natives,  though  it  is  not  fo 
good  or  wholefome  as  that  of  the  anee&ong,  or  proper  cabbage- 
palm.  When  a  fago-tree  has  been  felled,  the  cla,  orrefnfe,  is 
frequently  left  in  the  woods,  and  the  wild  hogs  fatten  upon  it  j 
a  kind  of  mulhrooms,  which  are  much  efieemedby  the  natives, 
grow  upon  the  heaps  of  ela.  The  fago-tree  is  even  of  benefit 
after  it  has  been  deprived  of  its  pith,  and  left  to  rot  where  it 
was  felled  ;  for  when  rotten,  a  fort  of  very  fat  white  worms, 
called  fap-wms,  with  brown  heads,  are  found  in  it,  which 
the  Indians  roaft,  and  think  a  great  delicacy.  A  computation 
has  been  made  by  Forrest  of  how  many  perfons  may  live' 
on  an  acre  planted  with  fago-trees.  A  fago-tree  he  allows  to 
take  up  jq®  fquare.feet;  now  the  contents  of  an  acre  are 
43,500  fquare  feet,  which  allows  435  trees  to  grow  within  that  ■ 
Tpace  ;  but  fuppofing  only  300,  and  that,  one  with  another, 
they  give  300  weight  of  flour,  then  three  trees,  or  900  weight, 
would  maintain  one  map  for  a  year,  and  an  acre  to  be  cut 
down 
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'  Although  the  fago-tree  grows  on  almoft 
#11  the  iflands  of  this  province,  it  is  .upon 
'sthat  of  Hoewamoehil ,  or  Little  Ceram,  that  the  / 
'"futrgeft  woods  of  it  are  found,  of  which  the 
'  Company  referve  the  property  to  them- 
felves,  and  annually  difpofe  of  their  produce 
to  their  own  emolument.  The  woods  of 
Loehoe  and  ffanitello  yielded  to  the  Company, 
in  one  year,  according  to  the  report  of  Go¬ 
vernor  Roozeboom,  the  quantity  of  io  67$. 
It  is  diftinguiihed  into  three  forts,  which  the 
Company  have  refpedtively  fold  at  the  fols* 
lowing  prices  1 

the  maha  poetey,  or  beft  fort,  at  1  rix- 
dollar  per  lb. 

the  majou  baroe ,  or  feeond  fort,  at  f  rix-  . 
dollar  per  pound, 


down  would  maintain  100  men  for  the  fame  time  5  now,  g* 
fago-trees  are  feven  years  a-growing,  100  divided  by  feven, 
will  allow  fourteen,  men  tp  be  maintained  for  a  year  on  the 
produce  of  one-feventh  part  of  an  acre,  immediately,  or  on 
the  produce  of  a  whole  acre,  progreffively  cut,  one-feventh 
part  at  a  time,  allowing  frelh  trees  to  fprout  up.  By  Dr. 
Forster’s  computation,  ten  ,or  twelve  perfons  live  eight 
pionths  upon  the  produce  of  an  acre  planted  with  bread-fruit- 
pees,  at  Qtahsitf.  T, 


the 


[  348  ] 

the  feri  boa ,  or  third  Tort,  at  f  rixdol- 
lar  per  pound 

In  how  far  now  thefe  {ago- woods  of  . 
£////<?  are  a  fource  of  revenue  tolfi|\ 

governor  of  Amboyna,  I  will  not  here  exa<-' 
mine  into. 

Fruits  and  vegetables  for  food,  or  refresh¬ 
ment,  are  but  fcarce.  The  Shaddock  -i", which 
is  by  no  means  as  good  as  at  Batavia ,  a  few 
fwe.et  oranges,  mangos  mangofteens '  §, 
the  bilembing  |j,  and  watermelons,  are  al- 


*  The  inconfiftency  of  this  paragraph  with  what  has  gone 
before,  mult  be  afcribed  to  fome  very  material  errors  of  the 
prefs,  in  numercial  charafters,  in  the  original ;  the  quantity 
of  1067  lb.  of  fago  is  barely  the  produce  of  two  trees,  accord¬ 
ing  to  what  has  preceded,  and  therefore  is  palpably  abfurd  as 
applied  to  the  produce  of  the  largtjl  woods ;  fuppofing  it  even 
ought  to  have  been  printed  106,700,  if  would  fall  confiderably 
fliort  of  what  that  expreffion  would  lead  us  to  expert,  as  it 
would  then  be  no  more  than  the  produce  of  about,  200  trees. 
How,  too,  fliall  we  reconcile  the  prices  of  i£,  and  %  rixdollar 
per  pound,  with  that  of  feven  or  eight  ftivers  for  twenty-five 
pounds  ?  No  clue  has  been  found  in  any  of  the  writers  con¬ 
futed  to  folve  thefe  difficulties,  and  there  was  therefore  no 
alternative  to  leaving  the  text  as  it  Hands  in  the  original.  T. 
-j-  Citrus  ckcitmanus. 

}  Mangi/era  indica. 

§  Garcinia  mangojlana.  ' 

)]  Aw-rrhaa  lelimbi. 


moft 


[  349  1 

moft  the  only  fruits,  and  they  are  not  very 
'  abundant.  The  few  vegetables  which  grow 
-here,  require  infinitely  more  attention  in' 
ffcaring  them  than  at  Batavia. 

'  The  fagwire  is  a  liquor  drawn ‘from  a 
tree,  which,  according  to  the  little  know¬ 
ledge  I  have  of  botany,  belongs  to  the  lame 
genus  with  the  cocoa-nut,  fago,  firi,  and  date- 
trees.  It  is  of  the  fame  nature  as  the  toddy, 
or  palmwine. 

When  it  firfb  comes  from  the  tree,  it  is 
clear,  and  looks  much  like  pure  water.  Its. 
tafte  is  fweet,  but  refreftiing.  It  becomes 
acidulated  by  degrees,  and  at  laft  turns  quite  ' 
four,  which,  however,  can  be  prevented  by 
preparing  it  by  means  of  a  certain  bitter 
wood  *,  which  being  put  into  it  preferves  it 
good  for  a  long  time :  although  it  then  lofes 
its  pleafant  tafte,  and  turns  thickeft,  look¬ 
ing  like  orgeade,  or  almond-milk,  it  is  ef- 
teemed  more  wholefome,  and  has  an  ine¬ 
briating  quality  ;  it  is  afterwards  kept  in 
bottles  well  worked. 

*  For  this  purpofe  the  roots  of  a  tree  called  the  Jofcot-irze 
Sire  ufed,  which  occafion  a  fermentation  In  the  fagiuln ,  and 
in  ahout  eight  hours,  make  it  fit  for  keeping.  T, 

The 
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The  tree  which  yields  this  liquor,  has 
always  a  faded'  appearance,  with  many  yel-  • 
low,  dead  leaves,  which  look  much  like  thof* 
of  the  fago-tree.  One  of  thefe  leaves,-*^ 
rather  branches,  is  cut  off,  and  the  fagwire v' 
trickles  out  of  it  by  drops,  which  are  caught 
in  a  bamboo,  hung  under  it  for  that  purpofe, 
and  when  this  is  full,  the  contents  are  drawn 
off,  by  a  tap  at  the  bottom  ;  this  operation  is 
called  tyffering. 

The  woods  are  filled  with  deer,  and  with  ■ 
»yvild  hogs,  the  fletH  of  which  animals  is  . 
almoft  the  only  meat  that  is  eaten  here,  "it 
is  ufed  frefh,  falted,  and  dried:  in  the  lafl 
manner,  it  is  called  dmgding;  it  is  broiled  a 
little  over  the  fire,  and  eaten  with  rice :  it 
is  a  chief  article  of  food  of  the  Europeans, 
and  the  Amboynefe  eat  it  likewife  when 
they  can  afford  to  purchafe  it. 

Among  the  wild  animals,  which  inhabits 
the  woods  of  the  ifland  Bouro,  there  is  one 
which  bears  the  name  of  babi-roujfa ,  or  the 
hog-deer ;  it  has  been  fully  deferibed  by 
Valentyn,  who  has  given  ns  a  reprefenta- 
tion  of  it;  but.it  appeared  to  me,  when.  I 
compared  the  figure  with  one  of  the  animals 
alive, 
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alive,  that  its  legs  were  longer  than  they  are 
.  ther  e  reprefen  ted*. 

The  bay  ufed  formerly  to  abound  in  fifh  ; 
but  they  are  not  fo  plentiful  now,  on  ac- 
— count  of  the  violent  earthquake  of  the  year 
17*54.  Moll  of  the  fifh  that  are  found  here 
are  peculiar  to  thefe  feas. 

*  The  labi-mijfa ,  which  is  a  Malay  appellation,  fignifying- 
hog-deer,  partakes,  as  its  name  denotes,  of  the  nature  both  of 
the  hog  and  of  the  deer.  The  chief  Angularity  of  the  animal 
confifts  in  two  of  its  upper  teeth  being  curved  round,  and,  pene¬ 
trating  through  the  bone  of  the  forehead,  appear  juft  above  the 
fnout,  like  two  femicircular  horns  ;  they  are  fometimes  fo  far  ■ 
bent  round,  that  they  grow  into  the  bone  of  the  head  again  :  it 
has  likewife  two  tufks  placed  in  the  under  jaw,  like  other  wild 
boars :  the  female  is  without  any  of  thefe  projecting  teeth :  it 
has  a  foft  thin  Ikin,  with  fhort  hair,  and  has  no  briftles :  the 
fnout  is  more  pointed  than  that  of  the  other  wild  hogs,  and  the 
tail  is  longer,  with  a  bunch  of  hair  at  the  end  ;  the  ears  are 
pretty  fhort,  and  the  eyes  fmall ;  its  feet  have  each  two  long 
and  two  fhort  toes,  but  the  fore  legs  are  much  fhorter  than  the 
hinder  ones ;  thefe  animals  are  eafily  hunted  down  ;  but  they 
frequently  hurt  the  dogs  with  their  lower  tufks;  the  upper 
tufks  are  too  far  recurvated  to  admit  of  their  defending  tbem- 
felves  with  them.  Their  flefh  more  refembles  venifon  than 
pork  ;  there  is- little  fat  upon  it,  it  being  moftly  folid  meat. 
They  do  not  live,  like  the  other  wild  hogs,  upon  fago  and  ca- 
nari,  a  fort  of  almonds,  but  chiefly  upon  grafs  and  the  leaves 
of  trees.  They  never  affociate  with  the  wild  hogs,  and  when 
hunted,  they  generally  take  to  the  water,  where  they  are  very 
expert  in  fwimming  and  in  diving,  and  fometimes  fwim  over 
from  ope  ifland  to  the  other.  T. 
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Many  very  ftrange  fiihes,  muft  have  been 
met  with  here,  in  the  time  of  Valentyn*;  : 
and  in  this  region  of  wonders,  it  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  that  the  really  lingular  produdtions  hf 
nature' are  beheld  and  admired,  or  feared,"'- 
but  fuperftition  has  multiplied  wonders 
upon  wonders.  Inter  alia ,  there  is,  fays  the 
Amboynefe,  and  likewifc  the  Macaffers,  a 
monfter  that  has  its  abode  in  thefe  feas, 
which  they  defcribe  as  having  a  thoufand 
legs,  all  of  them  fo  large,  that  if  it  lay  but 
„one  of  the  thoufand  upon  any  velfel,  it  muft 
immediately  founder ;  and  yet  this  monfter. 
is  believed  to  be  afraid  of  a  common  cock  ; 
whence  thefe  poor  fuperfticious  mortals  will 
never  put, to  lea  without  having  chanticleer 
for  a  guardian-angel  on  board. 

There  is  likewile,  it  is  laid,  a  large  filh, 
near  the  pierhead  at  Amboyna,  to  which  the 
name  of  Jacob  Evert/en  has  been  given,  and 
they 'pretend  that  it  takes  away,  one  man 
every  year.  I  am  not  qualified  to  fay  whe¬ 
ther  any  filh  of  the  lhark  kind  does,  or  does 
not,  particularly  refort  to  that  fpot,  although 
many  reputable  people  at  Amboyna  believe 

*  Valentyn  deferibes,  and  gives  reprefentations  of, 
different  forts  of  filh,  uloftly  peculiar  to  tliefe  feas.  T, 

the 
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the  whole  ftory  ;  but  it  is  certain,  however, 

■  that  on  the  evening  of  my  arrival  here,  about 
nine  o’clock,  a  failor  of  one  of  the  floopa 
that  lay  juft  behind  my  Chip,  on  his  fwim- 
*'*  ming  a-fhore  to  fetch  his  pocket-handker¬ 
chief,  which  he  had  left,  was  fo  dreadfully 
bitten  by  fome  fifh  or  other  in  the  head,  that 
he  died  the  fame  night ;  and  he  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  dragged  to  the  bottom  and 
devoured,  had  not  imrriediate  aftiftance  been 
given  to  him,  upon  his  loud  cries  for  help, 
as  well  from  my  fhip  as  from  the  other. - 
veflels. 

From  lions,  tigers,  wolves,  and  other 
beafts  of ‘prey,  Amboyna  is  free.  The  moft 
noxious  animals  are  fnakes,  of  which 
there  are  feveral  forts  in  the  woods  and 
fields,  which  are  amply  deferibed  by  Va- 
I.ENTYN. 

I  one  morning,  walking  in  the  garden 
behind  my  boufe,  found  the  velar  bifa  nepis , 
or  thin  poifon  fnake* ,  fo  clofe  to  me,  that  I 
fhould 

*  Nearly  twenty  different  forts  of  fnakes  are  deferibed  by 
Valentyn.  Among  them  th C  oelar  bifa  biroe,  or  blue  poifon 
fuake,  is  the  moft  venemous ;  it  is  no  more  than  a  foot  and  a 
half  in  length,  and  about  two  inches  thick ;  it  is  remarkably 
quick,  and  its  bite  is  mortal.  The  oelqr  bifa  tie f  is ,  or  thin 
VOL.  II.  A  A  pifon 
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Ihould  probably  have  trodden  on  it,  had  it 
not  firft  difcovered  and  hilled  at  me,  whereby 
1  had  juft  time  to  retire  from  the  dangerous 
neighbourhood ;  I  caught  it  a  little  whftp 
afterwards,  and  preferved  it  in  fpirits. 

The  fnakes  with  legs,  appear  to  me  to 
belong  rather  to  the  lizard  tribe,  than  that 
of  fnakes.  Among  the  Angularities  here, 
we  may  reckon  the  flying  lizard. 

I  lhall  no't  fpeak  of  the  other  animals  and 
infedts,  crocodiles,  alligators,  gek-kos,  lizards, 
Tcorpions,  centipedes,  nor  of  the  very  curious 
inledt  called  the  ’walking  leafy  as  they  aresall 
fuffleiently  defcribed  by  Valent yn.* 

Of  the  domeftic  animals,  among  which 
are  enumerated  buffaloes,  cows,  horfes, 
fheep,  goats,  and  hogs,  the  laftmentioned 
only  are  natives  of  the  country ;  the  others 

poifon  Jhaie,  is  fcarcely  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  and  about  a 
foot  and  a  half,  or  two  feet,  in  length  ;  its  bite  is  equally  in¬ 
curable.  T. 

*  The  ineftimable  work  of  Valentyn,  to  which  the 
reader  is  fo  frequently  referred,  is  fcarce  even  in  Holland  ;  it 
confifts  of  five  large  folio  volumes,  containing  upwards  of 
1000  copperplates.  The  tranilator  is  in  poffeifion  of  a  copy, 
which  he  procured  at  much  pains  and  expence;  and  would 
his  limits  allow  of  it,  he  would  be  more  copious  in  his  extrafts 
from  it, ’as  it  is  a  treafure  locked  up  in  a  cheft,  of  which  few 
have  the  key,  no  tranflation  having  ever  been  made  of  if.  T. 

have 
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have  been  brought  hither,  as  well  by  the 
Portuguefe  as  by -.the  Dutch,  from  Java, 
Celebes,  and  the  fouthweftern  ifles. 

.  The  cows  here  give  much  lefs  milk,  and 
worfe  butter  than  in  Java ;  the  price  of  the 
butter  remains  the  fame  as  it  was  eighty 
years  ago,  in  the  time  of  Valentyn,  viz. 
one  rixdollar  per  pound. 
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CHAPTER  IV.  • 

Inhabitants  u/Amboyna.— the  Alfoeref.—. Account 
of  them  i'/RuMPi-nus. — -The  Amboynefc. — Their 
Stature. —Appearance. — Temper. — The  Women. — 
Their  Lajcivioujnejs, — The  Religion  of  the  Am- 
hoynefe.- — Their  Idolatry. — -Vices.— Amboynefc 
Chrijlicms.' — Their  Superftition. — Their  Govern¬ 
ment. — The  Chinefe. — Account  of  a  Chinefe  Mar¬ 
riage  ^/Amboyna . — Defendants  ofPortugueft — 

.  Foundation  and  Extenfion  of  the  Power  of  the 
Duchy  here.  B  .  ■ 

The  inhabitants  of  Amboy na,  and.  of  the 
adjacent  iflands.  belonging  to  this  govern¬ 
ment,  may  properly  be  divided  into  four 
claffes,  viz.  the  Alforefe,  the  Amboynefe, 
the  Europeans,  and  the  Chinefe. 

The  Alfoers  or  Alfoerefe  are,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  the  fiidt  and  moll  ancient  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  thefe  countries ;  at  the  prefent  day 
they  ftill  remain  feparate  from  the  other  in¬ 
habitants,  and  dwell  in  the  mountains'  of 
Bouro  and  Qeramy  where  they  live  accord¬ 
ing 
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ing  to  their  ancient  cuftoms,  and  avoid  all 
intercourfe  with- the  inhabitants  of  the  fea- 
coafts,  except  when  they .  are  in  want  of 
luch  articles  as  are  not  to  be  met  with  i h  the 
interior  parts  of  the  i (lands,  which  chiefly 
contifts  in  iron  and  fait,  againfi  which  com¬ 
modities  they  give  in  barter  the  produdtions 
•of  their  mountains. 

The  few  which  I  faw  of  this  nation,  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  not  fo  .dark  in  colour,  and 
both  handfomer  and  more  finewy  than  the 
Apaboynefe. 

I  met  with  the  following  account  of  them, 
in  the  defcription  of  Amboyna  compofed  by 
Rumphius,  which,  having  been  prohibited 
by  the  government  at  B&tavia,  has  never 
been  printed,  but  of  which  a  manufcript 
copy  is  preferved  in  the  fecretary’s  office  at 
Amboyna.  ' 

“  Moft  of  the  Alforcfe  inhabit  the  wild 
“  mountains  and  interior  .  parts  of  Ceram. 
“  They  are  large,  ftrong,  and  favage  people, 
“  in  general  taller  than  the  inhabitants  of 
p  the  fea-(hores  ;  they  go  moftly  naked,  both 
“  men  and  women,  and  only  wear  a  thick. 

“  bandage  round  their  waift,  which  is  called 

«  cbiaaca,  and  is  made  of  the  milky  bark  of 
a  a  3  “a  tree, 
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“  a  tree,  called  by  them  facia  (being  the 
“  fc  amor  us  alba ).  They  tie  their  hair  up- 
“  011  the  head  over  a  cocoa-nut  fhell,  and 
*<  flick,  a  comb  in  itj  round  the  neck  they 
f*  wear  a  flring  of  beads. 

Their  arms  are,  a  fword  made  of  bamr 
boo,  together  with  a  bow  and  arrows. 

“  They  are  fliarp -lighted,  and  fo  nimble 
“  in  running,  that  they  can  run  down  and 
*f  kill  a  wild  hog,  at  its  utmoft  fpeed, 

“  An  ancient,  but  moll  deteftable  and 
criminal  cuftom  prevails  among  thepi, 
agreeable  to  which,  no  one  is  allowed  to 
«  take  a  wife,  before  he  can  Ihcw  a  head  of 
“  an  enemy  which  he-has  cut  off:  in  order 
“  to  obtain  this  ‘qualification  for  matrimony, 
“  fix,  eight,  or  ten  of  them  go  together  to  a 
t*  ftraiige  part,  where  they  flay  till  they  have 
“  an  opportunity  of  furprifing  fome  one, 
f‘  which  they  do  with  great  dexterity,  fpring- 
“  ing  upon  the  unwary  paffeuger  like  tigers : 
“  they  generally  cover  themfelves  with 
branches  of  trees  and  bufhes,  fo  that  they 
“  are  rather  taken  for  brakes  and  thickets 
than  for  men ;  in  this  pofture  they  lie  in 
«*  wait  for  their  prey,  and  take  the  firft  op- 
ff  portupity  that  prefents  itfelf  of  darting 
'  ’  “ their 
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'**•  their  toran  otfagoe  (a  fort  of  miffile  lance) 
“  into  the  back  of  a  paffenger,  or  fpring 
“  upon  him  at  once,  and  cut  off  his  head, 
with  which  they  inftantly  decamp,  and  fly 
“  with  fpeed  from  the  fcene  of  their* wanton 
“  barbarity. 

“  If  they  want  to  build  a  new  houfe,  or 
“  a  new  baleeim ,  which  is  a  kind  of  council- 
“  hail,  they  mwft  equally  firfl:  go  and  fetch 
“  fome  human  heads.  They  are  not  to  be 
“  broken  of  this  horrid  cuftom ;  and  it  is 
the  only  objedtion  they  make  to  embracr  • 
ing  the  Chriftian  religion,  that  they:  muft 
“  then  abandon  it;  for  no  one  attains  a 
higher  degree  of  fame  and  refpedl,  than 
“  he  who  has  brought  in  the  mofl:  heads  ; 
“  and  in  proof  of  his  prowefs,  he  wears 
“  as  many  little  white  fhells  round  his  neck 
«  and  arms,  as  he  has  murdered  men. 

“  The  heads  thus  brought  in  are  ihewn 
u  upon  a  ftone  in  the  village,  confecrated  to 
«  that  purpofe,  and  are  afterwards  heaped 
together  in  dark  groves,  in  the  receffes  of 
**  the  mountains,  where  they  pradlife  their 
“  diabolical  rites,  for  they  do  not  perform 
“  the  demonolatry  they  are  add  idled  to,  in 
*•  any  temples,  but  here  and  there  in  folitary 
A  A  4  “  places, 
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«  places,  and  in  dreary  woods,  where  the 
“  devil  anfwers  their  interrogatories,  and 
«  often  carries  away  fome  of  them,  efpe- 
“  daily  children,  for  three  or  four  months, 
“  after  which  time  he  brings  them  back 
«  again,  after  having  prefeuted  them  with 
“  painted  canes,  to  which  feveral  little  ftrings 
“  of  Chinefe  copper-money  are  attached 
<*  They  fublift  upon  the  wild  animals 

*  Thefe  circu'mftances  affurae  a  more  probable  appearance 
in  the  more  ample  relation  which  Valjjntyn  gives  of  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  the  Alforefe.  “-They  have,”  he  fays,  “  in  Ceram, 
“and  elfew  here,  temples  which  they  call  march,  and  lllie- 
v  wife  teetoe-ivo,  made  of  gab  be  gabba,  which  ftand  in  the 
«  deepeft  part  of  the  woods,  and  under  the  darkeft  trees.  In 
“  them,  parents  deliver  their  children,  under  twelve  years  of 
«  age,  to  the  priefts,  to  be  inftrufted  in  the  fervice  of  their 
“  demon  or  god,  and  the  priefts  receive  the  children,  without 
f‘  the  parents  being  able  to  fee  any  thing  in  the  temple,  on  ac- 
«  count  of  the  almoft  utter  darknefs  that  prevails  in  it.  Im- 
“  mediately  after  they  hear  the  rooft  difmal  cries,  and  fee 
“.bloody  pikes  flicking  through  the  roof  of  the  temple;  and 
“  though  this  would  feem  to  denote  that  their  children  are 
“  murdered,  they  receive  them  back  in  three  months.  Each 
“  of  thofe  children  then  receives  a  painted  ftick  of  thin  white 
“  cane,  upon  which  fome  figures  are  burnt,  and  to  which  a 
“  few  firings  of  Chinefe  copper  coins  are  hung ;  they  are  then 
“  rubbed  with  yellow  paint  and  aromatic  oils,  and  fen t  about 
“  the  village  to  beg  for  gongs,  clothes,  and  other  things,  for 
“  the  chief  priefl.”  The  remainder  of  the  account  he  gives 
of  the  Alforefe,  though  far  more  copious,  is  pcrfeftly  fmnilar 
to.  and  confiftent  with  that  of  Mr,  Rumphius.  T, 

**  whicV 
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“  which  they  catch  in  the  woods ;  nor  do 
“  they  even  difdain  fnakes. 

“  Their  women  are  of  a  tolerably  fair 
“  complexion,  well  proportioned,  and  alto- 
“  gether  ^>y  no  means  difagreeable. 

“  Among  thefe  Alforefe,  there  is  another 
f*  kind  of  favage  people,  who  do  not  dwell 
“  in  any  houfes  or  huts,  but  upon  high 
“  warinje,  and  other  trees,  which  fpread 
“  their  branches  wide  round  :  they  lead  and 
“  intertwine  the  branches  fo  clofely  together, 
“  that  they  form  an  ealy  refting-place ;  and 
“  each  tree  is  the  habitation  of  a  whole  fa- 
“  mily  :  they  adopt  this  mode,  becaufe  they 
“  •  dare  not  truft  even  thofe  of  their  own  na- 
“  tion,  as  they  furprize  each  other  ■  during 
“  the  night,  and  kill  whoever  they  take 
“  hold  of.” 

Thus  far  the  relation  of  Mr.  Rumphius, 
who  being  a  man  of  fome  experience  and 
much  reputation,  deferves  credit  in  fome  in- 
fiances. 

I  could  not  meet  with  any  other  intelli¬ 
gence  refpe&ing  thefe  people  at  Amboyna,  as 
they  are  but  feldom  vihted,  and  Rill  more 
rarely  by  people  either  able  or  willing  to  ob- 
ferve  and  record  what  is  curious  among 
them.  . 


The 
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The  Amboynefe  are  alfo  very  ancient  in¬ 
habitants  of  thefe  iflands ;  but  the  difference 
of  their  make,  and  the  rather  darker  {hade 
of  their  complexion,  feem  to  point  out  that 
they  are  not  defcended  from  the  fame  proge¬ 
nitors  as  the  Alforefe. 

They  are  of  a  middling  lize,  rather  thin 
than  otherwife ;  their  colour  is  nearer  ap¬ 
proaching  to  black  than  to  brown both 
men  and  women  have  regular  features,  and 
among  the  latter  there  are  very  many  who 
are  handiome:  it  feemed  very  probable  _to 
me,  that  the  country  or  the  climate  contri¬ 
buted  much  to  this,  though  how  or  why  I 
cannot  tell,  for  the  children  of  Europeans 
born  here,  are  almoft  all  pretty,  and  much 
more  fo  than  in  Java ,  or  at  Batavia . 

Neither  the  thick  lips,  nor  the  depreffed 
nofes,  which,  according  to  our  ideas  of  beau¬ 
ty,  deform  the  “  human  face  divine”  in 
other  hot  countries,  are  feen  here ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  and  efpecially  among  the  females, 
perfectly  fymmetrical  countenances  are  the 
general' chara&eriftic  of  the  inhabitants. 

They  are  indolent  and  effeminate,  and 
both  want  and  violence  prove  but  feeble  mo¬ 
tives  to  incite  them  to  labour.  Yet  this  is 
no  more  than  is  almoft  univerfally  the  cafe 
f  yvi.% 
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with  all  nations  who  bow  their  necks  under 
a  foreign  yoke,  efpecially  in  the- Aiiatic  re¬ 
gions,  and  other  warm  countries  :  and  I 
think  it  probable,  though  the  heat  of  the 
climate  istalone  fufficient  to  produce’  inacti¬ 
vity,  and  a  repugnance  to  every  thing  that 
fatigues  the  body,  that  they  had  :  been 
flaves  inured  to  fervitude  under  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  ftrangers,  long  before  the  Europeans 
came  hither.  The  fervency  of  the  climate, 
united  to  the  eafy  mode  of  procuring  fub- 
iiftence  from  the  fago-tree,  and  from  the  ’ 
copious  fupply  pf  fifh,  which  was  formerly 
within  their  reach,  in  the  bay  of  Amboynay 
have  been  the  caufes  that  they  have  neyer 
been  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fatigu¬ 
ing'  labours  of  agriculture,  to  adminiiler  to 
the  wants  of  nature.  Hence  they  Have  ea¬ 
sily  fallen  a  prey  to  the  nations  who  aimed 
at  lubduing  them,  as  wasmamfeft  in  the  war 
with  the  Ternateie,  the  Portuguefe,  and 
the  Dutch.  Neither  were  they  at  all  the 
paufe  that  the  princes  of  Celebes  have  not 
extended  their  dominion  fo  far  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  for  the  three  abovementioned  nations 
have  always  prevented  it ;  although  at  that 
timp  the  kings  of  N0UJJanivel  took  the  high 
founding 
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founding  and  proud  title  of  kings  of  ten  thou- 
fand j words . 

Tbe  Company  mult  not,  therefore,  ever 
think  that  the  Amboynefe  would  be  of  any 
help  to  them,  in  cafe  a  foreign  povVcr  were  to 
'endeavour  to  wreft  thefe  polfeffions  from 
them  ;  for,  were  there  no  other  reafons  to  in¬ 
duce  them  to  look  upon  any  change  as  being 
for  the  better,  their  indifferent,  indolent,  and 
timorous  difpofition  would  be  fufficient  to 
prevent  them  from  joining  either  fide.  It  is 
'  true,  that  thofe  of  Hitoe  formerly  Chewed,  a 
little  more  courage  in  the  civil  commotions 
which  took  place  in  the  lafi:  century,  when 
they  fought  for  independance,  as  they  could 
no  longer  bear  the  oppreflion  of  their  inhu¬ 
man  talk- mailers ;  but  in  the  cafe  we  have 
fuppoled,  it  would  be  the  fame  to  them,  be¬ 
neath  which  European  yoke  they  had  to 
bend ;  as,  let  the  event  be  as  it  might,  they 
would  always  have  to  wear  the  chains  of 
the  conquerors ;  befides  that,-  as  attached  to 
the  Mahomedan  religion,  they  are  the  fworu 
enemies  of  all  chriltians. 

The  women,  though  they  are  not  fo  in¬ 
dolent  as  the  men,  are,  on  the  other  hand, 
excelfively  lafeiviousj  they  polfefs  no  chaftity 
either 
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cither  in  a  married,  or  an  unmarried  Rate, 
and  there  is  nothing  that  can  retrain  them 
from  fatisfying  their  pafiionate  defires.  It 
is  very  ufual  among  them,  that  a  girl  gives 
proofs  of^her  fruitfulnefs  before  marriage, 
which  is  ynever  the  leaft  bar  to  getting  a 
hufband;  and,  on  the  contrary,  frequently  is 
a  reafon  for  being  preferred  to  others,  of 
whom  it  is  lefs  certain  that  they  are  capable 
of  becoming  mothers. 

The  Amboynefe  were  in  former  times, 
as  the  Alforefe  are  at  prefent,  idolaters  ;  but , 
th'e  Javenefe,  who  began  to  trade  hither  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  fifteenth,  and  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  endea¬ 
voured  to  dilfeminate  the  dofitrines  of  Ma¬ 
homet  here,  and  they  fucceeded  fo  well,  that 
in  the  year  15 1.5,  that  religion  was  generally 
received. 

The  Portuguefe  arriving  here  in  the  mean 
time,  endeavoured  likewife  to  make  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholic  religion  agreeable  to  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  to  propagate  it  amongft.  them  ; 
which,  in  particular,  took  place,  according  to 
RumphitTS,  in  the  year  1532,  on  the  p.enin- 
fula  of  Leytimor,  but  thofe  of  Hitoe  have,  to 
the  prefent  day,  remained  firmly  attached 

to 
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to  the  Mahomedan  faith,  whence,  in  contra- 
diftindtion  to  the  Leytimorefe,  they  are  call¬ 
ed  Moors. 

When  our  people  came  to  Amboyna,  and 
the  Portuguefe  were  expelled  ^  from  the- 
ifland,  the  proteftant  religion  was.  gradually 
introduced  ;  yet  the  unpleafing  refult  of 
thefe  frequent  changes  of  religion  has  been, 
as  might  naturally  be  expected,  that,  from 
blind  idolaters,  they  have  firA  become  bad 
Roman  catholics,  and  afterwards  worfe  pro- 
teftants. 

The  pradtice  of  idolatry  cannot  yet  be 
wholly  eradicated  :  this,  added  to  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  the  fuperftitions  which  difgrace 
chriftanity  among  the  followers  of  the  Ro¬ 
dman  catholic  perfuafion,  and  the  almoft 
univerfal  negligence,  arid  want  of  zeal,  of 
pur  ecclefiaftics  in  thefe  regions,  almoft  en¬ 
tirely  takes  away  the  hope  that  the  falutary 
dodtrines  of  the  gofpel  will  ever  be  deeply 
rooted  here,  and  that  the  Amboynefe  will 
ever  be  cured  of  their  deplorable  blind- 
nefs. 

I  cannot  either  fay  much  goodT refpedling 
their  moral  condudt ;  I  have  before  men¬ 
tioned  that  the  women  are  univerfally  un- 
chafle. 
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chafte,  and  the  men  are,  in  this  relpedl,  no 
better.  Theft  is  likewife  one'  of  the  moil 
prevalent  vices  among  the  Amboynefe,  and 
they  are  not  a  little  dexterous  in  contriving 
the  means,  of  pilfering  ;  I  had  twice  expe¬ 
rience  of f  their  adroitnefs  in  this  refpect, 
during  my  refidence  among  them.  Malice 
and  envy  are  predominant  paflions  in  their 
breads,  and  are  carried  to  great  excefs ;  they 
envy  each  other  the  lead:  degree  of  benefit, 
or  profperity ;  yet  this  is  feldom  produdfcve 
of  public  aiTaffination,  or  private  murder^., 
among  them,  for  being  a  pusillanimous  and 
fuperflitious  race  of  men,  death  is  to  them, 
more  than  to  any  other  nation,  a  king  of 
terrors. 

When  thefe  Amboynefe  chriffians  go  in 
their  veflels  pad  a  certain  hill  on  the  fouth 
coad  of  Ceram,  they  make  an  offering  to 
the  evil  fpirit,  which  they  believe  refides 
there,  in  order  that  he  may  not  do  any 
harm  to  them,  or  to  their  veflels.  This 
offering  is  made  in  the  following  manner: 
they  lay  a  few  flowers,  and  a  fmali  piece  of 
money,  iirto  empty  cocoanut-fhells,  which 
they  fet  a-floating  in  the  water  :  if  it  be  in 
the  evening,  they  put  oil  into  them,  with 
little 
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little  wicks,  which  they  fet  a-light,  and  let 
burn  out  upon  the  water  :  they  are  per- 
fuaded  that,  by  this  means,  they  have  ap- 
peafed  the  evil  fpirit,  and  that  he  will  not 
raife  any  ftorm  againft  them.  ^ 

Valentyn  has  been  fufficiehtly  ample 
in  defcribing  their  drefs,  houfes,  difeafes, 
cuftoms,  &c.  to  preclude  the  necefiity  of 
my  faying  more  about  them ;  I  wifh  only 
to  obferve  that  that  writer  has  placed  al- 
moft  every  thing  in  the  moft  advantageous 
•  light. 

The  inhabitants  of  Amboyna  feem,  from 
time  immemorial,  never  to  have  been  united 
under  one  head  ;  but,  as  the  moft  ancient 
accounts  and  traditions  relate,  each  negree, 
or  village,  was  gbverned.by  its  own  chief. 
It  is  true,  there  have' been,  and  there  are  at 
prefent,  unions  of  four  or  five  negrees  under 
one  chief ;  but  they  are  the  lead:  in  num¬ 
ber  :  among  thefe,  the  principal  is  Noujfani - 
vel,  whofe  rajah,  or  king,  has  three  other 
negrees  under  his  dominion. 

*  In  chapter  i,  ii,  iii,  and  iv.  of  the  fourth,  and  chap¬ 
ter!.  of  the  fifth  book  of  vol.  II,  of  Valbntyn’s  Oud  en 
nittiw  Oft  Mien,  T. 
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Thefe  chiefs  are  diftinguilhed  into  three 
dalles,  or  ranks ;  thus,  there  are  rajahs,  or* 
kings  ;  pditis ,  who  may  be  faid  to  be  dukes 
or  earls  ;  and  or  an  cayos,  which  fignifies  as 
much  as  rich  men.  Their  chiefs,  however* 
do  not  pohefs  an  abfolute  authority  :  every 
negree  has  given  as  council  to  their  chief, 
conlifting  of  the  oldeft  and  moft  refpe&able 
men  of  the  village,  who  are  called  oran 
touas ,  that  is,  elders ;  and  the  rajah,  fatti, 
or  oran  cayo,  of  the  negree  is  bound  to  con- 
fult  with  them  at  the  caleenw,  or  council-  * 
hall,  on  all  the  concerns  of  the  community. 

Every  negree  has  likewife  its  markkas , 
who  do  not  affifl.at  the  councils,  but  are  ex¬ 
alted  above  the  commonalty,  and  ferve  for 
exhorters  and  encouragers  of  the  people  in 
every  public  work. 

Befides  feveral  little  fervices  which  the. 
common  people  are  obliged  to  perform  for 
thefe  chiefs  *,  the  laft  have  likewife  an  in¬ 
come  proceeding  from  the  crops  of  cloves, 

*  They  are  obliged  to  build  the  houfes  of  their  chiefs,  and 
to  furniflvall  thetimber,  gabbe  gabba,  atap,  and  other  mate¬ 
rials  necefiary  for  the  confrrufrion,  but  the  chiefs  mull:  main- 
lain  them  while  they  are  at  work.  ST. 

vol.  ir.  .  -be  which 
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which  the  Company  have  bellowed  upon 
them.  • 

The  Company  pay,  for  every  hhar  of  five 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  weight  of  cloves, 
fifty-fix  rixdollars,  or  one  hundre'cl-and-thir- 
ty-four  gilders,  and  eight  drivers  ^  ;  but  of 
this,  the  planters  receive  only  fifty-one  rix- 
dollars,  the  remaining  five  being  divided 
among  the  village-chiefs,  three  being  al¬ 
lotted  to  the  rajah ,  patti,  or  or  an  cayo ,  one 
and  a  half  to  the  oran  touas,  or  elders,  and 
'■one-half  rixdollar  to  the  mar  mhos. 

For  thefe  and  other  reafons,  the  offices 
above  alluded  to,  are  eagerly  fought  after, 
and  are  only  obtained  for  a  certain  fum  of 
money,  of  ■  which  fome  of  the  governors 
who  have  ruled  here  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
1  pany,  have  not  a  little  availed ;  I  could 
enumerate  fome,  who  have  come  here  with 
very  little  property,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  years,  by  thefe,  and  other  means,  have 
accumulated  confiderable  wealth,  and.  who, 
immediately  upon  their  return  to  Batavia , 


*  The  cloves  coftthe  Dutch  Company,  at  Jmtoyna,  full- 
fix  ftivers  per  pound,  or  about  6\d.  fterling,  T. 

have. 
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have*  in  confequence,*  folicited  ieave  from 
the  government,  to  tranfmit.  large  fums  of 
money  to  Europe; 

-  The  fale  of  thefe  rejentfhips  is  not,  how¬ 
ever,  an  mnovation  of  late  <^ate  ;  for,  from 
the  beginning,  every  or  aid  cap  paid  fifty 
rixdollars  for  his  nomination,  a  patti  one 
hundred,  and  a  rajah  ftill  more ;  fo  that  the 
rajah  of  Noujjanivel  was  even  once  obliged 
to  give  a  gratification  of  three  thoufand  ris> 
dollars.  - 

The  Chinefe  who  frequent  this  ifland,  a$  , 
well  as  all  the  others  in  the  eaftern  parts 
of  India,  where  the  Company  have  pof- 
feflions,  are  not*  however,  very  numerous 
at  Amboy na,  becaufe  there  is  very  little 
tirade,  and  fcarcely  any  agriculture,  two 
.  purfiiits,  to  which,  in  general*  that  nation 
are  very  averfe  to.  If  a  calculation  of 
their  number  were  to  be  made  from  the 
head-money  which  they  pay,  all  the  Chi¬ 
nefe  would  fcarcely  be  found  to  amount  to 
one  hundred  individuals  ;  but  the  frauds 
Which  are  pradtifed  in  the  declarations 
made  in, 'this  refpedt,  are  the  catife  that 
this  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  proper  rule. 

They  -dwell  here  in  a  ftreet,  which  is 
b  b  2  called 


[  372  1 

Galled  after  them,  where  they  keep  theif 
jfhops,  with  all  forts  of  provifions,  &c.  for  - 
fale. 

They  are  under  the  authority^  of  a  chief 
of  their  own  nation,  who  is  caked  captain, 
and  who  has  at  prelent  a  lieutenant  under 
him,  which  was  not  formerly  the  cafe  ;  but 
one  of  the  governors  was  induced  to  inftitutc 
this  lieutenant’s  office,  by  means  of  a  prelent 
of  five  hundred  rixdollars. 

They  do  not  intermarry  with  the  Am- 
boynefe,  but  marry  amongft  each  other ;  and 
if  it  happen  that  they  are  in  want  of  wo¬ 
men,  they  take  Macaffer  or  Bougincfe  girls 
for  concubines. 

In  the  month  of  April  of  the  year  1 775,  a 
Chinefe  youth  came  purpofely  from  Batavia 
to  Amboynay  to  marry  the  daughter  of  one 
of  his  countrymen  who  was  fettled  here,  and 
was  a  man  of  property.  I  went  to  fee  the 
ceremonies,  that  were  made  ule  of;  I  came 
too  late  to  fee  the  beginning  of  them,  which, 

I  was  told,  confided  principally  in  the  throw¬ 
ing  backwards  and  forward^  of  an  egg  into 
'  the  wine  fleeves  of  the  bridegroom  and  of 
the  bride,  T  found  them  both  fitting  next  to 
each  other  in  a  parlour,  with  their  eyes  fixed 
■  y:';  on 
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on  the  ground,  as  if  medi^i^i^pn  what  had 
been  done,  without  fpeaking^a  word  to,  or 
looking  at  each  oth^.-,  -Ah,*Sblong  little 
table  flood  before  thein^ikrvlred  with  red 
fllk,  which  was-  en^r^^c^  with  flowers 
■of  gold upon  it  were  fet,  -before  each  of 
them,  a  little  "'cup  with  tea,  and  three  or 
four  little  china  diflies  with  confectionary 
and  boiled  birds’  nefts.  The  bridal  bed  was 
in  the  fame  apartment ;  it  was  likewife  hung 
round  with  red  filk  j  but  there  was  a  parti¬ 
tion  made  in  it,  feparating  the  place  where ' 
the  bridegroom  was  to  lie,  from  that  of  the 
bride  j  the  former,  however,  occupied  about 
two-thirds  of  the  bed.  The  bride,  who  was 
a  plump  jolly  maiden,  nearly  white,  and 
pretty  enough,  wore  a  robe  of  red  filk,  with 
long  and  wide  fleeves  ■,  a  chain  of  gold  hung 
round  her  neck,  and  down  upon  her  bofom : 
on  her  head  fhe  wore  a  black  bonnet,  taper¬ 
ing  upwards  to  a  point,  and  adorned  with 
three  rows  of  jewels.  The  bridegroom  was 
dreffed  in  a  fimilar  robe  of  blue  (ilk  and  cot¬ 
ton.  They  both  kept  their  arms  and  hands 
conftantly  ticked  into  the  fleeves.  When 
the  bridegroom  flood  up,  he  did  it  fo  flowly 
and  cautioufly,  and  without  moving  his  eyes 
B  s  3  in 
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in  the  leaf,  that  he  appeared  perfectly  like 
?in  image  of  wax,  or  an  automaton  naoved 
by  invifible  mechanifm, 

The  young  couple  were  forcedf  to  endure 
the  repetition  of  this  tedious  ceremony  for 
three  fucceflive,  days,  and  always  in  fight  of 
their  nuptial  bed,  before  they  were  allowed 
to  perform  the  eflential  rites  of  marriage, 
There  are  fill  many  defendants  of  the 
Portuguefe  here,  who,  when  their  country¬ 
men  were  forced  to  give  up  the  dominion  of 
the  .ifknd  to  ours,  chofe  to  remain  under  the 
government  of  the  Dutch. 

The  principal  Amboynefe  Chriftians  fill 
bear  Portuguefe  names,  which  ^  their  ancef- 
tors  received  at  their  baptifm;  but  the  Pori 
tuguefe  language  is  lefs  fpoken  here,  than  in 
any  other  part  of  India,  and  the  number  of  the 
abqvementipnecl  defendants,  of  Pprtuguefe  ist 
not  large. 

Our  countrymen  who,  in  the  year  1605, 
under  the  command  of  their  admiral  Ste^ 
phen  van  dee  Hagen,  took  the  caftle  of 
ViBorta,  which  was  phe  chief  fettlement  of 
the  Portuguefe  upon  the  ifland,  arefow  here 
abfolute  mailers,  as  well  over  the  pen  infulas 
p.f  jffitoe  and  Leytimor^  as  over  the  XJliaJfers, , 
which 
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which  comprehends  the  illands  of  Oma,  Ho- 
nimoa,  Noujfa ,  and  Molar  ia,  and  likewile 
over  Manipa ,  Kelang,  Bonoa,  the  north  coaft 
of  Bouro,  Little  Ceram  or  Hoewamoehil and 
fome  places  on;  Great  Ceram ;  although,  a 
great  part  of  the  la-ft  century  was  elapfed 
before  they  were  in  full  poffeffion  of  the 
coaft  of  Hitoe,  as  well  as  of  Little  Ceram ,  on. 
account  of  the  oppofition  they  met  with 
from  the  Quimelahas ,  or  Ternatefe  gover¬ 
nors,  the  king  of  7‘ernate  looking  upon  part 
of  thefe  countries'  as  his  territory  ;  and  frorn 
'the  four  chiefs  of  Hitoe,  who  refufed  to  be 
deprived  of  their  independanee,  and  openly 
refilled  the  arms  of  the  .Company,  But  thefe 
obftacles  being  now  removed,  the  Company 
have  little  more  to  do  than  to  oppofe  the  at¬ 
tempts  of  foreign  nations,  and  to  prevent  a 
clandeftine  trade  with  them,  of  which  I  lhall 
fay  more  hereafter. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Government  at  Amboyn a. — Counfel  of  Polity. — Re- 
venues  of  the  Governors. — Vice-Governor. — Com - 
mandant  of  the  Military. — Refident  of  Hi  la. — 
Chief  of  Separoua. — Fifcal. — Chief  of  Ha* 
RpuKQ,' — Refident  ^Larike. — Chiefs  <?/Bou- 
j&o,  and  MANiPA.~~0/^r  Servants  of  the  Com¬ 
pany.- — Allowance  to  the  Company’s  Servants  out- 
of  the  Crop  of  Cloves.- -^Repartition  of  it-  anion £ 
p  '■them.— -Council .of  Juftice. — Great  Influence  of  t  he; 
Governor. — Shamful  Abufes. — Inftance  of  unex¬ 
ampled  Cruelty  and  Injuftice. — Other  Courts  or 
Boards. — Clergymen  and  Rctlefiaftical  Matters. 


The  genera]  adjn migration  of  the  affairs  ' 
pf  this  province  is  veiled  in  a  governor,  who 
is  appointed  by  the  council  of  India,  and  is 
commonly  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  the 
council,  or  one  of  the  Company’s  fervants 
at  other  out-fa6lori.es  j  the  fecond  has  feldom 
fficceeded  to  the  command,  the  reafon  of 
which  I  am  ignorant  of.  > 

A  council  is  appointed  to  affifl  the'"'gover- 
nor^.goiififting  of  the  firft,  qualified  fervants 

of 
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<of  the  Company,  whofe  advice  and  concur¬ 
rence  he  is  bound  to  have,  in  planning,  ar* 
ranging,  and  executing  all  matters  of  im¬ 
portance,  as  is  the  cafe  in  all  the  out-fac¬ 
tories  ;  bilt  in  how  far  the  power  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  is  hereby  circumfcribed,  is  eafily  de- 
.ducible  from  the  confideration,  that  he  pof- 
fefifes  the  power  of  difmiffing  the  counfellors 
from  the  Company’s  fervice,  and  fending 
them  to  Batavia ,  where  it  does  not  often 
happen  that  a  fuperior  is  call:  in  any  difpute 
with  an  inferior;  and  the  injured  party  felr « 
finds  either  redrefs  or  coufolation,  un- 
lefshe  have  powerful  friends  to  make  intereft 
in  his  behalf.  Befides  that  ^ich  a  governor 
is  able  by  a  thoufand  different  means,  and  in 
indired  ways,  to  treat  fuch  as  he'  is  dilpleafed 
with,  in  fo  mortifying  a  manner,  and  to 
curtail  their  income  and  emoluments  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  they  would  rather  thank 
heaven  to  be  out  of  his  hands. 

But  this  evil  has,  alas!  been  of  long 
Banding  ;  it  will  always  be  one  of  the  moft 
corroding  cankers  that  confume  the  vitals  of 
the  Company,  and  will  at  laft  bring  the  So¬ 
ciety  to  deftrudion. 

TThe  revenues  of  a  governor  at  Amboyna^ 
being 
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feeing  but  fmall,  on  account  of  the  little  trade 
which  is  carried  on  here,  and  the  confequerit 
extreme  degree  of  fraud  and  oppreffion  that 
prevailed  here,  induced  the  government  at 
Batavia,  with  the  approbation  of  the  direc¬ 
tors  at  home,  to  come  to  a  refolution  in  the 
year  1 755,  to  provide  againft  the  growing 
evil  i  and  they  therefore  determined  to  give 
the  governor  a  yearly  additional  allowance 
of  fix  thoufand  rixdollars,  or  fourteen  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  guilders  - 
r  This,  added  to  other  emoluments  which 
long  prelcription  has  legalized,  is  fufficienk 
to  enable  the  governor  to  live  according  to 
his  rank,  without  his  being  obliged  to  put 
fuch  means'  in  practice,  as  one  of  the  gover¬ 
nors,  whofe  name  I  fhall  not  here  mention, 
iifed  to  employ  to  double' his  revenues. 

The  vice-governor,  or  fecond  perfon  in 
rank,  is  a  fenior  merchant,  and  at  the  fame 
time  head-admin  ilfrator,  filling  like  wife,  as 
is  the  euflom  in  all  the  out-fadlories,  the_ 
office  of  commercial  book-keeper  :  he  is  alfo 
prefident  of  tlje  council  of  juftice,  and  of  the 
orphan-chamber,  l' 

*  About  I3Q0I.  Sterling.  T, 

The 
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’The  third  in  rank  is  the  commandant  of 
the  military,  who  has  the  rank,  title,  and 
pay  of  captain.  He  is  the  chief  of  all  the 
troops  in  the  whole  province,  the  promotion 
pf  all  the  fubaltern  officers  ufed  formerly  to 
be  folely  effected  at  his  recommendation  ; 
but  the  advantages  of  this  office  were  confi* 
derably  curtailed  by  Mr.  *  *  who  even 
publicly  fold  the  places  of  ferjeants  and  cor* 
porals  in  the  military,  for  fifty,  or  one  hun¬ 
dred  rix- dollars,  both  to  the  Amboynefe  and 
to  the  Europeans,  without  the  commandaiiF 
faring  to  complain  of  his  proceedings ;  and 
it  now  yields  but  a  poor  fubfiftencc. 

.  Upon  this  officer  follows!  the  chief  or  re- 
fident  of  Hila>  Who  has  the  greateft  part  of 
the  north  coaft  of  Hitoe ,  and  Little  Ceram 
Hoewamoehil,  under  his  management;  next, 
tb  Saparoua ,  his  diftrid  is  the  m oft  famous 
for  the  collection  of  cloves :  he  has  a  good 
'income,  and  the  rank  of  merchant. 

The  fifth  in  ordet  is  the  chief  of  Sapa - 
rouay  this  factory  lies  in  the  ifland  Honimoa ,* 
notxrnly  that  illand,  but  alfo  Noujfa  laut ,  and 
part  of  Qreat  Ceram  belong  to  his  jurifdiCtion, 
The  firft-named  iflands  a  e  very  fertile,  and 
yield  more  than  half  the  annual  quantity  of 
cloves 
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cloves  which  are  gathered  in.  the  province. 
The  income  of  this  refident  is  computed  to 
yield  only  in  amount  to  that  of  the  governor* 

Next  follows  the  fifcal,  who  is  equally  a 
merchant  in  rank  ;  his  duty,  as  every  where, 
is  to  take  care  that  the  property  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  be  not  injured :  he  has  likewife  a  con¬ 
cluding  vote  in  the  council  of  polity. 

The  fixth  is  the  chief  of  Haroeko,  upon 
the  ifland  of  Oma,  to  which  alfo  belongs  a 
part  of  Ceram:  he  is  generally  a  junior 
"merchant.  t. 

The  feventh  is  the  chief  of  Larike.  This" 
factory  Hands  on  the  ibuth-weft  „coaft  of 
the  land'  of  Hitoe,  and-  the  ifland  of  Am- 
blciuw,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Bourn, 
has  lately  been  put  under  the  jurifdidtion  of 
Larike. 

The  Soldyboekhouder ,  paymafter,  ■  or  garri- 
■  fon  book-keeper,  is  the  eighth ;  who  is,  *t 
the  fame  time  Curator  ad  lites ,  and  pre¬ 
fid  ent  of  the  board  of  controul  over  mar¬ 
riages. 

Thefe  eight,  together  with  the  winkelier,  or 
purveyor,  who,  as  well  as  the  laft-mentioned 
oiScers,  is  a  junior  merchant,  make  the 
nine,  who  are  appointed  as  a  council  of  po- 
'  .lity 
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ity  to  watch  over  the  interefts  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  in  conjundtion  with  the  governor. 

They  have  a  fecretary,  who  has  alfo  the 
rank  of  junior  merchant. 

Upon  thefe  follow  the  refidents  of  Bouro 
and  Manipa,  the  cafhier,  the  fecretary  of 
die  council  of  juftice,  who  is  at  the  fame 
:ime  firft  clerk  in  the  office  of ,  the  fecretary 
of  the  council  of  polity,  the  Negotie ,  en  Sol - 
iy-overdraagers ,  or  the  writers  of .  the  com¬ 
mercial  and  military  ledgers,  who  are  all  book¬ 
keepers  in  rank ;  and  laftly, .the  comptroller:* 
ff  equipment,  who  had  before  the  rank  of 
iea-lieu  tenant,  but  now  that  of  fea-captain. 

To  this  province  further  belong  four  lieu- 
:enants  of  the  military,  and  eleven  enfigns. 

In  order  to  afford  a  better  means  of  fub- 
iftence  to  all  thefe  placemen,  a  yearly  re¬ 
partition  is  made  among  them,  according  tc> 
heir  refpedtive  ranks,  out  of  the  annual 
nop  of  cloves  ;  and  Ifubjoin  a  ftatement  of 
he  repartition  which  was  made  in  the  year 
■  75$,  agreeable  to  the  regulation  eftablifh- 
:d  by  the  government  at  Batavia ,  on  the 
5 1  ft  of  May  of  .the  fame  year,  which  will 
it  the  fame  time  give  an  idea  of  the  quantity 
if  cloves  annually  collected,  viz. 


In 
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In  the  Year  1755. 


i-aflories. 

Cloves 
colie&ed 
in  all. 

\raount  of 
•.litto  paid  by 
the  Company. 

the  weight  al¬ 
lowed  to  the 
Company’s  fer- 

Amount  of 

1  ditto. 

at  the  chief  fet- 
tlements  New 

lbs. 

e,W. 

Jlki 

lbs. 

rixd.  ftif 

WHorie 

115,767 

11,787 

8i 

*3  >«<3? 

1,357  41 

at  tile  factory 
Soporous 

422,407 

43.008 

34i 

84,4805 

8,601  30$ 

- Hilo 

>49,606 

15.232 

*9J 

3,046  45 

- Hondo 

39i23l 

3.994 

10^ 

7,845i 
9,826.^  : 

798  41$ 

■ — —  Lords. 

5  000 

33* 

1,00  45f 

Total. 

776,15. 5 

09.023 

30o 

135218 

Repartition  among  the  Company's  fervants  of  the  ahow,  viz.  of  the 


100  rix  dollars. 

rixd. 

J!ivT~~ 

to  the  governor  and  director 

40  pet  cent.  6,312 

— ? 

to  the  fenior  merchant,  fccond 

12 

-  r  2,896 

49 

to  the  captain  commandant  »  -  - 

4 

-  63* 

9i 

to  the  merchant,  chief  of  lhla-  *  ». 

7 

-  1,106 

l«* 

to  ditto  ditto  of  Soparoua- 

7 

-  1,106 

i6| 

to  ditto  .  ftfeal  1  -  -  - 

6 

948 

Hi 

to  the  junior  merchant,  chief  of  Harouko 

3 

474 

ii 

to  ditto  ditto  of  Larike 

3 

474 

7  i 

■  to  ditto,  gatrifon  book-keeper  -  - 

2 

-  3>6 

4i 

to  ditto  purveyor  -  * 

3r6 

'4* 

to  ditto  fecretary  of  the  council  of  polity 

» 

316' 

to  the  book-keeper,  refident  of  Bouro  ' 

2 

-  316 

■41 

to  ditto  catbier  > 

4 

-  3lS 

44 

to  ditto  refident  of  Maitipa 

I 

158 

** 

to  ditto  fecretary  of  the  council  of  juftice 

I 

158 

*£ 

■  to  ditto  writer  of  the  .commercial  ledger 

t 

158 

to  ditto  ditto  of  the  military  ledger 

I 

1  158 

to  the  comptroller  of  equipment  -  , 

4 

-  3*6 

4l 

to.  four  lieutenant*  and  eleven  (aligns,  together  - 

2 

d'  31S 

.4* 

too 

rixd.  15,805  .ooj 

This 

This  method  certainly  give's  a  conliderable 
upport  to  tbefuperior  fervants  of  the  Com- 
>any,  and  it  is  not  at  the  charge  of  the  Com- 
iany,  for  it  is  the  natives  who  .  pay  it,  and 
vho  are,  "at  the  fame  time,  as  it  is  faid,  well 
ktisfied  with  it}  for  tliey  were  formerly  lo 
nuch  defrauded  in  the  weights  of  the  cloves 
hey  furnilhed  by  the  chiefs  of  the  feveral 
adtories,  that  it  is  beyond  belief,  without 
he  Company  deriving  any  advantage  from 
t ;  wherefore  the  fupreme  government,  not 
.nowing  how  to  do  otherwife  to  prevent 
&e  extortion  of  their  fervants,  put  the  mat¬ 
er  upon  the  prefent  footing  ;  by  which  it  is 
ettled,  that  of  every  hundred  bhar  cloves 
urnilhed  by  the  natives,  only  eighty  lhall  be 
.elivered  to  the  Company,  while  the  other 
wenty  are  to  form  the  perquisites  of  their 
ervants,  who,  however,  are  obliged  to  fell 
beir  cloves  to  the  Company  at  the  fame 
rice  paid  to  the  natives.  In  addition  to 
his,  the  council  of  julHce  and  the  fifcal  are 
rridlly  enjoined  to  watch  againlt  all  in- 
rftice,  or  fraud,  on  the  receipt  and  weigh- 
ig  of  the  cloves  colledted,  in  order  that 
ny  infradlion  of  their  regulations  in  this  re- 
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fpedt  may  meet  with  an  exemplary  punilh- 
merit. 

The  council  of  juftice  confifts  of  the 
fecond,  as  prefident,  and  fix  members,  who 
generally  aflemble  every  fortnight,  m  a  lower 
apartment  of  the  ftadhoufe,  or  townhall.  All 
civil  and  criminal  caufes  arc  decided  here; 
but  in  the  former,  an  appeal  can  be  made  to 
the  council  of  juftice  at  Batavia ;  and  the 
execution  of  fentences  in  the  latter,  may  be 
fufpended  by  the  governor yet  if  he  ap-  , 
'prove  them,  whether  they  condemn  the 
culprit  to  death,  or  to  other  corporal  puniftl-*— 
ment,  they  are  carried  into  execution;  ex¬ 
cepting,  however,  when  the  delinquent  has 
the  rank  of  merchant,  and  he  is  then  fent 
up  to  Batavia ,  with  the  papers  relative  to 
the  profecution,  and  copy  of  his  fencence; 
as  is  equally  the  cafe  in  all  the  other  out- 
fadtories. 

Although  by  an  fexprefs  comhaand  of  the 
fupreme  government,  the  governor  here  may 
trot  intermeddle  in  any  matters  which  come 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  council  of  jut* 
tice,  farther  than  to  approve,  or  fufpend, 
their  fentences  in  criminal  cafes,  yet  fome 

of 
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)f  thgm  arrogate  to  tfiemfelves  fo  much 
jower  ill  this  refpeft,  that,  in  the  fame 
nanner  as  in  the  council  of  polity,  they 
orce  a  conformation  to  their  will,  or  bid 
>pen  defiance  to  juftice  and  honefty,  if  the 
nembers  of  the  council  refufe  to  abet  their 
niquity.  , 

How  much  foever  juftice  may  be  admi- 
liftered  here  with  feverity  towards  the  in- 
erior  clalfes,  it  is  a  lamentable  circum-. 
lance,  and  as  worthy  of  abhorrence  as'  it; 
^  notorious,  that  the  greateft  and  raoft’ 
nameful  crimes  of  perlbns.  of  high  rank, 
ir  of  favqu rites,  remain  unnoticed  and  un- 
tuniflied.  I  fhall  adduce  mne  inftance  of 
his  rank  abufe  of  authority,  from  which  a 
udgment  refpedting  others  may  be  formed. 

The  chief  of  a  certain  fadlory  upon  ,  one 
f  the  adjacent  iflands,  having  ■  for  fame 
ime  beheld,  with  eye?  of  defire,  a  young  girl, 
barcely  fourteen  years  of  age,  atid  remarka- 
ly  beautiful,  who  had  been  adopted  by  a 
erfon  at  Amboym,  and  brought  up  in  his 
wn  houfe,  gave  him  and  his  family  an  in- 
itation  tq  pay  him  a  vifit.  The  man  ac- 
epted'  it  with  confidence  and  pleafure,  and 
pent  thither  with  his  wife,  his  daughter, 
yofe,  jr.  cc  and 
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and  this  girl.  When,  in  the  evening,  the 
guefts  retired  to  reft,  it  was  fo  arranged  by 
their  hoft,  that  the  objedl  of  his  licentious  / 
puriui.t'  was  conducted  to  a  bed  in  a  diftant" 
and  folitary  apartment;  there  being,  as  it 
was  pretended,  no  beds,  or  room,  in  or  near 
thofe  occupied  by  her  friends. 

In  the'dead  of  the  night,  when  all,  but  the 
wakeful  eyes  of  luft,  were  clofed  in  deep  re- 
ppfe,  this,  wretch  ftole  to  the  apartment  of 
the  innocent  maid,  whom  he  had  thus  in¬ 
veigled  into  his  fnares,  and  completed  his 
long-concertcd  fcheme  of  villamy  by 
tnoft  brutal  violation  of  her  charms.  The 
poor  vidtim  of  his  lull  was  found,  the  next 
morning;  bathed  in  ’tears  j  and  fcarcely 
knowing  that  the  was  undone,  related  the 
whole  exadtly  as  it  happened.  The  per- 
'petrator  of  this  deed  of  violence  mod:  ftrenu- 
oufly  denied  the  accufation  ;  but  he  pre¬ 
tended,  that  he  very  well  knew  who  was 
the  ravi/her ;  it  was,  he  faid,  one  pf  his 
{laves,  an  Amboynefe,  who  had  frequently 
before  made  life  of  his  mafter’s  name  to  at¬ 
tain  his  purpofe,  and  cover  his 'enormities. 
Neither  the ‘ftrong  denial  of  the  flavc,  nor 
the  moft  folemn  affeverations  of  the  girl, 
that 
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that  the  mafter,  and  no  one  elfe,  had  per¬ 
petrated  the  bafe  action  of  the  night,  could 
ought  avail ;  the  monfter  added  murder  to 
rape  ;  and  the  wretched  flave  was  tied  up, 
and  whipped  fo  unmercifully  and  inceffantly, 
that  he  expired  in  a  few  minutes. 

As  this  man  was  a  gentleman  of  rank, 
and  one  of  the  particular  minions’  of  the 
governor,  the  matter  was  never  enquired 
into,  and  all  reports  concerning  it  were 
fmothered  as  much  as  poffible. 

A  kind  of  provincial  court  is  likcwife T 
eftablifhed  here,  confining  in  part  of  the 
Company's  fervants,  and  in  part  of  the 
heads  of  fome  negrees,  of  whom  the  rajahs. 
of  Noujfanivel  and  Soya  are  the  firft,  and 
follow  in  rank  upon  the  members  of  the 
council  of  polity. 

The  governor  likewife  convokes  from 
time  to  time  an  aflembly  of  the  native 
chiefs,  in  which  he  makes  fuch  orders  puh-  . 
lie  as  he  may  have  received  from  the  go¬ 
vernment  at.  Batavia ,  or  which  he  -may 
:hink  neceflary,  and  commands  them  to  fee 
hem  executed ;  for  example,"  when  a  ccr- 
ain  number  of  clove-trees  are  to  be  planted 
»r  destroyed,  and  other  limilar  matters. 

CC3  ‘Befides 
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Befides  thefe,  there  are  an  orphan-cham¬ 
ber,  a  court  of  affignees  for  bankrupt  or  in- 
teftate  eftates,  a  board  of  controul  over  mar¬ 
riages,  and  a  court  of  common  pleas. 

The  nurftber  of  clergymen  belonging  to 
this  government,  is,  I  believe,  when  com¬ 
plete,  fix  *t  viz.  four  at  the  chief  fettlement. 
and  fort  of  'New  VtBorta,  one  at  Hila,  and 
one  at  Sapoura ;  but  when  I  was  there,  there, 
was  but  one,  the  others  being  gone  on  a 
church- visitation  to  Banda ,  and  the  fouth- 
"weftern  iflands  belonging  to  that  govern¬ 
ment.  . 

He  that  remained  had  been  fgr  a  long 
time  a  journeyman- bricklayer  in  the  province 
of  Gilder  land ;  but  this  trade  not  Succeeding 
to  his  liking,  he  went  out,  in  the  year  1769, 
as  krankbezoeker  ■f  to  India  ; '  and,  together 
with  feVeral  others,  he  was  fent  back  to 
Holland,  at  the  expence  of  Governor  van 

*  On  looking  into  the  memorial  of  Governor  Mossed, 
refpecii'ng  the  general  fate  of  India,  of  the  30th  November, 
17^3,  I  perceive  that  the  number  of  clergymen,  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Ambcyna,  was  then  fettled  at  three.  S. 

f  Kraitkbtxtchr  is  perfectly  fynonimous  with'  zkhentreofer^ 
4br  an  explanation  of  which  term  fee  the  note  to'" page  51 5> 
the  firft  volume;  the  former  is  literally  a  uiftor  of  the  Jick ,  as 
% lehntrooficr  is  a  comforter  of  the  fick,  T. 

:  ’  ,DER 
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der  Parra,  to  be  fitted  for  taking  orders,  - 
and  he  had  returned  the  preceding  year  as  a 
^qualified- divine,  and  had  fhortly  afterwards 
teen  fen t.  to  Amboyna ,  where  there  was  little 
likelihood  of  his  evangelical  million  being 
remarkably  exemplary,  or  fuccefsful. 

As  this  perfon  .did  not  underftand  the 
Malay  language,  and  had  alfo  very  little  in-  - 
clination.  to  attain  it,  the  divine:  fcrvice  at 
prefent  adminiftered  in  the  Malay  church, 
was  confined  to  the  reading  of  a  fermon, 
written  in  that  language,  which  was  effected'5 
by  a  krankbezoeker,  who  performed  the  office 
of  clerk, ■>  and  who  was,  as  the  abovemen- 
tioned  clergyman  was  pleafed  to  fay,  when 
he  had  been  fparcely  a  day  or  two  at  Am- 
boyna,  the  only  religious,  man  on  the  illand. 
However  uncharitable  and  rafh  the  exprefi 
lion  of  this  opinion  was,  it  is,  howeyer,  a 
fa£t,  that  I  met  with  very  few  people  here 
who  had  a  tolerable  knowledge  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  reformed  religion,  or  even  of 
the  moral  duties  prefcribed  by  it. 

There^  is  a  very  confiderable  number  of 
nominal  ^chriftians,  and  who  have  received 
baptifm,  as  well  t?n  the  peninfulas  of  Leyti- 
wor,  as  at  other  places.  By  an  annotation 
c  c  3  in 
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in  a  refolution  of  the  council  of  polity  at 
Amboyna ,  of  the  nth  of  March,  1774,  it 
appeared,  that  the  reverend  Mr.  van  Ein- - 
brug  'fpund,  on  a  church-vifitation  (which 
he  had,  however,  by  tome  obftacles,  been 
prevented  from  completing),  in  a  part  only  of 
the  places  belonging  to  this  government,  the 
number  of  21,^24  nominal  chriftians,  but 
only  843  church- members.  * 

The  fbperftitious  refpedfc  which  thefe  no-r 
minal  chriftians  pay  to  our  clergymen,  and 
a  few  outward  figns  of  religion,  are  the 
principal  marks  by  which  they  are  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  reft  of  their  countrymen. 

Betides  the  regular  clergy,  there  are  kran~ 
bezoekers ,  and  like  wife  ftationary  and  itiner¬ 
ant  fchoolmafters,  who  are  all  paid  by  the 
Company,  and  inftrudt  the  children  of  the. 
Amboynefe  in  reading,  writing,  and  pfal- 
mody,  for  which  purpofe  a  fchool  is  efta- 
blithed  in  every  negree,  to  which  each  in- 
'  habitant  fends  his  children  free  of  expence.  ’ 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


The  Europeans  at  Amboyna. — Their  Mode  of  Liv- 
'  ing.  —  The  Women. — Drejs. — Sedan-chairs. — Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Town.'— -Streets,— Churches. — Stad* 
houfe,  or  Townhall. — Hofpital, — Houfes. — Springs, 
r — Rivers.— Garden  of  the  Governor. — Fortrefs  of 
New  Victoria. — Its  Advantages  and  Defers.- 
— Natural  Strength  of  the  Bay. — Propcfals  for 
pew  Fortifications,- —Other  little  Forts  in  this  Pror- 
vince.— Buildings  in  the  Caftle ;  not  yet  completed. 
Expence  of  the  Erection  of  the  Fort,  &c. 

The  number  of  Europeans,  at  leaft  of 
thofe  who  have  any  quality  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Company,  is  fo  fmall,  that  little  can,  in 
general,  be  faid  with  refpeft  to  any  peculiar 
mode  of  living  they  may  obferve,  One 
thing,  however,  is  immediately  an  objedl  of 
rerhark  to  Grangers,  and  that  is,  that  in  the 
forenoon,  more  llrong  liquor  is  drank,  either 
arrack  ’or  geneva,  than  at  Batavia ,  or  in  the 
weft  of  India ;  though  at  MacaJJef  it  is 
filmoft  the  fame ;  ten  or  twelve  drams  is 
c  c  4  not 
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not  an  uncommon  whet  in  a  morning  at 
Amboyna ;  and  on  fetting  down  to  dinner,  a 
glafs  of  fpirits  is  the  firft  thing  prefen  ted  to 
the  guefts,  to  flrengthen  the  ftomach,  and" 
raife  an  appetite.  ’ 

I  found  little  pleafure  or  fociability  here'; 
which,  I  was  told,  Was  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
late  governor,  whofe  diftruftful  temper  made 
him  look  upon  all  focial  meetings  with  jca- 
loufy ;  this  did  not  feem  improbable  to  me, 
as  I  found  that  a  Ihort  time  before  he  left  the 
ifland,  and  when  he  was  not  an  objed  of  ap- 
prehenfion  or  hope,  as  before,  both  focial  in- 
tercourfe,  and  innocent  gaiety,  became  daily 
more  prevalent,  which  afforded  much  fatil- 
fa&ion  to  the  new  governor. 

The  common  Europeans,  both  loldiers 
and  mechanics,  have  very  little  opportunity 
of  earning  any  money  here,  and  their  pay 
affords  them  little  e'lfe  than  fago,  and  at 
moft  rice,  with  a  little  fifh,  for  fqod,  and 
water,  fagwire,  or  -arrack,  for  drink.  The 
foldiers  make  a  very  lhabby  appearance  3 
their  uniform  is  made  of  blue,,  linen,  and 
b&ngs  in  tatters  about  them  ;  without  fhoes 
or  {lockings  ; ,  excepting,  indeed,  tbfe  body¬ 
guards  of  the  governor:  they  attend  the 
•  parade 
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parade  barefooted,  and  are  badly  difciplined: 
to  this  pi&urc  may  be  added,  an  unhealthy, 
dropfical,  and  feeble  habit  of  body,  occa-* 
Tioned  by  the  immoderate  ufe  of  Jagmre ,  to 
which,  too,  is  attributed  the  circumfltance  of 
their  all  having  fwoln  and  ulcerated  legs; 
though  this  latter  complaint  is  as  rife  among 
the  failors  and  mechanics,  as  among  the 
military  :  their  number  is  never  complete, 
notwithftandlng  the  fupplies  that  are  fent 
every  year  from  Batavia* 

There  are  very  few  women  here,  born  of* 
European  fathers  and  mothers ;  but  there 
are  a  gjeat  number  of  a  mixed  race,  as 
many  Europeans  take  Indian  women  for 
concubines,  whofe  children  are  afterwards 
legitimated,  and  incorporated  into  .the  Euro¬ 
pean  nation*. 

Married  womenlive  here  very  retired ;  they 
do  not  often  mix  in  company  with  the  men, 
and  Hill  more  feldom  enter  into  converfation 

*  At  Amloynet)  the  children  of  European  fathers,  and  Indian 
mothers,  are  called  Mixtices ,  who  are  of  an  olive  complexion  * 
the  children  of  a  Mixtice  and  an.  European,  are  called  PoeJHces . 
and  thofe  of’" i  Poeftice  and  an  European,  are  C  jlices,  who  are 
nearly  as  fair*s  Europeans;  after  which  no  diftimftion  is  made, 
but  the  children  proceeding  from  further  unions  are  reckoned 
among  the  Europeans.  -ST.  •  .  . 

with 
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with  them  }  every  thing,  that  is  addreffed  to 
.them  is  anfwered  by  a  Single  affirmative,  or 
■  negative,  I  was  told,  that  being  always  ac» 
cufto’med  to  fpeak  the  Malay  tongtfe,  they 
felt  awkward,  and  were  apprehenfive  of 
expreffing  themfelves  wrong  in  the  Dutch  ; 
yet  I  obferved  the  -fame  referve,  an^  want 
of  power  to  carry  on  a  conversation,  when 
they  were  Speaking  in  the  Malay  language, 
,as  when .  they  were  addreffed  in  Dutch. 
Society  is,  then,  here  divided  into  male  and 
r  female,  by  which,  in  my  opinion,  all  com¬ 
pany  is  rendered  dull,  formal,  and  diSagree* 
"able.  , 

,  The  drefs  of  the  ladies  is  like  that  of  thofe 
at  Batavia.  The  men  drefs  in  the  Euro¬ 
pean  faffiion,  with  this  peculiarity  however, 
that  the  greateft  contraft  in  colours  is  fought 
after,  for  inftance,  blue  filk  breeches,  with 
Scarlet  waiflcoat,  and  black  or  dark  brown 
coats,  and  vice  verja. 

No.  carriages  are  Seen  here  ;  indeed,  there, 
.are  no  roads  fit  for  them,  for  the  country  is 
every  where  both  mountainous  and  rocky, 
fo  that  it  can  even  Scarcely  be  traverfed  on 
horfeback.  A  fort  of  Sedan-chairs  are  made 
ufe  of,  in  the  room  of  carriages,  with  which, 

the 
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the  Amboynefe  run  up  and  down  the  mod 
dangerous  paths  in  the  mountains,  without 
there xbeing  hardly  a  Angle  example  of  their 
Jetting  fall,  or  overturning  them. 

.The  town  of  Amboyna ,  if  a  place  with¬ 
out  gates  or  walls  may  deferve  that  name, 
lies  on- the  peniufula  of  Leytimor,  at  the 
northweA  fide,  'about  ‘half  way  between  the 
point  of  Noujfanhel  and  the  pafs  of  Bague - 
wala,  in  a  Hoping  plain,  at  the  foot  of  the: 
mountains  of  Soya ,  which  furround  it  be¬ 
hind,  and  end  at  xhz  Rooden-berg,  or  Red- 
hill,  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  roods, 
e.n.e.  from  the  caftle.  • 

The  town  itfelf,  without  the  adjacent 
negrees,  which  may  be  confidered  as  fub- 
urbs,  forms  an  oblong,  irregular  fquare, 
bounded  by  the  Bato  gadja,  or  Elephant’s 
river,  on  one  fide,  and  the  Way  fomo  on  the 
other.  According  to  the  plan  of  the  town, 
made  and  delineated  in  the  year 
fince  which  time  no  material  alterations 
have  been  made  in  it,  its  length  is  full 
three  hundred  roods,  from  n.e.  to  s.w. 'and 
its  breadth  full  one  hundred,  from  the  bay, 
foutheaft  ward. 

The  interfeftions,  called  ftreets,  crofs 

. -  •  •  •  .  -  •  .  each 
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each  other  at  right  angles ;  many  of  them 
are  pretty  wide,  but  none  of  them  are 
paved. 

•  Of  the  public  buildings,  the  Bdtch  and 
Malay  churches  were  bpth  much  damaged 
and  nearly  deftroyed  by  the  violent  earth* 
quake  of  the  year  1755,  the  former  in  fo 
far,  that  it  was  forced*  to  be  wholly  pulled 
down,  in  order  to  be  entirely  rebuilt  ;  in 
this  work,  however,  little  progrefs  had  been, 
made,  when  I  was  there,  and  fervice  was, 
in  the  mean  time,  performed  under  a  iked, 
built  of  gabbe  gabbas ,  and  covered  with 
ctap:  the  Malay  church  was  iplithn  ftich  a. 
manner  from,  top  to  bottom,  that,  for  many 
years  it  has  not  been  feafible  to  perform 
any  fervice  in  it,  which  is  now  done,  pn 
Sunday  afternoon,  in  the  fhed  appointed  to 
ferve  as  a  fubftitute  for  the  Dutch  church. 

The  Jladboufe ,  or  townhall,  is  like  wife  an 
old  and  ruinous  building  j  behind  it  is.  a  large 
fquare.  area,  round  which  are  many  little 
apartments,  which  ferve  for  places  of  con-, 
fineiment  for  prifoners. 

The  hofpital  Hands  juft  out  of  the'town, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Way  tomo.  It  was 
entirely  rebuilt  a  few  years  ago,.  Near  it 

is 
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is  a  houfe  appointed  for  the  refidence  of  the 
iiiperintendant  of  the  hofpital.  This  hof¬ 
pital  is  one  of  the  belt,  and  fittefl  for  the 
jhifpoS^.belaiaging  to  our  Company,  which 
I  have  feen  in  India  :  the  building  is 'a  very 
good  one,  the  tick  are  well  treated  in  it, 
and  by  the  excellent  attention  of  the  prefent 
fuperintendant,  Mr.  Hengeveld,  they  are 
kept  extremely  clean  and  neat. 

The  houfe  of  the  governor,  which  was  # 
formerly  the  Company’s  cloth -warehoufe, 
and  is  Hill  known  by  that  name  in  thein  * 
books,  has  not  much  to  recommend  it;  its 
appearance-  is  mean,  and  there  are  few,  and 
thofe  very  indifferent,  rooms  in  it. 

The  houfes  are,  in  general,  of  one  ftory, 
many  of  them  are  built  of  wood,  and  al- 
moft  all  are  covered  with  atap  ;  this  mode 
of  building  is  adopted  becaufe  of  the  dread¬ 
ful  and  frequent  earthquakes  to  which  this 
country  is  fubjedh  The  houfes  are  com¬ 
modious  enough,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  country,  but  have:. not  a.  very  ele¬ 
gant  appearance.  Inftead  of  glafs,  frames 
of  matte'd  cane  are  ufed  for  the  fake  of 
air,  and  iikewife  I  beligve  not  a  little  in 
order  to  fave  expence.  Moft  of  them  have 
’  little 
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little  gardens,  or .  large  fquare  yards  behind 
them,  in  which  there  is  commonly  a  well  of 
very  good  water. 

Springs  are  very  numerous *heryTgdmg 
'  only  along  the  Ihores  of  the  bay,  and  loop¬ 
ing,  where  there  is  the  lead:  bit  of  beach,  a 
little  hole  with  one’s  hand  in  the  fand,  it  is 
immediately  filled  with  fweet  frelh  water, 
and  that  even  fometimes  at  no  greater  dif- 
#  tance  than  five  or  fix  feet  from  the  fait 
water.  This  owes  its  caufe,  in  all  proba- 
-  bility,  to.  the  nature  of  the  foil,  which  is 
every  where  porous  and  fandy,  and  imbibes 
the  rain  almoft  as  loon  as  it  has  fallen :  I 
have  feen  that  in  moft  places,  after  the 
molt  inceffant  and  violent  rains,,  which  laft- 
ed  for  three  days,  and  railed  torrents  of 
Water  rulhing  through  the  town,  there  have 
been  no  vilible  marks  left,  at  the  end  of 
only  two  hours,  of  its  having  rained  at  all : 
and  I  was  allured  that  it  was  exactly  the 
fame  cafe,  when*  the  rains  continued  for 
three  or  four  weeks,  as  frequently  happened 
during  the  bad  monfoons. 

The  rivers  which  .run  along  or  through 
the  town,  or  the  adjacent  negrees,"  are,  the 
JBato  gadja,  or  Elephant's  river  j  the  Way 
tomoy 
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tomo^  .which  runs  between  the  town,  to  tbe 
s.w.  and  the  negrees  Soya  and  Mandhika,  to 
th’e  n.e.  ;  the  Way  nitoe which  divides  the 
^gr^tsoof  Italong  in  two  ;  and  the  Way 
atlat,  winch  runs  between  this  laft.hnd  the 
Moorifh  negree. 

The  three-  firft  have  their  fource  in  the 
mountains  of  Soya,  and  the  laft.  defcends 
chiefly  from  the  Roodenberg. 

Phave  before  obferved  that  thefe  rivers, 

'  in  the  good  monfoons,  or  dry  feafons,  .can 
only  be  looked  upon  as  little  rivulets,  moilfe--* 
ening  but.  a  fmall  part  of  their  beds ;  but 
that  in  ^  the  bad  monfoons*  or  rainy  fea¬ 
fons,  they  fwell  up  to  a  conliderable  height, 
and  run  with  fuch  force  and  rapidity,  upon 
the  rain  continuing  any  time*  that  they  carry 
away  all  before  them,  and  even  the  bridges 
which  are  built  over  them.  • 

Juft  above  the  town,  upon  the  Bato  gadja , 
a  garden  has  been  laid  out,  and  a  good  houfe 
built,  by  Governor  van  der  Stel*  at  the 
cxpence  of  the  Company,  which  tery  much 
refembles  that  called  Ver glee  gen,  which  his 
brother,’  when  governor  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope ,  made  in  Hottentot  Holland,  alfa  at  the 
expencc 
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expcncc  of  the  Company.  This  is  the  only' 
garden  of  confideration  that  I  faw  at  Am- 
beytta,  though  there  are,  here  and  there,'  a 
few  others,  which  are  called  gard _ 
which  folely  confifl  of  a  wood  of  fago-trees, 
and  a  plantation  of  cocoanut- trees ;  that, 
however,  of  Hative  excepted,  which  at  pre- 
fent  belongs  to  the  engineer* Van  Wagner, 
and  which  may  be  called  a  handfome  piece 
of  ground  for  Amboyna . 

As  the  keeping  of  the  firftmentioned  gar-* 

-  den  was  a  confiderablc  annual  expence  to 
the  Company,  the  government  at  Batavia 
thought  fit,  in  the  year  1769,  to  transfer 
the  fame  to  the  governor  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing,  for  a  certain  fum  of  money,  for  which 
his  fucceffor  is  obliged,  in  his  turn,  to  take 

it  over :  Mr.  Van  der  V - paid,  if  I  am 

iftt  miftaken,  two  thoufand  rixdollars  *  for 
it,  to  the  Company. 

Near  it  is  a  meuagery,  in  which  are  kept, 
among  others,  fome  very  beautiful  fpeckled 
•  deer.  • 

The  governors  generally  refide  at  this 
place,  when  there  is  nothing  to  call  for  their 
*  About  ^oofjterling.  T. 

prelencg 
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prefence  at  the  town,  or  when  there  are  no 
Clips  in  the  bay* 

The  chief,  if  not  the  only  fortrefs,  which 
the  Company  have,  at  Amboy na,  is  the  caftle 
or  fort ;  '‘which,  after  it  was  rebuilt,  was 
called  New  Victoria,  as  the  old  fort  called 
ViBoria ,  which  had  been  ere&ed  by  the 
Portuguefe,  beiifg  an  oblong  fquare,  with 
four  baftions,  was  fo  much  damaged  by  the 
earthquake  of  the  year  1755,  that  it  was 
thought  more  eligible  to  build  an  entire 
new  fort,  than  to -repair  the  old  one.- 
It  ftands  clofe  to  the  waterfide,  a  little  to 
the  weft  of  the  mouth  of  the  Way  Nitoe ,  and 
exadtly  oppolite  to  the  road,  where  Clips 
commonly  lie  at  anchor. 

I  took  much  pains  to  procure  a  plan  of  it, 
but  the  ftridl  integrity  of  the  prefent  a&ing 
engineer,  Mr.  H.  E.  von  Wagner,  was 
proof  againft  the  felicitations  of  friendfliip, 
and  however  much,  in  other  things,  he 
proved  both  willing  and  anxious  to  give 
me  every  teftimony  of  his  inclination  to 
render  me  fervice,  I  could  not,  in  this  in- 
ftance,  perfuade  him  to  lend  me  a  plan  of 
the  fort  for  ever  fo  Ihort  a  time,  in  order 
to  take  a  copy  of  it ;  I  cannot  therefore  fay 
von.  if.  .  d  d  any 
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any  tiling  refpe&ing  the  dimenfions  of  the- 
works,  and  (hall  only  defcribe  the  general 
appearance  of  the  fort. 

Its  fhape  is  very  irregular ;  on  thfe.  landr 
fide,  it  has  three  entire  and  one  demi- 
baftion,  which,  with  their  curtains,  form 
part  of  a  regular  heptagon :  on  the  water- 
fide,  there  are  two  baftionc,  in  the  curtain 
between  which  Hands  the  Watergate,  in 
the  fame  manner,  •  as  the  landgate  open 
between  the  two*”  oppofite  baftions,  on  the 
landfide. 

"  .  The  curtain,  or  battery,  which  runs  north 
from  the  eafternmoft  land-baftion,  is  met 
by  a  fimilar  one  coming  from  the  eaftern¬ 
moft  fea-baftion,  making  an  obtufe  angle 
of  between  90°  and  ioo°,  fo  that  the  line 
of  defence  of  the  face  of  the  eafternmoft 
land-baftion ,  runs  exactly  upon  this  angle  ; 
and  the  flanks  of  thefe  baftions  are  there¬ 
fore  without  defence,  which  is  an  unpar¬ 
donable  fault  in  the  firft  conftrudlion  of  the 
fort,  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  did  not 
require  this  irregular  mode  of  fortification  : 
Mr.  von  Wagner  intended  to  remedy  this 
fault,  as  much  as  poffible,  by  making  a  de¬ 
tached  baftion  before  the  angle  made  by  the 

two 
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two  batteries,  oy  which  thefe  two  flanks 
would  be  defended.  ' 

From  the  demi-baftion,  on  the  weft  fide, 
■a  battery  runs  northward,  and  being  met 
another  coming  from  the  wefteimmoft 
fea-baftion,  they  forjn  together  an  inverted 
obtufe  angle. 

The  fea-bafti 
attacked  by  the  greateft  force,  are  carried, 
up  fomewhat  higher,  and  are  rather  larger 
than  the  others  ;  they  are  covered  with 
bonnets  in  the  middle  of  their  faces,  in  or-, 
der  to  be  the  better  provided  againft  an  en¬ 
filade. 

A  hornwork  extends  before  thefe  baftions, 
and  covers  the  curtain  between  them;  its 
projecting  angles  command  the  fhore  both 
above  and  below  the  caftle,  by  which  a  land¬ 
ing  any  where  near  it  is  rendered  very  dif¬ 
ficult,  if  not  impoffible. 

All  thefe  works  are  built  of  brick,  for 
which  purpofe  many  brickkilns  have  been 
erected  here,  where  very  good  bricks  are 
made. 

-They  were  then  about  making  a  covered¬ 
way,  to  begin  from  the  flank  of  the  weftern 
d  d  2  *  fea- 
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fea-baftion,  and  to  run  rouAd  the  fortrefs  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  eafterpf  fea-baftion. 

The  whole  is  encircled  by  a  wet  ditch, 
which  is  the  fame  thd  ^formerly  run  round 
the  oift Works  of  the  old  fort.  '  A 

This  is  certainly  the  beft  fortification  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Company,  that  I  have  fee n, 
in  India.  Yet  it  is,  by  nb  means,  favour¬ 
ably  fituated,  on  account  of  the  near  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  Roodenberg ,  and  the  low- 
nefs  of  its  fcite,  by  which,  in  my  opinion, 
.it  would  not  be  able  to  make  any  long  or" 
effectual  refiftance,  if  the  enemy  were  once 
landed,  and  could  get  their  artillery  on  fhore, 
fo  as  to  eredf  batteries  on  the  fiirrounding 
heights. 

The  fame  defedt  occurs  likewife  on  the 
fide  that  looks  towards  the  bay  j  for  ftiips,  if 
properly  moored,  can  enfilade  moft  of  the 
lines  of  defence,  at  high  water;  the  water 
riling  here,  in  fpring  tides,  full  ten  feet; 
and  'the  hornwork,  which  is  full  one-half 
lower  than  the  main  body  of  the  place,  is 
confequently  ftill  more  expofed. 

I  pnrpofely  add  the  ’  fuppofition  that'the 
Ihips  be  properly  moored;  for  'the  greateft 
ftrength 


practicability  o&  bringing  fhips  to  attack  it 
in  a  proper  fituafton.  As  there  is  no  an¬ 
choring-ground  except  clofe  to  the  fhore, 
tile  fhips  are  expofafl  to  the  fire  of  forty  or 
fifty  pieces  of  heawy  artillery  long  before 
they  are  able  to/let  go  their  anchors,  and 
put  fprings  upon  their  cables,  in  order  to 
haul  the  yefiels  round ;  and  all  this  is  not 
fo  eafily  done  under  fuch  a  fire,  if  the  ar¬ 
tillery  upon  the  batteries  be  but  well  ferved. 

The  nature  of  the  bay  too,  the  prevail'-'' 
ing  winds  which  blow  here,  and  the  calms 
which  are  not  unfrequent,  together  with 
the  ftrong  currents  fetting  continually  -  in 
and  out  of  the  bay,  are  formidable  obfta- 
cles  to  prevent  fhips  from  forming  their 
attack,,  whilfl:  under  fail,  and  much  more- 
from  making  good  a  landing  here  ;  for 
which  reafon  a  landing  mu  ft  be  attempted 
.at  a  more  convenient  place,  which  might 
perhaps  be  found,  either  in  the  bight  near 
Hamahoefe ,  or  in  the  Fortuguefe  bay. 
^.xAnd^aitnough  the  old  fort  of  ViSioria  is 
'*fiot  to  be  compared,  in  point  of  ftA-ngth,  to 
the  prefent  one,  I  do  not  believe  that  our 
people  would  ever  have  fucceeded,  in  the 
d  jd  3  year 


year  1605,  in  getting  poiTefifion  of  Amboyna , 
or  rather  of  the  penin filler  of  Leytimor,  at¬ 
tacking  it,  at  leaf!:,  as  thgfTdid,  at  this  place, 
had  the  Portuguefe  depifcled  this  fettlement 
with  the  fame  bravery^as  they  did  their  other 
poffeffions,  and  not  givsn  it  up  in  fo  cow¬ 
ardly  a  manner. 

There  is  another  great  defedl,  at  leaf  it 
appeared  in  that  light  to  me,  namely,  the 
great  extent  of  the  fort.  It  is  fo  large,  that 
if  all  the  works  were  to  be  properly  man- 
~  ned,  all  the  military  to  be  found  here,  would 
fcarcely  be  fufficient  to  defend  one  half  of 
them.  Moreover,  no  lefs  than  a  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon  are  requisite  to  provide  all 
the  batteries  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  there 
are  nomnore  than  fifty  or  fixty  cannoneers  in 
the  whole  province. 

In  order  to  fortify  the  bay  fill  more,  the 
engineer,  Von  Wagner,  has  propofed  to 
eredt  two  new,  batteries,  viz.  one,  a  fhort 
mile  fouthweft  of  Vifforia,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Elephants- river,  to  command  the  part  1 
of  the  bay,  called  the  Vrymans^  or  Jr-e*~?nqr- 
chants  foad,  and  to  be  able  to  rake  the' 
flips  which  may  lie  to  the  wefiward  of  the 
caftle y  and  another  upon  the  point  of  the 
Laha, 


Laha,  for  whfch  all  fhips  coming  up  the 
bay  muft  fteer In  a  ftrait  direction,  in.  order 
to  keep  clofe  iimwith  the  windward  fhore; 
"which  propofal  hornet  with  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  fupreme  Jgovernment  at  Batavia. 

Perhaps  another^battery  near  or  upon  the 
point  of  Alangjfwooldi  be  of  flill  greater 
utility,  for  flnps  entering  the  bay  muft 
equally  fleer  ftrait  for,  and  very  clofe  along, 
it,  in  order  not  to  be  in  danger  of  being 
driven  to  leeward  of  the  bay,  by  the  cur¬ 
rents.  .  • 

I  did  not  fee  any  of  the  other  little  forts 
which  the  Company  have  at  Hila,  Sap  our  a, 
Harouko,  and  Larike ;  but,  according  to  the 
information  I  received  refpe&ing  them,  they 
are  of  little  confequence,  and  at  moft  ftrong 
enough  to  keep  the  natives  in  awe*. 

The 

*  The  other  forts  in  this  .province,  are:  upon. the  ifland  of 
Amhoyaa ,  Fort  Amjhrdam,  which  mounts  fixteen  guns,  at 
Hila  j  Fort  Rotterdam,  at  Larike ;  the  redoubt  Middleburg,  at  the 
jPa/s  $ f  Bague’wala ;  and  a  fmall  triangular  fort  near  Oerien, 
called  Flujbing :  upon  Bmro,  the  pallifadoed  fort  Defence , 
ijMsgr.t'hTg^fourteen  iron  guns;  upon  Manipa,  the  redoubt 
f'tVaiJromu,  or  Dijlruji ,  of  the  fame  force ;  upon  Roenuamoebil, 
Fort  Eardenberg  at  Camiello ,  and  Fort  Overburg  at  Loebae; 
upon  Noujfalaut,  a  fmall  redoubt  of  four  guns,  called  Sever- 
wjck;  upon  Bonimoa ,  the  redoubt  Velfen,  having  five  guns,  at 


The  buildihgs  within  thd  Fort  of  New 
Vittorio,  are  not  yet  all  finiped  ;  there  are, 
however,  already  two  j^vder-magazines, 
the  rice  and  fpice-wap&oufes,  the  naval' 
ftorehottfe,  the  provilipn  -  warehoufe,  the 
dwellinghoufe  of  the  comptroller  of  equip¬ 
ment,  and  the  guardhoufayit  the  landgate ; 
but  no  beginning  has  yet  been  made  with 
the  government-houfe,  or  the  dwellings  for 
the  fenior  merchant,  and  the  captain  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  .military  ;  the  Watergate  is 
dikewife  not  entirely  completed. 

Mr.  van  der  V- -  told  me,  that  the 

erection  of  this  fortrefs  had  already*  coil  the 
Company  two  millions  of  gilders*  ;  but  the 
engineer,  Von  Wagner,  Hated  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  it  confiderably  lower. 

the  point  of  Tetawaroe\  the  redoubt  Delft,  of  fix  guns,  at  Po  to, 
and  Fort  Dumjletde  at  Sapoura ;  and  upon  Oma,  Fort  Zeclaiulia 
at  fiaroulo.  The  capture  of  Amboyna  and  Banda  by  the  Eng- 
lifh,  will  afford  opportunities  to  us  of  becoming  fully  ac¬ 
quainted  with  every  particular  refpedting  thofe  remote  but 
valuable  and  interefting  fettlements.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
fome  of  the  'gentlemen  of  the  navy  or  army  who  went  upon 
that  expedition,  will  favour  the  public  with  an  account  of  thefe 
acquifitions ;  men  of  genius  and  obfervation  are  nftAWirniTTJ^ 
either  among  our  naval  or  military  officers,  and  a  narrative  of 
the  expedition  alluded  to,  may  not  only  be  faid  to  be  defired, 
but  alfo  to  be  expefted,  from  fome  of  their.  T, 

*  About  181,200/.  fterling.  T.  - 

CHAPr 


The  Clove-trade. — Endeavours  of  the  Butch  to  re¬ 
tain  it  exclufively  idf  tbemjelves. — Attempts  of  the 
Englijh  to  participate  in  it, — Garrifons  and  Efta- 
hlifhment  at  Ameoyna. — Profits  and  Charges  of 
this  Province. —Reflections  on  the  Clove-trade.— 
Large  Stock  of  Clones.— Endeavoured  to  he  dimi - 
nifhed  by  Extirpations  ;  and  by  burning  great 
Quantities. — The  Hongitogt,  or  yearly  Expedition * 
of '  the  Governor  round  Ceram,  c. — Earthquake 
at  Am^oyna. 

X' HE  chief,  if  not  the  foie,  advantage 
derived  to  the  Company  from  the  poffeffion 
of  Amboyna  and  its  dependencies,  is  the  col¬ 
lection  of  cloves,  and  the  maftery  of'  this 
article  to  the  exclufion  of  all  other  nations, 
by  which  they  are  enabled,  at  pleafure,  to 
raife,  or  lower,  the  price. 

This  gave  rife,  at  an  early  period,  after 
th^xxu^ueft  of  the  ifland,  to  much  jealoufy 
^jUnd-  animoiity  between  the  Dutch  and  the 
English,  and  thefe  difputes  did  not  terminate 
yyith  the  expulfion  of  .  the  latter  from  the 
ifland. 
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ifland,  but  were  made  a  pretence,  many 
years  afterwards,  for  declaring  war  againft 
the  republic :  they  wem^iot  finally  fettled 
till  the  conclufion  of  tprpeace  of  Breda,  jjx 
the  year  1667.  % 

The  Company  would\ot,  however,  ever 
have  fucceeded  in  fecuring^o  themfelves  the 
exclufive  trade  in  this  fpice,  which  is  fpon- 
taneoufly  produced  in  all  the  adjacent  Mo¬ 
lucca  iflands,  had  they  not  endeavoured  • 
wholly  to  transfer,  and  confine,  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  it  to  Amboyna ;  partly  by  fubduing 
the  princes  of  thofe  iflands  by  force  of  arms, 
and  preferibing  to  them  fuch  conditions  of 
*peace  as  they  found  convenient,  the  princi¬ 
pal  of  which  had  relation  to  the  clove-trade, 
efpecially  with  refped  to  the  kings  of  Ter~ 
nate ,  Tidore,  Machiart ,  and  Bachian,  com¬ 
pelling  them  not  to  fell  any  of  the  cloves, 

•  produced  in  their  dominions,  to  any  other' 
nation ;  and  partly,  by  forcing  them,  about 
the  middle  of  the  lafl:  century,  to  deftroy  all 
the  clove-trees,  which  grew  in  their  territo¬ 
ries,  for  which  they  were  to  recp«^-«yi  ■ 
equivalent  in  money. 

In  the  fame  manner,  the  Company  have 
entered  into  a  con  trad  with  the  king  of 
Bouton , 


» 
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Bouton ,  to  whcte  dominion  many  places' be¬ 
long,  which  yield  fpices,  that  he  fhall  not 
only  allow  the  eVthmator,  whom  they  dif- 
patch  every  year  tfblan  expedition  through 
the  iflands,  to  perform  the  fervice  on  which 
he  is  fent,  but  IhaC  alfo  afford  him  every 
affiftance  in  doingfit. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  and  how  far 
foever  they  may  be  able  to  extend  their  ex-  1 
tirpations  in  the  circumjacent  countries,  they 
will  never  be  able  wholly  to  prevent  other 
nations  from  procuring  fpices  without  their* 
intermediation.  There  are  too  many  iflands, 
and  too  widely  difperfed,  that  produce  thefe 
commodities,,  of  which  neither  they,  noi* 
their  allies,  are  in  pofleffion,  or  poffibly  can 
be,  without  entirely  exhaufting  themfelves 
hy  the  erection  of  numerous  fortrefTes,  which 
are  indifpenfably  neceffary,  if  all  intercourfe 
’with  foreign  nations  muft  be  prevented*. 

Thus 

*  However  affiduous  the  Dutch  are  in  the  deftru&ion  of 
fpice-trees,  they  never  have,  or  can,  fucceed  in  extirpating 
is  only  in  places  of  eafy  accefs,  and  near  the  fea, 

_ rhat  they  are  generally  cut  down,  but  they  grow  abundantly  in 

many  retired  fpots  of  the  large  and  woody  ifland  of  Gihh, 
in  the  recefles  of  Ceram,  'upoa  Oidy,  Myfol,  in  the  forefts  of 
Bachiun,  as  well  as  upon  Cadoepan ,  and  many  other  iflands, 
where 
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Tims  the  Englifh  forrilld  a  fettlement 
fame  years  ago  upon  thef  ifiand  Xullock, 
lying  north  of  the  MolucJts  •  but  as  the  in¬ 
different  quality  of  fhcproil,  and  other  cir- 
eumftaaces,  did  not  auiver  their  purpofes  in. 
forming  fuch  an  eftablimiment,  they  changed 
it  for  Balambangan ,  an  on  the  north- 

eafl  coall  of  Borneo ,  in  order  to  lay  the  form- . 
dation  there  for  a  place  of  trade,  whither  the 
clandeftine  dealers  in  fpice  might  bring  their 
goods,  and  thus  furniih  our  rivals  with  the  arti¬ 
cles  out  of  which  we  endeavour  to  keep  them. 


where  they  are  inacceffible  to  the  deftruftive  ax  of  the  extir¬ 
pator;  and  what  is  actually  deftroved,  is  not,  perhSps,  the  hun¬ 
dredth  part  of  the  trees  producing  the  precious  fpices.  The 
parties  fent  out  on  fuch  bufinefs,  generally  confift  of  a  military 
officer,  or  fome  civil  fervant  belonging  to  the  Dutch,  with  three 
or  four  European  attendants,  and  perhaps  twenty1  or  thirty 
Bugguefs  foldiers,  with  their  officer.  They  generally  make  it 
a  party  of  pleafure;  and  the  Bugguefs  officer  (while  the  chief  is 
regaling  himfelf  in  the  heat  of  the  day)  fets  off  to  the  woods 
with  fome  of  his  men,  where  he  executes  his  commiffion  juft 
as  itfuits  his  convenience ;  taking  care  to  bring  back  plenty  of 
branches,  to  flrew  his  affiduity,  when,  perhaps,  they  are  all 
from  one  tree.  Sometimes  a  ferjeant  at  anoutpoft,  to  get  into 
favour  with  his  chief,  fends  an  account  of  his  having  dif- 
covered,  on  a  certain  i'pot,  a  parcel  of  fpice-trtres ;  ^-n^iW-vs, 
perhaps,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  has  deftroyed  them 
poffibly  the  chief’s  domeftics  might  inform  him  of  many  more 
fuch  .fpots  at  hand,  but  they  are  too  wife  to  fay  much  on  fo 
delicate  a  fubj  eft.  T, 

‘  Tin 
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The  garrifof|s  which  the  Company  keep 
in  this  province,  were  fixed,  in  the  year 
1752,  at  nine .  femdred  men,  including  the 
•fieamen  and  the  -o&unfts.  His  excellency, 
Governor  Mossel,  rays,  in  his  further  me¬ 
morial,  written  in.-fthe  year  1753,  that  this 
number  is  fuffiflSent,  fince  Amhoyna  has 
nothing  to  fear4rom  an  European  enemy*. 

By  that  memorial,  the  profits  which  ac¬ 
crue  annually  to  the  Company  upon  the  fale 
of  goods,  are  efliimated  at  forty  thoufand  gil¬ 
ders;  the  proceeds  of  the  rent  of  lands,  ex^ 
cife  duties,  a  duty  of  five  .per  cent  upon  the 
fale  of  real  property,  the  ftamp  duties,  and 
the  produce  of  the  permits  granted  for  the 
importation  and  exportation  of  private  mer¬ 
chandize,  are  computed  to  be  thirty  thoufand 
gilders;  and  all  the  receipts  are,  confequently, 
taken  at  feventy  thoufand  gilders ;  which 
fum,  by  a  further  memorial  of  economy, 
was  reduced  to  fix  ty- fix  thoufand  gilders; 
and  even  this  latter  furh  is  not  now  drawn 

*  In  1776-1777,  the  whole  eftablilhment  at  Amhoyna  con¬ 
fined  of  fifty-two  in  civil  employments,  three  clergymen, 
twenty-eight  furgeons  and  affiftants,  forty-fix  belonging  to  the 
artillery',  174  feamen  and  marines,  657  foldien,  and  m  me¬ 
chanics,  in  all  1071  Europeans;  belides  fifty-nine  natives  in 
ike  Company's  lervice,  T. 

.  '  from 
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from  thofe  objedts  ;  fixty  or  Seventy  bales  of 
coarfe  piecegoods,  which  afe  annually  dif- 
pofed  of  here  at  an  ad  vane/”  of  from  feventy 
to  eighty  per  cent,  the^Jood  vent  whereof, 
likewifq  depends  muchKipon  the  fuccefs  or 
failure  of  the  crop  of  c^ves,  do  not  fuffice*, 
with  the  other  revenues', Vto  make  up  that 
amount. 

According  to  the  abovementioned  memo¬ 
rial  of  Governor  Mossel,  the  annual  charges 
of  this  government  ought  not  to  exceed  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  thoufand  gilders,  m 
order  that  the  defalcation  on  the  four  eaflern 
provinces  fhould  not  be  more  than  four  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  gilders  a  year  ;  but,  by  the 
lateft  memorial,  the  charges  of  Amboyna 
were  dated  at  f  176,518.  o.  o  }  and,  in  the 
five  laffc  years,  they  have  averaged  yearly 
^.265,549.  10.  11,  fo  that  they  a&ually 
amount  to ^89,03 1.  10.  11  every  year,  more 
than  Mossel  dated  them  at*. 

Thefe, 

*  The  calculations  of  General  Mossel  tif  the  revenues  and 
charges  of  the  feveral  eftablifh  meats  of  the  Dutch  Eaft-India 
Company,  are  always  particularly  mentioned  in  this  work, 
and  contrafied  with  the  aftual  amounts  of  each  in  the  year 
1779  (^iat  ’s>  from  the  1  ft  of  September,  1778,  to  the  31ft  of 
Auguft,  1 779),  that  year  being  in  the  books  of  the  Company- 


one 
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Thefe,  as  wjill  as  the  charges  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Micaffer  and  Ternate,  rauft  be 
defrayed  out  of  the  profits  upon  the  cloves, 
putmegs,  and  ma.^  which  mull,  likewife, 
contribute  towards  leaking  good  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  Company  at  Batavia  and  at 
home  j  but  can  apy  favourable  expedations 
of  future  advantage  be  entertained  on  this 
head;,  when  we  confider  the  great  decreafs 
which  is  experienced  in  the  fale  of  the  firft 
named  fpice  ?  Three  millions  of  pounds  re¬ 
maining  ftill  in  the  warehoufes  at  Batavia ,  * 

one  which  they  call  bet  boekjaar,  or  year  in  which  a  general 
review  is  taken  of  all  their  concerns,  as  is  done  every  tea 
years;  becaufe  the  calculations  of  that  gentleman  have-not 
only  formed  the  balls  upon  which  the  revenues  and  charges  of 
'  each  fettlement,  as  ftated  in  the  famous  Eiftoire  Pbilofophique  et 
Politique  of  Abb6  Raynal,  have  been  computed,  but  have 
alfo  obtained  a  great  and  almoft  decifive  authority  in  eftablilh- 
ing  the  advantages  or  difadvantages  reaped  by  the  Dutch  from 
their  Indian  pofleliions.  In  the  courfe  of  this  work,  they  fre¬ 
quently  appear  to  be  confiderably  "different  from  the  adhial 
amount  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure,  and  are,  in  faft, 
rather  calculations  of  what  thefe'  ought  to  be,  than  what  they 
really  are*  In  1779,  the  charges  of  Ambeytia  were/.3or,o8a ; 
and  the  whole  of  the  revenues,  including  the  profits  upon  the 
fale  of  goods  (five  per  cent  on  the  fale  being  allowed  to  the 
governor  and  fecond,  two-thirds  to  the  former,  and  one-third 
'-—.  to  the  latter),  amounted  to  no  more  than /.48, 747,  leaving  a 
balance  againft  the  Company  of /.15a, 335^  about  13,830/, 
fterling.  T. 
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of  which  no  more  than  ofe-fifteenth  part  . 
can  be  annually  difpofed  of  in  the  Indies, 
together  with  a  ftock  on  nand  in  Holland, 
large  enough  to  fupplwfne  confumption  of  j 
Europe  for  the  fpace  of  ten  years,  and  the 
quantities  of  doves  th.\t  from  time  to  time 
are  committed  to  the  furies  by  the  Com¬ 
pany,  in  order  to  leifen  thfeir  fuperabundant 
Hock,  form  proofs  enough  of  the  decreafe  of 
the  clove-trade,  and  do  not  require  further 
animadveriion  than  the  bare  -  mention  of 
them*5.  ' 

On 

*  Every  clove-tree  is  calculated  to  produce  annually,  upon 
an  average,  two,  or  two  and  a  half,  pounds  of  cloves,  fo  that 
the  yearly  crop  is  at  leaf!  one  million  pounds  per  annum  from 
the  500,000  clove-trees  allowed  to  be  cultivated ;  much  larget* 
crops  are  frequently  made,  though  in  fome  years  they  fall  ma¬ 
terially  fliorf,  and  yield  but  a  trifling  quantity.  One  of  the 
largeft  fales  of  cloves  made  in  Holland,  was  in  the  year  1714, 
when  435,427  pound's  were  fold;  in  1758,  no  more  that! 
200,000  pounds  were  fold;  in  1778,  234,271  pounds;  and  in, 

178S,  4oo,ooo--pounds;  and  about  150,000,  or  200,000  pounds 
are  annually  difpofed  of  in  the  Indies.  The  quantities  of 
cloves  always  remaining  over  in  the  hands  of  the  Company, 
notwithftanding  their  continual  extirpations,  muff,  therefore, 
beimmenfe;  they  .endeavour  to  moderate  this  fuperfluity  by 
burning  large  quantities  of  fpiees  from  time  to  time ;  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Te mt lb  fays,  in  his  Obfervations  upon  Holland,  that  a 
Dutchman,,  who  had  been  at  the  Spicc-illands,  told  him,  that 
he  faw,  at  one  time,  three  heaps  of  nutmegs  burnt,  each  of 
•  which 
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^  On  a  fuperfirBal  view,  when  we  are  told 
that  every  pound  of  cloves  only  Hands  the 
Company  in  45  Hi  vers,  the  mace  in  lli- 
vers,  and  the  nutmegs  about  half  as  cheap 
as  the  cloves,  it  Ihould  feem  that  the  Spice- 
'  /  iflands 

/ 

which  was  more  than.  ym  ordinary  church  could  hold ;  In 
1760,  M.  Beaumare  Taw  at  Jmfierdam,  near  the  admiralty, 
a  fire  of  fpices,  the  fuel  of  which  was  valued  at  1,000,000  of 
livres,  and  as  much  was  to  be  burnt  on  the  day  following,; 
the  tranflator  of  this  work  has  himfelf  been  witnefs  to  the 
burning  of  large  quantities  of  cloves,  nutmegs,  and  cinnamon, 
upon  the  little  ifland  of  Nezoland,  near  Middkhurgb,  in  Zea~, 
land ,  the  aromatic  fcent  whereof  perfumed  the  air  formally 
miles  around.  Although  the  Dutch  have  thus,  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  endeavoured  to  counteract  the  indul¬ 
gent  bounty  of  heaven,  they  have  not,  in  any  infrance,  attained 
their  objeft;  for,  excluiive  of  the  impolfibility  of  preventing 
the  fpontaneous  production  of  fpices  in  the  extenfive  woods  of 
hundreds  of  iflands,  of  which  they  fcarcely  know  the  names  or 
lituation,  and  the  conftant  clandefline  trade  carried  on  in 
fpices,  by  the  Papuas,  Cerammers,  Bouginefe,  and  Chinefe, 
the  confumption  of,  and  demands  for,  cloves,  have  fo  much 
decreafed,  that  the  monopoly  is  no  more  worth  the  expences 
of  retaining  it  exclufively :  and  in  regard  to  nutmegs,  they 
have  been  the  dupes  of  their  own  avarice;  for,  confining  as 
much  as  poffible,  the  cultivation  of  that  fpice  to  the  iflands  of 
Banda ,  it  was  nearly  annihilated  there  in  the  year  177S,  by  a 
violent  hurricane  and  earthquake,  and  few  fupplies  of  con- 
^  federation  have  been  obtained  for  feveral  years  afterwards. 
When  Admiral  Rainier  took  pofleffion  of  -dmboyna,  in  1796, 
he  found,1  in  the  treafury,  81,112  rixdoilars,  and  in  ftore 
51 5,940/3.  of  cloves,  The  importations  into  England,  by  the 
voi,,  11,  ,  *  EE  Eaft- 
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iflands  afford  an  inexhaustible  fource  ■  of 
riches,  fince  the  felling  price  exceeds  the 
coff  in  fo  uncommon  a  degree  ;  but  if  we 
go  farther,  and  confide?  that  thefe  three 
articles  of  trade  muff1  bear  the  whole  ex¬ 
pence  of  all  the  four  «  eaftern  provinces,  .to 
which  muff  be  added  tffj  charges  of  feven 
or  eight  drips,  employed  'in  fetching  them, 
it  will  be  found  that  they,  in  fa£t,  coff  very- 
dear.* 

The  great  fuperfluity  of  cloves  has,  in¬ 
deed,  been  endeavoured  to  be  prevented  by 
diminifihing  the  number  of  clove-trees,  from 

£afl>India  Company,  fince  the  capture  of  the*  Spice-iflands, 
till  the  prefent  time  (Odtober,  1798),  have  been  as  Mows : 
cloves,  8 1 7,3  impounds, 
nutmegs,  93,73a  do. 

.  mace,  46,730  do. 

befides  confiderable  quantities  of  each  in  private  trade  and  pri* 
viiege  goods,  namely, 

|  cloves,  weighing,  we  fuppofe,  about  30,000/4. 

.  81  cafes  1 
76  cafks  >  nutmegs, 

39  chefts  j 
7  boxes  I 
ia  cafes  f 

i67  bar.  f  imce’ 
iJ3icheftsJ 

*  See  Seereete  hdenkbgen  ewer  den  loaareH  Jlaat  der  Nedtr* 
hmdfhbe  Cmnpagnii,  by  j,  MossEt,  SedUon^ liii,  and  liv.  $■ 

time 


do.  36,000' 

do,  2140,000 

'  r.  . 
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time  to  time,  by  extirpations ;  but  by  this 
means  the  Company  ruin  their  Amboyiiefe 
fubjedts  and  if  fortune  fhould  ever  again 
favour  them,  and  the  vent  of  this  article  be 
again  as  large  as  heretofore,  they  would  find 
that  they  were  poffeffed  of  the  foil  for  pro¬ 
ducing  them,  but  not  of  clove-trees,  which 
require  more  years  to  arrive  at  maturity, 
than  moments  to  be  deftroyed. 

I  fhould  now  have  to  make  fome  mention 
of  the  hongitogt ,  or  yearly  expedition  of  the 
governor  of  Amboyna,  with  a  fleet  of  corro~* 
corrosy  round  Ceram ,  and  the  neighbouring' 
iflands,  if  Valent yn  had  not  fo  amply- 
related  every  particular  of  it,  that  .  I  can  only 
add,  that  it  did  not  take  place  during  the 
time  I  was  at  Amboyna ,  the  month  of  Octo¬ 
ber  being  the  period  appointed  for  it.* 

Between 


*  The  bongi,  *br  fleet  of  armed  coirocorros  of  Amhcyna,  was 
inflituted  by  Governor  Hotjtman,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
feventeenth  century.  In  .the  month  of  Odtober,  the  faireft 
feafon  of  the  year,  they  affemble  in  the  bay  of  Amhoyna  ;  all 
the  different  rajahs ,  and  orancayos ,  are  then  bound  to  appear 
with  their  corrocorros,  in  .order  to  accompany  the  governor  in 
this  annual  expedition  round  the  iflands  under  his  jurif- 
didtion.  It  is  undertaken  for  the  purpofe  of  examining  in¬ 
to,  and  deciding  upon,  all  difputes  that  may  arife  among 
*s»  '  the 
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Between  the  1 8th  and  19th  of  April, 
we  felt  here  an  earthquake,  which  lafteef 
full 

the  Indians  that  are  fubjeft  to  the  Company;  of  preventing 
and  difeovering  all  illicit  trade ;  and  of  deftroying  fuch  fpice-^ 
trees  as  are  found  growing  in  plages  where  they  are  not  al¬ 
lowed  :  one  chief  purpofe,  however,  is,  that  numbers  of  the 
common  people,  who  are  obliged,  by  their  tenure,  to  ferve  the 
Company  during  one  month  in  the  year,  are  by  this  means 
taken  away  from  the  collection  of  the  crop  of  cloves  which 
falls  in  about  this  time,  and  which  is,  in  confequence,  much 
leffened  for  want  of  hands,  it  being,  as  we  have  before  feen, 
a  great  objeft  of  policy  in  the  Company  to  prevent  a  too 
abundant  fuppiy.  They  are  obliged  to  maintain  themfelves 
during  this  expedition,  which  lafts  five  of  fix  weeks,  except 
that  the  Company  allow  each  man  one  and  a  half,  or  two 
pounds  of  rice  per  day  ;  and  to  the  orange  ay  vs,  when  they  fet 
out,  three  galons  of  arrack,  twelve  pounds  of  pork,  or  beef, 
and  a  m-eafure  of  rice.  This  expedition  has,  at  different 
times,  been  neglected ;  but  the  annual  performance  of  it  has 
been  frequently  enjoined  by  the  government  at  Batavia ,  and  in’ 
particular  in  the  years  1680,  r688,  and  1693,  when  the  coafts 
of  Ceram  were  greatly  infefted  by  the  incurfions  of  the  Papuas. 
The  Hong  /-fleet  generally  confifts  of  forty,  fifty,  or  fixty  vcffels; 
when  complete,  it  fliould  confift  of  fixty-onc  comcorros,  viz. 

6  from  the  ifland  of  Oma 

3  from  the  coaft  of  Ceram,  under  Oma 

4  from'  the  ifland  Manipa 

14  from  the  diM£k  of  Fort  Fiflora,  upon  jfmfoyna 
6  from  the  peninfula  of  Hitoe 
1  from  the  coaft  of  Ceram,  under  Hst»t 
8  from  the.Hland  Henimod 
3  from  the  ifland  B>«{fa-laut 


.  8  from 
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full  five  minutes.  The  dull  rumbling  noife 
that  accompanied  it,  a'nd  the  undulating 
motion, 

8  from  the  ifland  Ceram 
■»  3  from  the  diftridt  of  Larike 

and  5  from  the  ifland  of  Brno 

61 


If  any  village  is  unable  to  join  the  fleet  with  their  ap¬ 
pointed  corroferros ,  or  is  excufed  from  the  fervice  by  the  go* 
vernor,  they  mull  burn  a  kiln  of  lime  for  the  Company; 
and  if  they  wilfully  negledt  if,  they  are  i'ubject  to  arbitrary 
punifhment.  The  governor  ufed  formerly  to  carry  his  flag 
on  the  cmrocorro  of  the  rajah  of  Nottjfiimvel,  but  the  rajah  of 
Titaway  has  now  that  privilege  ;  this  corrocone  is  one  of  four 
gnadjor,  or  ranks  of  paddlers,  and  is  provided  with  two  or 
three  handfome  apartments  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
governor,  who  is  attended  by  a  guard  of  fifty  or  fixty  foldiers. 
The  fleet  is  divided  into  three  divifions,  the  firft  being  all 
corrocorros  of  Chriftian  chiefs,  the  fecond  of  Mahomedans, 
and  the  third  partly  of  Chriftians  and  partly  of  Pagan  chiefs. 
In  order  to  give  an  idea  of  the  force  of  fiich  a  fleet,  we  fub- 
join  a  flatement,  from  Va^entyn,  of  that  which  went  on  the 
Hengi  expedition  of  the  year  1706,  under  Governor  van  dee 
Stel  ;  it  confifted  of  fifty-fix  corrocorros,  namely, 
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motion,  feemecf  to  run  in  a  diredion  from 
s.w.  to  n.e.  The  thermometers  did  not 

Forty-nine  of  three  gnadjor  ftrirmesj. 

arm.  manned  with  armed  with  corn-  manned  with  armed  with 
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undergo  any  change  before,  during,  or  af¬ 
ter  the  fhock.  The  air  was  clear,  and  the 
weather  was  dead  calm.  The  water  in  th<b 
bay  was  alfo  much  agitated :  my  fhip,  which 
lay,  at  that  time,  at  the  pierhead,  received  a 
very  violent  fhock,  being  impelled  forwards, 
and  driven  back  again,  with  great  force. 
The  northeaft  wall  of  the  newly-ere&ed 
rice-warehoufe  in  the  caftle  was  rent,  by 
this  earthquake,  in  an  horizontal  dire&ion, 
juft  below  where  the  rafters  were  inferted 
that  fupport  the  roof,  forty  feet  in  length ; 
and  a  fummerhoufe  made  of  bamboos,  clofely 
covered"  with  Ih  rubbery,  which  ftood  behind 
my  houfe,  was  thrown  down;  befides  which, 
noi  damage  was  found  to  have  been  done 
any  where.  . 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

departure  from  Amboyna. — View  of  jhe  IJland 
Amblauw. — Of  the  IJlands  cfS t.  Matthew. 
— Of  the  T  o  uc  a  n-b  ess  i  s  . — OfC  adoep  an  . — Of 
Bouton. — 0/Cabyne  and ljizAKv-lJland. — 
O/Saleyer. — Celebes. — Paffage  of  the  Bun- 
geroons. — Noe  lfland  Tanakeke. — View  of 
the  Tonyns,  or  Tunny  IJlands. — Of  Great 
Solombo. — O/Madura. — Mandelique.— 
* Anchorage  off  Japara. — Navigation  along  the 
Coaft  of  Java. — Anchorage  in  the  Road  of  Ba¬ 
tavia. — Obfervations  refpeBing  the  Navigation 
to  Amboyna. — Great  Inaccuracy  of  the  Charts. 
— Strong  Currents. — Calms. 

After  my  ftiip  had  been  unladen,  and 
had  taken  in  a  new  cargo,  we  left  the  road  ; 
we  were  the  whole  of  that  day,  and  the 
following  night,  in  working  down  the  bay, 
keeping  always  on  the  windward  fide,  which 
was  the  fhore  of  fey  timer ^  as,  on  entering, 
it  had  been  that  of  Hitoe. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  at  funrife,  we  were 
breaft 
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abreaft  of  the  Portuguefe  bay,  and  at  tea 
o’clock,  a.m.  we  were  outatfea. 

At  funfet  we  got  fight  of  the  ifland  Am- 
Haim,  and  on  the  next  morning,  of  the 
ifland  Bouro,  abreaft  of  ns,  to  n.n.e. 

.  On  the  i  ith,  in  the  evening,  we  faw  the 
ifland s  of  St.  Matthew,  from  the  maintop, 
and  lay-by  during  the  night,  on  account  of 
our  vicinity  to  the  Toucan-hejfis. 

In  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  we 
again  purfued  our  courfe,  but  made  but 
little  fail,  as  the  air  was  very  thick,,  by* 
the  rain,  and  we  had  no  good  view,  in  or¬ 
der  not  io  fall  unexpectedly  upon  the  Tou- 
can-hejps  ;  at  feven  o’clock,  however,  we 
fuddenly  faw  them  before  us,  about  a  league 
ahead  ;  we  inftantly  tacked  and  flood  off, 
till  the  weather  cleared  up  a  little,  and  till, 
at  eight  o’clock,  we  could  purfue  our  voyage 
again.  We  paflfed  thofe  dangerous  iflands, 
and  had  likewife  a  view  of  the  ifland  Ca- 
doepan ,  where  it  is  faid  that  many  cloves 
are  produced ;  fleering  for  the  eaft  point  of 
Bouton,  which,  we  doubled  about  midnight. 

On  the  13  th,  at  funfet,  we  faw  the  ifland 
Cabyne  and  Hagedijfen,  or  A/z^r^-ifland ; 
on  the  morning  pf  the  next  day,  the 
ifland 
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ifland  Saleyer ,  and  two  hours  afterwards 
the  coaft  of  Celebes ,  with  the  little  iflands 
the  Biidgvroons  lying  between  them ;  at  ten. 
o’clock,  a.m.  we  pafied  this  narrow  flrait 
in  fafety,  running  between,  the  foutherij- 
moft  and  middlemofl  of  the  Budgeroons,  at. 
the  diffance  of  one-eighth  of  a  league  from 
the  former. 

In  the  afternoon  we  founded,  for  the  firffc 
time,  in  thirty-four  fathoms,  ftiff  clay,  being 
then  abreaft  of  Boele-cmba ,  about  three 
leagues  off  fhore. 

.  Sailing  by  the  lead*  during  the  night, 
along  the  ccafl  of  Celebes ,  we  were,  on  the 
morning  of  the  next  day,  by  the  ifland 
<Tanakeka  ;  whence  we  fleered  our  courfe  fo 
as  to  pafs  the  Laars,  or  Boot,  at  a  pro¬ 
per  place.  At  noon  we  faw  the  'Tony ns,  or 
Tunny  iflands,  and  at  funfet  the  iflands  of 
Salinas,  bearing  north,  five  leagues,  found¬ 
ing  continually  with  a  line  of  twenty-five 
fathoms,  without  ftriking  ground  upon  the 
JLadrs. 

.  On  the  1 6  th  we  again  ftruck  foundings, 
which  we  afterwards  kept. 

On  the  17th  we  got  fight  of  the  ifland 
Great  Colombo,  which  we  found  to  be  of  a 
moderate 
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moderate  height,  and  placed  too  far  fouth’ 
in  the  charts,  by  thirteen  minutes,  or  three 
leagues  and  a  quarter.  Hence  we  fleered,' 
in  order  to  make  the  ifland  Madura ,  of 
which  we  came  in  fight  the  next  day  at 
noon. 

On  the  20th,  at  funrife,  we  paffed  Man- 
delique ,  and  anchored  at  two  o’clock,  p.m. 
in  the  outer  road  of  Japura,  and  fending 
our  boat  on  .fliore  for  refrefhments,  we  re¬ 
ceived  a  plentiful  fupply  the  next  day  from 
the  worthy  refident,  Mr.  van  der  Bekej  * 
at  the  fame  time  I  received  information 
that  my  ihip,  Ouwerkerk ,  was  appointed,  by 
the  government  of  Batavia,  to  go  a  voyage 
to  Surat.  ■ 

In  the  afternoon  we  faw  the  point  of 
Pamalang ,  and  the  lofty  fummit  of  Mount 
TagaL 

On  the  23  d,  the  hill  of  Cherihon  was 
abreaft,  and  the  point  of  Indramaye  nearly 
ahead  of  us  ;  in  the  afternoon  we  faw  the 
Boomptjens  iflands,  and  in  the  evening  we 
reckoned  that  we  had  paffed  the  rock  upon 
which  the  Ihip  called  the  Caflle  of  W lerden 
was  loft. 

The  following  day,  in  the  morning,  we 

faw' 
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faw  the  high  trees  of  Sedary,  and  at  funfefc 
we  came  to  an  anchor  off  Murderer's  Point, 
and  in  fight  of  the  ifland  Edami 

On  the  25th,  at  eleven  o’clock,  a.m.  we 
got  under  fail,  and  palling  between  the  little 
iflands '  of  Leyden  and  Enkbtiizen,  we  fleered 
for  the  road  of  Batavia,  where  we  call  an¬ 
chor  at  three  o’clock,  p.m. 

Before  I  go  any  farther,  I  think  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  fay  fomething  refpedting  the  na¬ 
vigation  to  Amboyna,  as  it  is  deferring  of 
umtch  attention,  and  has  always  been  held  a 
very  dangerous  voyage. 

There  are  three  circumffances  Which  often 
unite  to  make  it  very  hazardous,  and  are  the 
chief  caufesof  the  difficulty  and  peril  which 
are  complained  of : 

Firft,  the  bad  and  inaccurate  charts  of 
this  palfage,  which  are  made  ufe  of ;  and 
.  which  are  certainly  extremely  defective, 
notwithftanding  the  governor  general,  Mos- 
sel,  alleges,  in  his  further  memorial,  that 
at  that  time  (the  year  1753),  the  charts 
had  been  fo  improved,  that,  for  two  or  three 
years  before,  none  of  the  Ihips  trading  to 
the  eaft  had  been  loft.  I  am  therefore  not 
at  all  furprized,  that,  before  that  time,  Ihips 
were 
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■were  loft  every  year,  if  they  were  without, 
any  other  aid  than  that  of  fuch  deceitful 
guides.  If  I  may  judge  from  the  charts 
which  are  thus  pretended  to  be  improved, 
and  which  are  at  prefent  given  to  the  drips 
that  perform  that  voyage,  they  muft  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  plunged  many  an  intrepid 
feaman,  who  had  not  before  ploughed  thefe 
dangerous  feas,  into  uncertainty  and  defpair, 
and  have  driven  him  headlong  into  the 
midft  of  unknown  and  unavoidable  dangers. 

The  firft  and  chiefeft  requifite  of  a  good, 
lea-chart  is,  that  in  it  the  iflands  and  coafts 
be  accurately  laid  down  in  their  proper  lati¬ 
tudes  5  and  all  the  charts  from  Java  to 
Amboyna,  are  glaringly  defective  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  ;  one  ifland  is  placed  too  far  north, 
another  too  far  fouth,  and  this  is  occa- 
fioned  by  the  obfervations,  whence  thefe 
charts  have  been  made,  not  being  exad. 
This  might  be  adduced  as  a  difculpation  of 
the  hydrographer,  were  it  not  that  the  na¬ 
vigators  of  later  times  have  conftantly  noted 
down,  and  pointed  out  thefe  defeats  in  the 
journals  of  their  Amboyna  voyages.  My 
obfervations  agreed  with  three  of  them, 
which  I  took  with  me  for  reference,  when 
I  went 
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I  went  to  Amboyna.  Yet  has  not  all  this 
fufficed  to  produce  the  removal  of  this  hurt¬ 
ful  defedt. 

The  fecond  neceffary  requifite  of  a  chart 
hi.  that  the  true  diredtion  of  the  coafts,  and 
the  exact  pofitions  of  the  iflands,  and  their 
hearings  with  refpedt  to  the  neareft  land, 
be  duly  and  accurately  attended  to.  The 
defective  ftate  of  the  charts  in  queftion, 
in  this  particular  too,  is  not  a  little  com¬ 
plained  of,  and"  remains  equally  unredtified, 
although  many  reports  have  been  made 
by  navigators,  on  the  fubjedh  And,  laftly, 
that  the  refpedtive  diftances  be  laid  down  as 
exadtly  as  poffible, which  has,  in  thefe  charts, 
been  totally  negledted;  of  which  glaring  de- 
fedts,  I  have,  from  time  to  time,  made  men¬ 
tion  in  my  journal. 

The  fecond  caufe  of  the  danger  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  the  eaftern  navigation,  are  the 
currents,  which'  fet  with  fo  much  violence 
between  the  iflands  and  along  the  coafts  of 
this  archipelago,  that  if  I  had  not  experi¬ 
enced  it  myfelf,  I  Ihould  fcarcely  credit  the 
account  :  in  addition  to  this,  they  have  no 
Regular  courfe,  and  fometimes  run  contrary 
to  the  wind,  and  at  uncertain  times. 

-  Add 
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Add  to  tliefe,  as  a  third  caufe,  the'  calms  • 
which  prevail  fo  much  in  thele  climates, 
and  the  dangers  . which  fur-round  navigators 
.in  this  paffage  will  be  very  manifeft ;  for 
veflels  are  driven,  in  dead  calm  weather, 
by  the  violent  .  currents,  upon  unknown 
fhoals  and  rocks,  fo  that  the  moft  experi¬ 
enced  feamen  is  unable,  in  fuch  cafes,  to 
fave  the  lhip  and  cargo  entrusted  to  him. 

-  It  has  likewife  been  obferved,  that  fuch 
of  the  Company’s  captains  as  have  perform¬ 
ed  feveral  voyages  to  the  eaftern  provinces^ 
are,  for  this  reafon,  continued  in  that  navi- 
tion,  which  is  not  difadvantageous  for  the 
intereft  of  the  Company,  but  unfortunate  for 
thofe  captains,  as  thefe  voyages  afford  but 
little  profit,  and  they  do  not,  in  confequence, 
feel  much  attachment  for  the  fervice  of  the 
Company. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  IX, 


Departure  from  Batavia. — Pajfage  to  Surat.-*- 
Signs  of  Land. — Curious  Specks  of  Mollufca, — 
Zodiacal  Light .  —  Waterfnakes .  — ■  View  of  the 
high  Land  of  Bazaim. — Of  Cape  St.  John.— 
Of  the  Pike  Piscadores. — Directions  for  failing 
into  the  Road  of  Surat. — Anchorage  there . 

I  HAVE  before  faid,  that  the  /hip  Quaver - 
kerb  was  appointed  to  fail  to  Surat,  and  as 
it  had  been  refolved  that  two  fhips  lhould 
be  lent  thither  this  year,  the  /hip  Overhand, 
commanded  by  Captain  Peter  Angel- 
oorst,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Surat,  in 
company  with  mine. 

All  poffible  expedition  was  ufed  to  get 
both  veflels  in  readme/s  half  a  month  earlier 
than  /hips  bound  on  that  voyage  generally 
are,  becaufe,  in  the  preceding  year,  the  /hip 
the  Lady  Gertrude ,  that  had  cleared  the 
Straits  of  Sunda  on  the  28  th  of  Auguft,  did 
not  reach  Surat  before  the  beginning  of 
December, 


.  The 
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The  crew  of  each  fhip  confifted  of  feventy- 
eight  European  failors,  twenty-five  Moors, 
or  Lafcars,  and  twenty-five  native,  or  Bou- 
ginefe,  foldiers,  whofe  military  abilities  al- 
moft  extended  fo  far  as  to  fire  off  a  m'ufquet. 

I 'had  befides  ten  Bantammers  on  board, 
who  were  going  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca , 
and  took  their  paffage  by  my  fhip. 

Thus  equipped,  we  left  the  road  of  Bata¬ 
via  on  the  4th  of  Augufl,  fleering  between 
the  fhore  of  Java  and  the  ifland  Onruji , 
afterwards  pafling  the  iflands  Middelburg ; " 
De  Combuis ,  or  Furnace ,  and  Menfcheneeters , 
or  Cannibal- ifland,  and,  at  funfet,  we  came 
to  an  anchor  in  fight  of  the  illands  which  lie 
in  the  bay  of  Bantam. 

At  daybreak,  on  the  7th,  we  weighed  an- 
chor, ,  and  fleering  for  the  point  of  Bantam , 
were  abreafl  of  it  at  noon. 

An  hour  before  funfet,  Captain  Angel- 
oorst  hailed  me,  and  informed  me  that  the 
loofenefs  of  his  rigging  would  not  allow  him 
to  carry  fail  any  longer  during  the  fliff  fouth- 
wcflerly  gale  which  we  then  had ;  and  we, 
therefore,  came  to  an  anchor  under  Geer~ 
truida- ifland. 

Here,  on  this  and  the  following  day,  we 
-  -wot.  n.  f  f  met 
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met  with  a  regular  current,  changing  twice 
in  twenty-four  hours,  and  letting  s.w.  and 
n.e.  at1  the  rate  of  four  to  five  leagues  in  a 
watch;  but  the  ftream  fetting  to  the  s.w. 
was  the  ftrongeft. 

On  the  next  day,  we  could  not  again  get 
under  fail  till  towards  noon,  when  the  north- 
eaft  current  had  fubfided :  at  four  o’clock, 
p.M,  we  had  paffed  the  iflands  Dwars-in-den - 
weg,  or  Thwart-the-way,  and  tire  Brabandfch 
hoedje ;  and  as  we  had  determined  to  run  into 
the  bay  of  Jeritte ,  we  endeavoured,  by  ply¬ 
ing  to  windward,  as  the  wind  was  at  s.w.  to 
reach  that  anchoring-place  ;  but  as  the  wind 
blew  frefirer  every  moment,  I  was  afraid  of 
coming  to  an  anchor,  and,  therefore,  kept 
under  weigh  during  the  night,  with  very 
little  fail. 

The  following  day,  we  again  worked  far¬ 
ther  on  towards  'Jeritte,  and  caffc  anchor 
about  a  league  from  that  place. 

We  remained  here  at  anchor  till  the  16th 
of  Auguft,  when  we  took  our  laid  obferva- 
tion  of  Pmcw-ifland  at  funfet,  and  lofing 
fight  or  the  fame,  as  well  as  of  the  land  of 
Java,  on  the  next  day,  we  fleered  w.s.w. 
according  to  the  Company’s  failing-orders, 

'  ‘  :  '  -*4 
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till  the  24th,  when  being  in  about  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  io°  fouth,  we  changed  our  courfe  to 
due  weft. 

Qn  the  following  day,  in  the  afternoon, 
having  got  into  longitude  82°  eaft  from 
T'eneriffe,  and  our  compares  {hewing  70 
N.w.  variation,  we  then,  agreeable  to  the 
abovementioned  failing-orders,  fteered  due 
north.  • 

On  the  8th  of  September,  we  thought  that 
we  faw  the  bland  Gracia  from  the  tops,  yet 
we  could,  not  ascertain  the  reality  of  it,  as' 
the  weather  was  fhowery  ;  in  order,  how¬ 
ever,  not  to  run  any  danger,  we  bore  away 
from  it  in  the  evening ;  and  reluming  our 
courfe  at  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we 
could  fee  no  appearance  of  land  at  daybreak. 

The  day  before,  and  efpecially  in  the 
evening,  we  had .  feen  many  birds,  which 
confirmed  us  in  the  opinion  that  we  were 
not  far  diftant  from  fome  ifland.  Our  com¬ 
pares  then  ihewed  full  70  N.w.  variation, 
and  we  were  in  7 \°  fouth  latitude. 

On  the  14th,  we  loft  the  eafterly  wihds, 
which  we  had  had  from  the  commencement 
of  the  voyage,  and  met  with  wefterly  gales, 
being  H0- fouth  of  the  line,  which  we  paffed 
-  — f  f  3  on 
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on  the. 1 6th,. with  a  northwefterly  variation 
of  aboiif  6°,  fleering  n.  by  w.  in  order  not 
to  be  driven  upon  the  Maidive  iflands,  by  the 
currents,  which,  in  this  time  of  the  year,, 
let  towards  the  eaft,  in  which  diredlion  from 
us  thofe  iflands  lay. 

It  was  a  long  time  before  we  got  as 
far  as  130  north  latitude.  Continued  calms, 
which  had  lafted  ffeven  days,  and  previous 
thereto  contrary  winds,  together -with  cur¬ 
rents  letting  to  the  lbuth,  were  the  obftacles 
Which  prevented  the  more  fpcedy  profecu- 
tion  of  our  voyage. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  we  fyw  fome 
floating  feaweed,  and,  the  day  after,  we 
caught  a  quail;  a. bird,  which,  it  is  laid,  is 
always  met  with  on  the  coaft  o i  Arabia, 

The  flgns  of  land  Hill  continued  on  the 
following  day;  and  befides,  thei'e,  we  law 
many  little  round  white  lea-animals,  of 
various  lizes,  feme  being  as  large  as  a  gil¬ 
der-piece'*,  and  others  very  little  bigger 
than  a  dubbeltje- f\  I  had'  fome  taken  up 

*  Which  is  fomewhat  lefs  in  fize  than  a  half-crown- 
piece.  TV 

f  Or  Dutch  two-penny-piece,'  about  as  large  as  our  fix- 
pence.  T. 

--.out 
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out  "of  the  fea,  in  order  to"  take  an  accurate 
view  of- them.  At  fir  ft,  they  appeared  no 
more  than  inanimate  marine  productions  ;• 
but  having  ftood  ftill  for  fome  time  in  bowls 
of  water,  they  proved  to  belong  to  the  ani¬ 
mal  kingdom.  That  which,  floating  in  the 
fea,  appeared  like  a  piece  of  money,  w.as  a 
hard,  bony,  round  fubftance,  of  about,  one- 
tcntli  of  an  inch  in  thicknefs,  yet  more  or 
lefs  flexible,  divided  on  the  upper  fide  into 
three  circles,  the  outermoft  of  which  was  of 
a  beautiful  pearl-colour,  the  two  others  were’ 
a  little  darker ;  fine  ftrokes,  like  rays,  clofe 
to  each  other,  of  a  brighter  hue  than  the  cir¬ 
cles,  ran  from  the  center  to  the  circumfer¬ 
ence,  and  were  crofted  by  others,  running 
in  a  wavy  direction,  but  exadlly  following 
the  circular  ftiape  of  the  whole  fubftance : 
innumerable  animalcule,  like  polypi;  the 
longeft  of  which  was  not  one-fourth  of  an 
inch  in-  length,  fpread  themfelves  out  from 
the,  outer  edge;  fome  of  them  had  two 
branches  upon  one  trunk,  that  fpread  out 
like  a  fork,  but  moft  were  fingie.  The 
glafs  which  1  had  to  view  thefe  mollufca, 
was  but  of  fmall  powers,  yet  I  perceived  by 
it  that  each  of  the  abovementioned  polypi 
■  f  f  3  "  were 
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were  ftudded  with  feveral  little  iky -blue 
fpots,  and  their  bodies  were,  length  wife,  in 
the  form  of  a  prifm,  the  fides  of  which, 
being  convex,  appeared  of  a  tranfparent 
blue.  At  the  under  part  of  this  bony  fub- 
ftance  (for  this  creature  always  iwam  with 
what  has  juft  been  defcribed  uppermoft)  ap¬ 
peared  an  infinite  colledlion  of  vermicular 
forms,  clofely  intertwined  together,  of  a  dirty 
.white  colour,  and  which  I  was  not  able  to 
feparate  from  each  other.  In  the  middle 
"was  a  little  lump,  about  a  line  in  fize,  of 
an  irregular  fhape,  in  which  fometimes  an 
cxpanfion  and  contraction  were  ‘vifible,  as 
.  in  the  heart  of  a  live  animal.  When  the 
polypi  were  fully  expanded,  the  whole  ap¬ 
peared  very  much  like  a  paffion-flower. 

I  was  not  able  to  keep  one  of  .thcfe  crea- 
"tures  alive  for  longer  than  three  or  four 
hours ;  during  that  time  many  of  the  polypi 
fell  off  from  their  common  parent  flock,  and 
fank  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  bowl,  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  appearance  of  life  remaining  in 
them. 

The  feeing  of  all  thefe  figns  of  land,  made 
us  fufpecl  that  we  were  much  more  to  the 
weftward  than  wc  reckoned  ;  and  fome  ob~ 
fervatjcis,  - 
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fervations  of  the  longitude,  taken  according 
to  the  manner  of  M.  de  la  Caille,  con¬ 
firmed  this  fijppofition.  On  the  15th,  like- 
wife,  in  the  evening,  at  funfet,  we  faw 
fomething  to  the  northweftward,  that  bore 
much  the  "appearance  of  land  ;  but  not  find¬ 
ing  any  bottom  with  a  line  of  one  hundred 
fathoms,  we  attributed  that  appearance  t,o 
the  weather.  It,  however,  afterwards  ap¬ 
peared,  that  our  conjedtures  were  well- 
founded,  and-  that,  at  that  time,  we  were 
not  far  from  the  coaft  of  Arabia  Felix. 

On  the  24th  of  O&ober,  I  faw,  for  the 
firfl:  time',  the  zodiacal  light,  in  the  morning, 
at  half  pafl:  three  o’clock,  being  two  hours 
and  a  half  before  the  fun  was  to  rife.  The 
horizon  was  befet  with  clouds,  to  the  height 
•  of  30  to  4-°,  and  the  light  appeared  above 
them,  landing  like  a  cone,  upon  a  broad 
bafis,  of  1 50  to  20°,  fhooting:  upwards,  and 
ending  in  a  point,  about  35 0  or  40?  above, 
the  horizon  :  the  light  was  dim,  but  very 
diftinguilhable,  as  it  was  then  new  moon, 
and  the  night,  eonfequently,  dark.  We 
were  then  in  the  north  latitude  of  20?. 

The  calms,  and  light  airs  of  wind,  which 
$ye  here  met  with,  caufed  us  to  make  little 
•  f  F  4  progrefa 
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progrefs  in  our  voyage,  and  it  was  not  before 
the  3d  of  November,  that  we  ftruek  found¬ 
ings  in  fifty  fathoms-  We  faw  many  water-, 
fnakes  that  day,  but  did  not  perceive  the 
leaft  change  in  the  colour  of  the  water,  no 
more  than  on  the  following  day,  although 
we  were  then  fifteen  or  twenty  leagues 
nearer  to  the  land. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  we  let  drop 
our  anchor  in  twenty-four  fathoms,  becaufc 
both  wind  and  ftream  were  againft  us$ 
"they,  however,  changed  in  our  favour  that 
evening,  by  which  we  were  again  enabled 
to  follow  our  route,  . 

On  the  day  after,  at  half  paid  nine  o’clock, 
A.M.  we  faw  the  .  high  land  of  Bazaim,  and 
in  the  afternoon,  we  made  Cape  St.  John , 
from  which  we  computed  that  we  were  fix 
or  feven  leagues  diftant,  and  the  pike  Pif~. 
cadores ;  we  alfo  thought'  we  faw  the  ifland 
Sa/fet. 

The  pike  Pifcadores  is  here,  befides  the 
latitude,  the  bed;  mark  for  making  Cape 
St.  John ;  but  it  lies  very  far  inland,  and  ap¬ 
pears  rather  too  fmall,  on  account  of  the 
diftance,  foon  to  get  fight  of  it :  it  is  called 
the  pike,  on  account  of  its  fharp  luinmit  $ 

btffT 
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but  one  may  err  here,  in  this  refpedf;,  as 
there  is  a.  mountain,  fdmewhat  more  fouth~< 
erly,  fituated  near  the  high  land  of  Bazaim , 
which  equally  appears  with  a  lofty  fummit, 
but  this  does  not  lie  fo  far  inland.  ’  . 

The  beach  is  very  flat  here,  for  foundings 
in  fifty  fathoms  are  met  with,  at  the  diftance 
of  forty  leagues  well  of  Cape  St.  John .. 

From  that  prorffontory  ;  to  the  road  of 
Surat ,  the  track  lies  n.n.e.  between  the  con¬ 
tinent  and  the  fea-banks,  which  lie  about 
feven  leagues  off.  You  mull:  keep  in  the 
depth  of  fixteen  and  eighteen  fathoms,  hard 
clay  bottom,  till  a  little  hill,  which  ftandg  at 
a  ftiort  diftance  to  the  north  of  the  city  of 
Daman,  bears  fouth  of  eaft,  and  you  may 
then  fteer  for  the  land  till  in  ten  on  nine 
fathoms,  failing  afterwards  along  it  at  the 
diftance  of  one  and  a  half,  or  two  leagues. 

The  land  is  very  low,  and  interfperfed 
with  trees.  When  you  fee  the  tower  of 
Sualy,  which  is  a  lofty  white  monument,  at 
the  north  point  of  the  river  of  Surat,  keep 
it  n,  or  n.  by  w.  and  run  ftrait  for  the 
road  ;  the  ftiips  that  lie  at  anchor  there,  are 
difcerned  foon  enough,  to  fteer  a  proper 
pourfe  towards  them. 

’  We 
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We  anchored  there  on  the  ioth  of  No¬ 
vember,  at  half  paft  three  o’clock,  p.m. 
after  the  Company’s  fchooner,  the  Young 
Peter ,  had  been  on  board  of  us,  in  the  fore¬ 
noon,  with  the  comptroller  of  equipment, 
to  fetch  the  Company’s  papers. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Province  of  Guzurat. — Decay  of  the  Mogul  Em- 
fire. — Situation  of  Surat.- — The  River  Tapi, 
or  Chedder. — Banks  of  Sand  in  it. — EJleemed 
holy  by  the  Gentoos. — High  Tides.— The  Road. — - 
Monfoons.—Objervations  on  the  Temperature  of  the 
Weather.— rExper mental  Proof  of  the  Drynefs  of 
the  Atmofph ere.- — Intolerable  Stench  in  the  City.— 
Fertility  and  high  State  of  Cultivation  of  the  fur¬ 
rounding  Country. 

X™  province  of  Guzurat*  7‘  in  which  is 
fituated  the  city  of  Surat,  was  formerly  an 
independent  kingdom,  although  of  no  very 

*  According  to  the  m’emorial  of  Mr.  Schreuder,  the 
name  of  Guzurat  fignifies  properly  Gold- Surat,  of  which 
Amedabab  is  the  capital,  and  Surat  the  chief  feaport.  S. 

This  is  a  fanciful,  or  rather  a  laughable,  derivation  of  an 
Indian  proper  name,  from  an  European  appellative,  fome- 
thing  like  Dean  Swift’s  fatirical  etymology  of  Archimedes 
from  Hark  y.i,  maids ,  and  Alexander  the'  Great  from  All  eggs 
under  the  grate.  Dr.  Vincent  derives  the  name  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Guzurat  from  the  Arabic  gezira,  a  peninfula ;  others 
think  that  it  was  fo  narped  from  the  mafs  of  its  inhabitants 
being  of  the  Gazer  caile,  cowherds.  T. 
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great  extent ;  but  having  been  conquered, 
in  the  year  1 565%  by  the  emperor  Acbar, 
it  now  conftitutes  one  of  the  weftern  pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  empire  of  the  Great  Mogul. 
The  prefent  emperor  is  Alem  Giiier,  the 
fecond  of  that  name  ;  but  he  has  no  power ; 
as  this  empire,  formerly  fo  potent,,  which 
comprehended,  according  to  the  imperial  re- 
•  cords,  one-and~twenty  extenfive  provinces, 
two  hundred  and  four  populous  cities,  five 
ridges  of  mountains,  and  five  thouland  and 
forty-fix  pergunnabs,  or  dillridts,  contain  frig 
towns  and  villages,  and  the  yearly  cuftomary 
revenues  from  which,  paid  into  the  imperial 
treafury,  amounted  to  251,323,851!  rupees, 
'or/-37^j9^5>772^>  about  three  hundred  and 
feventy-feven  millions  of  Dutch  gilders -fy 
has  now  been  fo  torn  by  internal  commotions, 
that  the  Great  Mogul  retains  only  the  mere 
name  of  emperor,,  unfupported  by  any  real 
authority  or  power. 

Aurenzebe,  who  died  in  the  year  1 70^, 
exalted  the  Mogul  power  to  the  piuacle  of 
glory  ;  but  his  lucceffors,  not  poflefting  his 

*  According  to  Thevemot,  S.  Valentin  and  others 
fay  ij68.  <T. 

f  Memorial  of  Mr,  Schreud-er. 
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abilities,  could  not  maintain  it  in  the  fplendid 
date  in  which  he  left  it  to  them ;  and  his 
children  and  grandchildren  exhaufting  the 
land  by' their  civil  wars  for  the  poffeffion  of 
the  fovereign  authority,  this  powerful  em¬ 
pire  was  fliaken  to  its  foundation  by  the  in- 
vafion  of  the  Perfian  IKah,  Thamas  Kouli 
Khan,  in  the  year  1739,  after  which'  it  never 
recovered  its  ancient  fplendour.  It  remained 
always  expofed  to  the  incurlions  of  the  fur- 
rounding  nations.  Moreover,  when  its  fove- 
reigns  became  more  and  more  effeminate*  - 
and  withdrew  themfelves  from  the  aftive 
adminiftration  of  the  affairs  of  the  empire, 
the  nabobs,  loubahs,  and  'other  great  men, 
arrogated  to  themfelves,  in  a  great  meafure, 
the  fovereignty  over  thofe  provinces,  of 
which  they  were  the  delegated  governors, 
and  in  which  they  have  maintained  them¬ 
felves  till  the  prefent  day,  fave  in  thofe  parts 
'where  the  Englilh  have  introduced  them¬ 
felves  by  force,  and  where  the  appointment 
and  depofition  of  the  nabobs  depend  upon 
the  good-will  of  that  nation. 

Thus,  Ahmed  Abdallah,  chief,  or 
prince,  of  the  Patans,  marched  to  Debit,  in 
the  year  17  57,  and  took  the  Great  Mogul, 
Alem 
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Alem  Ghier*,  and  all  his  omrahs,  prifon- 
ers;  and  after  having  kept  pofTeffion  of  the 
place  for  fome  time,  and  collected  as  much 
treafure  as  he  could  find,  he  lent  for  the  em¬ 
peror  but  of  prilon,  and  placed  him  again 
upon  the  throne  $  but  this  unhappy  monarch 
did  not  long  furvive  his  reitoration  to  the 
imperial  dignity,  for  he  was  treacheroufly 
murdered,  in  the  year  1795?  by  order  of 
'  his  grand  vizier,  Shah  Abadin  Chan  f  ; 
'  but  the  abovementioned  prince  of  the  Patans, 
r  being  dilpleafed  with  the  conduct  of  this 
traitor,  attacked  and  defeated  him  and  his 
allies,  and  placed  his  foil  Timur,  'whom  he 
had  made  king  of  Lahore  in  his  former  ex-* 
pedition,  upon  the  imperial  feat  of  Dehli. 

Surat  lies,  according  to  the  French  ob- 
fervations,  in  21 0  10'  north  latitude,  which 
.  differs  about  6'  from  our  feveral  times  re¬ 
peated  obfervations  made  while  in  the  road. 

It  ftands  on  the  left  or  fouth  bank  of  the 

*  Axlumgire  Sa*ji.  T. 

f  Otherwife  Ghazi-ul-dikn,  a  man  who  maided  into 
a  few  years  of  early  youth  more  crimes  and  abilities,  than 
other  confummate  villains  have  done  into  a  long  life  of 
wickednefs  and  treachery.  For  a  particular  and  well-writ¬ 
ten  account  of  all  thefe  tranfadtions,  the  reader  is  referred  to 
Po'Ui'j  Hijlory  of  H'uuUjl an. 
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river  Tapi,  or  Tappi,  which  the  Moors  call 
Chedder ,  and  which  Thevenot  fays,  has 
its  fource  ten  miles  from  the  little  town  of 
'  Brempore^  in  the  kingdom  and  mountains  of 
Decan ,  and  runs  into  the  fea,  about  two 
leagues  and  a  half  below  Surat.  At  the 
mouth  of  the  river,' which  is  about  half  a 
league  over,  there  is  a  bank,  or  bar,  upon 
which,  at  low  tide,  there  is  no  more  than 
three  feet  water  ;  as,  however,  in  fpringtides, 
the  water  rifes  full  fifteen  feet,  pretty  large 
fhips  can  enter  the  river.  Befides  this,  therp- 
are  feveral  other  banks  higher  up  in  the 
river,  ofi which  that  which  lies  near  the  vil-# 
lage  of  Omrah ,  half  a  league  below  Surat,  is 
the  fhoaleit ;  as  at  low  water,  it  is  not  even 
payable  by  fmall  craft :  a  little  above  the 
city,  and  farther  up,  the  river  becomes  fhal- 
lower  and  fhallower,’  fo  that  at  low  water  it 
is  fordable  near  the  village  of  Brtauw ,  about 
a  Dutch  mile  higher  up. 

The  Banians  and  Gentoos  efteenj,  this  a, 
very  holy  river.  It  follows  in  fan&ity  of 
efiimation  upon  the  Ganges ,  which  they 
think  the  oldeft  in  the  world ;  and  the  fame 
ceremonies  which  are  obferved  with  refpeft 

to 
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to  the  former  *,  likewife,  in  a  great  meafure, 
take  place  in  regard  to  the  Tapi. 

The  river  has  many  finuofities,  but  its 
courfe  lies  as  far  as  Old  Surat,  in  an  e.n.e. 
direction  ;  from  that  place  it  runs  more  to 
the  Toutheaft  ward.  , 

'  The  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide  occur 
even  above  the  town  ;  there  is  no.confider- 
able  afflux  of  water,  except  in  the  rainy 
leafon,  when  the  river  riles  lbmetimes  to  a 
great  height,  and  occafxons  much  damage. 
Jn  the  year  1727,  it  rofe  lb  high,  that  the 
people  failed  with  harry s  ”j*  over  the  city  walls 
'  zs  far  as  the  Durbar 

In  the  month  of  July,  of  the  year  1776, 
in  the  time  of  the  bad  monloon,  the  water 
of  the  river  rofe  ten  feet,  in  the  Ipace  of  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  encreafed  fo  rapidly, 
that  it  was  almofl:  upon  a  level  with  the 
wall  of  the  city  in  a  very  Ihort  time.  The 

*  The  ceremonies  obferved  in  the  fefiival  inffituted  in 
honour  of 'the  river  Ganges,  are  circumftantially  defcribed  by 
Mr.  Stavorinus  in  his  Foyage  to  Batavia,  Bantam ,  and  Ben~ 
gal,  book  Hi.  chapter  ii.  Dutch  Editor. 

f  Honys  are  fma!l  veffels,  ufed  as  lighters,  in  the  river  of 
Surat,  of  from  twenty  to  forty  tons  burthen.  T. 

$  Memorial  of  Mr,  S^hreuoer.  S. 


afflux 


afflux  was  fo  violent,  that  all  the  veffels 
were  carried  away  by  it:  the  Company’s 
fchooner,  the  Young  Peter,  was  driven  from 
before  the  town  high  upon  the  fhore,  at 
Attua ,  and  the  Gonjomwr,  or  the  Holy  Ship, 
as  it  is  called,  was  carried  down  the  river, 
and  dafhed  to  pieces ;  a  piece  of  the  wreck, 
being  part  of  the  head,  was  to  be  feen  op- 
pofite  to  the  blacjc  guard,  when  I  failed  up 
the  river  in  February,  17 77* 

The  road  is  about  a  league  fouth  of  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  From  October  to " 
April  it  is  never  without  {hips,  that  arrive 
here  from  all  parts'  of  India,  and  meet  with 
a  fafe  place  to  ride  in, .  as  that  is  the  time 
when  the  northerly  winds,  moftlv  confined  ■ 
between  the  points  of  n-e.  and  n.w.  prevail. 
After  April,  the  "road  becomes  dangerous, 
not  being  protected  from  the  wefterly  and 
foutherly  winds,  which  rage  uninterruptedly 
along  this  coaft,  from  the  month  of  May  till 
Auguft,  and  raife  a  very  high  fea ;  the  fea- 
banks,  which  lie  about  four  leagues'  out  to 
fea,  do  not  afford  the  leaf!  lee  *  feveral  {hips 
were  loft  in  the  month  of  May  of  this  year, 
and  only  .one  or  two  of  thofe  that  were 
vol.  n.  ®  g  ■  driven 


driven  from  their  anchors,  and  run  high 
upon  the  ihore,  were  got  off  again. 

The  anchorage  here  is  in  feven,  eight,  or 
nine  fathoms  water,  according  to  the  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  fliore  which  is  preferred  j  the 
Company’s  drips  nihally  anchor  in  eight  fa¬ 
thoms,  with  the  tower  of  Sualy  n.  to  n.  by  w. 
and  the  point  of  Najfary  s.e.  or  s.je.  i  s. 

From  repeated  obfervations,  we  found 
that  the  anchoring  -  place  was  in  21 0  57' 
north  latitude,  the  variation  of  the  compafs 
■  a  0  30'  n.w.  and  high  water,  at  new  and 
full  moon,  at  twenty-four  minutes  pad:  folir 
o’clock  ;  the  water  rifing  in  lpring  tides  four¬ 
teen  or.  fifteen  feet. 

The  fealons  or  monfoons  arc,  as  every 
where  between  the  tropics  in  India,  of  two 
kinds,-  the  good  and  the  bad;  yet,  fome  di¬ 
vide  the  year,  as  we  do,  in  four  portions,  of 
which  the  months  of  March,  April,  and 
May,  make  the  fpring,  or  temperate  feafon; 
June,  July,  and  Auguft,  the  hot  ieafon,  or . 
bad  monlbon ;  during  which,  very  fultry 
.winds  and  continual  rains  prevail :  Septem- 
.  her,  October,  and  November,  the  autumn ; 
aiid  December,’  January,  and  February,  the 

cool 


Cool  feafon,  which  is  the  bell:  time  of  the 
year,  I  take  thefe  circumftances  from  what 
others  related  to  me,  for  I  was  only  in  per- 
fon  here  on  my  firft  voyage  in  the  months  of 
November  and  December ;  ,1  fhall  therefore 
only  communicate  the  obfervations  which  I 
made  myfelf  during  that  time,  refpe&ing 
the  temperature  of  the  climate. 

From  the  1 8  th  of  November,  to  the  end 
of  that  month/  I  found  that  the  medium 
height  of  the  thermometer  was  83°,  the 
highefl  during  that  period ;  namely,  at  three, 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  ioo°,  and  the  low  eft 
in  the  morning,  'half  an  hour  before  funrife, 
63°,  both  with  a  clear  fky. 

From  the  ift,  to  the  25th  of  December, 
the  medium  height  of  the  thermometer  was 
740,  the  higheft  920  ;  namely,  on  the  ift, 
and  on  the.  2  2d"' in  the  afternoon,,  with  a 
clear  fky:  and  the  loweft  52  °,  being  on  the 
21  ft  in  the.  morning,  half  an  hour  before 
funrife,  alfo  with  a  clear  fky. 

Although  I  could  not  keep  daily  annota¬ 
tion,  of  the  degrees  of  heat,  fhewn  by  the 
thermometer,  during  .  the  time  that  I  re¬ 
mained  at  Surat ,  on  my  fecond  voyage,  from 
the  25th  of  February  to  the  ^th  of  April, 
the  heat  was  not  excefiive  till  the  middle  of 
■  g  s  2  March, 
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March,  feldom  being  higher  than  96*  ;  but 
towards  the  end  of  March,  and  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  April,  the  thermometer  was  feldom. 
under  104°  in  the  afternoon,  between  half 
paft  one  -  and  half  pad:  three  o’clock,  and  it 
rofe  twice  as  high  as  10B0 ;■  the  northerly 
winds  brought  on  fuck  a  fuffbeating  heat, 
that  the  thermometer,  though  hanging  in 
the  fhade,  and  away  from  ah  reflection,  rofe 
70  and  8°  by  them. 

The  drynefs  of  the  air  is  likewife  very 
^markable  here,  even  in  the  cool  leafon.  In 
December,  I  put  in  a  fcale,  hung  upon  an 
exaCt  balance,  the  quantity  of  600  grains 
of  fal  tartari  vitr.  twenty-four  hours  after¬ 
wards,  it  had  only  encreafed  nine  grains  in 
weight,  on  the  following  day  fix,  and  on 
the  third  day  three,  grains;  without  any 
further  change  being  afterwards  obfervable. 

When  I  made  the  fame  experiment,  on 
my  lecond  vifit,  the  ,Tal  tartari  did  not  re¬ 
ceive  the  lead:  addition  in  weight ;  and  the 
drought  was  fo  great,  that  wooden  furniture, 
and  even  tortoife  lliell  inuff-boxes,  bound 
with  gold  rims,  and  more  articles  of  the 
fame  nature,  fell  in  pieces. 

The  air  is  likewife  here  ftrongly  impreg¬ 
nated  with  volatile  particles.  In  a  morning, 
before 


'  it  S’ 3 

[  383  ) 

before  fun- rife,  it  is  both  difficult  and  noi- 
fome  to  pafs  through  feveral  parts  of  the 
town,  on  account  of  the  horrid  ftench  arifing 
from  carrion,  human  ordure,  and  other  im¬ 
purities  ;  efpecially  near  the  inner  • Mocha - 
gite:  but  three  or  four  hours  after  the. fun 
has  rifen,  the  intolerable  odour  is  nearly  dif- 
fipated  and  exated  by  the  rays  of  the  fun. 
The  country  rounjS  Surat  is  very  ^fertile,  and 
the  inhabitants  afe  more  krlluftrious  than  in 
other  places,  fo  that  fcarcely  a  piece  of  un¬ 
cultivated  ground  is  to  be  leen,  or  any  fpqt> 
that  does  not  yield  fomc  ufeful  production. 
The  foil  is  a  reddifti  clay,  and  is  feldom  ma¬ 
nured;  only,  they  fometimes  burn  the  dry 
ftubble,  or  refute,  of  the  fields,  the  afties  of 
which  ferve,  in  fome  meafure,  to  fupply  the 
want  of  other  manure.  The  cow  and  horfe 
dung  is  either  ufed  for  fuel,  or  for  other 
purpofes. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Produtiiens  of  the  Fields. — An  ufcful  Shrub,  producing 
Oil ,  and  a  Kind  of  Flax. — 'Tobacco. — Wheal. — 
Nilly,  or  Jttary,  a  Sort  of  Indian  Corn. — Method 
of  Jawing,  and  of  reaping,  of  fifing,  and  of  felling  it. 
— Fruits. —  Palm  Wine. — Gapok,  or  Cotton  Wool 
— ManufaSiures  of  Cotton. — Fm  Trees. — Timber 
brought  from  Daman. — Vegetables. — Provifwts. 
" »  — Wild  Animals. — Avenues  to  the  City. — The  Road 
to  Attua. — To  Briauw. — To  Catter.gam.-t- 
To  Nassary. — The  Laantjes. — Walls  mul Ex¬ 
tent  of  the  City. —Gates.' — Minarets. — Hovjes. — ■ 
Suburbs. — Streets. 

THh  E  chief  productions  of  the  fields  here, 
are  wheat,  nilly, '  and  rice,  as  alio  a  certain 
fhfub,  yielding  a  fruit,  from  which  an  oil 
tifed  for  lamps  is  exprefied  j  the  italic,  after 
having  been  laid  to  rot  in  water,  ieparates, 
like  the  flax  w  til  us,  into  threads,  of  which 
fail-yarn  is  fpun ;  I , conceive,  likewife,  that 
it  would  be  fit  for  the  manufacture  of  cor¬ 
dage,  were  the  experiment  made.  Among 
the  produce  of  the  land,  tobacco  may  equally 
.  be  reckoned,  which  is  planted  along  the  low 
grounds,  by'  the  jiverfide, 
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The  wheat,  which  is  reaped  in  a  fufficient 
quantity  to  admit  of  exportation,  and  which 
is  fometimes  fent  from  this  place  to  Batavia , 
is  large-grained,  yet  fomewhat  longer-lhaped 
than  the  Zealand  wheat,  and  yields  good,-  v 
though  not  very  white,  flour.  A  lafl 
wheat  ufually  cpfts  one  hundred  rupees,  or 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  gilders.  . 

The  grain,  vynich  is  called  nillj  by  the 
Europeans,  a xv^f1  juary  by-"the  Moors,  ferves 
here  alrnoft  univerfally  for  the  food  of  the 
natives,  in  the  fame  manner  as  rice  does  19 
nearly  every  other  place  in  India.  It  grows 
in  bunches  like  maize,  to  which  it  bears  a 
great  refemblance;  yet  the  corn  is  fomething 
fmaller,  and  has  a  little  point  at  top ;  they 
are  likewile  not  fo  thick  fet;  fomecf  thefe 
bunches  weigh  half  a  pound  and  more.  The 
ftalk  grows  to  the  height  of  five  or  fix  feet, 
and  has  at  the  upper  part  feveral  broad 
leaves,  which  hang  downwards when  ripe» 
it  affumes  a  yellowilh  appearance. 

The  feed  is  {own  in  the  month  of  July, 
after  the  fir  ft  rainy  feafon,  and  the  harveft  is 
made  in  December  or  January :  in  the  latter 
end  of  November,  or  in  the  beginning  of 
December,  the  ftalks  are  bound  together  by 
g  g  4  the 


M\~U 
C  386  ] 

the  tops  five  and  five,  in  order  to  promote 
the  ripening  of  the  grain  for  the  harveft. 

After  the  land  has  been  ploughed  and 
harrowed,  the  feed  is  lown,  nearly  in  a 
fhrait  line,  in  the  following  manner :  by  the 
fide  of  one  or  more  oxen,  a*  long  hollo vv 
reed  or  bamboo  is  faftened/  which  is  wide 
above,  and  narrower  at  bottom,  by  which 
lafi:  end  it  trails  along  the  ground  $  the  fower 
eafts  his  feed  into^he  upper  orifice  of  the 
reed,  and  it  runs  out  at  the  lower  as  the  ox 
goes  along,  in  a  {fruit  line. 

The  ftraw  of  this  grain  ferves  for  food  for 
the  oxen  and  cows,  and  the  Hubble  is  ufed  as 
fuel.  The  grain  itfelf  is  ground,  between 
two  Hones,  into  meal,  which  being  mixed 
up  to  a  dough,  with  water  alone,  is  baked 
into  flat  unleavened  cakes,  which  tafte  much 
like  cakes  of  buckwheat- meal. 

The  grain  is  fold  by  weight ;  the  maiuid, 
of  34§  pounds,  was  Ibid,  when  I  was  there, 
for  three-fourths  of  a  rupee,  or  about  twenty- 
three  ftivers  of  our  money. 

The  abundance  or  fcarcity  of  food  for  the 
natives,  depends  upon  the  good  or  ill  {heeds, 
of  the  harveft  of  this  grain,  as  they  fubilfi, 
for  the  moft  part,  cnthely  upon  it.  A  failure 

of 
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of  the  crop  is  always  apprehended,  when 
the  rains  do  not  fall  at  a  proper  period,  or 
not  in  fusfficient  quantities. 

I  have  been  allured  that  very  good  mangos 
grow  here,  which  are  not  ripe  till  February 
dr  March  j  a^alfo  grapes,  fome  of  which  I 
faw  in  vineyards,  but  did  not  talle  them,  as 
they  too, are  not  ripe  before  the  latter  end  of 
January,  or  the  Keginning  of,February.  Gn  , 
my  lecond  voyage,  graces-  were  fo^  fcarce, 
that  I  did  not  fee  them  at  all. 

The  cocoa- nut-tree  does  not  occur  here : 
though  a  fort  of  it  is  found,  from  which  tary7 
or  toddy,’  is  drawn  5  it,  however,  more  refem- 
bles  the  palm-tree;  the  Hem  is  ftrait,  and 
fome  of  them  pretty  thick  and  fmooth,  with 
a  fmall  crown.  The  tafte  of  the  toddy  is 
very  different  from  that  of  the  fame  kind  of 
liquor  which  I  drank  in  the  eafcern  provinces 
of  Macajfer  and  Amboyna ,  known  there  by 
the  appellation  of  fagwire ;  the  flavour  of  the 
former  being  much  more  pleafant.  The 
trees  that  yield  the  two  liquors  are  likewife 
very  different  in  appearance ;  though  they 
fecm  to  me  to  belong  to  the  fame  genus. 

The  chief  article  of  trade  which  this  coun¬ 
try  affords,  is  cotton-cloth,  the  material,  for 
which,  the  capok,  or  cotton-wool,  is  produced 
.  in 
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in  abundance  round  Broot  Chia ,  or  Barocbet 
and  higher  up  the  country ;  but  the  chief 
part  of  the  piece-goods  which  are  shanufac- 
tured  here,  are  coarfe  and  coloured  cottons : 
yet  very  fine  checqued  and  ftriped  dor e as  are 
made  not  far  from  Baroche.  / 

No  fore  lbs  are  met  with  if  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Surat  i  nothing  but  low .  and  Ibnall 
■underwood ;  though  at  intervals,  and  efpe- 
cially  along  the  rcfefe,  fome  ifady  trees  occur, 
and,  in  general,  of  that  fpecies  that  Ihoot 
-down  little  filaments  from  their  branches,  to 
the  ground,  which  take  root,  and,  in  time, 
grow  up  into  trees,  and  propagate  tllemfejves 
in  the  fame  manna;  as  the  parent  flock. 
Numbers  of  thele  trees  are  elleemcd  very 
holy  by  the  Gentoos,  for  which  reafon,  many 
of  their  pagodas,  or  temples,  are  built  under 
the  fhade  of  fuch  a  tree. 

Moft  of  the  wood  for  fuel,  and  all  that  is 
wanted  for  houfe  or  lhip-buitding,  is  brought 
hither  from  Daman,  by  water-carriage. 

Vegetables  are  laid  to  be  in  fuffieient  plenty 
for  the  Europeans,  during  the,  cool  ieafon. 
Thole  which  I  eat  here,  were  an  inferior 
*  fort  of  green  peas  and  afparagus,  both  of 
which,  though  they  looked  very  well,  were 
,  watery  and  taftclefs,  and  by  no  means  lo 
nice  , 
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nice  as  thofe  grown  at  Batavia ;  good  fpin- 
age,  fahd,  purflane,  beet-root,  cabbage,  and 
carrots.  \ 

The  befef  is  very  good  and  fat,  as  is  mut¬ 
ton  and  verMfon ;  but  poultry  is  fcarce,  and 
is  chiefly  brought  from  other  places.  The 
butter  and  milk-pre  likewife  very  good,  and 
xxot  very  dear,  \ 

Of  wild  animlals,  the  tiger  .is,  I  believe, 
befides  fnakes/'the  only^Cne  whofe  ravages 
are  to.be  feared. 

The  houfes  fwarm  with,  bugs,  elpeeiafl)* 
in  the  hot  feafon ;  but  I  cannot  fay  that  I 
had  any  reafon  to  complain  pf  buffering  from 
them  myfelf. 

There  are  feveral  beavxtiful  avenues  which 
lead  to  the  city  from  the  country.  On  going 
out  of  the  Attiia,  or,  as  the  natives  call  it, 
the  Mocho-gz.te,  there  Is  a  broad  road,  which 
leads  fouthward,  at  no  great  diftance  from 
the  river  •  it  is  planted  with  fhady  trees  on 
both  fldes,  as  far  as  Attua.  This  road  leads 
farther  on  to  the  village  of  Omrab ,  clofe  to 
the  river,  and  afterwards  to  the  village  of 
Domis,  which  is  at  the  'mouth  of  the  river, 
on  the  fouth  fide. 

The' ’  Briauw  road  runs  on  the  other  fide 
pf  the  city,  fo  called  from  the  village  of 
,  Briau'W, 
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jBn'auw,  which  lies  full  one  Dutch  mile  off, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river.  Turnhig- 
from  this  road  to  the  right,  the  wajf  leads  to 
Pock  Parre ,  a  village  on  this  fide  ok  the  river. 
A  celebfated  fakir  has,  for  many  years,  rc- 
fided  near  this  place,  of  whopri  I  {hall  have 
occafion  to  fay  more  hereafter.  A  little  far¬ 
ther,  a  handfome  garden  bias  been  laid  out, 
which  belongs  to  the  brokeV  of  the  Euglifh ; 
but  the  buildings^appcrtaih^ug  to  it,  were 
burnt  down  lath  year  by  the  Marattas, 
Uhjevenot  calls  the  abovementioued  gate 
the  gate  of  Earache,  becaufc  it  is  through  the 
lame  that  travellers  to  the  latter  place  Jet  off. 
This  is  a  very  plealant  and  handfome  avenue, 
and  planted,  almoft  the  whole  way,  on  both 
iides,  with  leafy  trees,  which  afford  an  Agree¬ 
able  lhade. 

A  handfome  road  likewife  runs  from  the 
Catkrgam- gate  to  the  village  of  that  name, , 
and  alfo  to  Poele  Parre.  Not  far  from  there, 
upon  an. eminence,  are  the  burial  places  of 
the  Gentoo  faints,  of  which  I  {hall  fay  more 
in  the  fequel. 

Going  out  of  the  Saras-g ate,  called  by 
The venot  that  of  Daman ,  there  is  likewife 
a  pleafant  road,  reaching  to  Naffary,  and  to 
a  village  called  Qedanain ,  where  there  is  a 
pagoda 
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pagoda,  which  is  held  in  great  veneration  by 
the  Hindoos. 

The  rohd  which  X  thought  the  moil:  plea- 
rant,  was  that  which  we  call  the  Laantjes , 
or  the  greenKwalk.  The  little  gate -at  the 
upper  part  of\he  town  leads  to  it:  we  give 
it  that  appellation  becaufe  it  is  narrow  and 
clofely  over/hado4ed :  it  has  much  analogy 
with  country  roads,  in  my  native  and  plea- 
fant  ifland  of  W'flcheren.^' 

The  city  of*  Surat,  as  1  have  before  faid,  \ 
/lands  on  the  left  bank  of  the  ‘Tapi.  It  is* 
encircled  by  a  double  wall ;  the'  innermo/l, 
being  about  two  hours’  walk  in  circumference, 
and  the  outermoft,  which  inclofes  both  the 
inner  town  and  the  fuburbs,  requires  almoft 
three  hours  to  walk  round  it.  At  the  time 
of  Thevenot,  the  inner  wall  was  recon- 
ftrudted  of  brick,  having  before  been  merely 
a  mud- wall.  The  inner  wall  is'  much  de¬ 
cayed,  but  the  outer  one  is  in  tolerable  good 
condition.  The  height  of  it  within,  I  calcu¬ 
late  at  about  twelve  feet,  and  without,  as  the 
ground  there  is  much  lower,  twenty  and  more 
feet ;  it  is  feven  or  eight  feet  in  thicknefs ;  at 
the  height  of  eight  feet,  it  lofes  about  half 
its  thicknefs,  as  a  parapet  is  made  there  for 
thofe  who  defend  the  wall  v'ith  /mall  arms, 

the 
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the  upper  part  ferving  thus  as  a  breaft^Jwork, 
loopholes  being  made  in  it,  for  the/fu fees  to 
be  fired  through.  / 

This  is  alfo  a  1  mo  ft  the  foie  defence  which 
they  poffefs ;  for  as  to  the  rovftid  and  femi- 
circular  baftions,  or  places /ft  arms,  which 
jut  out  from  the  walls,  01/either  fide  of  the 
gate,  and  which  are  planted  with  a  few  can¬ 
non,  togefchej^with  the  bulwarks,  or  lconces, 
that  they  call  guards,  whibh  projeft  a  little 
from  the  wall,  and  are  placed  at  intervals  all 
’  -round  the  town,  at  the  diftance  of  five  or 
■  fix  hundred  feet  from  each  other,  they  are 
too  weak,  and  too  incapable  of  defence,  to 
contribute  much  to  the  lecurity  of  the  town, 
excepting  that  by  the  Nqffary- gate,  which 
has  lately  been  rebuilt  in  a  ftronger  manner, 
by  order  of  the  Englifh. 

The  inner  town  has  twelve  gates,  two 
towards  the  river,  and. ten  towards  the  coun¬ 
try.  There  are  as  many  gates  in  the  outer, 
oppofite'  to  thofc  in  the  inner  wall,  each  of 
which  bears  the  fame  name  with  the  cor- 
refponding  inner  one. 

One  of  the  gates  of  the  city,  leading  to  the 
river,  ftands  juft  below  the  caftle,  and  is 
called  the  Chiap- gate,  becaufe  all  the  goods, 
imported  and  exported,  muft  be  carried 
through 
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thfsygh  this  gate  to  be  houfed  in  the  town,  or 
ihippeoMn  the  river,  in  order  that  the  cuftoms 
may  not'be  defrauded. 

Clofe  tcythe  inner  walls,  are  feveral  high 
and  narrow\fpires,  round  which  there  are 
balconies,  wnkh  the  Turks  call  minarets ,  and 
are  ufed  to  call  rhe  Mahomedans  to  prayer. 

Few  houfes  are  feen  in  the  inner  town 
that  have  any  external  gond—hppearance. 
There  are  evep.  many  pfSces,  where  nothing 
bu  t  little  huts,  made  of  bamboo,  and  plaiftered 
with  mud,  are  met  with.  In  the  fuburbsj 
few  other  than  the  laft-mentioned  are  found  ; 
fave  in  one  divifion,  or  ward,  through  which 
one  muft  pafs,  on  going  out  of  the  Dehli- gate  ; 
in  this  there  are  none  but  hone-buildings, 
which  have  a  tolerably  handfome  appearance. 

The  ground  encloled  between  the  two  city- 
walls,  is  not,  however,  near  being' covered 
with  houfes ;  there  are  extenlive  gardens  in 
it,  and  even  tradls  of  arable  land,  and  many 
lime  and  brick-kilns,  efpecially  from  the 
Saras  to  the  Attua-^sXt, 

The  ftreets  are,  in  general,  unpaved,  nar¬ 
row,  and  irregular,  with  projedting  corners 
and  {hops.  In  this  inftance,  Thevenot  is 
miftaken,  who  lays,  that  they  are  long  and 
broad, 
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broad,  or  things  rauft  have  greatly  chenvged 
lince  his  time*.  In  the  rainy  feafbn,  they 
are  very  dirty,  and  the  native  inhabitants 
pay  little  attention  to  keeping  t/Jem  clean, 
making'  a  common  dunghill  oj  them,  and 
throwing  every  kind  of  filth^sCto  the  middle 
of  "the  road.  , 

i 

*  Sir  Roger  L’Estrange’s  tranflation  of  Thevenot’s 
travels  lias  it,  thaTtliS*  Greets  are  “  large  and  even.’’  Oving- 
ton,  who  was  at  Surat  in  1689,  fays,  the  Greets  are  fome 
too  narrow,  but  in  many  places  of  a  convenient  breadth.”  2\ 
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\  CHAPTER  XII. 


Defcription  of'  the  Garden  of  the  Nabob. — Of  a 
Pleafur  e-gar  den  jaid  out  by  the  Sifter  of  Auren- 
zebe. — Other  Gardens  belonging  to  Europeans. — 
A  new  Garden  of  the  Nabob. —Burial-places  of  the 
Dutch  and  Portuguefe. -^Monument  of  Mr.  van 
Rheede. — Singular  Tomb  of  a  Ship's  Butler. — « 
The  large  Tank  and  Banian-tree  which  Theve* 
not  and  Valentyn  fpeak  of,  not  now  to  be 
found.— r-Wells  of  Water. — The  'Caftle. — The  Dur¬ 
bar,  or  Court  of  the  Nabob.— The  Mint. — Me¬ 
thod  of  Coining.— Factories  of  the  Europeans.— 
That  of  the  Dutch.  —  Caravanferas . — Mojquis, 
or  Maftieds. — Bazars,  or  Markets.— The  Met  dan, 
err  Caftlegreen. 


.A.MO.NG  the  gardens  which  lie  in  the 
outer  town,  or  fuburbs,  that  of  the  nabob, 
who  is  called  Mamoudi  Beg,  deferves  the 
firft  place,  as  well  on  account  of  its  large 
buildings,  as  the  general  magnificence  with, 
which  it  is  laid  out.  But  I  do  not  know 
how  to  give  an  exad  defcription  of  it,  not- 
withftanding  I  was  fully  employed  for  more 
vqi«.  ii.  h  h  than 
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than  three  hours  in  viewing  it,  as  it  confifts, 
for  the  mold  part,  of  buildings,  in.  which 
there  is  an  infinite  number  both  .of  large 
fal#ons,  and  fmail  apartments,  which  I  have 
been  allured  amounts  to  more  than  feven 
hundred,  / 

The  whole  is  inclofcd  within  a  high  Hone 
wall,  which  requires  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
to  walk  round.  The  entrance  is  through  a 
large  flone^gale,  into  an  area  of  conlide- 
rable  extent  ;  then  up  fome  Heps  into  the 
..great  faloon,  looking  towards  a  large  tank, 
or  refervoir,  in'  which  there  is  lix  feet 
water,  and  which  is,  as  I  fuelled,  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  and 
about  half  as  broad.  The  faloon,  I  take  it, 
is  full  one  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  thirty 
in  breadth  :  little  niches  are  every  where 
made  in  the  walls,  as  well  as  an  architec¬ 
tural  ornament,  as  to  hold  little  burning 
lamps  of  an  evening;  on  three  fides  it  is 
furrounded  with  little  apartments, 

.  Over  this  there  is  another  range  of  apart¬ 
ments,  nearly  fimilar  ;  and  again  a  third  on 
another  ftory ;  but  the  laffc  contains  fewer 
of  the  little  retiring  rooms.  From  the  roof, 
which  is  fiat,  in  the  Monrifh  falhion,  there 

is 
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fe"SK.moft  delightful  profpedt  over  the  city, 
and  its  environs. 

The  hqrhs  are  on  the  fecond  ttory  ;  they 
are  built  u\  clofed  apartments,  and  are  £ept_ 
fo  warm,  that  though  it  was  then  cool  • 
weather,  I  could  not  flay  five  minutes  in 
them. 

In  every  apartment,  both  in  the  falcons, 
and  in  the  fmall  rooms,  are  fountains,  and 
citterns  of  water,  for  wattling. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  abovementioned 
tank  there  is  another  building,  and  pn  thp» 
right  hat^d,  a  third,  all  conftrudted  in  the 
fame  manner  as  that  firtt  defcribed.  Here 
the  mahal,  or  feraglio  of  the  nabob,  is  held, 
when  he  refides  here.  Before  the  falooon 
belonging  to  it,  there  is  likewife  a  large 
tank,  or  refervoir,  of  fixty  or  feventy  feet  in 
length,  and  twelve  or  fourteen  in  breadth ; 
at  the  upper  end  of  which,  the  eyes  are  de¬ 
lighted  by  a  beautiful  artificial  cafcade,  of 
twenty  feet  in  height :  on  each  fide  of  the 
refervoir,  into  which  the  cafcade  falls,  art 
a  number  of  fountains,  the  ttreams  of  which 
play  in  an  oblique  diredtion,  oppofite  to  and . 
towards  each  other,  making  a  watery  arch, 
which  has  a  mott  pleafing  effedi.  The 
h  h  2  water 


r  4<S8  ] 

water  which  is  employed  in  thcfe  worlds*, 
and  for  the  baths  and  citterns  within  the 
buildings,  is  brought  part  of  the  way  from 
the  deep  wells,  whence  it  is  drawrjfby  oxen, 
in  leathery  bags,  and  then  is  introduced  into 
the  gardens  by  a  kind  of  chain  pumps,  to 
which  earthen  pots  are  fattened. 

There  was  no  furniture  in  any  of  the 
apartments  j  fuch  is  only  placed  there  when 
the  nabob  tales  his  jpleafure,  in  perfon,  in 
the,  gardens. 

■  o  _  Although  thcfe  buildings  are  faid  to  be 
not  forty  years  old,  and  to  have  coft  nine 
lacks  of  rupees,  or  full  thirteen  tons'  of  gold, 
every  thing  feems  to  be  in  a  very  ruinous 
condition,  which  is  indeed  the  cafe  with  all 
the  Moorlfh  buildings. 

Thus  the  plcafure-garden  laid  out  by 
Begum  Saheb,  the  fitter  of  Aurenzebe, 
is  at  prefent  in  a  moft  defolate  ttate  of  de- 
lapidation.  This  is  fituated  in  the  outer 
town,  near  the  Najary-g&te.  Thevenot, 
who  was  here  in  the  year  1 666,  and  calls 
it  the  garden  of  the  princejfes ,  deferibes  it 
with  much  accuracy  and.  fidelity.  It  re¬ 
mains  ftill  in  an  entire  ttate  ;  and  I  went 
over  the  whole  of  it,  with  his  defeription 

in 
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itt-apy  hand.  Moil;  of  the  trees  have,  how¬ 
ever,  been  . cut  down ;  and  few  remain,  but 
thofe  constituting  the  four  chief  walks,  and 
one  or  two  of  the  others,  being  all  tamarind- 
trees.  - 

•Flowers  are  not  found  here ;  all  the 

ground  is  Sown  with  different  forts  of  pulfe 

and  greens.  It  is  furrounded  by  a  high  wall, 
and,  I  compute,  covers  about  fifteen  or  lix- 
teen  “acres.  The  abfijismentioned  traveller 
fays  that  it  lies  out  of  the  city;  but  the 
fuburbs  were  not  then  encircled  by  walls.'* 
j  _  Befides 

•»  Thevenot’s  defcriptjon  of  this  garden  is  as  follows  : 
tt  We  went  a  quarter  of  a  league  farther  to  fee  the  princefs’s 
«  garden,  fo  called,  becaufe  it  belongs  to  the  great  Mogul’s 
“  lifter.  It  is  a  great  plot  of  trees  of  feveral  kinds  j  as 
<c  mangos,  palms,  miraboians,  and  many  others,  planted 
“  in  a  ftraight  line.  Among  the  flirubs  I  faw  the  querze- 
a  hers,  or  aacla,  and  alfo  the  acacia  of  Egypt..  -  There  are 
“  in  it  a  great  many  ftraight  walks,  and  efpecially .  the 
“.four  which  make  a  crofs  over  the  garderj,  and  have  in 
“  the  middle  a  fmall  canal  of  water,  that  is  drawn  by  oxen 
“  out  of  a  well.  In  the  middle  of  the  garden  there  is  a 
“  building  with  four  fronts,  each  whereof  hath  its  divan, 
“  with  a  clofet  at  each  corner ;  and  before  every  one  of 
“  thefe  divans  there  is  a  fquare  bafon  full  of  water,  whence 
«  flow  the  little  brooks  which  run  through  the  chief  walks, 
“  After  all,  though  the  garden  be  well  contrived-  it  is  no- 
«  thing  to  the  gallantry  of  ours.  There  is  nothing  to  be 
h.h'3  “  f«n 
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Beiides  thefe,  there  are  feveral  other  gSr. 
ilens,  belonging  as  well  to  natives  as  to  Eu¬ 
ropeans.  The  iecond  of  the  Dutch  factory, 
SiiUisKKNS,  occupies  a  plealant  garden,  laid 
out  by  one  Price,  formerly  chief  of  the 
Euglifh  here.  The  purveyor,  Monte,  and 
the  junior  merchant,  Zimmerman,  together 
with  feveral  Englifli,  equally  occupy  gar¬ 
dens,  which,  are  all  iituated  within  the 
fuburb-walls.  - 

,  After  the  year  1775,  which  was  the  time 
r  "I  was  at  Surat,  the  nabob  laid  out  a  new 
garden,  which  is  known  by  the  Appellation 
of  the  julmi-bach ,  or  the  garden  of  injuftice, 

'  becaufe,  by  an  abufe  of  his  authority,  he  had 
a  number,  of  houfes,  belonging  to  poor  peo¬ 
ple,  pulled  down,  in  order  to  procure  room 
for  making  his  garden,  without  giving  any 
fatisfa&ory  indemnification  to  the  indigent 
inhabitants. 

It  covers  about  feveni  or  eight  acres  of 
ground  ;  it  is  very  well  planned  and  laid 
out,  with  a  laloon,  before  which  there  is  a 


41  feen  of  our  Harbours,  borders  of  flowers,  nor  of  the  ex- 
4<  uftnefs  of  their  copartments,  and  for  k-fs  of  their  watep 
{*  jsvorks.”  Thevenot ’s  T ravels,  part  III.  chap.  xiv.  T> 

beautifq 
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"ffemtiful  parterre  of  the  moft  fragrant  flow? 
ers,  and  an  aviary,,  in  which  it  is  a  lingular 
light  to  fee,  a  great  number  of  geefe,  ducks, 
and  turkies,  among  a  collection  of  curious 
birds. 

The  burial-places  of  the  Dutch,  and  of 
the  Portuguefe,  are  likewife  fituated  in  the 
fuburbs.  The  former  merit  the  attention 
of  the  traveller,  as  there,  is  fcarcely  any 
grave  that  has  n#,  a  tomb  with  lofty  fpires 
.'upon,  it;  the  meanelt  have  a  graveftone 
with  a  fculptured  epitaph.  That  of  Mr- 
van  Reeede,  commiffary-geueral  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company  over  the  weftern  fac¬ 
tories,  excels  all  the  others  in  largenefs  of 
dimenfion,  elegance  of  architecture,  mag¬ 
nificence  of  ornament,  and  richnefs  of  ma¬ 
terial,  and  is  kept  in  repair  at  the  expence 
of  the  Company  j  for  which  purp'ofe,  •  not 
long  ago,  about  fix  thoufand  rupees,  or  nine 
thoufand  Dutch  gilders,  were  charged  in 
account  to  the  Company  *. 

■  The  tqmb  of  a  lhip’$  butler,  who  when 

*  When  Thevendt  was  at  Surat,  this  monument  was 
then  building ;  Ovington  mentions  it,  and  calls  it  a  noble 
pile.  T. 

h  h  4-  '  aliv? 
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alive  was  a  true  votary  of  Bacchus,  alfci 
proved  faithful  to  the  worfhip  of  the  jovial 
god  even  in  death,  by  exprefsly  defiring 
that  three  large  punchbowls  of  firone  fliould 
be  placed  upon  the  comers,  and  one  at  the 
top  of  the  fpire,  of  his  tomb,  is  much  de¬ 
cayed,  and  only  one  of  the  punchbowls  now 
remains  entire  *. 

Thefe  burial-places  are  furrounded  by  a 
high  wall,  and  cover;-  .compute,  about 
one  hundred  roods  of  ground, 
r ,  The  burying-place  of  the  Englifh  is  with¬ 
out  the  fuburb- walls,  on  the  right  ffde  of  the 
road  to  Briauw, 

■Whatever  pains  I  took  to  find  the  large 
tank,  and  banian-tree,  of  which  Theve-* 
not  and  Valentyn  make  mention,  I  could 
not  difeover  them ;  they  have,  perhaps,  both 
been  deftroyed  fince  that  time.  I  was,  how- 
ever,  affured,  that  at  Secu.lture>  a  place  not 
far  from  Baroqhe,  fuch  a  tree  edified,  as  that 

*  Thevenqt  and  Ovington  both  likewife  notice  this 
Angular  monument,  and  add,  that  the  furviving  friends  of 
the  deceafed  ufed  to  make. merry  at  the  tomb,  preparing 
.  their  beverage  in  the  ftone  bowls,  and  “  remembering  him 
“  there  fometimes  fo  much,  that  they  quite  forgot  them- 
t‘  fplves.”  T, 


of 
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"of  which  thofe  writers  take  fuch  particular  . 
notice. 

Although  thp  city  of  Surat  is  built  upon 
the  banks  of  a  river,  the  inhabitants  would 
be  in  want  of  water,  as  that  of  the  river 
before  the  town  is  almoft  always  brackifh, 
if  provifion  were  not  made  again#  this  in- 
conveniency,  by  a  number  of  wells,  lined 
with  brick,  which  are  very  deep,  and  whence 
the  water  is  b^pugbt.  by  oxen  in  leathern 
bags. 

The  principal  edifice  .  belonging  the  city 
is  the  daftle,  which  was  eredted  by  the 
Moguls,  on  the  conqueft  of  Guzurat .  Its 
jhape  is  an  irregular  fquare  ;  the  fhorteft 
fide  of  it,  and  one  of  the  oblique  tides 
facing  the  weft  and  north  weft,  are  wathed 
by  the  river.  At  each  angle  it  has  a  large 
round  tower,  which  ferves  for  a  baftion; 
the  walls,  or  curtains,  that  connect  theft; 
together,  are  about- half  as  thick,  and  nearly 
as  high,  - as  the  towers,  which  I  reckoned 
to  be- full  forty  feet  from  the  ground  to  the 
battlements.  On  the  narroweft  fide  there 
is  a  circular  place  of  arms  made  between, 
and  of  the  fame  height  as  the  towers.  A 
ravelin  was  added  to  the  oblique  flank,  next 

to 
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to  the  river,  by  the  Engliih,  alter  they  gcrf” 
polfelHon  of  the  cattle,  which  covers  that 
fde. 

As  far  as  can  be  iecn  from  without  (for 
into  the- cattle,  none  who  do  not  belong  to 
the  Engliih  arc  admitted),  it  appears  to  bp 
pretty  ftrong,  built  of  hewn  ttonc,  and  to 
be  well  provided  with  artillery.  On  the 
landfide  it  is  furrounded  by  a  ditch.  It 
has  but  one  gate,  which  Js  on  the  fonth 
fide,  oppofite  to  the  Meidan.  "  Yet  it  could 
apt  be  long  defended  againft  a  bombard¬ 
ment,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of 
buildings,  which  occupy  the  ipace  within 
its  walls,  none  of  which,  as  I  was  allured 
by  thole  who  had  been  within  it,  by  con¬ 
nivance  of  the  Engliih,  are  bomb-proof,  and 
the  garrifou  would,  therefore,  be  without 
Ihelter  againtt  the  dettrudtive  effedls  of  fuch 
an  attack, 

The  Moorilh  colours  are  hoitted  on  the 
foutheafternmoft  tower,  and  thofe  of  the 
Engliih  upon  the  fouthwefternmott. 

The  court,  or  palace,  where  the  nabob 
refides,  is  called  the  Durbar  ;  it  lies  to  the 
fouthweft,  about  two  hundred  paces  from 
the  cattle.  Within  it,  it  is  faid,' there  is 
little 


-  .CSSfe.-;-. 

t  +75  ] 

"little  worthy  notice.  The  gate  which 
forms  the  entrance  to  it,  is  kept  by  a  guard 
of  HabJiSi  or  Arabians,  and  is  mounted 
with  two  old  pieces  of  cannon,  but  it  more 
refembles  a  ruinous  hovel,  than  the-entrance 
"to  the  refidence  of  a  prince, 

The  mint,  where  the  lilver  which  is 
imported  is  coined  into  rupees,  by  having 
.  the  impreffion  of  the  emperor’s  name,  and 
the  year'  of  hjsj-eion,  (lamped  upon  them, 
is  a  large  pile,  fur  rounded  by  a  high  wall. 
Along  the  wall  are  fheds,  under  which  the 
workman  fit  :  on  the  right  hand  is  an  ele¬ 
vated  apartment  for.  the  overfeers  and  in-?, 
(pedtors,  when  any  work  is  doing.  Oppo- 
(ite  to  it,  a  fquare  place  is  walled  off,  where  ’ 
the  diver  and  copper  are  melted,  and  caft  in 
moulds,  into  bars,  or  ingots.  The  metal 
is  weighed  to  the  workmen,  who  cut  it  into 
pieces  of  the  exadt  weight  which  the  coin  to 
be  (truck  requires,  every  one  having  a  pair 
of  (cales  at  hand  for  that  purpofe,  in  which 
every  piece  is  (eparately  weighed  :  thefe 
workmen  beat  it  round  and  flat,  though  ope 
piece  fometimes  falls  thicker  than  another, 
to  which  exadt  attention  is  not  paid.  It 
then  goes  to  the  coiners,  who  were  then 
about 
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about  thirty  in  number,  each  of  whom  has 
an  alMant,  wiio  puts  the  prepared  pieces 
of  copper,  or  iilver,  upon  the  lower  die, 
while  the  6ther  places  the  upper  one,  which 
he  holcls-in  his  left  hand,  upon  them,  and 
ftamps  the  impreflion  upon  them  with  sr 
forcible  blow  of  a  hammer. 

The  lodges,  or  fadtorics,  of  foreign  na¬ 
tions,  namely,  of  the  Portuguele,  French, 
Englifh,  and  Dutch,  likewifc  Hand  in  the 
inner  town,  though  each  have" -what  they 
call  a  wharf  in  the  fuburb,  called  jengbi 
‘bander.  The  fadlory  of  our  Company  is  an 
old  building,  fituated  nearly  in  the  center 
of  the  town  j  there  is  nothing  worthy  of 
obfervation  about  it,  and  it  is  in  an  ex¬ 
tremely  ruinous  condition  :  it  is  at  prefent 
only  made  ufc  of  for  bq-zarring  the  piece- 
goods,  that  is,  for  examining  them  when 
they  come  from  /  the  manufacturers,  and 
comparing  them  with  the  patterns.  ,Thc 
Company  ftill  pay  a  yearly  rent  for  the  ufe 
of  this  building,  to  one  of  the  natives,  to 
whom  it  came  by  inheritance;  b elides  which, 
it  muft  be  kept  in  repair  at  the  expence  of 
the  Company. 

Formerly,  when  Surat  was  in  a  more 
flourifliing 
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"flourishing  condition,  there  were  Several  ca- 
ravanferas  here,  which  were  all  very  well 
maintained,  as  well  from  the  donations  of 
pious  MufTulmen,  as  from  certain  revenues 
arifing  from  what  was  paid  by  the -travel¬ 
lers  who  reforted  to  them.  There  are  at  • 
prefent  two,  which  I  law  j  one  by  the  fide 
of  the  Najfary-gate,  which  for  that  reafdn  is- 
called  by  us  the  double-gate,  becaufe  the 
Square  area  pf  thg^caravanfera  has  on  the 
two  oppofit^yMes  a  large  gateway,  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  jroad  of  Naffary ;  and  one  not  far* 
from  the  mint  :  they  are  both  Square  build¬ 
ings,  with  colonades  on  the  fides,  and  pro¬ 
vided  with  little  Square  rooms,  in  which 
the  travellers  pafs  'the  night,  while  their 
baggage  and  cattle  remain  in  the  area  of 
the  caravanfera. 

JThe  mofques,  which  are  here  called 
majffeds,  the  interior  of  which  may  be  Seen 
by  any  one  who  will  pull  off  his  Ihoes,  pof- 
fefs  nothing  worthy  of "jparticular  regard. 
On  entering  the  gate,  you  come  into  an 
open  court,  which  occupies  about  one-half 
of  the  depth  of  the  building  ;  the  other  half 
is  covered  :  no  ornaments,  or  furniture,  are 
feen,  except  the  pulpit,  and  a  Small  cloSet, 
£xed  in  the  wall,  in  which  the  Koran  is 
kept. 
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kept.  A  few  chapters  of  this  book  arc 
fometimes  read  on  Fridays ;  but  the  chief 
lervice  of  their  devotion  confifts  in  mutter¬ 
ing  their  prayers,  at  certain  times,  in  this 
place.  ' 

There  are  many  bazars,  or  market-places, 
here  ;  for  example,  the  bazar  for  cottons, 
for  exchange,  for  greens,  for  wood,  and 
leveral  others,  which  overflow  with  people, 
towards  the  cvening^-eipecially  the  fir  fir- 
named,  which  is  likewife  the  place  where 
•the  Banian  and"  other  Aiiatic  merchants 
meet,  as  thqfe  of  Europe  do  upon' their  ex¬ 
changes.  A  great  number  of  retail-lhops 
are  equally  found  here. 

The  Meidan  m  is  a  large  open  plain,  fouth 
of  the  caflle,  where  both  our  Company  and 
the  Englilh  have  large  tents,  or  awnings, 
furrounded  by  palings  of  bamboos.  The 
bales  of  piecegoods  arc  kept  in  them  till 
they  arc  ebiapped  and  {hipped  off. 

Not  far  from  here,  a  latty,  or  warehoufe, 
has  been  run  up  of  wood,  and  doled  with 
matts- of  palm-leaves,  in  which  private 
goods  were  formerly  houfed. 

*  The  Englifli  call  it  the  Caftlegreen,  on  accovint  of  its 
vicinity  to  the  caftLe, 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Inhabitants  of  Surat. — Banians.  — .  Brahmins. — - 
Faquirs. —  Moors. —  Their  particular  Religion.- — 
Their  Goar  alter.  —  Gentoos.  —  Pagodas.  —  Be¬ 
lief  in  Tranf migration. —Their  Solicitude  net  to  kill 
any  living  Creature.— Their  JuperJHtious  Opinions 
in  this  ■  Refpe^j^tcmbs  of  their  Saints. 

'  e 

TPhE  city  of  Surat  contains,  it  is  faid,  full 
five  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  which 
does  not  appear  entirely  improbable  to  me, 
as  its  populoufnefs  is  very  confiderable.  Mr. 
Schreuder  divides'  them  into  four  dalles, 
namely.  Moors,  Banians,  Gentoos,  and  Per- 
fiatis ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  they  ought  only 
to  be  divided  into  three  forts,  for  the  Banians 
and  Gentoos  are  the  lame  people,  derived 
from  the  fame  origin,  and  profeffing  the 
fame  religion  j  the  Banians  are  in  much 
greater  numbers  than  the  Gentoos,  but  they 
differ  from  each  other  in  no  other  refped 
than  ,as  being  of  different  caftes, .  while  the 
cade  of  the  Banians,  according  to  Mr. 

SCHRJEI7BER, 
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Schreuder,  is  again  fubdivided  into  ninety-  ' 
two  forts. 

By  the  beft  information  which  I  could  ob¬ 
tain,  from  feveral  tolerably  learned  Banians, 
the  general  divilion  of  the  people  is  into  four 
clafles,  brahmins,  warriors,  agriculturcrs,  and 
mechanics,  who  are  all  again  fubdivided  into 
a  great  number  of  cafes ;  all  which  are  held  in 
honour,  in  proportion  as  they  refrain  from 
the  ufe  of  forbidden  things,  flefh  meat,  or 
any  thing  that  has  received!'  life,  from  the 
^drinking  of  frong,  or  inebriating  liquors, 
from  the  commiffion  of  adultery,  from  lying, 
&c.  On  this  account,  the  clafs  of  agricul- 
turers,  who  are  the  leaf:  infedted  with  thefe 
vices,  are  the  moft  ef  eemed,  and  much 
above  the  mechanics,  who  do  'not  lb  much, 
oblerve  the  dictates  of  morality. 

Although  the  brahmins  form  a  head-cafte, 
fbme  are,  however,  found  among  them,  who 
are  equally  incorporated  into  other  caftes, 
for  inf  ance,  in  that  of  the  Banians,  the  pre- 
fent  broker  of  the  company,  Goven  Ram, 
being  one  of  them ;  he  always  wore  a  firing 
of  yellow  amber  beads  in  his  hand,  in  the 
fume  manner  as  the  illiterate  Roman  catho¬ 
lics  have  their  paternoflers,  for  counting  of 
their  prayers. 


Faquirs, 
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.  Faquirs  are  met  with  in  all  the  caftes,  and 
likewile  among  the  Moors,  the  Marattas, 
and  the  Malabars ;  and  they  have  the  fame 
religion  as  the  Geptoos. 

The  Europeans  are  too  few  in  number 
h6re,  to  be  confidered  as  a  fourth  clafs  of  in¬ 
habitants. 

The  Moors,  or  Monguls,  among  which  may 
be  reckoned  the  Arabians,  the  Turks,  and  the 
modern  PerfianSj.  who  have  fettled  here  for 
the  lake  of /fade,  becaufe  they  profefs  the 
fame  religion,  are  the  proprietors  of  the  foil;  * 
by  right  of  conqueft,  by  which  they  brought 
nearly  the  half  of  the  peninfula*  within  the 
Ganges  under  fubjedlion  to  them,  and  would 
probably  have  extended  their  dominion  ftil] 
farther,  had  the  fucceffors  of  Aurengzebe 
inherited  his  abilities  'and  bravery,  together 
with  his  empire. 

They  are  called  Moors  in  common  with 
feveral  nations  who  adhere  to  the  do&rines 
of  Mahomet.  The  inhabitants  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Granada,' m  Spain,  were,  for  that 
reafon,  diftinguilhed  by  the  fame  name,  by 
the  chriftians  of  Gajlile  and  Arragon  ;  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  Penin- 
fula  of  Hitoe  at  Amboyna ,  are  diftinguiflied 
vol.  ii.  J  i  from 
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from  the  Leytimorefe  chriftians,  though  no 
difference  of  colour  has  given  occafion  thereto. 

Thefe  people,  as  well  as  the  modern  Per- 
fians,  are  of  the  left  of  the  C Aim's,  who  do 
not  coiifider  Abukeker,  Omar,  and  Osmyn, 
as  the  lawful  fucccflbrs  of  Mahomet,  but  as 
uflirpers,  efteeming  Al.t,  the  lon-in-law  of 
Mahomet,  as  the  perfon  who  ought  tp  have 
immediately  fucceeded  to  the  place  of  the 
prophet;  whereas  the  Turks,  who  are  called 
Sunnites,  believe  the  contrary,  a  This  differ- 
•ence  of  belief  is  the  caufe  of  an  frreconcile- 
able  hatred  between  thefe  people,  which  is 
encouraged  and  cherifhed  by  the  princes  on 
both  fides. 

Although  thefe  Monguls,  or  Moors,  arepro- 
feffors  of  the  Mahomedan  faith,  and  obferve 
the  folemnities  and  ceremonies  it  preferibes, 
they  are  ueverthdefs  much  infected  with  the 
fuperftition  of  the  heathens  whole  country 
they  have  fubdued,  of  which  their  falammas , 
or  falutations  to  the  moon,  is  a  prominent 
inflance. 

Here,  -as  well  as  in  Bengal,  the  Moors 
are,  in  general,  both  very  indolent  and  very 
proud  ;  hence  moil  of  them  either  enlift  as 
foldiers,  or  become  mendicants :  few  of  them 

.are 
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are  to  be  met  with  who  underhand  any  me¬ 
chanical  art,  and  ftill  fewer  who  carry  on 
any  trade  :  if,  however,  any  of  them  do  en¬ 
gage  in  commercial  purfuits,  they  launch 
deep  into  bufinefs,  and  adventure  largely 
-upon  the  feas. 

A  few  of  them  who  engage  as  failors,  of 
whom  the  company  have  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  in  their  fervice,  which  is  even  calculated 
at  eighteen  or  nineteen  hundred,  frequently 
become  veffgood.  feamen,  although  they  fel- 
dom  lofe' their  natural  indolent  difpofition* , 
Of  their  ftature,  drefs,  and  manners,  and 
likewife  of  their  women,  &c.  I  have  made 
ample  mention  in  my  ohfervations  upon 
B  engal  *.  ,  '  '  > 

The  religious  ceremonies  of  the  Gentoos, 
are  not  fo  deferving  of  obfervation  as  in  Ben¬ 
gal.  The  great  feftivals  which  are  obferved 
at  the  Ganges,  do  not  appear  to  take  place, 
at  leaft  they  are  not  accompanied  with  fo 
much  pomp  and  circumftance  as  there,  when 
they  are  obferved. 

Once  in  their  lives,  they  vifit  the  pagoda 
of  Jagernate ,  on  the  coaft  of  Orixa,  where 

*  See  book  III.  chap,  2.  Of  Mr.  Stavoeinus’s  Voyage 
to  the  Caj>&  of  Good  Hope,  Batavia,  Bantam,  and  Bengal. 

Dutch  Editor. 

i  i  2  no 
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no  diftin&ion  of  cartes  is  made,  and  they  all, 
like  a  nation  defccnded  from  one  common 
rtock,  eat,  drink,  and  make  merry  together.  ... 
At  that  time  too,  the  cafte  of  the  warriors, 
and  fomo  others,  are  allowed  to  eat  fldh  and 

fife.  • 

The  burning  or  burying  alive  of  widows 
with  their  deceafed  hulbands,  is  rare  here. 
Above  Banco.  Parra ,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tap,  a  fort  of  tomb  is  ihewn,  where  a  wo¬ 
man  was  burnt  with  her  huiband,  which  is 
a*  proof  of  the  rarity  of  the  occurrence. 

The  difference  they  make  between  what 
they  efteem  fortunate  and  unfortunate  clays, 
which  are  announced  and  regulated  by  their 
priclts,  is  more  obferveable  here  than  in 
Bengal,  on  account  of  the  number  of  Banian 
merchants,  with  whom  one  has  always  fome 
.  dealings. 

Their  priefts  didjiot  appear  to  me  to  have 
fo  much  refpedt  paid  to  them  as  in  Bengal  •, 
perhaps  on  account  of  their  great  number ; 
for  they  are  made  ufe  of  for  cooleys,  or  la¬ 
bourers,  to  carry  goods  in  and  out  of  the 
warehoufes,  for  which  they  have  even  an 
exclufive  privilege.  Another  fort,  called 
bhcoys,  are  alone  entitled  tp  load  and  unload 
them, 
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The  pagodas  are  neither  fe  large  nor  fe 
handfome  here,  as  in  Bengal ,  and  their  idols 
are  of  lefs  confideration  than  there. 

Their  belief  in  the  metempiychofis,  which, 
jt  is  laid,  is  univerfal  among  the  Hindoos 
(though  I  could  never  reconcile  this  with  the 
expe&ation  which  their  priefts  endeavour  to 
imprefs  upon  thofe  women  who  fuffer  them- 
felves  to  be  burnt  or  buried  alive  with  their 
hufeands,  namsly,  that,  united  to  the  deceafed 
inanother-iife,  they  will  enjoy  eternal  pleafures 
with  him),  makes  them  very  felicitous  about 
the  life  of  every  animal,  as  well  of  fech  as 
are  hurtful,  as  of  fuch  as  are  ufeful  or  h.arm- 
lefs.  They  will  not  premeditately  kill  any 
animal  of  any  kind,  nor  eat  of  its  flefih. 
Thofe  among  them,  who  feek  to  attain  the 
higheft  degree  of  fandlity,  and  endeavour  to 
make  themfelves  agreeable  to  the  divinity  by 
their  good  deeds,  put  every  means  in  prac¬ 
tice  to  avoid  being  guilty  of  the  murder  even 
of- the  meaneft  infeft. 

I  faw  feveral  of  them  here,  who  wore  a 
piece  of  thin  linen,  or  gauze,  before  the 
mouth,  in  order  not  to  deprive  any  creature  of 
life,  by  their  breath.  -  Others  have  befides  a 
brufti  or  broom,  with  which  they  fweep'away 
i  i  3  the 


t  486  ]  ‘ 

the  dull  from,  the  ground  upon  which  they 
tread,  that  they  may  not  crulh  any  living 
thing  to  death  with  their  feet.  Others  again 
fearch  for  the  places  where  ants  relbrt,  and 
ftrew  flour  about  them,  in  order  to  furnilh, 
thole  infcds  with  food.  If  they  have  the 
misfortune  of  accidently  killing  any  in  led:  or 
other  animal,  they  impofe  a  heavy  penance 
upon  themfelves,  which  is  always  accom¬ 
panied  by  many  walkings  and  purifications. 

How  ridiculous  foever  the  iupefflition  of 
theTe  blind  heathens  may  now  appear  to  us 
Europeans,  we  have  only  to  recur  to  out- 
own  portion  of  the  globe,  and  to  the  middle 
ages,  and  we  lhall  find  an  iuftanec  of  a  very 
renowned  faint,  who  performed  a  penance 
.of  fix  months,  becaufe  he  had  killed  a  kuat 
.or  flea  that  had  flung  him  *. 

When  thefe  Indian  faints,  whom  Theve- 
not  calls  ‘vartias,  and  the  Dutch,  for  what 
reafon  I  know  not,  potjc  pjfers,  die,  their 
bodies  are  not  burnt,  like  thole  of  the  other 
Gentoos,  but  buried.  Their  burying-place, 
which  I  mentioned  before,  lies  out  of  the 
Qatergam  -  gate  ;  they  are  not,  as  was  in 

*  Pbilofopbie  dv  hn  Sm,  chap,  dt  V Incertitude  dt  I'BJioire , 

4$.  8. 
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general  afferted,'  placed  in  their  graves  with  . 
the  feet  upwards,  but  in  a  pofture  as  if  they 
fat  upon  their  heels.  Over  each  grave  is  a 
fquare  tomb,  about  four  feet  high,  arid  three 
feet  broad,  open  all  round,  except  the  cor¬ 
ners,  upon  which  a  little  dome  refts,  which 
is  built  upon  the  tomb  ;  under  it,  exaftly  in 
the  middle,  is  a  fquare  (tone,  perfe£tly  white, 
in  which  the  reprefentation  of  two  footfteps, 
next  to  each  other,  is  carved,  with  an  infcrip- 
tion  round  them.  Their  fellow-believers 
fhew  great  veneration  for  thefe  tombs,  aqd 
ftrew  them  daily  with  frefh  flowers. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

*  Account  of  an  Hofpital  for  Jick,  lame,  or  maimed  Ani¬ 
mals- — Supported  by  the  Contributions  of  the  Banians 
and  Gentoos. — Its  Revenues.  —  Supplies  of  Hay, 
Corn,  &c. —  Grain  in  which  there  arc  any  Worms 
or  Wevils  depofited  here. — Lice,  and  other  Vermin, 
kept  and  fed  here. — Apes  and  Monkeys.  —  A  land 
Tortoife,  of  a  remarkable  Weight  and.  Age. — The 
r  rPerfees  of  Surat. — Their  Origin. — Their  Character. 
—Their  Numbers.  —  Their  Appearance.  — -  Their 
IV nnen. — Cufioms. — Ceremonies  of  Marriage. — At 
the  Birth  of  a  Child. — Reception  of  the  Boys,  as 
Members  of  their  Religion. 

The  Banians,  or  Gentoos,  whofe  daily 
occupations  do  not  permit  them  to  tread  in 
the  footfteps  of  thefe  meritorious  faints,  fulfil 
the  duties  impofed  upon  them  in  another 
manner,  by  providing  for  the  welfare  of  ani¬ 
mals.  ,  . 

For  this  purpofe,  they  have  entered  into 
engagements,  more  than  a  century  ago,  to 
devote  a  certain  part  of  their  gains  in  trade, 
annually,  to  a  fort  of  hofpital  for  animals, 
which  was  then  erefted  by  'them,  out  of  the 
’  city. 
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city,  but  which  now,  by  the  walling  round 
of  the  luburbs,  has  been  taken  into  the  town, 
and  {lands  in  the  ward  called  Sagurampoura, 
near  the  Madjara-gzte. 

The  hofpital  itfelf  is  called  Panjerofor , 
which  denotes  as  much  as  a  fociety ,  as  both 
Banians  and  Gentoos  contribute  their  {hares 
towards  the  fiipport  of  this  inftitution. 

The  former,  however,  contribute  the 
Jargeft  portion,  as  their  profits  are  greater 
than  thole  of  the  former  ;  the  rate  by  which 
they  pay  is,  one  ana,  or  one  fixteenth  of-h 
rupee,  out  of  every  hundred  rupees,  clear 
gain.  •  . 

In  the  fame  manner,  the  pecuniary  muldts, 
to  which  they  are  condemned  by  their  Brah¬ 
mins,  for  the  fpeaking  of  untruths,  or  other 
venial  offences,  are  appropriated  to  the  fup- 
port  of  this  hofpital. 

The  chief  direction  over  it  is  confided  to 
the  chief  of  the  Banians,  who  receives  the 
revenues  of  the  inftitution,  and  pays  the 
daily  expences  of  it  out  of  them. 

Although  by  the  decay  of  the  trade  of 
Surat ,  this  inftitution  has  iuftered  in  common 
with  it,  thefe  revenues  yet  amount  yearly  to 
full  fix  thoufand  rupees,  or  nine  thoufand 
.  Dutch  gilders. 
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From  this  forty  fervants  £tre  kept,  who 
take  care  of  and  feed  the  animals  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  charge.  Every  year,  five 
hundred  thoufaud  truffes  of  hay,  and  every 
day,  fixty  fear  of  corn,  and  fifty  Jeer  of  milk, 
are  required  for  keeping  the  fick  cattle  ;  be- 
fides  which,  the  cows  and  oxen  are  lent  to 
pafturc  out  of  the  city,  unlels  they  are  lamed, 
or  unable  by  extreme  age,  to  crop  their  food 
thcmlelves. 

The  hofpital  confifls  of  a  large  plain, 
nearly  fquare,  of  about  twenty-five  acres  in 
extent,  iumnmdcd  by  a  high  wall,  having 
Iheds  in  fcveral  parts  of  it,  under  which  the 
cattle  fleep.  On  the  left  hand  of  the  en¬ 
hance,  which  is  through  a  great  gate,  there 
is  a  {tone  building,  in  which  there  is  a  floor, 
twelve  or  fourteen  feet  from  the  ground, 
whither  the  Banians  and  Gentoos  carry  their 
fpoiled  grain,  in  which  there  are  any  worms 
or  wevils ;  when  it  has  lain  Ionic  time  there, 
it  is  call:  through  large  fquare  holes  in  the 
floor,  into  the  lower  part  of  the  building, 
where  it  is  kept  as  in  a  warehoufe,  till  the 
corn,  with  the  animals  in  it,  are  entirely 
turned  to  dull,  when  it  is  carried  out  of  the 
town,  and  fire  wed  upon  the  garden-grounds. 

Lice? 
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Lice,  and  other  vermin,  are  likewi fe  kept 
and  fed  in  this  place,  but  I  did  not  fee  any  of 
them  •• 

The  birds  that  are  fide  or  maimed,  arc 
kept  in  cages ;  but  the  greatefc  part  ‘of  the 
quadrupeds  were  unconfined. 

Among  all  the  animals  that  are  maintain¬ 
ed  here,  I  did  not,  however,  fee  any  that 
may  be  daffed  as  carnivorous ;  but  there 
were  a  number  of  apes  and  monkeys  of  all 
forts,  who  were  all  either  lick,  lame,  or 
maimed. 

Amongft  others,  I  faw  likewife  a  land 
tortoife,  which,  as  I  gueffed,  weighed  at  leal| 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  This  animal, 
as  the  Banians  allured  me,  had  already  been 
kept  there,  for  the  fpace  of  feventy  years, 
and  it  could  now  lcarcely  move,  from  ex¬ 
treme  old  age.  Under  its  paws,  on  each 

*  In  deferibing  this  hofpital,  Ovington  adds  the  following 
eurious  circumftance,  that  “  to  maintain  the  vermin  with  that 
“  choice  diet  to  which  they  are  ufed,  and  to  feed  them  with 
“  their  proper  fare,  a  poor  man  is  hired  now  and  then  to  lie 
“  all  night  upon  the  cot  or  bed  where  the  vermin  are  put; 
“  and  he  is  faltered  upon  it,  left  their  ftinging  force  him 
«  to  take  his  flight  before  morning;  and  fo  they  nourifli 
"  themfelves  by  fucking  his  blood,  and  feeding  on  his  car- 
“  cafs,”  T. 

fide, 
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fide,  there  were  four  nails  flicking  out, 
which  were  white,  and  refembled  fingers 
that  'had  been  cut  off.  The  animal  was  cn~  • 
tirely  blind,  and  was  fed  with  nothing  but 
milk.  'It  was,  however,  dead  when  I  was 
at  Surat,  for  the  fecond  time,  in  the  year 
1 777* 

Faquirs  are  likewife  met  with  here,  who 
come  down  from,  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country  to  this  populous  city,  in  order  to 
perform  their  fingular  penances,  before  nu- 
Ynerous  ipedlators,  who  croud  the  flreets  of 
it.  'In  my  obfervations  upon  Bengal ,  I  have 
made  ample  mention  of  them,  and  fhall, 
therefore,  only  add,  that  their  manner  of 
life  and  corporal  fuller ings  are  the  fame  here, 
as  in  Bengal 

The  third  people,  or  nation,  who  help  to 
form  the  body  of  inhabitants  at  Surat,  are 
the  Perfians,  or  Perfees. 

Thefc  defeendants  of  the  ancient  Perfians, 
thofe  well-known  enemies  of  Greece,  and 
benefadlors  of  the  Jewifh  people,  known  for 
many  ages  by  the  name  of  Guebres,  or 
Gaives,  and  likewife  by  the  appellation  of 

*  Sec  the  third  book,  in  the  fecond  volume,  of  Mr,  Sta- 
vorinus’s  beforementioned  voyage.  Dutch  Editor. 

Atech 


E  493  3 

Atech  Perejir  or  worshippers  of  fire,  aban¬ 
doned  their  country  upon  the  conqueft  of  it 
by  the  caliph  Omar,  and  the  capture  by 
him  of  their  laft  king  Hormisdas. 

As  the  conqueror  forced  all.  his  new  fub- 
jefits  to  embrace  the  mahomedan  creed,  and 
perfecuted  with  fire  and  fword  thofe  who  re~ 
fufed  to  abandon  the  religion  of  their  fore¬ 
fathers,  fome  of  them  fled  to 'the  mod  diftant 
parts  of  the  prpvince  of  Carmenia,  in  which, 
though  belonging  to  Perfia,  it  feems  that 
the  mahomedan  fovereigns  of  the  country, 
have  fuffered  them  to  remain  undiflrurbed, 
with  refpedt  to  their  religion.  Thevenot, 
who  was  in  Perfia ,  in  the  year  1665,  writes, 
that  they  dwelt  there,  and  likewife  in  other 
parts  of  Perjia,  and  exercifed  their  religion 
unmolefted. 

A  great  portion,  however,  abandoned 
their  country,  in  the  year  636*,  and  fled  for 
refuge  to  Hindoftan,  reforting  more  par¬ 
ticularly  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Sarat> 
where  they  obtained  permiffion  to  fettle  from 
the  Hindoos,  and  to  exercife  ■  their  religion 

*  This  was  the  date  when  the  lieutenants  of  Omak.  fub- 
dued  Perjia \  in  the  Dutch  original  it  is  printed  by  miftake 

T.  , 
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without  rcftraint ;  upon  the  condition,  how¬ 
ever,  that  they  ihould  never  kill  any  ox  or 
cow,  and  which  they  likewife  affirm  they 
have  never  done,  even  until  the  prelent  day. 

Their  number,  in  and  round  Surat,  is  at 
prefent  eftimated  to  amount  to  one  hundred 
thoui'and  fouls,  who  almoft  all  maintain 
themtclves  by  agriculture  and  manufac¬ 
tures*.  .  As  they  much  furpals  the  other 
inhabitants  of  Surat  in  indnilry,  no  iVrlkis 
areleen  among  rise  beggars,  with  which  the 
.pity  fwarms ;  if  they  are  ever  opprdkul  by 
poverty,  their  chieis  take  care  that  they 
need  not  have  reconrie  to  tin;  ddpicablc 
life  of  mendicants.  Many  of  them  are  do- 
meftics  in  the  houfos  of  the  Europeans,  and 
become  occalional  fervants  to  the  ft  rangers 
who  arrive  in  the  city  :  they  receive  live 
rixdollars  per  month  wages,  but  muft  pro¬ 
vide  their  own  victuals. 

They  encrcaie  in  numbers  from  day  to 
day,  and  have  built  and  inhabit  many  entire 
wards  in  the  fuburbs.  The  greatclt  number 

*  Valkntyn  fays  that  the  Perfees  of  Sural  are  the  polkrity 
of  about  18,000  of  their  countrymen,  who,  Hying  from  Omak, 
came  by  fea  from  Cape  JaJk,  in  the  Gnlph  of  Perj!a,  Gm~ 
broon ,  and  Qrmtts,  to  Guzurat.  T. 
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pf  them,  however,  fays  Mr.  Schreudek, 
live  in  the  country,  and  along  the  feacoaft 
from  Baroche  to  Bazciim,  and  farther,  where 
they  havefeveral  large  and  wealthy  villages. 

There  are  feme  among  them,  .although 
few,  who  leave  their  countrymen,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Surat ,  for  feveral  years, 
and  refort  to  Cochim,  the  coalt  of  Coromandel \ 
or  other  places  in  India,  in  order  to  procure 
a  better  livelihood  ;  thefe  leave  their  wives 
and  children  behind  them,  and  marry  other 
wives  at  the  places  where  they  go  to  relief  : 
but  they  are  much  defpifed  by  their  own 
people,  efpecially  when  they  die  in  another 
part  of  the  country,  and  cannot  be  inhu- 
mated  in  the  ufual  burial-places,  for  it  is  an 
article  of  belief  among  them,  that  fuch  per- 
fons  are  eternally  miferable  in  a  future  life ; 
for  this  reafon  their  relations  fpare  no  ex¬ 
pence  in  order  to  have  the  bones  conveyed  to 
their  receptacles,  and  fometimes  are  at  the 
colt  of  twenty  thouland  rupees,  and  more, 
to  effedt  this  purpofe. 

Several  among  them  at  Surat  are  rich, 
and  may  be  counted  among  the  principal 
merchants*. 

They  are  much  fairer  than  either  the 
Moors 
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Moors  or  Gentoos,  and  do  not  differ  much 
in  complexion  from  the  Spaniards :  they 
have,  in  general,  large  eyes,  aquiline  notes, 
and  are  well-proportioned. 

Their,  women,  who  arc  ftill  fairer  than 
the  men,  are,  generally  fpeaking,  tall  and 
graceful ;  they  have  large  piercing  black 
eyes,  full  of  the  moll  faleinating  fire  ;  their 
eyebrows  are  black,  perfectly  arched,  and 
placed  at  a  proper  diltance  from  the  eyes,  to 
add  confiderably  to  the  beauty  of  the  face  ; 
the  forehead  is  high  ;  the  nofe,  like  the 
fame  feature  in  the  men,  has  an  aquiline* 
bend  ;  the  mouth  is  fmall,  and  adorned  with 
the  moll  beautiful  pearly  teeth ;  the  bofom 
is  full,  and  the  breads  moll  fyinmetrically 
rounded ;  their  legs  are  very  handfome. ; 
their  deportment  and  gait  is  airy  and  grace¬ 
ful;  and  their  Moorilh  attire  loofo  and  gay. 

Theie  people,  it  is  laid,  arc  much  ad¬ 
dicted  to  fciifual  pleaiures,  and  nrq  even 
guilty  of  the  unnatural  crimes,  which  were 
not  a  little  prevalent  among  the  ancient  Per- 
lians,  and  are  not  rare  among  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  country  in  which  they  at  prefdut 
refid  e. 

They,  however,  marry  no  more  than  one 
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woman  at  the  fame  time,  and  never  any 
one .  but  of  their  own  nation,  fo  that  they 
have  preferved  their  race,  through  fo  many 
ages,  pure  and  unmixed  with  other  nations, 
to  the  prefen t  day. 

Adultery  and  fornication  they  punifh 
amongft  themfelves,  and  even  by  death ; 
but  they  muff,  however,  give  cognizance  of 
any  capital  punifhment-  to  the  Moorifh  go¬ 
vernment  :  the  execution  is  performed  in 
fe'cret,  either  by  lapidation,  drowning  in  the 
river,  caftigation,  or.  beating  to  death,  and 
Tometimes  by  poifon. 

Purfuers  of  unlawful  pleafures,  fpurred  on 
by  the  defire  of  variety,  and  fuch  as  did  not 
otherwife  make  any  difficulty  of  confeffing 
and  even  triumphing  in  their  amours,,  have 
uniformly  a ffu red  me,  that  they  have  never 
fucceeded  in  having  their  will  of  any  Perfian 
woman,  notwithstanding  they  have  neither 
fpared  affiduity  nor  money.  The  fear  of 
puniffiment  has  fo  much  influence  upon 
thefe  women,  that  they  never  dare  confent, 
well  knowing  that  if  ever  their  indifefetion 
be  difeoyered,  they  cannot  efcape  certain 
death.  They  are  not,  however, -at  all  de¬ 
ficient  in  the  amoroufnefs  of  conftitution, 

vol.  ir.  k  k  which 
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which  is  fo  much  the  charadteriftic  of  all  the 
oriental  women.  They  are  fecn,  every  day* 
in  the  ftreets,  and  frequently  fetch  water  at 
a  diftance  from  their  houfcs.  A  number  of 
Per  fan  women  arc,  however,  always  toge¬ 
ther,  and  a  young  girl  efpecially  is  very 
rarely  fecn  by  herfelf. 

Girls  are  marriageable  before  they  are 
twelve  years  old,  and  their  marriages  are 
contracted  at  a  very  early  age,  and  while 
they  are  mere  infants ;  but  cohabitation  is 
"deferred  till  the  girls  are  about  the  above- 
mentioned  age  of  puberty. 

As  loon  as ‘the  wedding-day  is  fixed  upon, 
the  bridegroom  and  his  father  go  round,  a 
few  days  before,  to  the  houies  of  all  their 
relations  and  friends,  in  order  to  announce 
the  intended  nuptials  to  them  ;  every  one  is 
then  obliged  to  prefent  the  bridegroom  with 
feme  articles  of  houlehold  furniture,  money, 
or  clothes,  to  which  •cuftorn  he,  in  his  turn, 
is  obliged  equally  to  conform,  when  'others 
of  his  friends  marry. 

When  the  marriage-ceremony  is  per¬ 
formed,  the  bride  and  bridegroom  fit  down, 
with  their  legs  eroded  under  them,  upon  a 
lquare  board,  covered  with  cloth,  and  laid 
upon 
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upon  the  ground ;  the  fathers  lit  next  to 
'their  children ;  a  cocoanutfhell  is  given  to 
the  young  couple,  with  fome  thread/  which 
they  wind  round  it,  and  give  it  interchange¬ 
ably  to  each  other  three  times ;  the  priefl 
then  ftrcws  fome  rice,  as  a  fymbol  of  pro- 
liflcnefs,  upon  them  ;  next,  after  uttering  a 
prayer,  he  writes  upon  a  little  billet,  or  note, 
that  the  fatherj  named  fo  and  fo,  has  given 
his  daughter  to  be  the  wife  of  the  bride¬ 
groom,  fuch  . a.  one;  as  foon  as  the  note  is 
rolled  up,  a  firing  of  green  beads  is  put  roun<5* 
the  neck  of  the  bride,  which  fhe  never  puts 
off  till  it  is  entirely  worn  out.  It  is  not 
cuftomary  to  give  any  portion  with  the 
bride. 

As  foon  as  a  child  is  born,  the  father  goes 
to  one  of  their  priefls,  in  order  to  inform 
him’ thereof,  and  he  writes  down  where  and 
when  the  child  was  brought  into  the  world. 
The  priefl  then  forms  three  names  out  of 
the  horofcope  of  the  child,  writes  them  upon 
a  little  board  fire  wed  with  afhes,  and  fends 
it,  with  much  folemnity,  on  the  fixth  day 
afterwards,  to  the  parents,  that  they  dly 
make  choice  of  one  of  the  names. 

When  the  boys  are  feven  years  old,  they 
KK2  ajr.e 
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arc  admitted  as  members  of  their  religion. 
They  then  receive  a  narrow  woollen  bandage, 
woven  by  the  wives  of  the  priefts,  which  is 
wound  three,  times  round  the  body  over  the 
fhirt,  and  which  they  muft  wear  as  long  as 
they  live  ;  whenever  it  is  worn  out,  another 
is  furnifhed  by  the  priefts,  to  whom  a  certain 
fixed  price  muft  be"  paid  for  it. 

Nothing  of  the  kind  takes  place  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  girls,  who  are  only  luppofed  to 
be  incorporated  into  their  religion  upon  be-* 
*kig  married. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Ceremonies  of  Sepulture  among  the  Perfees. — De¬ 
fer  iption  of  their  ‘tombs,  or  Receptacles  for  their 
Dead . — Defolate  and  dreary  AfpeSi  of  the*  Place. 

• — Defcription  of  the  Ouifide  of  one  of  them. — Of 
the  hfidi  of  another.— -Danger  in  too  eager  a  Cu- 
riofity  to  examine  them.- — Singular  Method  of  In¬ 
terment  mentioned  by  Thevenot.—  Superjlitious 
Opinions  of  the  Perfees.  s-* 

When  a  Perfee  dies,  the  body  is  wafhed 
clean,  and  dreffed  in  the  oldeft  clothes  be¬ 
longing  to  the  deceafed.  Then  four  car¬ 
riers  of  the  dead,  who  are  equally  Per¬ 
fees,  but  of  the  very  lowed  clafs,  to  whom 
it  is  not  even  allowed  to  touch  fire,  take 
up  the  body,  and  lay  it  upon  an  iron  bier, 
made  in  the  form  of  a  grate,  upon  which 
they  carry  it  Out  of  the  city,  to  one  of  their 
burying- places,  or,  more  properly,'  recepta¬ 
cles  of  the  dead 

There 

*  OvihgtoNj  who  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  ceremonies 
©bferved  at  the  demolition  of  the  body  of  a  Perfee,  relates 
k  k  3  the 
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There  are  feveral  of  thef'e  receptacles 
near  Surat ,  but  the  principal  of  them  Hands 
about". 

the  following  circumftanr.es  refpefting  them  :  “  After  the 
«  body  is  for  fome  time  dead,  the  H.Lthbsn  (a  fort  of  for- 
«*  did  Indians)  take  and  carry  it  out  upon  an  open  bier,  into 
«  the  open  fields,  near  the  place  where  it  is  to  be  expofed 
“  to  the  fowls  of  heaven.  .When  it  is  there  decently  de- 
M  pofited  upon  the  ground',  a  particular  friend  beats  the 
fields  and  neighbouring  villag.  s,  upon  the  hunt  for  a  dog, 

K  till  he  can  find  one  out ;  and  having  had  the  good  luck 
«  to  meet  him,  he  intices  him  with  a  cake  of  bread,  which 
*$,  he  carries  in  his  hand  for  that  purpofe,  till  he  draws  him 
“  as  near  the  corpfe  as  he  is  aide  ;  for  the  nearer  the  dog  is 
«  brought  to  the  dead  body,  the  nearer  are  its  approaches 
“  to  felicity.  And  if  the  hungry  cur  can  by  bits  of  cake  be 
“  brought  fo  nigh  the,  drc.eafed,  as  to  come  up  to  him,  and 
“  take  a  piece  out  of  his  mouth,  it  is  then  an  unqne'Honable 
“  fign,  that  the  condition  he  died  in  was  very  happy  ;  but 
“  if  the  timorous  dog  {forties  at  the  fight,  or  loaths  the  ob- 
“  jeft,  or  being  lately  well  fed,  has  no  ftomach  to  that  ordi- 
“  nary  morfel,  which' be  mnft  fnatch  out  of  the  dead  man’s 
“  jaws,  the  cafe  then  with  him  is  defperate,  and  his  Ante 
deplorable.  The  poor  man,’ whom  I  faw,  was,  i>y  thefe 
11  prognoftics,  very  miferable;  for  the  fturdy  cur  would  by 
“  no  means  be  inticed  to  any  diftanee  near  him.  When  the 
“  dog  has  finiftied  his 'part  of  the  ceremony,  two  ,wwi 
«  (priefts)  at  a  furlong's  diftanee  from  the  bier,  ihiml  up, 
“  with  joined  hands,  and  loudly  repeat,  for  near  half  an  hour, 
“  a  tedious  foim  of-  prayer  by  heart  ;  but  with  fm  h  a  quick 
“  difpatch,  that  they  fcarce  draw  breath  all  the  while,  as  if 
“  they  had  been  under  fome  invincible  neceffity  of  running 
“  over  the  words  in  foeh.  »  time.  All  the  while  they 


were 
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about  half  a  Dutch  mile  out  of  the  Double, 
or  Nqffary-gztt,  '  The  piece  of  ground  upon 
which  it  is  built,  and  which  is  about  a 

«  were  thus  gabbling,  a  piece  of  wbite^jJape^  fattened  to 
«  each  ear,  o’erthwart  the  face,  hung  down  two  or  three 
inches  below  the  chin  j  and  as  foon  as  they  had  ended 
“  their  petitions,  the  Halalcbars  took  up  the  corpfe,  and  con- 
“  veyed  it  to  the  repofitory,  .which  was  near ;  all  the  company 
‘{  ranking  themfelves  by  two  and  two,  and  following  it  with 
‘e  joined  hands.  The  place  offepulture  is  in  the  open  fields, 
<f  within  a  wall,  built  in  form  of  a  circle,  about  twelve  feet 
t«  high,  and  about  an  hundred  in  the  circumference ;  in  the 
middle  of  which  was  a  dopr  of  ft  one,  about  fix;  feet  from 
f*  the  ground,  which  was  opened  to  admit  thd  corpfe.  Tlie 
ff  ground  within  the  walls  is  raffed-  above  four  feet,  and 
“  made  Shelving  towards  the  center,  that  the  filth  and  moif- 
tt  ture  which  are  drained  continually  from  the  carcafies,  may 
«  by  an  eafy  pottage  defcend  into  a  fink  made  in  the  mid* 
die  to  receive  them.  The  corpfe,  therefore,  was  left  here, 
“  and  all  the  company  departing  thence,  betook  themfelves 
}‘  to  a  rivulet  that  run  near  the  place,  for  ablution,  to  cleanfe 
“  themfelves  from  what  defilements  they  might  have  con- 
‘i  .trailed  on  this  melancholy  occafion  ;  and  retired  after- 
“  wards  to  their  proper  habitations  in  the  city,  from  whence 
‘f  this  place  is  diftant  about  a  mile ;  but  within  the  fpaee 
a  of  a  day  or  two  after,  fome  of  the  neared  relatives  return 
«  again  hither,  to  obferve. which  of  the  eyes  of  their  deceafed 
‘{  friend  was  firft  picked  out  by  the  hungry  vultures ;  and 
«  if  they  find,  that  the  right  eye  was  firft  fei?ed  on,  this 
“  abodes  undoubted  bappihefs  •  if  the  left,  they  then  are 
‘‘furrowful;  for  that  is  a  direful  fign  of  bis  mifery.” 

C vingtau’s  fajugc  in  Surat,  Lmdor,,  1696,  page  376,  T.  f 

jc  k  4  /  quarter 
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quarter  of  a  mile  in  circumference,  is  the 
property  of  the  Perfccs;  it  lies  a  little  higher 
than  the  country  round  it ;  the  foil  is  a  hard, 
ftony,  clay,  which  is  fplit  to  a  coufidcrable 
depth,  in,dh?q-al  places,  by  the  great  aridity 
of  the  climate.  The  little  brulhwood,  and 
the  faded  and  thorny  bulhes,  which  are  in- 
terfperfed  upon  it,  bear  the  vifible  marks 
of  a  delert  and  barren  ioi.1,  upon  which  they' 
rather  appear  to  pine,  than  to  grow. 

The  death-like  filence,  and  difmal  folitude 
of  the  place,  the  hoarfe  croakings  of  the 
crows  and  ravens,  that  refort  hither  in  nu¬ 
merous  bands,  to  feed  upon  the  putrifying 
carcafles,  make  this  {pot  a  truer  picture  of 
the  dreary  abodes  defined  for  the  reception 
of  departed  fouls,  and  a  more  folema  and 
more  gloomy  fccnc,  than  even  the  far- 
famed  Avernus  of  the  Roman  poets. 

On  this  piece  of  ground,  are  four  of 
their  repofitories  for  dead  bodies,  two  of 
which  are  entirely  decayed,  open,  and  over¬ 
grown  withinfide  with  grafs  and  bullies. 

The  neweft,  which  had  been  built,  en¬ 
tirely  new,  three  or  four  years  before,  was, 
like  the  others,  round.  Its  circumference 
J  found  was  about  three  hundred  feet  ;  it 


was 
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'was  fixtcen  or  feventeen  feet  above  the 
ground,  with  a  border  all  round  at  the  top, 
and  made  entirely  of  hard  hewn  {tone. 

The  opening,  through  which  .the  bodies 
are  carried  into  the  repofitory,<'wa§5  as  well 
in  this  as  in  the  others,  facing  the  eaft,  in  ' 
order  that  the  riling  fun  might  Ihine  upon 
them,  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the  wall, 
juft  below  the  border,  at  the  diftance  of  full 
five  feet  from  the  ground  :  this  opening 
was  {hut  by  two  maffy  ftone  doors,  with  a 
very  large  lock,  and  fo  well  clofed,  that 
none  can  either  enter  into,  or  even  behold, 
the  infide. 

‘  A  Hoping  afeent  is  made  to  the  door,,  up 
which  the  bodies  which  are  to  be  depofited 
in  the  repofitory  are  carried  ;  I  went  up  it, 
and  to  the  entrance,  but  could  not  find  any 
crevice  through  which  I  might  fee  the  in¬ 
fide.  On  the  border  over  the  door  is  a 
femicircular  frontifpiece,  in  which  feveral 
mottos,  alkifive  to  the  place,  are  carved  in 
Perfian  letters. 

To  the  n.e,  n.w.  s.w.  and  s.e.  about 
twelve  feet  from  the  place '  of  fepulture, 
were  four  pits,  or  finks,  of  brick,  funk  in 
the  earth,  and  with  a  covering  of  mafonry 
over 
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over  them,  riling  three  or  four  feet  above 
the  ground,  with  feveral  holes  in  it.  Thefe 
ferve  to  receive  the  moiilure  that  runs  from 
(the  dead  bodies,  either  by  the  rain  falling 
upon  them,  or-  otherwifc,  through  as  many 
pipes,  or  lowers,  that  communicate  with  the 
principal  building.  The  peililential  vapours 
ariling  from  lb  many  rotting  carcallcs,  in- 
fedled  the  air  all  round,  in  lb  intolerable  a 
degree,  that  nothing  but  the  moil  eager  cu- 
riolity  could  have  induced  me  to  Hay  a 
fifigle  moment  here ;  and  the  little  time  I 
did  remain  in  this  foul  congregation  of  pu- 
trifadlion,  brought  on  a  moll  violent  head¬ 
ache,  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  I  got  rid 
of  it. 

At  the  diltance  of  about  forty  or  fifty 
roods  from  this  large  receptacle,  were  three 
Others  of  the  lame  Ihape  and  height  ;  but 
l'maller  in  circumference  ;  two  ,of  them 
were  in  fo  ruinous  a  condition,  that  there 
Was  nothing  worthy  of  obfervation  about 
them ;  but.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  latisfy- 
ing  my  curiofity  at  the  third,  which  was 
Hill  entire.  : 

I  had  ,  left  rav  fervants  and  palankeen- 
bearers  at  a  diftance  from  the  place  where 
thefe 
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thefe  receptacles  of  the  dead  were,  becaufe 
I  had  been  told,  that  the  great  curiofity  of 
the  brother  of  the  French  chief,  De  Brian- 
ctjURT,  to  behold  the  infide  ofVhne  of  thefe 
charnelhoufes,  would  have  cerft  him  his  life, 
had  not  his  brother  come -in  time  to  his  afiift- 
ance  with  fome  military ;  he  was  affaultedby 
a  number  ofPerfees  when  he  entered  the  gate, 
as  he  had  been  watched  by  them  when  he 
■got  up  to  the  wall.  I  was  betides  fo  fortu¬ 
nate,  that  the  attendant,  who  dwells  near 
tliis  place,  at  a  fmail  temple,  where  the  hbfy 
fire  is  kept  burning,  happened  to  be  gone  to 
the  city,  fo  that  I  was  entirely  alone  in  this 
folitary  abode  of  death. 

Clambering  up  the  wall,  by  means  of  the 
holes  which  were  in  it,  I  got  as  high  as  the 
opening  through  which  the  bodies  were 
conveyed  in,  and  I  found  a  crevice  between 
the  doors,  of  fufficient  width  to  admit  of  my 
feeing  how  the  bodies  were  dilpofed :  if  was 
as  follows ;  in  the  center  of  a  Shelving  floor  . 
of  ftone,  which  was  laid  from  the  wall,  be¬ 
ginning  a  foot  or  a  foot  and  a  half  below 
the  threshold  of  the  doors,  and  which  went 
all  round  the  building,  was  a  large  opening. 


or 
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for  pit,  and  over  it  an  iron  grate,  ferving 
to  receive  the  moifturc  that  trickled  from 
the  putrifying  bodies,  and  of  which  I  could 
not  fee  thpAjottom. 

This  floor  vfcis  divided  into  three  circular 
rows  j  the  upper  mo  ft,  or  that  which  was 
neareft  to  the  wall,  was  appropriated  for 
the  bodies  of  men,  the  fecond  for  thofe  of 
women,  and  the  third,  which  was  the 
fmalleft,  for  children  ;  and  this  laft,  when 
the  bodies  were  confimied  by  the  birds,  and 
tfie  adtion  of  the  air,  i'erved  likewite  as  a 
common  receptacle  for  the  bones,  which 
either  Aid  down,  or  were  thrown  there,  from 
time  to  time. 

Every  corpfe  had  a  feparatc  partition  in 
which  it  lay,  provided  with  a  border  of 
about  an  inch  in  height,  above,  below,  and 
on  each  fide;  between  which,  and  the  next 
partition,  a  narrow  grove  was  made,  by 
which  the  .moifture  could  flow  down  into 
the  opening,  in  the  center  j  and  the  aper¬ 
tures,  which  were  made  for  the  water  to 
flow  from  every  corpfc,  were  fo  arranged, 
that  the  fluid  exfuding  from  one,  did  not 
unite  with  that  of  another,  till  in  the  central 
fink. 


In 
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In  the  row  of  the  wotnen  I'faw  a  body 
half  confumed,  and  many  entire  fkeletons  in 
other  plaqes  *. 

■Thevenot 

-  X 

,  *  Qvington  gives  a  moft  linking  picture  of  this  loath r 
fome  feene,  in  the  following  words ;  “  The  buryitig-place  of , 
“  the  Perfees  is  an  objefl  the  moft  dreadful,  and  of  the 
“  moft  horrid  profpefl,  in  the  world,  and  much  more  fright' 
“  ful  than  a  field  of  flaughtered  men.  It  contains  a  num- 
“  ber  of  carcafles  of  very  different,  difagreeable  colours  and 
“  afpefts.  Some  are  feen  there  bleeding  frefli,  but  fo  tom 
“  by  the  vultures  that  croud  upon  the  walls,  that  their  faces 
“  refemble  that  of  a  death’s  head,  with  the  eyeballs  out,  and 
“  all  the  fiefli  upon  the  cheeks  .picked  off.  And  on  the 
“  fielhy  part  of  the  body,  where  the  ravenous  bird  tailed  a 
“  more  delicious  morfel,  are  eaten  feveral  large  holes,  and 
*'  all  the  ikin  on  every  part  is  mangled  and  torh,  by  the 
“  iharp  beaks  of  thefe  devouring  creatures.  Here  was  a  leg, 
“  and  there  an  arm,  here  lay  half,  and  there  the  quarter,  of 
“  a  man.  Some  looked  as  if  they  were  partly  jelly,  others 
“  were  hardened  like  tanned  leather,  by  the  various  operations 
“  of  the  fun  and  weather  upon  them.  Here  lay  one  pick- 
“  ed  as  clean,  as  a  Ikeleton,  near  that,  another  with  the  fkiix 
r  “  in  fome  parts  green,  in  others  yellow,  and  the  whole  fo 
“  difcoloured,  as  if  all  within  were  putrifaftion.  A  fight 
“  terrible  enough  almoft  to  affright  an  hungry  vulture  from 
“  his  prey.  But  thefe  birds  are  moft  delighted  with  thefe 
“  difrnal  objeils ;  and  that  noifome  fmell  which  evaporates 
“  from  the  dead  corpfe,  affords  a  pleafant  odour  to  their 
“  fenfes.  The  ftench  of  the  bodies  is  intolerable,  and  of 
■  “  malignity  fufficient  to  ftrike  any  man  dead  that  would  en« 
“  dure  it  j  and  yet  the  vultures  choofe  to  fit  to  the  leeward 

“  upon 
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Thevenot  writes,  that  the  guebrcs,  who 
fHl]  remain  in  Perjia ,  ancT  Specially  in  the 
province  of  Garmenh ,  let  the  bodies,  of  their 
dead  upright,  in  a  place  walled  in  for  that 
purpofe ;  left  the  body  Ihould  fall,  they 
put:  a  forked  inftrument  under  the  chin,  to* 

■  hold  it  up  :  they  leave  it  in  this  pofture,  till 
the  crows  have  picked  out  the  eyes  -}  and  if 
they  begin  by  the  right  eye,  they  think  the 
decealed  is  happy,  and  then  put  the  body 
upright,  in  a  place  walled  in,  which  they 
call  the  white  -grave ;  but  if  the  crows  be¬ 
gin  by  the  left  eye, -they  think  the  deceafed 
is  milerable,  and  put  the  body  into  the  black 
grave ,  Thefe  graves,  he  fays, ,  are  pits,  or 
wells,  railed  lbme  fathoms  high  of  earth, 
where  they  put  the  bodies  ftark  naked,  co¬ 
vering  only  the  privities  with  a  rag.  He 

■  further  adds,  that  the  greateft  kindnefs  the 
guebres  'think  they  can  do  to  a  dead  man, 
is  to  kill  for  his  fake  a  great  many  frogs, 

•“  upon  the  wall,  hmirioufly  to  fuck  up,  and  indulge  their 
“  fmell  with  thefe  deadly  foul  vapours.  Some  of  theft: 
“  glutted  birds  were  fo  cloyed  and  crammed  with  human 
**  flefh,  that  they  feemed  fcarce  able  to  take  wing,  and  the 
“  feathers  of  others  were  much  moulted  away,  by  this  kind 
“  of  rank  feeding,”  Page  379.  q\ 


ferpents. 
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ferpents,  and  other  reptiles  *.  But  nothing 
of  all  this  takes  place  among  the  Perfees  at 
Surat y  as  I  have  been  affined  by  feveral  peo¬ 
ple,  of  whom  I  made  enquiries  on  the  fub- 
je£t  f .  ,  '  ^  ^ 

Forty'  roods  -  from  the  repofitories,  or 
tombs,  which  X  have  defcribed,  Hands  a 
fqu&re  iciftern  of  water,  where  '  the  corpfe 
is  .wafhed  by .  the  relations,  before  it  is  car¬ 
ried  into  the  tomb  and  no  Perfee  may  ap¬ 
proach  near  to  the  repofitory,  much  lefs 
may  look  into  it.  If  the  firft  be  done  in¬ 
advertently,  which, '  however,  feldom  hap- 
pens,  his  clothes  muft  be  burnt,  his  body 
wafhed  clean,,  and  purified  by  the  priefts; 
befides  which  he  muft  perform  fame  heavy 
penance. 

Near  ‘this  lavatory  is  a  fmall  four-cor¬ 
nered  temple,  covered  with  a  fort  of  cupola,  ' 
in  which  a  little  fire  is  kept  alight,  or 
fmouldering,  night  and  day,  by  one  of  their 
nation,  who  has  likewife  the  care  over  the 
burying-places. 

*  See  Suite  du  Voyage  du  Levant ,  tom.  III.  page  389  to 
.399*  S. 

f  Yet  we  have  feen  that  Ovington  mentions  the  fame 
fuperftitious.  opinion,  with  refpeft  to  which  eye  is  firft  picked 
•ut  by  the  birds,  as  prevalent  alfo  at  S»r«u  •  T, 

'  The 
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The  bodies  which  hav<  once  been  carried 
into  the  rcpoiitotw,  may  never  again  come 
out  of  it ;  and- if,  by  accident,  any  one  who 
might  be  capital  in  for  dead,  we1--'  >  re¬ 

cover  agaiwf  and  give  iigns  of  life,  the  car¬ 
riers  of  the  dca^,  who  arc  obliged  to  look 
particularly  hereto,  are  Bound  to  ■  difpatch 
him  cfFetlually,  without  delay  ;  of  which,  it 
is  faitl,  that  there  have  formerly  Hen  in- 
fiances.  -  , 

They  believe,  that  if  any  one  were  f< 
retprn  again  out  of  the  tomb,  Go4  would 
be  fo  inccnfed,  that  he  would  forbid  the 
earth  to  bring  forth  fruits,  and  that  the  mc  .;  ! 
dreadful  difafters  would,  befal  all-  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  bf  the  country. 
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